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Education; Professional Background, and Research Interests 
I have been a practicing archaeologist since 1990.  I completed my undergraduate 
degree at UC Santa Cruz, and my master’s at Simon Fraser University in 1997.  I have 
worked at Far Western for the last 22 years, and am a principal and the current 
president of the company.  During my time at Far Western, I have had the privilege to 
work with a talented group of people who embody the best of what CRM can 
accomplish: brilliant scholars as well as dedicated mentors and teachers.  I am humbled 
at the prospect of carrying that forward. 
My archaeological work has been primarily in the Inyo-Mono region and in western 
Nevada; my published work has focused on obsidian transport, settlement patterns, 
modeling effects of environmental change, and projectile point chronologies.   I am also 
a GIS and database specialist, and have worked with a range of different clients on 
large data-management and custom application-development projects; these include 
the Information Centers, Caltrans, BLM, California State Parks, and others. 
 
Position Statement 
For the seven years between 2012 and 2018, I worked with the various program chairs 
of the annual meetings, to assist with the surprisingly difficult task of converting the 200-
plus individual presentation submissions into a finished meeting program.  I developed a 
database application to do this, which also allowed SCA to provide a simplified, mobile-
friendly online version of the program.  While that application and the mini-program 
have since been supplanted by more sophisticated applications, I believe it was a 
timely, simple solution, which I hope people found useful while navigating the wealth of 
information on offer at the meetings.  More recently, as the president of Far Western 
and the person primarily responsible for the company’s technology strategy, I have had 
a very challenging past year-and-a-half working to devise a way to keep over 100 
people working productively together in the face of lockdowns and office closures.  I 
hope to bring some of this experience to SCA, exploring new and creative ways of 
sharing research in the modern era.  At the same time, I recognize that technology is 
just the means, and not the end; and that meaningful, open communication depends on 
people, not software.  Thanks for considering my candidacy. 


