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The eastern Cape Region contains ample evidence for human occupations spanning the past 12,000 years.
Excavations at Site A-119, stretching north-south along a stream bank, add to our understanding of human
lifeways throughout the Holocene. Radiocarbon dates extend from ~10,000 to 1800 cal BP, with vertical
and horizontal stratigraphy suggesting multiple occupational episodes. Surface collections recorded an
unusually high density of projectile points. Excavations uncovered an abundance of faunal remains and
lithic artifacts, including side-notched projectile points, shell beads, shell fishhooks, and coral abraders.
In spite of increasing urban development, it is imperative that we protect and record our cultural legacy
on the Baja California peninsula.
This paper focuses on recent excavations at A-119, a multi-component archaeological site located
north-northeast of the city of La Paz. Several sites with components dated to the Terminal Pleistocene and
Early Holocene have been located in the La Paz Bay area of the Cape Region, including on Espíritu Santo
Island (Figure 1). Within the past several years we have conducted extensive surveys, recording numerous
sites (Fujita 2010, 2014; Fujita et al. 2013; Fujita y Bulhusen 2014a y 2014b; Fujita and Poyatos 2007;
Fujita and Hernández del Villar 2016; Fujita and Hernández Velázquez 2017; García et al. 2015; Hernández
del Villar and Fujita 2017) and engaged in test excavations at three archaeological sites (A-176 Cueva
Tecolote #2, A-56 Cerro de la Calavera #1, and A-119 Cañada de la Enfermería Sureste #3) in the area
between La Paz and Tecolote Beach. Radiocarbon dates reveal multiple occupational episodes at all three
tested sites, with dates spanning the past 10,000 years.
In addition to these newly documented sites, there are two Early Holocene sites located in the Costa
Baja tourist development complex (A-110 Cañada de Caimancito #2 and A-111 Cañada de Caimancito #3),
and three more in the area encompassing Tecolote Beach and Pulguero. Together with the 11 recorded Early
Holocene sites on Espíritu Santo Island (10 of which have been excavated, and one was surface dated), the
La Paz Bay area contains more recorded early sites than the rest of the region combined. Therefore, we can
at least speculate that this may have been one of the first settled locations in the Cape Region (Table 1).
Faunal remains from these sites reveal extensive reliance on marine resources, including
echinoderms, crustaceans, mollusks, fish, cetaceans, and marine turtles and mammals, which compose the
overwhelming majority of faunal materials, and complementary use of terrestrial resources. However, it is
always possible that many organic terrestrial resources, such as botanical materials, were not preserved in
the archaeological record. There is ample evidence of a distinctive lithic, shell, and coral industry at the
earliest sites in this region, and the manufacture of shell fishhooks and ornaments, including incised pearls,
is characteristic between ~8,000 and 10,000 years ago (Fujita 2014; Fujita et al. 2017). We propose that
these assemblages are in line with the typical features of the Paleocoastal tradition, which are very different
from other early traditions, such as the Paleoindian and Western Pluvial Lakes (WPL) traditions, that were
principally oriented to the hunting of terrestrial animals (Fujita and Porcayo 2014).
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Figure 1. Early Holocene Sites in the La Paz Area, Baja California Sur; Drawn by Karim Bulhusen Muñoz.
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Table 1. Radiocarbon Dates for Early Holocene Sites in the La Paz Area and on Espíritu Santo Island.
MATERIAL
DATED

SITE

LAB NO.

14

C BP

CALIBRATED
AGE RANGE
(1 SIGMA)

CALIBRATED
AGE RANGE
(2-SIGMA)

A56 Cerro de la Calavera #1

Marine shell

INAH-3269

8410 ± 83

8521–8782

8441–8934

A110 Caimancito #2

Marine shell

Beta-204269

8130 ± 40

8306–8389

8220–8432

A111 Caimancito #3

Marine shell

Beta-204272

8170 ± 40

8334–8419

8295–8494

A119 Cañada de la Enfermería
Sureste #3

Marine shell

INAH-3449

9356 ± 109

9672–10,033

9456–10,143

A175 Abrigo Rocoso Tecolote #1 Marine shell

INAH-3091

9426 ± 77

9853–10,120

9690–10,173

A176 Cueva Tecolote #2

Marine shell

INAH-3376A

9621 ± 125

10,040–10,055;
10,067–10,544

9835–10,544

A183b Loma Tecolote #4

Marine shell

INAH-3099

8683 ± 79

8947–9181

8774–9274

A16 El Pulguero Suroeste

Marine shell

Beta-251150

9470 ± 60

9936–10,137

9807–10,191

Z36 El Ranchito 2

Marine shell

INAH-3108

8955 ± 84

9281–9464

9139–9522

J17 Covacha Babisuri

Marine shell

Beta-236259

10,970 ± 60

11,992–12,285

11,886–12,445

J18 La Dispensa II-8

Marine shell

INAH-1751

8081± 73

8366–8212

8446–8133

J30 San Gabriel 10

Marine shell

Beta-233673

8320 ± 70

8599–8426

8737–8371

J57 El Gallo I-8

Marine shell

Beta-236265

8320 ± 50

8584–8452

8664–8393

J65 Punta Raza

Marine shell

INAH-2544

9663 ± 76

10,356–10,174

10,490–10,106

J69B La Ballena 3

Marine shell

Beta-233677

8090 ± 60

8372–8237

8415–8164

J69D La Ballena 3

Marine shell

Beta-233678

8770 ± 60

9242–9057

9325–8986

J69E La Ballena 3

Marine shell

INAH-1770

11,284 ± 121

12,696–12,431

12,776–12,145

J69F La Ballena 3

Marine shell

Beta-245688

9310 ± 60

9651–9882

9542–10,006

J69G La Ballena 3

Marine shell

Beta-236268

9480 ± 60

10,146–9949

10,199–9826

J94A El Gallo III-1

Marine shell

Beta-236269

9400 ± 50

10,070–9833

10,128–9716

Note: The oldest radiocarbon dates from each site are shown in the table (nd – Not dated). Radiocarbon dates were calibrated using
Calib 7.0.4, and a Delta R of 250 ±20 for shell samples of southern Gulf of California sites.

CAÑADA DE LA ENFERMERÍA SURESTE #3 (A-119) SITE
The Cañada de la Enfermería Sureste #3 site (A-119) is a large open camp site, located on a terrace
of a canyon known today as El Barreno, or “the basin.” This site is situated approximately 3 kilometers
inland from the coast of La Paz Bay, and 7 kilometers northeast of the city of La Paz (see Figure 1). It
covers an approximate area of 9,000 square meters, which is separated by a stream that runs north-south
through the site and bifurcates in El Barreno canyon. For convenience, the site was separated into two
primary areas: Section A, which is located on the western side of the stream bed, and Section B, which
encompasses the adjacent portion of the site on the eastern side of the streambed (Fujita 2003; Figure 2).
During our initial survey of the site, we identified various tinajas (natural water tanks) with
abundant potable water, some of which contained markings of previous water levels, either in prehistoric
or recent years, that had been above current levels (Figure 3c). The surface of the site is covered with a
variety of shellfish remains, along with abundant chipped and ground stone lithic artifacts of many types
and sizes (Figures 3a, 3b, 4, and 6). The density of surface projectile points and knives was very high in
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Figure 2. General View of Sections A and B of the A-119 Cañada de la Enfermería Sureste #3 Site;
Photographed by Aníbal López.
relation to other sites in the area. The most frequent type of projectile point recorded was side-notched
points with concave, straight, and convex bases. Additional recorded projectile points include lanceolate or
leaf-shaped, La Paz stemmed, Elko-eared-like, and corner-notched with straight or convex bases, along
with a newly identified point type containing lateral notches in the stem that has been denominated the La
Enfermería type (Figure 5). Among the personal collections of local people, a large leaf-shaped point and
a large La Paz type point were noted. These are considered Late Period points, dated between ~1,000 and
300 years ago. In addition, end- and side-scrapers, millingstones (including manos and metates),
hammerstones, and two circular shell fishhook performs manufactured from pearl oyster shell, along with
a natural unmodified pearl, were present.
Excavations in two units were conducted during the 2015 and 2016 seasons, revealing various
occupational periods beginning at roughly 10,000 years ago (Table 2; Bulhusen y Fujita 2018; Fujita and
Hernández del Villar 2016; Hernández del Villar and Fujita 2017). Unit 1 was excavated to bedrock, though
cultural deposits in Unit 2 continue at a depth of over 1 meter. Four shell samples were dated from Unit 1,
spanning the time between around 8500 and 7700 cal BP. Meanwhile 10 shell samples were dated from
Unit 2, spanning the time between ~9600 and 1900 cal BP, in relative consistency with stratigraphy, with
what appears to be an occupational hiatus between ~6,500 and 2,800 years ago.
Taking advantage of an area that had been disturbed as a consequence of previous infrastructure
works carried out by the CFE (Federal Electricity Commission), a stratigraphic cut (Stratigraphic Cut 1) was
performed and shell samples were obtained from intact strata for dating. A cockle shell (Trachycardium
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a) accumulation of shellfish remains in Section B

b) metates associated with shellfish remains and lithics

c) tinaja (natural water tank)

Figure 3. Various Views of the A-119 Cañada de la Enfermería Sureste #3 Site;
Photographed by Karim Bulhusen Muñoz.

SCA Proceedings, Volume 32 (2018)

Fujita, Ainis, Hernández, Bulhusen, and Velanoweth, pg. 63

SCA Proceedings, Volume 32 (2018)

Fujita, Ainis, Hernández, Bulhusen, and Velanoweth, pg. 64

Figure 4. Distribution of Archaeological Materials and Location of the Excavation Units and Stratigraphic Cut #1 at the A-119
Cañada de la Enfermería Sureste #3 Site; Drawn by Karim Bulhusen Muñoz.

A: side-notched type points with convex base; B: preforms of projectile points or knives; C: side-notched type points with straight
base; D: side-notched type points with straight, concave, and convex base; E: side-notched type points with concave base, the right
one with lateral notches; F: side-notched type points with concave base or Elko-eared-like type; G: stemmed points with straight
and convex base; H: stemmed point with convex base; I: La Enfermería type; J: La Paz type.

Figure 5. Projectile Point and Knife Types Recovered on the Surface of the A-119 Cañada de la Enfermería
Sureste #3 Site; Photographed and edited by Karim Bulhusen Muñoz.
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A: side-scrapers; B: large foliate point and La Paz point (personal collection); C: end-scraper; D: mano/side-scraper; E:
mano/hammerstone; F: shell fishhook preforms (Pinctada mazatlanica); G: natural pearl; H: coral abraders; I: dolphin tympanic
membrane.

Figure 6. Large Points in a Personal Collection, Lithics, Shell Fishhook Preform, a Pearl and Dolphin
Remain Recovered on Surface of the A-119 Cañada de la Enfermería Sureste #3 Site; Photographed by
Andrea Hernández del Villar and Harumi Fujita and edited by Andrea Hernández del Villar.
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Table 2. Radiocarbon Dates from the A-119 Cañada de la Enfermería Su Reste #3 Site.

UNIT

STRATUM/
LEVEL

LAB NUMBER

MATERIAL DATED

UNCORRECTED
14
C AGE

ADJUSTED
AGE RANGE
(CAL BP, 1 SIGMA)

ADJUSTED
AGE RANGE
(CAL BP, 2SIGMA)

Surface

surface

INAH-3369

Chama frondosa

2609 ± 82

2092–1882

2215–1783

Surface

surface

D-AMS 12488

Chione californiensis

6400 ± 29

6637–6533

6679–6474

Unit 1

Stratum IIa

D-AMS 027672 Marine shell

7632 ± 37

7908–7806

7938–7741

Unit 1

Stratum IIb

D-AMS 027673 Marine shell

7591 ± 31

7855–7752

7908–7705

Unit 1

Stratum IIIa
(29.5 cm BD)

INAH-3435

8030 ± 179

8403–8035

8624–7857

Unit 1

Stratum IIIe

D-AMS 027674 Marine shell

8191 ± 36

8438–8353

8504–8321

Cut 1

North Profile
(33 cm BS)

INAH-3453

Chione californiensis

8033 ± 116

8371–8134

8473–7988

Cut 1

East Profile
(55 cm BS)

INAH-3451

Spondylus
crassisquama

8093 ± 104

8397–8185

8527–8067

Cut 1

East Profile
(63 cm BS)

INAH-3450

Chama frondosa

8520 ± 87

8954–8687

9026–8546

Cut 1

East Profile
(61 cm BS)

INAH-3449

Trachycardium
procerum

9356 ± 109

10,033–9672

10,143–9546

Unit 2

Stratum IIIa
(31.5 cm BD)

INAH-3442

Chama frondosa

2808 ± 96

2338–2101

2487–1957

Unit 2

Stratum IIIb
(35 cm BD)

INAH-3443

Chama frondosa

2693 ± 85

2206–1967

2303–1882

Unit 2

Stratum IIId
(47.5 cm BD)

INAH-3444

Chama frondosa

6523 ± 114

6878–6595

7009–6438

Unit 2

Stratum IIId
(51 cm BD)

INAH-3445

Ostrea sp.

6808 ± 109

7200–6940

7301–6791

Unit 2

Stratum IIIf
(51 cm BD)

INAH-3446

Chama frondosa

6698 ± 93

7072–6817

7168–6703

Unit 2

Stratum IVb
(60–65 cm BD)

INAH-3447

Chama frondosa

7592 ± 110

7915–7695

8008–7582

Unit 2

Stratum IVc
(67.5 cm BD)

INAH-3448

Chama frondosa

7492 ± 101

7809–7606

7921–7531

Unit 2

Stratum VId
D-AMS 022503 Crassostrea palmula
(115–120 cm BD)

9051 ± 40

9505–9433

9536–9385

Unit 2

Stratum VIe
D-AMS 022502 Crassostrea palmula
(120–125 cm BD)

9136 ± 33

9562–9482

9640–9458

Unit 2

Stratum VIf
D-AMS 022501 Crassostrea palmula
(125–130 cm BD)

8628 ± 40

9031–8896

9100–8787

Chione californiensis

Radiocarbon dates were calibrated using Calib 7.0.4, and a Delta R of 250 ± 20 for shell samples of southern Gulf of California
sites.
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procerum) obtained from a depth of 61 centimeters below surface, was dated to 9356 ± 109 BP (INAH-3449)
and calibrated between 10,143 and 9546 cal BP—the oldest date from the site at this time.
The archaeological components in Unit 1 contain dense deposits of flaked lithic artifacts and faunal
remains, primarily composed of shell, though marine and terrestrial vertebrate remains were uncovered as
well (Figure 7). Flaked and ground shell artifacts and abraded coral tools were also present. A chalcedony
side-notched projectile point was recovered in the lower deposit, which appears to be of Early Holocene
origin, as a shell from this layer dated to 8080 ± 179 BP (INAH-3435), calibrated between 8624 and 7857
cal BP. A similar side-notched point manufactured from welded tuff was recovered from the Cerro de la
Calavera #1 site, in a deposit dated to ~5300 BP, suggesting that side-notched points were in use during the
Early and Middle Holocene time periods in the La Paz area. In addition, flaked lithic tools such as end- and
side-scrapers, a drill, and a biface resembling a knife were recovered (Figure 8). The density of formal
artifacts increased in the lower, Early Holocene, deposits.
In addition to forming the bulk of subsistence refuse at this site, marine shells were also used as
raw material for the manufacture of various artifacts (Figure 8). Utilized techniques appear to be the same
as those used in lithic artifact manufacturing, such as percussion, pressure, perforation, polishing, and
abrading. Despite the wide array of available shell types, only a few taxa were selected for artifact
production. Shell selection appears to have been based on qualities such as hardness, thickness, resistance,
fracture pattern, shape, color, and degree of iridescence. For example, only pearl oysters (Pinctada
mazatlanica) and fat horsemussel (Modiolus capax) shells were employed in the manufacture of shell
fishhooks; their iridescent quality might have attracted fish more effectively.
Excavations at both loci uncovered valves of Venus clam (Chione spp.) containing notches and
evidence of being flaked along the ventral edges, resembling retouched lithic artifacts (Figure 8g). We
acknowledge that some of these might be the result of postdepositional factors that can “flake” shell edges;
however, many are quite precise, with several relatively equally placed notches in a row, implying the shells
were flaked intentionally. The exact function of these flaked and retouched shell artifacts is not certain;
however, the overall shape and retouching location suggests they may have been used for scraping, as they
somewhat resemble lithic scrapers. Additionally, modified valves of Pinctada mazatlanica featuring
similarly worked edges were recovered (Figure 8h). These may be a form of expedient tool, like a scoop of
sorts, or elements of a phase of the manufacturing process of shell fishhooks or cutting tools. Fragments of
gastropod shells, including apices (e.g., Hexaplex sp., Conus sp., and Strombus gracilior) and columellas
(e.g., Hexaplex sp.), appear to have been used as piercing tools similar to an awl (Figure 8k).
Excavations also uncovered several giant lions-paw (Nodipecten subnodosus; Figure 9) and rock
oyster (Hyotissa hyotis) valves that appear to have been used as containers of sorts. Shells are the only
available and feasible heat-resistant materials that could be used as containers, to expose materials (e.g.,
resin) that require heat indirectly to fire. Five Nodipecten subnodosus shells and one Hyotissa hyotis shell
from Unit 1 show evidence of being charred or burnt—such as color change or loss, and diminution of
weight or volume, depending on the degree to which the shell was exposed to fire. Ethnohistoric documents
describe food processing procedures including covering certain food items with sand and hot
coals, to function as an expedient “oven” of sorts, with seeds being toasted on “plates” made of fibers,
branches, and plant bark (Barco 1973). However, it is likely that some highly utilized materials, like resins,
may have required higher temperatures for longer duration than botanical materials could withstand. In
such instances, shells could easily function as pans of sorts for melting resin, etc. At the Cueva Tecolote
site, a fragment of palo verde resin (Parkinsonia praecox) was recovered, as well as large charred shells,
such as Nodipecten subnodosus, Hyotissa hyotis, Spondylus crassisquama, and Euvola vogdesi (Bulhusen
and Fujita 2015; García et al. 2016).
An oyster (Pinctada mazatlanica) pearl containing a horizontal linear mark resembling a shallow
incision was recovered from Unit 1, in deposits dated to the Middle Holocene (Figure 8i). Indigenous
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Figure 7. Profile Drawing of Unit 1; Drawn by Karim Bulhusen Muñoz.
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A: side-notched projectile point; B: drill; C: mano; D: point/knife; E: side-scraper; F: end-scraper; G: Chione shells with retouch
marks; H: modified pearl oyster (Pinctada mazatlanica); I: incised pearl; J: coral abrader; K: Hexaplex awl; L: metate fragment.

Figure 8. Lithic Materials, Shell and Coral Tools, and a Pearl with Incision from Unit 1; Photographed
and edited by Karim Bulhusen Muñoz.
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Figure 9. Complete Nodipecten subnodosus Shell Found in Unit 1.
people were known to use pearls to adorn their hair, as well as in necklaces and bracelets, or to hang them
from their ears and nose (Barco 1973). Numerous complete or partially fluted pearls have been recovered
from archaeological contexts in the La Paz area and on Espíritu Santo Island, demonstrating indigenous use
of pearls in the distant past (Fujita et al. 2017). Coral abraders have been recorded in archaeological contexts
spanning the Holocene and were likely associated with the manufacture of shell fishhooks (Figure 8j).
Ten shell preforms and finished fishhooks, manufactured from two species of bivalves (Pinctada
mazatlanica and Modiolus capax), were recovered from Unit 2. Dated samples from these components span
~8000 to 2000 cal BP (Figure 10). The discovery of two fishhooks manufactured from Modiolus capax
shell in deposits dated to the Early Holocene is the first reported instance of mussel shells being used in
fishhook production in the Cape Region.
A wide variety of lithic artifacts were present in all assemblages, spanning the Early to Late
Holocene. A leaf-shaped point with lateral notches was recovered in lower deposits that have been dated to
the Early Holocene (Figure 11h). Various end- and side-scrapers, knives, a chopper, fragmented projectile
points, punches, drills, and a mano, as well as shell fishhooks and Olivella spire-lopped beads were also
identified (Figure 11). Side- and end-scrapers were most prevalent in lower deposits from Unit 1, which
have been dated to the Early Holocene, and upper deposits from Unit 2 that were dated to the Late Holocene.
The reason for this is unclear, as the spatial extent and horizontal stratigraphy of this very
large multi-component site requires further chronological testing. For instance, Early Holocene deposits are
much closer to the surface in Unit 1 and buried significantly lower in Unit 2.
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A foliated point with lateral notches was recovered from Stratum V and shell fishhooks and preforms
from Strata II, III, IV, and V.

Figure 10. Profile Drawing of Unit 2; Drawn by Andrea Hernández del Villar.
Although the analysis of vertebrate remains is ongoing, it is clear that shellfish remains dominate
the assemblage and were likely a primary dietary resource when this site was occupied. Of the shellfish,
mangrove oyster (Saccostrea palmula) was the most collected species in all of the occupational components
regardless of time period. This was followed by two species of Venus clams (Chione californiensis and C.
undatella), and two species of conches (Strombus gracilior and Persistrombus granulatus). These mollusks
live in sandy substrata and the mangrove roots in shallow bay environments and were likely secure food
resources that were readily accessible and easily harvested.
Remains of terrestrial fauna include reptile, rodent, and deer bones. Deer remains include a
fragment of a metapodial and an epiphysis of long bone with combustion marks implying consumption.
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A: chopper; B: knives; C: side-scraper; D: granite mano; E: side-scrapers; F: awls; G: drills; H: foliated point with lateral notches;
I: fishhooks and preforms of Pinctada mazatlanica; J: spire-looped Olivella beads.

Figure 11. Lithic Artifacts, Shell Tools, and Ornaments from Unit 2; Photographed and edited by Andrea
Hernández del Villar.
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In addition, a bone awl manufactured from the long bone of a terrestrial mammal, possibly deer, was
identified in a deposit dated to the Early Holocene. A possible human dental fragment was also recovered.
In addition to the abundant molluskan remains, identified marine fauna include fish, sea turtle,
dolphin, and elasmobranchs, along with echinoderms (sea urchins), crustaceans, and chitons (Figure 12).
Of these, fish bones constituted the bulk of vertebrate and otolith remains in most assemblages, with longbarbeled sea catfish (Bagre pinnimaculatus) otoliths being the most common, followed by parrot fish
(Scarus sp.), grunts (Haemulon sp.), and corvina (Micrpongias altipinnis) bones and otoliths.
CONCLUSION
Archaeological investigations at the Cañada de la Enfermería Sureste #3 site (A-119), revealed
various occupational periods, with the earliest dated component extending back to roughly 10,000 years
ago. Faunal remains from this site imply that inhabitants were primarily focused on a wide array of marine
resources that appear to have been fairly abundant, with terrestrial resources complementing the diet.
However, we must bear in mind that floral and other plant resources were not recovered, obscuring their
role in human diet and tool production. The Early Holocene patterns at this site fit with general descriptions
of Paleocoastal peoples, oriented primarily to the use of marine resources.
Preliminary investigations and analysis of this site, based on recovered materials and radiocarbon
dating of shell samples from two excavated units and one stratigraphic cut, reveal significant differences in
the deposition of cultural materials across the site and high levels of horizontal and spatial variability due
to differential site use through time. Excavated materials from Unit 1 show high concentrations of artifacts
during the Early Holocene, though excavations at Unit 2 revealed higher artifact densities in the Middle
and Late Holocene components, suggesting more intense occupations during these later time periods in that
locality of the site. It is likely that different areas in the site were employed more or less extensively at
different times in the past, and due to the large horizontal extent of the site, occupations are not always
represented equally in vertical stratigraphy.
This site represents a location that sustained human groups throughout the past 10,000 years.
Several key factors contributed to the repeated use of this area, including its relative proximity to the coast
and the abundant marine resources inhabiting the Gulf of California; the tinajas located along the
intermittent stream bed that accumulate fresh water seasonally, attracting terrestrial fauna; the surrounding
hills that offer some degree of refuge; and the presence of multiple rockshelters along the canyon that were
intermittently used by indigenous populations. In addition, geologically speaking, this site sits in an area
containing diverse lithic raw material types, which ancient inhabitants likely took advantage of as well.
The lithic assemblage, including a wide array of flaked and ground stone artifacts along with
manufacturing debris, suggests this site functioned as a hunting place as well as a workshop to manufacture
projectile points and other tools at various times in the past. The variety of projectile point types reflects
repeated occupations spanning the Holocene and suggests this may have been a meeting place for various
groups in the region.
The location of the bypass on the slope of the hill south of the site allowed the majority of the site
to mercifully escape harsher and more severe effects from increasing infrastructure in the area, including
construction of the La Paz-El Tecolote bypass and oil duct in 2003. There is still so much we do not know
and understand about the complex and diverse cultural history of the area that multi-component sites like
this can reveal. We must not be discouraged by the recent increase in coastal development and construction
on the Baja California peninsula, and we must continue to protect and record as much as we can, even as
urban and tourist developments threaten the archaeological record, an irreplaceable link to our heritage.
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A: metapoidal of a deer; B: vertebrate bones; C: burnt deer bones; D: burnt deer bone awl; E: dental fragment, probably human; F:
marine turtle carapace fragment; G: sea urchin fragments; H: crab dactyl; I: fish vertebrae; J: fish otoliths (Bagre pinnimaculatus,
Micropogonias altipinnis, and Haemulon sp., from left to right).

Figure 12. Faunal Remains Recovered from Units 1 and 2; Photographed and edited by Andrea
Hernández del Villar and Karim Bulhusen Muñoz.
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