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Education; Professional Background, and Research Interests 
I received my B.A. in Anthropology from Humboldt State University in 2006 and 
my M.A. in Anthropology from California State University Los Angeles in 2016, 
studying at both institutions under the direction of René Vellanoweth.  I have 
participated in fieldwork and research ranging from Jedediah Smith State Park 
near Crescent City to the Santa Barbara Channel and San Nicolas Island and 
many places in between.  I am currently serving on the SCA Executive Board as 
the Northern Vice President.  The past two years have brought many challenges 
but I’m proud to say that the board did our best to quickly pivot and adapt to a 
new and entirely different reality.  I did my best to assist in that effort and am 
thrilled at the success of the first (and hopefully annual) “Virtual Student 
Presentation Series” that I introduced and organized and other successful virtual 
events we held during October Archaeology Month.  I’d also like to think that we 
overcame most of the tests and trials that we were confronted with.  It has been a 
very rewarding term in which I learned much more than I ever expected to.  
Serving on the board, I have been able to see first-hand and truly appreciate the 
diversity-both personally and professionally-of our membership; the SCA truly 
has a very wide range of identities, backgrounds, opinions, personalities, and 
professional interests, and we are all the stronger for it.  Before serving as VP, I 
was already an active SCA member, attending every annual meeting since 2006, 
serving as local arrangements chair for the 2019 meeting in Sacramento, 
organizing the 2019 forum “Current and Emerging Issues in Preserving 
California’s Historic and Cultural Heritage,” and teaching two SCA workshops on 
“Consulting with the SHPO under Section 106.”  I spent five years with the 
California State Parks Channel Coast District in Ventura and Santa Barbara 
counties before joining the Archaeology Section 106 Environmental Review Unit 
in the Office of Historic Preservation (OHP) in 2012.  My assignments include 
National Historic Preservation Act Section 106 compliance review mainly for the 
United States Forest Service, Bureau of Land Management, National Parks 
Service, and the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission, but frequently with the 
Army Corps of Engineers, California Department of Transportation, Bureau of 
Reclamation, and others as well.  My position serving as staff to the State 
Historic Preservation Officer at OHP affords me an appreciation of the diversity of 
both pre-contact and historical cultures in California as well as a statewide 
perspective on the challenges that we as Californians face in preserving our 
shared heritage.  My current interests in the field are influenced by this 
perspective and relate to public policy and legislation regarding the protection 



and preservation of historic properties and ensuring that all significance values 
are considered, for all Californians.  
  
Position Statement 
The Society for California Archaeology is an organization dedicated to the 
conservation of the heritage of California.  To accomplish this and to increase 
public support for preservation, included among its other duties, the SCA is 
tasked with representing the concerns of California archaeologists before 
government commissions and agencies and on legislation as well as helping 
agencies in the management of archaeological sites. 
 
Preserving California’s historic heritage in the coming years will continue to be a 
difficult and daunting task.  If unprecedented wildfires, rising seas and eroding 
coastlines, large scale renewable energy and habitat management, fire 
prevention projects across thousands of acres, new or expanded infrastructure 
such as roads, reservoirs, electric transmission lines, and housing to 
accommodate expected population growth weren’t enough of a threat to 
archaeological and cultural resources, the assault on National Monuments, 
streamlining of environmental laws and other measures to quash public 
participation in NHPA and NEPA would seem to be.  
 
The SCA is an organization which relies greatly on its volunteers.  To continue to 
meet our objectives, I will work closely with my fellow board members and our 
volunteer committees.  I will work with the Legislative Awareness Committee to 
represent the interests of our members in public policy and legislation and plan a 
“Day at the Capitol” event.  I’ll work with the Climate Change Committee to 
increase member awareness of threats to our historic heritage, from forces both 
natural and political.  I will continue to encourage and support the work of the 
Women in California Archaeology Committee as they provide support and 
mentorship to women archaeologists in California and the newly formed Coalition 
for Diversity in California Archaeology as they strive to ensure that voices from 
the wide range of identities and backgrounds of our membership are heard.  I’ll 
make certain that the recent collaborative efforts between the Native American 
Programs Committee and the SCA Board on new events during California’s 
Native American Heritage Month continues and provide support to the NAPC’s 
great work to develop relationships, awareness, and greater understanding 
between the California Native Community and the CRM profession.  I’ll 
encourage the Standards and Ethics Advisory Committee to continue with new 
events and trainings for our members.  I’ll maintain my support for the Maritime 
Archaeology Committee as they advocate for the protection of often overlooked 
maritime cultural resources.  Small CRM firms faced an extremely difficult set of 
circumstances over the past two years.  Together with the Board I’ll work towards 
the formation of a new SCA Small Business Committee that would provide a 



venue to collaborate and exchange ideas on how to overcome shared 
challenges.  I’ll work to strengthen and expand the relationship that SCA has 
developed with the Instituto Nacional de Antropología e Historia (INAH) with the 
ultimate goal of co-hosting a Data Sharing Meeting in Mexico.  
 
If elected as your President, I’ll use my experience on the board thus far to be 
ready to step in and get to work right away.  It would be my great privilege to 
continue to serve you. 


