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For the past twenty-something years, Mark G. Hylkema has been working in the Santa Cruz 
District of the California State Parks system. His oversight and involvement of 32 parks within 
that system have been an inspiration in cultural resource management and conservation. The 
Society for California Archaeology’s Mark Raymond Harrington Award for Conservation 
Archaeology recognizes contributions to preservation and public archaeology. From my 
viewpoint, Mark Hylkema and the SCA Harrington Award are a match made in conservation and 
restoration heaven. 
 
One of the things that I have admired about Mark’s career is his dedication to involving 
descendant community voices and activism in his plans for preservation and conservation. His 
ties to the Native American community are extensive and are marked with building trust over 
decades. Because of his commitment and collaborative approach, Mark is not just preserving 
archaeological sites, he is coordinating with tribal members to conserve native traditions, for 
the past, present, and importantly, for the future. He also actively promotes and extends the 
sharing of information and vision of preservation with colleagues, students, and the interested 
public. 
 
The creation of the Quiroste Valley Cultural Preserve is a prominent example of Mark Hylkema’s 
vision for the future. Together with the Amah Mutsun, and researchers from the University of 
California, Berkeley, Mark collaborated with others to identify and re-introduce environmental 
management as practiced in the Quiroste valley long before the arrival of Europeans. The 
Cultural Preserve is based on the precept that local Native Americans not only hold cultural 
memory of what was but must be active partners in teaching and relearning what can be again.  
 
In his own words (http://www.coastsidestateparks.org/articles/quiroste-valley), Mark notes the 
start of the long journey to preserve this remarkable area: 
 

Research began in 1982 when I first surveyed it and recorded over a dozen prehistoric 
archaeological sites. Later in 2004, I sponsored Cabrillo College to conduct test 
excavations there over two summers. I then submitted three radiocarbon dating 
samples to inform of us as to whether or not this might be the site of the Casa Grande. 
The dates corroborated that temporal setting.  Later, the Amah Mutsun were 
introduced to the valley after one of their tribal members, Chuck Striplen, was alerted to 
it as a potential place to do his Ph.D. studies.  This brought in the interests of both his 
tribe and the UC Berkeley Dept. of Anthropology, which began their investigations in 
2007. 
 

California State Parks created the Quiroste Valley Cultural Preserve in 2008. Fast forward to 
2021 – Mark and State Parks continue their commitment to continue archaeological studies, 

http://www.coastsidestateparks.org/articles/quiroste-valley


but also to make the land itself come back to native traditions and stewardship, including 
restoring native vegetation by implementing traditional ecological knowledge. Mark regularly 
publishes, films, teaches, shares, tours, collaborates, and continues to learn about this 
extraordinary place that has become a model for how to steward using tradition and research 
into the future.   
 
On a personal note, I also want to admire and promote Mark’s resiliency when disaster hit the 
Santa Cruz District of State Parks. In August and September of 2020, the CZU Lightning Complex 
Fire created devastation in Big Basin Redwoods, California’s first state park, as well as Butano, 
Henry Cowell Redwoods, Año Nuevo State Parks, and others. While the fires still burned, local 
television stations filmed Mark talking about how the Parks and their history would rebound 
and survive. Mark Hylkema’s ethics embody conservation archaeology and conservation 
anthropology at its finest. 
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