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January 29, 2021 

Michelle Cross 
President 
Society for California Archaeology 
michelle@scahome.org 
 
RE: Nomination for the Society of California Archaeology’s Golden Shovel Award: Neil Rhodes 

Dear Ms. Cross:  

There is a legendary figure, well known to field archaeologists along the Central Coast of California, 
you can find him wearing his signature hat, hunched down in a unit or taking perfect field notes. This 
legend has trained many fresh-faced archaeologists, both undergrad and newly minted masters, with 
patience and calmness that is rare to find. This myth, legend, excellent field archaeologist is Neil 
Rhodes. Neil is the Zen master of coastal California archaeology. He has spent 30 years working on a 
range of archaeological projects in California from excavation of complex shell middens on Vandenberg 
Air Force Base, to burial sites in Pismo Beach, and even uncovering a sphinx in the coastal sands of the 
Guadalupe Dunes. Neil’s breadth of experience is impressive.  

Originally from Southern California, Neil has called the San Luis Obispo area home for close to 20 
years. During these years Neil has conducted hundreds of surveys, testing, and data recovery projects 
with Applied EarthWorks and other cultural resource management companies. His knowledge of cultural 
materials, how to record them and how to excavate sites, is second to none. His perfectly excavated units 
are beautiful to behold. This skill set along with his calm and steady demeanor has made him the go to 
field technician and a legend in his own right.  

More recently Neil has moved inside and is working in Applied EarthWorks’ San Luis Obispo lab. Here 
he plays a critical role not only in sorting large collections but providing oversight and checking junior 
staffs’ sorted materials; all with his trusty 1980s era boom box present! I am so happy and proud to have 
known Neil for close to 15 years. He has been a great field mentor, coworker, and friend. Ask anyone 
who has worked with Neil and all will comment on his legendary status. I am proud to nominate Neil for 
the Golden Shovel Award, an excellent field archaeologist and very deserving of this recognition.  

If you have any questions or need additional information, please contact me at 805-594-1590, ext. 316 
or eenright@appliedearthworks.com. 

Sincerely,  

 

Erin Enright, M.A., RPA 16575 
Managing Principal/Principal Archaeologist 
Applied EarthWorks, Inc.    
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