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We nominate Mary and Martin Jespersen for the 2021 Helen C. Smith Avocationalist Award for 
their outstanding work as volunteer site stewards. Over the last ten years, they have worked 
as California Archaeological Site Stewardship Program site stewards in several state parks 
districts, national forests, and BLM field offices in southern California, usually volunteering 
over 1500 hours each year. In 2020, they accumulated 1678 hours, even under pandemic 
constraints, and they visited sites for nine different organizations. These organizations include 
Cleveland National Forest; Bureau of Land Management field offices in Barstow, Palm Springs, 
El Centro, and Needles; The Archaeological Conservancy; California State Parks, Angeles 
District; and Mojave National Preserve. The following archaeologists and program directors are 
pleased to support their recognition: Karin Klemic, Eraina Nossa, Chris Dalu, Jim Shearer, 
George Kline, David Nichols, Cory Wilkins, Daniel McCarthy and Beth and Chris Padon.  
 
"We really enjoy talking with Mary and Martin. They so love archaeology." Beth and Chris 
Padon, California Archaeological Site Stewardship Program. 
 
"Mary and Martin have been a great asset. They have done a terrific job monitoring many sites in 
the BLM Barstow Field Office jurisdiction. They are always willing to assist when I need 
volunteers and ask for nothing in return. They are the best!" Jim Shearer, Archaeologist, BLM 
Barstow Field Office. 
 
"I am always surprised at the initiative that Mary and Martin take in the stewardship of our 
public lands. I am often caught by surprise when they contact me as they are monitoring, 
documenting or describing new archaeological finds in Mojave National Preserve. They are very 
proactive in inquiring as to how they can aid me in my efforts as Cultural Resources Program 
Manager for the Preserve." David R. Nichols, Park Archeologist. 
 
“Mary and Martin serve as an inspiration not only to other volunteers, but to professional 
archaeologists everywhere. The impact of their efforts and enthusiasm cannot be emphasized 
enough.” Karin Klemic, Heritage Program Manager, USFS Cleveland National Forest. 
 
“While it is usually just the opposite, I have found that Mary and Martin inspire me and remind 
me how lucky we are to do the work we do. They each regularly volunteer over 500 hours 
annually serving as Site Stewards, taking long drives on the freeway and rough drives in the 
field, helping with field work, conducting research, writing and presenting reports, making 
annual conferences – all of these things Martin and Mary do as volunteers, while also teaching 
full time. I have never known anyone more deserving of formal recognition.”  
 
They are excellent site stewards who help protect cultural resources because they carefully 
observe and report on the sites that they visit. Even though they have full time careers, they also 
contribute to archaeology in other ways. In 2020, Mary and Martin documented sites, gave 
public presentations, and wrote articles. They have assisted Daniel McCarthy to document CA-
SBR-306 (Surprise Tank) and Mary made a presentation about the site at the virtual SCA Data 
Sharing Meeting in October. Martin wrote "Adventures in CASSP Volunteering," an 



article about their site visits for the Cleveland National Forest for the SCA Newsletter, 54(3), 
September 2020.  
 
Chris and Beth Padon 

 


