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Education; Professional Background, and Research Interests 
I completed my BA in Anthropology at Sonoma State University in 1992 and MA in 
Anthropology at Florida State University in 1998; and have been a Registered 
Professional Archaeologist since 1999. Over the past thirty years, I’ve had the 
opportunity to work on terrestrial and underwater archaeological sites across the 
country. In my early career I gained experience working in academia, the private sector, 
and for state agencies in Florida and Texas; and for the past twenty-plus years with the 
federal government. Since 2010, I’ve worked as the Pacific Region Historic Preservation 
Officer for the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management (BOEM) under the Department of 
the Interior, and also served as the BOEM Pacific Region Tribal Liaison Representative 
for eight years. During that time, I led the Region’s efforts to develop best practices for 
consultation with Native American Tribes and Native Hawaiian Communities. I currently 
sit on two international advisory bodies for underwater cultural heritage, the Advisory 
Council on Underwater Archaeology (ACUA), and the International Committee on the 
Underwater Cultural Heritage (ICUCH) and am an administrative officer for the SCA’s 
California Maritime Archaeology Committee. My research interests focus on underwater 
cultural heritage, including submerged pre-contact sites, historic shipwrecks, site 
formation processes, and cultural landscapes. 
 
Position Statement 
 
In recent years, I have had the opportunity to become more involved with the Society for 
California Archaeology (SCA) through the California Maritime Archaeology Committee 
(CMAC), and particularly through trainings that CMAC has offered. I am excited about 
the opportunity to expand my involvement with SCA further by running for the position of 
SCA Secretary.  

The role of Secretary is important to maintaining an accurate record of SCA Board and 
Business meetings, as well as ad hoc meetings that may arise. During my eight-year 
tenure as an elected member of the Advisory Council on Underwater Archaeology 
(ACUA), I had an opportunity to gain a first-hand appreciation of the importance of this 
role by serving for three years as ACUA Secretary and a fourth year as ex-officio, where 
I served in an advisory role to the Board’s new Secretary.  

I believe I possess the organizational skills necessary to serve as SCA Secretary, and if 
elected, I will work to support the Society’s mission of outreach and advocacy for 
historic preservation in California. I would also bring my extensive experience with 
underwater cultural heritage to the Board, and provide opportunities to liaise, as 
appropriate, with other organizations of which I am a member, including ACUA and 
ICUCH. 


