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The SCA Newsletter is a quarterly publication with information essential to California archaeology. Opinions, 
commentary, and editorials appearing in the SCA Newsletter represent the views of the authors, not necessarily 
those of the SCA Executive Board or the SCA Newsletter editors. 

The submission deadline for the June 2023 issue of the SCA Newsletter is May 10, 2023. All contributions will appear 
on the SCA website (https://scahome.org) unless otherwise specified. Please email all submissions to newsletter@ 
scahome.org or mail them to the SCA Business Office, P.O. Box 2582, Granite Bay, CA, 95746. 

Jill K. Gardner, Managing Editor; Shelly Davis-King, Pat Mikkelsen, and Karen K. Swope, Co-Editors. 

On the cover: The 2023 SCA Annual Meeting is fast approaching! It is being held March 16 through 19 at the Oakland 
Marriott City Center (see details throughout this issue). The artist of this year’s theme poster is Kanyon "Coyote Woman" 
Sayers-Roods from the Indian Canyon Mutsun Band of Costanoan Ohlone People. Posters will be available for pick-up at 
the meeting. Kanyon will be doing a poster signing between 5:00 and 6:00 p.m. on Thursday, March 16, in the Skyway 
Room at the Oakland Marriott. After the meeting, the poster will be available on the SCA website (at a link as-yet to be 
determined) for those who wish to order it online.  
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Looking Forward to Seeing You at 

the 2023 SCA Annual Meeting 

Anmarie Medin, President 

 
 

 
 

 

This is my last newsletter as SCA President and I write 
with mixed emotions (as I suspect all past presidents 
have felt). I am somewhat relieved at being done but also 
amazed at how quickly this year passed and how much 
more there is to accomplish. The SCA is constantly 
evolving and it has been a pleasure to help guide that 
evolution. I am glad I have another year on the Board and 
appreciate the wisdom of our founders who set up this 
three-year system to ensure continuity and knowledge 
transfer as the Board changes. Thanks to outgoing Past 
President Shannon Tushingham for her excellent 
leadership and bringing us back to in-person meetings. 
COVID challenged us all, but not having the usual in-
person meeting meant that some of the routine learning-
by-doing was not possible. But we are back now and have 
a great annual meeting planned at the Oakland Marriott.  
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We just had our winter Executive Board meeting at the Oakland Marriott and I am pleased to report that 
they are excited to have us at their facility. I am looking forward to a great meeting with lots of opportunities 
to learn from each other and reconnect. For Friday’s Silent Auction event, Samantha Schell has arranged a 
scrumptious Chinese banquet at the Peony Restaurant adjacent to the venue. The Board was able to sample 
the food there and I can assure you that you do not want to miss this. For those who do not like Chinese food, 
I say you just have not had good Chinese food like what we will get at the Peony Restaurant.  
 
The Plenary Session at this year’s conference features some world class players as well as hometown heroes. 
By the time this issue of the SCA Newsletter is out, the preliminary program will be published and you will 
get to see for yourself, but speakers include Ayana Flewellen, President of the Society of Black Archaeologists 
and a maritime archaeologist, and James Pepper Henry, Vice-Chairman of the Kaw Nation and a museum 
director.  
 
The Elem Xemfo (Elem Dance Group) have graciously agreed to present a dance to open the banquet on 
Saturday. Everyone is welcome to enjoy the dancers, but please refrain from taking photographs or videos. 
They have asked viewers to refrain from alcohol consumption during the demonstration. Tickets are still 
available for those who want to stay for dinner. After dinner, we will have the usual awards ceremony but no 
guest speaker. 
 
We have some different things on the agenda this year that I hope everyone finds time to experience. I want  
to give a shout out to Albert Gonzales, Sarah Kansa, and their team who are organizing a CRM job fair and a 
foodways experience. They are taking advantage of the Marriott’s proximity to CSU East Bay’s Oakland 
Center (across the street) to bring these two innovations to our meeting. The California Indian Heritage 
Center (formerly the State Indian Museum) is seeking input on the new facility in west Sacramento. They 
will have a table in the book room and will also host a forum. As usual, there are many committee 
meetings scheduled. If you want to become more involved in the SCA, please attend one of these meetings.  
 
I mentioned this in the last newsletter, but it is worth repeating: in the book room, we will have a display 
of fieldwork photographs from the 1960s to 1980s which I found when we moved our storage unit. We are 
hoping folks will write down the names of the archaeologists. Eventually we will put it all on our website 
under a “History of the SCA” section. This is the history of our profession and we should capture it while 
we can. To that end, Dana Shew at the Anthropological Studies Center at Sonoma State University is 
organizing another oral history project. Her team will be conducting interviews at the Annual Meeting. 
They would love to talk to all SCA members, not just a certain generation or cohort. For those of you who 
listen to NPR, think of it like the Story Corps project.  
 
With that, I say so long, farewell, aloha, but not goodbye! I look forward to renewing friendships in March 
at the Oakland Marriott. 
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2022-2023 LIAISONS 

 

2022-2023 COMMITTEE CHAIRS 

 

 

American Cultural Resources Association 
Shelly Davis-King 
shellydk@frontiernet.net 

California Archaeological Site 
Stewardship Program 
Karen Lacy and Mike DeGiovine 
klacy@cassp.org 
mdegiovine@cassp.org 

California Historical Resources 
Information System 
Brian Barbier  
ccic@sbnature2.org 
 

California Office of Historic 
Preservation 
Brendon Greenaway 
brendon.greenaway@parks.ca.gov 

California Preservation 
Foundation 
Melinda Patrick 
melinda@patrickgis.net 

Partners for Archaeological Site 
Stewardship 
Beth and Chris Padon 
bpadon@sitestewardship.org 
 cpadon@sitestewardship.org 

Register of Professional 
Archaeologists 
Amy Gusick 
agusick@gmail.com 

Society for American Archaeology 
Open 

Society for Historical Archaeology 
Heather Atherton 
hatherton@esassoc.com 

State Historical Resources 
Commission 
René Vellanoweth 
rvellan@exchange.calstatela.edu 

 

Advanced Annual Meeting Planning  
Adie Whitaker 
Adie@farwestern.com 

Annual Meeting Local Arrangements  
Carie Montero and Marco Meniketti 
montero.carie@gmail.com 
marco.meniketti@sjsu.edu 

Annual Meeting Program 
Wendy Nettles and Justin Wisely  
wendynettles@gmail.com 
wiselyjustin@gmail.com 

Archaeology Month 
Annemarie Cox 
acox@pangis.com 

Bennyhoff Memorial Award 
Patricia Mikkelsen and Greg White 
patplus10@gmail.com 
gwhite@subterraheritage.com 

Coalition for Diversity in CA Archaeology 
Seetha N. Reddy and Isabel Cordova 
reddyanthropology@gmail.com 
icordova@insigniaenv.com 

Climate Change 
Sandra Pentney 
 spentney@gmail.com 

Curation 
Wendy Teeter 
wteeter@arts.ucla.edu 

Grants and Fundraising 
Starla Lane and Jennifer Thomas 
fundraising@scahome.org 

Journal (California Archaeology) 
Kathleen Hull 
khull3@ucmerced.edu 

Legislation 
Samantha Schell 
schellsamantha2012@gmail.com 

Maritime Archaeology 
Tricia Dodds 
Tricia.Dodds@parks.ca.gov 

Membership 
Tom Wheeler 
1wheeler1743@att.net 

Native American Programs 
Gregg Castro 
napc@scahome.org 

Newsletter 
Jill K. Gardner  
newsletter@scahome.org 

 

Nominations 
Michelle St. Clair 
Michelle.StClair@Stantec.com 

Proceedings 
Jill K. Gardner 
proceedingseditor@scahome.org 

Public Outreach and Education 
Craig Lesh 
crlesh@heritageedu.com 

Social Media 
Jackie Farrington 
farrington.jackie@gmail.com 

Standards and Ethics Advisory 
Glenn Russell 
glennrussell100@hotmail.com 

Student Membership 
Tori Eisenhardt 
veisenhart@ucsb.edu 

Women in California Archaeology 
Jennifer Darcangelo 
j5d8@pge.com 
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SCA Executive Board Meeting Minutes, September 23, 2022, 
Davis, California 
Karen Gardner, Secretary 

 
 
[Editor’s Note: The September 2022 meeting minutes were not available at the time the December 2022 issue of the 
SCA Newsletter was published, so they are included herein.] 

 
Executive Board 

Anmarie Medin (President) 
Brendon Greenaway (President-Elect) 

Shannon Tushingham (Immediate Past President) 
Jay King (Northern Vice President) 

Pattie Garcia (Southern Vice President) 
Karen Gardner (Secretary) 

Maggie Trumbly (Treasurer) 

Additional Participants 

Tracey Booth (Business Manager) 
Kaely Colligan (Women in California Archaeology Committee) 

Meeting Convened 

The meeting was called to order by President Anmarie Medin at 9:20 a.m. 

Data Sharing Meetings 

The Northern Data Sharing Meeting is being organized by Jay King. The meeting will be held tomorrow 
(September 24, 2022) at the former McClellan Air Force Base, starting at 10:00 a.m. There will be tours of 
the collections center facility. Lunch and dinner will be catered, but there will be no coffee service. After 
the meeting, there will be a gathering at Track 7 Brewery where a section is reserved from 4:00-7:00 p.m. 
Brendon suggested we look for student volunteers for the Annual Meeting. Student memberships will be 
raffled. Donations to sponsor student memberships were discussed. The Southern Data Sharing Meeting 
is being organized by Pattie Garcia. She reported that she is still in negotiations with the venue. 

Business Office Administration 

Our contract with Advantage Media to administer our Business Office ends September 30, 2022. 
Anmarie made a motion to renew the contract with them from October 1, 2022, through September 30, 
2024, without amendment. Brendon seconded the motion. The Board voted and the motion passed 
unanimously. 
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Tracey is redesigning the SCA website so we can cancel WordPress, which will be a significant cost savings. 
The new website is currently hosted at https://sfca.wildapricot.org. Menus have been simplified, using the 
structure on the American Cultural Resource Association website as inspiration. Tracey will send the new 
website link to the Board. Interested parties may send comments to Tracey by October 15, 2022. 

Treasurer’s Report 

Maggie presented the Profit/Loss Statement and Balance Sheet for the past fiscal year. She reported that 
from a total equity perspective, we are positioned about the same as last year. We came out of COVID in 
good shape fiscally.  
 
Funding Requests 

Funding requests have been received from the Maritime Archaeology Committee (MAC), the California 
Archaeological Site Stewardship Program (CASSP), and the Coalition for Diversity in California Archaeology 
(CDCA). Kaely Colligan gave a presentation on behalf of the Women in California Archaeology (WCA). 
Funding for childcare expenses should come from the general fund as this is an expense that should be 
supported by the organization, not by the WCA. The WCA does not have any funding requests for 2023. 
They may have some residual funding for childcare to be reallocated. 

The question of funding for local regional avocational societies was raised (e.g., Sacramento Archaeological 
Society). The Board decided to give mini grants and an award for avocational archaeology. The possibility of 
a discounted membership if someone is a member of an affiliated society was considered. The Board plans 
to discuss this further at the January 2023 Board meeting. Maggie moved to approve the budget without 
amendment, including granting requested funding to CASSP, MAC, and CDCA. Anmarie seconded the motion. 
The motion was passed unanimously. 

Legislative Day at the Capitol  

Legislative Day at the Capitol takes place in Sacramento on Thursday, October 6, 2022. The goal is to meet 
with California State Senate committee staff to raise awareness of the SCA as subject-matter experts and 
as a resource to help them understand issues that come before their committee.  

Bequests to the SCA 

Shannon raised the issue of bequests and legacy gifts to the SCA. We can accept cash only (no objects). We 
may need a designated point person. We should get this information out to our membership soon and 
connect with potential donors. Perhaps we could call it the “Legacy Circle.” Shannon suggested creating a 
web page. Shannon and Anmarie will follow up and have something prepared to discuss at the January 
2023 Board meeting. 

Bylaws Update 

Maggie raised concern that there was a previous vote in 2015 about bylaws and that details are no longer 
available. The proposed text was not published in the December 2014 SCA Newsletter. We do not know the 
final language that was presented at the business meeting at that time, which was voted on and approved.  
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Following the 2015 business meeting vote, no update to the bylaws occurred, but all Board members 
agreed that the bylaws need to be updated.  
 
Anmarie proposed language for editing the following sections of the SCA bylaws: 

Article VIII: Nominations, Voting, and Elections, Sections 1, 2 
Article XI: Referendum, Sections 1, 2 
Article XIII: Amendments 
Article XIV: Newsletter 

The Executive Board will review Anmarie’s proposed bylaws language. Anmarie and Maggie will find the 
2015 final content that was presented and voted on at that business meeting, then publish that version 
and modify it for 2023. If it cannot be found, we will assume that it did not happen. The proposed edits 
will be published in the December 2022 SCA Newsletter. Karen will document the vote at the annual 
business meeting. We must have meeting minutes documenting this decision.  
 
Journal 

Kathleen Hull, editor of California Archaeology, had a few topics for the Executive Board to consider, 
outlined in her memo to Anmarie Medin on July 19, 2022: 
 
First, author registration at Taylor and Francis has been problematic for some authors. Following 
discussion, the Board decided that other publishers would likely present similar challenges and we 
should stick with Taylor and Francis. Second, Kathleen requested access to the membership list so that 
she can verify which people should be getting the journal. Tracey noted that Taylor and Francis is good 
about sending the list of who receives journals for cross-checking as well. Third, Kathleen requested a 
checkbox during membership renewal for members to indicate whether they are willing to serve as peer 
reviewers. The Board agreed this is a good idea and that we should also include a drop-down checklist for 
areas of expertise. Anmarie will follow up with Kathleen to ask for peer review subjects and whether 
book reviews should also be included. 

Upcoming Election 

The following candidates have indicated that they will run for office for the 2023-2024 term: Tony 
Overly, President; Richard Guttenburg, Southern Vice President; and Risa DeGeorgey, Treasurer. It was 
suggested that the Nominations Committee should have at least three members, including representation 
from southern California. Pattie volunteered to help recruit committee members. At the Committee of 
Committees meeting, it was suggested that the Board prepare a statement about the time and financial 
commitments involved in holding office.  

Board Manual Review 

Anmarie is gathering edits for the Board Manual from everyone. Pattie suggested a table showing the 
term duration for each office. Maggie will update the Treasurer section. Tracey will update the Business 
Office section. Edits should be submitted to Anmarie by October 9, 2022. She will compile and distribute 
the edits to the Executive Board for one last review. 
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Native American Heritage Month Activities  

Shannon led the discussion of activities for Native American Heritage Month. First, there will be a short film 
by Gregg Castro and Kanyon Sayers-Rood. Also, Gregg gave a talk last night about sovereignty and it was 
recorded. Maybe this could be used as a resource for Native American Heritage Month. Perhaps Shannon 
could ask Gregg if he wants to go forward with a film forum. Pattie will check with the Tribal Historic 
Preservation Office community to see if anybody would like to step forward to organize events in the future. 

Archaeology Month 

It will now be up to the incoming president to organize and host student presentations during Archaeology 
Month. We have a $2,500 stipend per presenter. The deadline to apply is October 8, 2022, with a taped 
proposal approximately 10 minutes long. For Archaeology Month mini grants, we have received five 
applications. 

Awards Recommendations 

The Executive Board brainstormed about potential award recipients for the 2023 Annual Meeting. Tracey 
will develop a nomination form and distribute a news blast soliciting nominations. Board members will 
submit recommendations to Anmarie by October 9, 2022. 

January 2023 Board Meeting 

It was agreed that January 27 and 28, 2023, works for everybody for the winter Executive Board meeting. 
Tracey will confirm those dates with the Oakland Marriott.  

SCA Membership Fees 

It is time to raise membership fees to cover operational costs. Anmarie mentioned that we need to show 
our members the history of fee increases in other organizations to justify the change. Maggie mentioned 
that membership fees were raised between 2014 and 2018 but have not been raised since then. 

SCA 2023 Annual Meeting 
 
Several topics were covered regarding the 2023 Annual Meeting. The Board discussed how to meet the 
Oakland Marriott’s food and beverage minimum. Jennifer Barbee is coordinating the Silent Auction and 
Brendon Greenaway is soliciting donations. The auction will be held at the Peony Restaurant. The Board 
also discussed how to organize the pricing strategy for the Annual Meeting, Silent Auction, and Annual 
Banquet to cover costs. Tracey and Anmarie will meet with Kim Ive, the Marriott Events Coordinator, to 
confirm pricing for the banquet, audiovisual equipment, etc. 

For the Elem Dance Group demonstration at the banquet, Anmarie spoke with Robert Geary, who 
manages the group, about the topic of alcohol during the dance. We propose to halt the sale of alcohol 
during the demonstration and post a sign on the door alerting attendees that no alcohol will be allowed in 
the room until the dancers leave. The cash bar will likely be set up afterwards. Robert thinks this will be 
okay, but is checking with his dancers and musicians. Anmarie will send an email to Alameda County 
tribes to make sure that they have no objections to inviting Pomo dancers from Lake County. Anmarie  
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will apply to the Far Western Foundation to request funding to support the costs of inviting the dancers 
to Oakland and the banquet. Shannon will peer review the application. 

Ribbons for conference name tags were brought up and the Board agreed that they should be available. 
We should also include a category for contributing members. Tracey will distribute a list of available 
ribbons to the Executive Board for review and suggestions.  

So far, the following workshops are planned or suggested: Obsidian Hydration Dating (hosted by Sandy 
Rogers), Osteology (hosted by Samantha Schell and Lori Hagar), Monitoring in Construction Zones (hosted 
by Tony Overly), and Chia Café. Finally, we need to determine which agencies will need rooms in advance  
of the meeting. So far, we know that the Bureau of Land Management is a yes.  

Brendon Greenaway motioned for adjournment and all Board members voted aye. Anmarie Medin adjourned 
the meeting at 3:35 p.m.  

 

SCA Executive Board Meeting Minutes, January 27-28, 2023, 
Oakland, California 

Karen Gardner, Secretary 

 

Executive Board 
 

Anmarie Medin (President) 
Shannon Tushingham (Immediate Past President) 

Brendon Greenaway (President-Elect) 
Jay King (Northern Vice President) 

Pattie Garcia (Southern Vice President) 
Maggie Trumbly (Treasurer) 

Karen Gardner (Secretary) 
 

Additional Participants 

Tracey Booth 
Shelly Davis-King 
Albert Gonzales 
Justin Wisely 
Gregg Castro 
Trish Fernandez 
Greg White  

Meeting Convened  

The meeting on Friday, January 27, was called to order by Anmarie Medin. Karen discussed the status of 
the previous meeting minutes. The Board agreed to approve the minutes for fall 2022 and winter 2023 by  
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email and voted to approve the official minutes at the March 2023 business meeting. Jay announced that 
he is looking at Point Reyes for the 2023 Northern Data Sharing Meeting. Anmarie announced that the Far 
Western Foundation is sponsoring the Elem Dancers at the 2023 Annual Banquet. Anmarie has contacted 
the incoming officers: Tony Overly, President; Richard Guttenberg, Southern Vice President; Risa 
DeGeorgey, Treasurer. 

Tour of CSU East Bay Facility in the Oakland Center Building  

Albert Gonzales provided a tour of the CSU East Bay Facility in the Oakland Center, across the street from 
the Marriott. Space was identified for the proposed Job Fair and Foodways Experience that he and Sarah 
Kansa of the University of California at Berkeley will coordinate. Following the tour, the Board meeting 
reconvened at the Marriott. 

Treasurer’s Report 
 
Maggie reported that the SCA is in good shape. We have 1,037 active members right now. Brendon 
suggested carrying forward the budget for the 2022 Southern Data Sharing Meeting to 2023 to support 
potentially greater expenditures. The Board will discuss this at the summer meeting. 

Committee Coordination 

Committees that requested meeting space have all been accommodated. Active committees include MAC, 
CDCA, WCA, and the Native American Programs Committee. 

Annual Meeting Planning  

Policy Guidelines Regarding Human Remains 

Clarification of the SCA policy about human remains in presentations is needed. After some discussion, a 
motion was made and seconded to adopt language that depiction of human remains (including drawings, 
photographs, x-rays, 3-D modeling, or any remains of any specific people from any time period) is not 
allowed in SCA presentations. Generic skeletal diagrams are allowed. Discussion of human remains is 
acceptable with the consent of the descendent population, but will be flagged in the program and on 
signage outside the session. The Board voted unanimously to adopt this clarified policy.  

2023 Award Recipients 

The SCA award recipients for 2023, as well as those awards as yet to be determined (TBD), are: 
 
David A. Fredrickson Lifetime Achievement Award: Tom Origer 
Martin A. Baumhoff Special Achievement Award: Ken Gobalet 
Golden Shovel Award: Tom Wheeler 
California Indian Heritage Preservation Award: Corinna Gould 
Emma Lou Davis Mentorship Award: Tsim Schneider 
Helen C. Smith Award for Individual or Society Avocationalist Achievement: TBD 
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Mark Raymond Harrington Award for Conservation Archaeology: Bev Ortiz 
Excellence in Cultural Resources Management: Jennifer Darcangelo 
Outstanding Student Paper and Poster Awards: TBD 
President’s Award: TBD 

Events at the CSU East Bay Extension 

Albert Gonzales will arrange for student volunteers during the events scheduled at CSU East Bay 
Extension, and wonders whether they will receive free membership or registration, as do other 
volunteers.  The Board discussed table fees for cultural resource management companies at the job fair 
and agreed they should be collected and the proceeds used to cover volunteer student memberships. 
Albert will write blurbs for the Job Fair and Foodways Experience. A tour of the conference facilities at 
the Marriott was provided to the Board by Kim Ive.  

Miscellaneous Items 

Meeting registration looks strong, the Silent Auction is close to selling out, and banquet tickets are selling 
well. The WCA wants to host a bingo game with placards of famous female archaeologists posted around 
the hotel.  

The Friday meeting was adjourned at 4:53 p.m. by Anmarie Medin.  
 

 
 

Continuation of the winter Board meeting on Saturday, January 28, was called to order at 9:17 a.m. by 
Anmarie Medin.  

Annual Meeting Planning (Continued) 

Native American Programs Committee (NAPC) 

Gregg Castro, NAPC chair, would like assistance coordinating activities and events as there is so much to 
juggle. Kanyon Sayers-Rood of the Indian Canyon Mutsun Band of Costanoan Ohlone People is working 
on the Archaeology Month poster and will participate in a poster signing during the welcome reception. 
The Native American meet and greet will be happening concurrently with the welcome reception on 
Thursday evening. 

For the NAPC hospitality suite, we have a room reserved on the fourth floor and a separate attached room 
for Gregg and Elonda Castro. Gregg will ask Corrina Gould (Confederated Villages of Lisjan) if there are any 
tribal members who would like to help staff the suite. Volunteers will have their membership requirement 
waived and their meeting registration will be complimentary when they complete a minimum four-hour 
service. The membership fee will also be waived for all Native American volunteers. We hope the room staff 
will all be Native American volunteers. The United Auburn Indian Community (UAIC) would like to donate 
money to help cover food costs for the hospitality suite. Gregg will follow up with Rebecca Allen, Tribal 
Historic Preservation Director, UAIC.  
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The Board discussed registration requirements for tribal members participating in special panels. The 
Board decided that invited participants who are only attending their specific session as invited presenters 
or panelists do not need to register and the membership requirement will be waived. The SCA will add an 
observer category to Native American sponsorships, including one-day registration for $25, and waive 
membership requirements. Tracey can handle registrations on the back end.  

Annual Banquet 

The Elem Dancers will be guests at the Annual Banquet. Their group consists of 23 people, and the Far 
Western Foundation has provided a grant to sponsor their lodging and dance expenses. We will also host 
Corrina Gould and her guests (Gregg and Shelly will coordinate with Corrina). No alcohol will be allowed 
in the banquet room during the dance. There will likely be a cash bar in the hallway, but no drinks will be 
allowed in the room until the dancers have departed the banquet hall. Gregg noted that it would be nice to 
have a staging/changing area for the dancers, so it is their option whether they want to change in their hotel 
room or in the staging area. Anmarie will follow up regarding logistics on the changing areas.  

SF Exploratorium Event 

On Sunday, March 19, 2023, Gregg Castro is organizing a panel discussion on “Women in Archaeology” at 
Fisher Bay Observatory, Bay Side, Pier 17. The session might be streamed. Gregg is also organizing a Native 
American Festival at the nearby Exploratorium on April 22, 2023.  

On Friday evening of the winter Board meeting, the SCA Executive Board (and others) tasted the menu at the Peony Restaurant, 
the Silent Auction venue for the 2023 Annual Meeting. Clockwise from far left: Jay King, Northern Vice President; Anmarie Medin, 
President; Carie Montero, Annual Meeting Local Arrangements Co-Chair; Brendon Greenaway, President-Elect; Tracey Booth, 
Business Manager; Karen Gardner, Treasurer; Shannon Tushingham, Immediate Past President; Justin Wisely, Annual Meeting 
Program Co-Chair; Samantha Schell, Silent Auction Event coordinator. Photograph by Shelly Davis-King. 
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Welcome Packet for First-Time Attendees of the SCA Annual Meeting 

A welcome packet should be given to all new attendees. Anmarie and Gregg will finalize the guidance 
document.  

Register of Professional Archaeologists (RPA) 

The SCA is already an “affiliated” society to the RPA, but what does that mean?  What benefits does the 
SCA receive? What does the SCA want from the relationship? The RPA would like to improve the affiliated 
society agreement and hopes that the SCA Board can help draft a template: What do we find valuable in 
our relationship with RPA? What would we like to be different? Can we provide professional development/ 
RPA-certified coursework? A working group will dig into this and report back to the Board. Trish 
Fernandez, RPA President, says the organization has created new membership categories for students 
(self-identified) and registered archaeologists. These membership types also receive professional 
development opportunities and access to JSTOR. They are working to define register levels better.  

After some discussion, the Board agreed to work with the RPA on this. The working group will include 
Pattie Garcia, Shannon Tushingham, and Jay King. Tracey will add an RPA checkbox for SCA membership. 
Anmarie will include this in the agenda for the March 2023 Board meeting to review and discuss next 
steps.  

SCA Easements  

Greg White noted that the SCA holds 12 conservation easements dating from the 1970s and 1980s. The 
Archaeological Conservatory (TAC) lawyers want new easements and willing owners because this type of 
easement could be enforced for original owners but not subsequent owners. All easements so far have 
changed hands and it is not clear that the new owners understand the easements. Greg says some of the 
sites do not merit TAC acquisition standards. Five new owners are willing to try working with easements. 
Greg recommended we send a letter (which he has drafted) to the counties and landowners to register 
quitclaims for all easements. Property owners must address California Environmental Quality Act 
requirements.  

Before the Annual Meeting, Greg will follow up with TAC and the landowners and will prepare site 
records for all sites (including those that do not retain integrity). Greg, Anmarie, and Risa will work on 
this in preparation for the summer Board meeting, culminating with a formal presentation along with a 
clear motion and action items.  

 
Miscellaneous Items 

The latest issue of California Archaeology (Volume 14, Issue 2) has been published and will be sent 
shortly to the SCA members on the list provided to the publisher. Tracey will continue to work on the 
new website. The summer Board meeting is tentatively set for July 7-8, 2023, at Anmarie’s house.  

The Saturday meeting was adjourned at 12:42 p.m. by Anmarie Medin. 



 

SCA ACTIVITIES AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  

 SCA Newsletter 57(1) – March 2023  15 

 

 
 

2023 SCA Annual Meeting Sneak Preview 
Wendy Nettles and Justin Wisely, 2023 Annual Meeting Co-Chairs 

 
 
If you have already registered for the 2023 SCA Annual Meeting, we know you are as excited as we are about 
what we will see and learn in Oakland. If you have not yet registered, what are you waiting for? Let us share 
what you might be missing if you do not join us.  

Thursday, March 16 

The presentations start on Thursday, March 16, with a variety of workshops, including Foraging Theory and 
Practice, Construction Compliance, Obsidian Hydration, Underwater Cultural Heritage, and Introduction to 
Comparative Osteology, among others. These workshops are filling up quickly, so be sure to sign up today. 

Friday, March 17 

On Friday, SCA President Anmarie Medin will provide opening remarks and present a slate of Plenary 
Session speakers who will discuss this year’s theme of Connecting People with the Past through elementary 
education (Emily Anderson), site stewardship (Beth Armstrong), inclusivity (Ayana Flewellen), diversity 
(Dana Cota), mobile apps (Leslie Hartzell), public education (Tammara Norton), and reuniting the Kaw with 
a sacred rock (James Pepper Henry). Friday will also include sessions and posters on submerged cultural 
resources, the application of stable isotopes, and current archaeometric methods. A highlight of the afternoon 
will be the symposium celebrating the 50th year of the Anthropological Studies Center (ASC) at Sonoma 
State University in Rohnert Park, where ASC alumni and staff will celebrate past projects and events and 
how these activities shaped individual careers and California archaeology. As a special treat, Richard Hughes 
will be playing music at the end of his presentation and the symposium organizers welcome anyone who is 
interested to bring their instruments and join in a jam. The Silent Auction will be held on Friday evening. 

Saturday, March 18 

On Saturday morning, general sessions will consist of presentations about how new and old scientific 
methodologies are connecting us to the past. Organized symposia include PG&E’s commitment to cultural 
resources; “Stories on the Front Porch,” an entire morning of papers presented in honor of Dr. Margie 
Purser; and Part 1 of “Vocalizing the Voices of the Ancestors,” which brings together a diverse set of speakers 
to examine three Native American settlements spanning a 2,500-year period of occupation of Sunol Valley. 
Forums will include Tribal Goals for Section 106 Consultation; the California Indian Heritage Center; 
CalNAGPRA, Repatriation, and Anthropology; and Stopping the Curation Flood (Alternative Mitigation 
Measures and Why They Matter). The annual event “Let’s Do Lunch” for students and professionals will 
also take place on Saturday morning, starting at 11:45. This event requires pre-registration. 

Saturday afternoon will have general sessions on Lithic Technology, Present Day Issues and Advances, and 
Landscape and Networks. Organized symposia include “Public Archaeology of the San Francisco Bay 
Area”; “Before the Bay (A Deeply Buried Cultural Site Beneath the City of San Francisco)”; “Breathing New  
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Life into Legacy Collections at Cal State Northridge”; and Part 2 of “Vocalizing the Voices of the Ancestors,” 
with screening and discussion of the PBS film Time Has Many Voices, which highlights the Muwekma 
Ohlone’s role in the work at Síi Túupentak. Saturday afternoon forums include a discussion about 
challenges and approaches to CRM among California utility companies. Poster sessions on a variety of 
topics will be rotating throughout the day.  

Sunday, March 19 

No papers are scheduled on Sunday, but there will be tours of Coyote Hills and the USS Hornet. Be on 
the lookout for SCA Newsflash emails or the SCA’s meeting app Socio for details and updates.  

Also on Sunday, as part of Women’s History Month, the Exploratorium at Pier 15 is delighted to host 
Gregg Castro (t'rowt'raahl Salinan/rumsien & ramaytush Ohlone), the SCA’s Native American Programs 
Committee Chair and Culture Director of the Association of Ramaytush Ohlone (ARO) in gathering 
together a special panel discussion to conclude the SCA Annual Meeting. The panel is called Women in 
Archaeology and will be a focused discussion on the experiences of a number of women of varied 
careers in the field of archaeology. It is scheduled for 1:00 p.m. in the Kanbar Forum. Participants on the 
panel include: 

Moderator: Georgiana DeAntoni, Archaeologist, Presidio Trust, San Francisco 
Shelly Davis-King, Past President of the SCA and Principal at Davis-King & Associates 
Anmarie Medin, Immediate Past President of SCA 
Shannon Tushingham, Past President of the SCA and Associate Professor at Washington State 

  University, Pullman 
Kari Jones, Archaeologist at Presidio Trust, San Francisco 
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California Archaeological Site Stewardship Program Activities 

Beth and Chris Padon, Partners for Archaeological Site Stewardship 

Karen Lacy and Mike DeGiovine, CASSP Coordinators 

 

We are pleased to share what has been happening for site stewards and their supervising archaeologists 
around the State. We highlight Los Padres National Forest, Bureau of Land Management (BLM) Barstow 
and Needles field offices, Tomo-Kahni State Historic Park, Sequoia and Kings Canyon National Parks, 
California State Parks Angeles District, BLM Palm Springs Field Office, and BLM Eagle Lake Field Office. 
CASSP depends on the volunteers and their archaeologists to help protect sites on public lands.  
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Los Padres National Forest 

The site stewardship news from Los Padres 
National Forest is encouraging for Esther Morgan, 
Forest Archaeologist. After the heavy rains and 
floods (Figure 1), several stewards have offered 
their help to assess the conditions of sites in the 
Forest. Dennis Palm reported on the Monterey 
Ranger District. He said that access across two 
crossings of the North Fork of the San Antonio 
River is closed, but access to the Indian Springs 
Ranch is okay for high clearance vehicles. There 
was “lots of flooding, debris flow, rocks . . . but 
passable with 4-wheel drive to Memorial Camp.” 
Other site stewards — Chris Caretto, Doug and 
Denise Overman, and Nathan Wickstrum — will be 
checking their sites as soon as roads open.  

BLM Barstow and Needles Field Offices 

Site stewards Mary and Martin Jespersen reported 1,134 volunteer hours for the past year of checking on 
their sites in the Rodmans, Old Woman Wilderness, Halloran Springs, Indian Springs, and Willis Wells. 
These sites fall under the BLM Barstow and Needles field offices. They are recording, documenting, and 
photographing their activities. They then report site conditions and updates to their agency archaeologists. 
George Kline, retired BLM archaeologist, often accompanies Mary and Martin on their site visits. 

Tomo-Kahni State Historic Park 

David Whitley is a site steward at Tomo-Kahni State Historic Park (SHP), where he is documenting sites 
for a National Register nomination. He is working with Jairo Avila, District Archaeologist for the California 
State Parks Great Basin District. A visit to Tomo-Kahni SHP requires prior registration because of its 
cultural sensitivity. David also volunteers at the Carrizo Plain National Monument, working on protection 
efforts with Tamara Whitley, archaeologist for the BLM Bakersfield Field Office. 

Sequoia and Kings Canyon National Parks 

Site stewards for Sequoia and Kings Canyon National Parks (SEKI) regularly visit the Hospital Rock site. 
Recently, three site stewards, Leah Santasiero, Jenny Kirk, and Tori Ramirez, visited the archaeological site 
at Wolverton Volunteer Camp (Figure 2). They work with Jane Allen, Parks archaeologist and tribal liaison 
for SEKI. 

California State Parks Angeles District 

California State Parks archaeologists Ann Stansell and Barbara Tejada have a very active group of site 
stewards helping them with collections by screening and sorting, cataloguing, and digitizing maps and 

Figure 1. Flooded road in Los Padres National Forest, January 
2023. Photograph by Dennis Palm. 
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plans. They are also helping a California State University 
Master’s student with studies at the Hills of Peace 
Cemetery (a state-owned facility). At a recent visit to 
another site, Ann and site steward Jonathan Lara found 
a fancy glass base (Figure 3) eroding from the creek 
sidewall. They measured it and documented its location, 
adding this information to the site data.  

BLM Palm Springs Field Office 

Site stewards Britt Wilson and Maria Puente continue 
to visit sites in Riverside County. At Mule Mountains 
(CA-RIV-504), they recently reported “no new damage 
to the cultural resources” compared to their last visit in 
2021. They saw no new modern or casual trails and no 
trash or other debris at the site. They work with 
agency archaeologists Bryce Danner and Michael 
Merrill at the BLM Palm Springs Field Office. There are 
many petroglyphs at this site (Figure 4). 

BLM Eagle Lake Field Office  

BLM archaeologist Mary Bobbitt reported that in 2022, CASSP volunteers joined the Eagle Lake Field Office 
(ELFO) on a field visit to discuss monitoring needs at some sensitive sites managed by the BLM. The 
volunteers and crew visited two important prehistoric sites impacted by continuous recreational use and 
activities. These sites represent some of the area’s most unique archaeological features and are unfortunately 
subject to vandalism and other impacts. The BLM ELFO is very thankful for the 2022 CASSP volunteers and 
looks forward to continuing our partnership in this program. The ELFO would also like to give a shout-out to 
long-time volunteers Ralph Mineau and Angelina Bruce. They not only monitor these sensitive sites, but also 
conduct further explorations in coordination with ELFO archaeology staff. 

SCA Annual Meeting and CASSP 

We hope that we can visit with many site stewards and archaeologists at the SCA Annual Meeting in Oakland 
this month. At the Plenary Session on Friday morning, site steward Beth Armstrong will talk about her 
experiences in site stewardship. We encourage you to attend. CASSP will also have a table in the book room 

Figure 3. Jonathan Lara shows a glass base found 
in a cut bank at California State Parks Angeles 
District, 2023. Photograph by Ann Stansell. 

Figure 2. Site stewards Leah Santasiero, Jenny Kirk, and 
Tori Ramirez, Sequoia and Kings Canyon National Parks, 
2023. Photograph by Leah Santasiero. 
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at the meeting. Site stewards and interested public are welcome to stop by and visit, where you can pick up a 
new CASSP pencil. 

CASSP Field Training Day 

If you have participated in the CASSP training webinar, you are invited to attend a day of field training 
with Zackary Moskowitz, archaeologist for California State Parks Diablo Range District. The Diablo District 
covers a large inland area from Monterey north to the San Francisco Bay Area. We will hold this training 
session on April 29, 2023. If you are interested in this one-day field training for site stewardship, please 
contact Beth Padon (bpadon@sitestewardship.org), Chris Padon (cpadon@sitestewardship.org), Karen 
Lacy (klacy@cassp.org), or Michael DeGiovine (mdegiovine@cassp.org). 

Figure 4. Examples of the many petroglyphs at Mule Mountains (CA-RIV-504). Photographs taken in 2023 by Britt Wilson. 
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San Diego County Archaeological Society Announcements 
Lauren Downs, SDCAS 

 
 

Arch in the Park Public Education Grant 

The SCA once again recognized the importance of our annual Arch in the Park event for public outreach by 
awarding the San Diego County Archaeological Society (SDCAS) a $1,250 grant. San Diego County has one 
of California’s largest number of recorded prehistoric and historical archaeological sites in the state, and 
more are being found every month. Per its mission statement (scahome.org/about-us/mission-statement), 
the SCA is a scientific and educational nonprofit organization “dedicated to research, understanding, 
interpretation and conservation of the heritage of California and the regions that surround and pertain to 
it.” The SCA aims to increase the general public’s appreciation and support for California archaeology by, 
among other ways, “encouraging respect, appreciation, and a better understanding of California’s diverse 
cultural heritage.”  

Arch in the Park’s goals of education and awareness of the importance of San Diego archaeology fit 
directly within the SCA’s mission. SCA grants often go to events held in October, which is the annual 
California Archaeology Month. The SDCAS is a volunteer organization, with the organization’s board 
officers, committee chairs, and members donating their time to plan and staff the event at Los Peñasquitos 
Ranch House. But there are costs that might not be readily apparent to those attending, such as tables and 
chairs for the 30-plus booths, sound system, entertainment, and printing of posters and flyers. The SCA’s 
support has helped Arch in the Park become an annual tradition in San Diego County and the SDCAS hopes 
the event has motivated attendees to advocate for better stewardship of our county’s archaeological 
resources.  

Save the Date Announcement 

The SDCAS is turning 50 this year (we are officially historical)! To celebrate, we will host a 50th Anniversary 
Gala on the evening of Saturday, August 26, 2023, at the Los Peñasquitos Ranch House in San Diego. More 
details to come, so check out our website at sdcas.org. 
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ANNOUNCEMENT FROM FRIENDS OF BILL WILSON 
 

A closed meeting of the Friends of Bill Wilson will be held on Friday, March 17, 2023, at 
5:00 p.m., at the SCA’s Annual Meeting in Oakland. The meeting location will be posted at 
the conference venue. 

 

 

The SCA no longer accepts book donations for the Annual 

Meeting Silent Auction. 
 

We do accept donated books to be sold in the bookroom. Books 

should be about anthropology, archaeology, and relevant 

scientific topics. Books will be offered for sale, and all proceeds 

become a donation to the SCA. If you have books to donate, 

please contact Shelly Davis-King at shellydavisking@gmail.com 

or Tracey Booth at office@scahome.org. 
 

 

 


