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Nomination:  Clayton G. Lebow for SCA’s Award for Excellence in Cultural Resources Management 

Clayton G. Lebow’s accomplishments in the field of cultural resources management (CRM) are 
remarkable and invaluable, and it is our great pleasure to nominate him for SCA’s 2020 Award for 
Excellence in Cultural Resources Management. During his 9-year tenure at INFOTEC Research, Inc. (1986 
- 1995), Clay was a key team member on several large, complex, investigations including the PG&E/PGT 
Pipeline Expansion Project,  the Tuscarora Pipeline Project (Phase I), and the Central Coast Water 
Authority’s Coastal Branch Aqueduct.  Since 1995, Clay has filled core leadership roles at Applied 
EarthWorks, Inc. serving as a Vice President, Principal Archaeologist, and Director of the Board. 
Geographically, Clay’s experience spans California, Washington, Oregon, and Nevada, but it is the Central 
Coast of California where Clay has focused much of his attention serving as the long-time manager of 
Applied EarthWorks Lompoc, California office and laboratory.

Clay sets a high bar for the scientific practice of the discipline within CRM and this is clearly illustrated by 
his able direction of Applied EarthWorks’ cultural resource services to Vandenberg AFB for the past 
quarter century. During that time, he has nurtured the development and refinement of the body of 
regional research questions at the Base, building on the work of Dr. Michael Glassow and Mr. Larry 
Spanne. The majority of the nearly 500 projects that Clay has directed at Applied EarthWorks have been 
on or for Vandenberg. Among these are major data recovery efforts: the early site at Sudden Flats, CA-
SBA-1547; NHPA Section 110 work at large, dense coastal midden sites including CA-SBA-530, -212, and 
-223/H; projects to improve rock art site interpretation and access by Chumash Elders and the public, at 
Swordfish Cave and Honda Ridge; and the multi-year buried site testing and data recovery work at sites 
in the San Antonio Creek Valley. Clay’s remarkable contributions to building the considerable, high-
quality body of research at Vandenberg are monumental.  

Clay’s contributions to CRM and our current knowledge of regional prehistory are also exemplified by his 
work at sites along the Goleta Slough. He has directed testing and data recovery work at several 
important sites flanking the slough, including CA-SBA-48, -59, and -60. His thoughtful integration of 
scientific research with project-driven compliance projects gives credit to others and builds on their 
work, providing significant insights into the patterns of settlement, subsistence, and technology and 
their interpreted meanings. His generous training and mentoring of colleagues, combined with his 
exemplary approach to his craft, continues to inspire. 

Today, Clay’s curriculum vitae includes a list of technical reports that runs 31 pages long, including 18 
pages of reports where he served as sole or senior author. As if that weren’t enough, he has published on 
the Rock Art of Swordfish Cave through the University of Utah Press, as well as authored smaller papers 
published articles in California Archaeology, the Journal of California and Great Basin Anthropology, and 
Quaternary Research. He has delivered more than 30 presentations at professional meetings and served 
as local arrangements chair for the SCA Annual Meeting. For many years, he prepared and delivered 
mock archaeological excavations for middle school students in Oregon, and he has shared his work at 
public and avocational presentations.  

Clay Lebow exemplifies what it means to the best at CRM. He is extremely talented and deeply dedicated 
to furthering scientific research in meaningful ways, while consistently satisfying both client project 
needs, and compliance requirements. Clayton G. Lebow’s service to the discipline, the profession, Native 
American stakeholders, and the public deserves recognition with the SCA’s 2020 Award for Excellence in 
Cultural Resources Management.  


