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Education; Professional Background, and Research Interests 
Jesse received his Master’s degree in Anthropology at California State University, 
Sacramento. His thesis was a diachronic study of Mt. Hicks obsidian use across various 
microenvironments. He has worked in the field as a field technician, crew chief, field 
director, and project manager on various projects large and not-so-large since 1997 for 
companies ranging in size from small to multinational. He currently works for GEI 
Consultants, Inc., an employee-owned company that is comfortably moderate sized. He 
started his career as a flaked stone analyst and with an interest in organization of 
technology theory, and that’s still where his heart lies. 
 
Position Statement 
Archaeology can be fun. Lots of fun. Many of us wouldn’t have stuck with it over the 
years if it wasn’t. The archaeological community can also provide a sense of belonging, 
purpose, and identity; how many of us have seen strangers out in a rural motel parking 
lot and just known those were fellow archaeologists? One aspect of being an 
archaeologist, however, is usually less mentioned, our professionalism.  

For those of us in the private sector, our clients rely on us to interpret regulatory 
requirements and competently carry them out and report the results in professional, 
technical documents. Archaeologists working for government agencies are relied upon 
to make sure the regulations have been followed, interpret the regulations and insure 
they have been followed in accordance with their agency’s policies. All of this, of course, 
is just barebones, and doesn’t mention the varied other responsibilities that come with 
specific positions and everything required to fulfill aspects of the job, not to mention 
positions outside of just private sector or agency. To do all this requires a high order of 
professionalism. 

I want stress that aspect of archaeologists that doesn’t always receive that much 
attention in our community, that we are highly skilled individuals with specialized 
knowledge performing an amazing variety of tasks. That archaeologists are 
professionals. 


