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The Los Vaqueros Project area in Contra Costa and Alameda coun
ties has been the focus of investigations by the Anthropological Studies 
Center (ASC), Sonoma State University Academic Foundation, Inc. 
(SSUAF), for the past decade. 1 Investigations of prehistoric use of the 
project area -now known to have stretched back as much as 9 ,000 years -
were the subject of a March 1996 SCA Newsletter article ("Archaeologi
cal and Geoarchaeological Investigations of the Los Vaqueros Project Area, 
Contra Costa County, California" by Jack Meyer and Jeff Rosenthal). The 
present article deals with Euroamerican settlement of the Vasco, as the 
area came to be known in the mid-19th century, which began in 1844 
when three California-born brothers-in-law were awarded the Ca;iada de 
los Vaqueros ("Valley of the Cowboys") by the Mexican government His-

. oric-period land use of the grant closely paralleled statewide agricultural 
trends, moving from open range during the Mexican and early American 
periods, to fenced pasturage in the 1860s, to large-scale grain cultivation 
in the 1880s (Praetzellis et al. 1996). By that time the grant was owned by 
railroad magnate Charles McLaughlin and was divided into tenant ranches 
ranging in size from 200 to 1,000 acres. This arrangement continued well 
into the 20th century and had far-reaching ef-
fects on land-use patterns, which continued to 
be characterized by mixed farming on rela-
tively small parcels and, in some places. a re-
version to range land. Land-use on the Vasco ~ 
was conservative compared to surrounding 
areas, where capital-intensive, profit-oriented 
specialty-crop cultivation was made possible 

by large-scale irrigation projects. e1: 

Intensive archaeological survey and 
documentary research have identified the re
mains of33 National Register-eligible histori
cal sites or site components within the Los 
Vaqueros project area, representing occupa
tion of the land grant from the 1840s up 
through the first half of the 20th century 
(SSUAF 1992). One of the oldest sites, dat
ing to the 1850s when the grant land was still 
open range, is the Vasco Adobe, which was 
excavated by ASC archaeologists in the sum
mer of 1994. T he Adobe holds particular in-

Basques who had emigrated to California from their homeland in the 
Guipuzcoa province of Spain, arriving via Argentina. Careful examina
tion of the architecture and material remains the Basques left behind at 
the Vasco Adobe reveals a unique blend of tradition, innovation, and ap
propriation. 

Among the Basques who built the VascoAdobe were the Al tube 
brothers-Pedro and Bernardo-who later went on to Nevada to estab
lish a cattle-ranching empire near Elko (Patterson et al. 1969). Their jour
ney from Spain to Argentina followed a custom practiced by all but the 
eldest sons-a custom dictated by the Basque tradition of primogeniture. 
Pedro and Bernardo followed their three older brothers to South America, 
but found the Argentinean ranches already firmly in the hands of the rich 
and the powerful. Pedro, not interested in working someone else's land, 
set off for California when news of the Gold Rush reached Buenos Aires 
in 1848. and Bernardo followed in 1851. 
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erest because it was built during California's 
early American period by a group of Spanish Figure I . Vasco Adobe foundation elements exposed during archaeological investigations in 1994; 

bird's-eye view is to the south; semi-circular feature is lO foot in diameter. 
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President's Message 
by Breck Parkman 

I am writing this message two days after our Bakersfield con
ference. I ha\·e been th inking about the conference all day. It was a good 
meeting. Whereas our previous conference in Bakersfield is fondly re
membered as the meeting with the "Cooties," this one will be remem
bered fo r its quali ty. Thi>. year's gathering was a tremendous success, 
because the organizers did a superb job of planning it: thanks go to Pro
gram Chair Andy Yatsko and Local Arrangements Co-chairs Glenda and 
Gerri! Fenega. I especially want to thank Glenda, who (according to Gerri!) 
did most of the local arranging. Thanks are also due to Kerstinc Johnson, 
\\"ho saw that the meeting was publicized; to Doug \!anifold, who facili
tated Lewis Binford's participation; and to 1\lalcolm l\!argolin, who, in 
honor of the SCA's 30th anniversary, un\'eiled a special supplement to 
News from Native California entitled "California Indians and Archaeol
ogy.'' There were many others who helped, a~ well, and we of the SC A 
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thank each of you. 

In the Plenary session in Bakersfield, \!ichael \!oratto posed 
the question, "ls there a future for the past?" Ile went on to answer witl1 
the observation that "It all depends on how we handle tl1c changing em 
ronment." ,\s we ha\·e come to realize, our en\·ironmcnt is changing< 
about us. We arc rapidly approaching a new millennium, and already v 
know that our world will never be the same again. Compute1ization and 
the now of information are transfom1ing our world and our li\·es, for bet
ter or worse. Social, economic, and political boundaries arc disappearing 
C\'erywhere, only to be recons tmcted and reinterpreted elsewhere. Here 
in America, we increasingly fear and disli kc mies and regulations, and for 
the sake of short-term economic gain may ultimately tum our back on 
Ill3.ll\" of the en\·ironmental and histrnic preservation gains of the past two 
dec;des. And yet, this is an incredible time to be ali\·e, especially for 
anthropologists' 

I believe that anthropologists have a unique 3.!Jd important pl2 
in our evolving world. Indeed, we can- individually and collectively
play a role in helping to redefine this world we live in. Our research 
abounds with stories of cultural adaptation and survi\'al, innm·ation and 
in\'ention. No matter what the circumstance, humans persevere and tran
scend their own eras. The archaeological record tells us this, and we know 
it to be one of the main reasons for presen·ing archaeological resources. 
The record also tells us where we have been, and it suggest~ where we are 
headed. Thus, archaeologists illuminate past human drama, and breathe 
life into it once more. 

As your president, I will bring an active agenda to the position. 
For example, I \Vant to increase the SC A's lobbying effort, to help insure 
that the historic presen·ation achie\·ements of the past few decades are not 
negated. Jn the coming years, it will be important that each of us become 
more involved in efforts to educate legislators in Sacramento and Wash
ington, if we are to hold the line in historic prese1Tation. The line can be 

held, but we must all pitch in and help. 

\Ve also must make public interpretation an important part of 
our projects. Surely, if our fellow citizens are to continue supporting pres
e1Tation programs, it is essential that they be made aware of the impor
l3.!Jce of our work. The best way to achie\·e that is through interprcti \·e 
outreach. As Dana .t-.!cGowan noted in the Plenary session in Bakers
field, we need to consider public benefit as the firs\ priority of archaeol
ogy. Studies indicate that the majority of Americans will support historic 
preservation and environmental protection, if they know the significance 
of the resources. Therefore, public outreach is one of our best tools in th. 
war to protect America's archaeological heri tage. \Ve mu~t instill an 

(continued next page) 
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President's Message 
(Continued from page 2) 

:erpretive ethic in California archaeology, so as to make public the mean
g and significance of our work. One way to do this is to propel the SCA 
,wn the Inf onnation Highway. We now have a homepage on the InterNet, 

and already the possibili ties are unlimited. In our next Newsletter, 1 will 
tell you more about my plans for the InterNet. 

We also must seek common ground with those around us. I will 
continue the SC A's efforts at bringing archaeologists and Native Ameri
cans together, and I will seek other ground, on which environmentalists, 
historians, and the general public can share the excitement and promise 
that our discipline offers. As Bill Mungary, Chairof the Native American 
Heritage Commission, suggested to us in Bakersfield, we must communi
cate, seek partnerships, and stay on the high ground. I believe that the 
high ground is the common ground for all who will build a better future. 

We must all become more involved. Please write letters to your 
elected officials. Send them lots of e-Mail. Better yet, talk to them di
rectly about your concerns regarding historic preservation. Talk to the 
teachers and schoolchildren in your neighborhood; volunteer to enlighten 
them. Never before has it been so important that we give presentations on 
archaeology in our local schools. Challenge yourself to give at least one 
such talk this year. If each of us gives just one talk, we'll reach over 
20,000 kids. Children love archaeology, and they want to know more 
about it Don't forget that they grow up to become voting adults, and 
along the way, influence all those around them. 

The world is changing, and the future will be what we make of 
it. Archaeologists can help to make it a good place to be, where things 
wortl1 remembering and keeping are valued and preserved. Now is the 

•

me to organize ourselves to seek positive change, to reach out, find com
on ground, revitalize, adapt, endure, defend, transcend. There is a call 

going out in every direction, and it is a call to action. In the words of the 
late Edward Abbey, "Be loyal to what you love, be true to the earth , fig ht 
your enemies with passio11 a11d laughter." 

The Vasco Adobe 
(Continued from page 1) 

With their combined experience in the cattle business and the skyrocket
ing demand for beef, the brothers left the mines and went into ranching 
(Hovey 1990). 

By 1857 Bernardo had joined a group of three other Basques to 
purchase a half-interest in the Canada de los Vaqueros land grant, prime 
grazing land in close proximity to the markets of the San Francisco Bay 
Area. Bernardo and his partners transferred their interest in Los Vaqueros 
to Pedro Aftube and Louis Peres in 1864. Peres, a French-born entrepre
neur with a wholesale cattle-slaughtering business in San Francisco, con
tinued in partnership with Al tube until 1881, although the latter had moved 
his cattle en terpri se to Nevada ten years earlier. 

The Vasco Adobe undoubtedly served as a headquarters for 
cattle-ranching activities at Los Vaqueros from at least 1857, when the 
Basques participated in a rodeo tl1ere, until the early 1880s, when Peres 
finally lost his title to the property. The land was just one piece of a vast 
tt~•work of ranches owned and operated by Basque nationals throughout 

ifomia, and as such, the adobe built there was probably never intended 
ea permanent home. Instead, it was built as shelter for vaqueros who 

uou.ntained the ranch land, or perhaps as a home for the few weeks or 
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months of the year when the cattle herds were passing through and the 
landowners and their families were in residence. 

The Yasco Adobe was built on the inside curv·e of a deep mean
der in Kellogg Creek, in a spot fully exposed to the sun and away from the 
shade of any tree. The building was oriented to the points of the compass, 
with the long axis aligned east/west. The Adobe-well designed for group 
living-was composed of two rooms: a main room that measured 18 ft. ( 
at least 30 ft., and a smaller room, probably a kitchen, that measured ap
proximately 10 ft. square (the archaeological remains are sh mm in Figure 
1 ). 

'--'" 

Figure 2. Three slop bowls from a ca.-1870 refuse deposit: (a) 
Sydenham-type; (b) a "classical drape" : design; (c) Fig Pattern. 

A large, semi-circular feature constructed of local sandstone formed one 
end of the kitchen. The stones in this curious feature were stacked hori
zontally and were thoroughly interlaced for structural stability; small chink
ing stones filled gaps in the structure, which was held together with a mud 
mortar. The feature, as excavated, measured 10 ft in diameter and 3 ft. 
high. An historical photograph dating to ca. 1910 has recently come to 
light, showing the semi-circular stone feature standing a full 1-1 12 stori es 
high. This massive structure is certainly unique, and research to find an 
architectural precedent for it continues. For the moment, however, it has 
been interpreted as a fireplace, based on evidence of heat alteration to the 
soil at its base, to the mud mortar between the stones, and to tl1e stones 
themselves. The fireplace had no interior hearth, but actually was more 
akin to a firepit, with the stone superstructure encircling its back side. A 
small stone hearth for cooking (approximately 3 ft. square) was adjacent 
to the fireplace, set into the kitchen's dirt !lorn: 

Abutting the back of the fireplace was a large free-standing bread 
oven whose fieldstone base measured a little over 6 ft. 9 in. ( 7 ft. The 
hearth was constructed of fired adobe-style bricks; judging from the quan
tity of these bricks found scattered about the Adobe in later deposits, it is 
probable tl1at the oven dome itself was also fashioned of this material. 

(Continued next page) 
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The Vasco Adobe 
(Continued from page 3) 

The foundation for the Adobe was composed of local fieldstones bound 
with a mud mortar and laid directly on the native ground. The ca.-1910 
photograph shows an adobe building 1-1/2 stories high with a peaked 
roof, a double-hung, wood-sash window in the west-facing gable end, a 
doorway leading out of the main room toward the west, and a deep over
hanging eave supported by posts. The last detail was represented 
archaeologically by a distinctive concentration of well-sorted gravels that 
was interpreted as the drip line. Additionally, there was at least one win
dow on the south side of the house, in the kitchen; an interior doorway 
that led from the main room into the kitchen; and an exterior doorway that 
led from the kitchen to the yard on the north side of the stmcture. 

The adobe bricks used for the walls of the stmcture were prob
ably fabricated on site. To the west of the bread oven was a large pit (7 ( 

12 ft. across and 6 ft. deep) containing a series of alluvial soils and mixed 
fills and capped with three feet of domestic r.Uuse dating from the late 
1860s and early 1870s, \Vhen the site was still being used by the Basque 
ranchers. The feature was probably a borrow pit for native clays used in 
the manufacture of adobe bricks. Some of these bricks were cmdely fired 
and used in the construction of the free-standing bread oven. The fired 
bricks were the onlv ones that survived, but they preserve details of the 
composition and m~rphology of the unfired structural bricks that did not 
survive. The well-mixed paste includes a few small grains of sand temper 
and numerous grasses (Avena sp. [wild oats]) that were mixed with the 
clay as a binder. The bricks were made in a board mold and had finished 
dimensions of 11 in. wide, approximately 17 in. long, and 2-3/4 to 3-1 /8 
in. thick. 

The Vasco Adobe represents an amalgam of the Basques' expe
riences in the Old and New Worlds. As a starting point they chose a New 
World Spanish tradition - the adobe-even though this form of constmc
tion had been largely replaced in 1850s California by the wood-frame 
tradition of New England brought west by the Forty-Niners. In so doing, 
the Basques abandoned the two-story farmhouses of their homeland that 
incorporated shelter for livestock on the lower floor (Westrich 1987: 127), 
a feature that the California climate did not require. Given the humble 
use for which the building was intended (for seasonal housing or perhaps 
for vaqueros), adobe - with its ready availability-was a logical choice 
despite the inherent discomforts of a dank interior. 

Some of this discomfort was ameliorated by the introduction of 
an enormous fireplace - an amenity almost entirely unknown in adobes 
of Spanish and Mexican California. The fireplace obviated the need to 
orient the building cross-wise to the points of the compass-a practice 
adopted by the Spanish adobe builders to maximize the warming effects 
of the sun (Kirker 1957:26). The Basques, with their fireplace, could 
choose the more intuitively aesthetic orientation of the long axis of the 
house to the east and \vest. The house traced the arc of the sun as it rose at 
one end of the main room and set behind the hill, casting its last rays on 
the elegant curve of the fireplace. The coldest, darkest side of the house 
was where the bake-oven door was placed, whereas the most constant sun 
exposure warmed the long southern side of the house with its unbroken 
wall of the main room and the kitchen. The window that pierced the 
kitchen wall on this side of the house was well placed to let in southern 
light 

Facilities for cooking at the Vasco Adobe reflect both Spanish 
and Basque influences. The fireplace itself was an innovation to the Span
ish adobe tradition, and it probably reflected Basque influence. More a 
firepit than a fireplace (because it had no internal hearth), it may have 

SCA Newsletter 30 (2) 4 

provided a place to roast foods Basque-style under an ample bed of coals. 
Or perhaps it was an adaptation of the exterior Spanish broiling pit for 
roasting meat on spits, incorporated in this case into the attached kitchen
an innovation in its own right 

Used for cooking with hot coals, the open hearth was a com 
mon feature of Basque kitchens and can still be found in some mral farm 
houses, where it is often in the center of the kitchen (Baeschlin 1930: 139 
140). Its proximity to the fireplace at the Vasco Adobe may represent an 
innovation that served two purposes: first, to easily obtain cooking coals, 
and second, to take advantage of the nearby chimney to reduce the accu
mulation of smoke in the kitchen. Baking in a bread oven, on the other 
hand, wa5 a common practice amongst the Spanish/Mexican adobe dwellers 
who cooked their food in detached kitchens (Kirker 1957:28). Although 
not unknown in Basque country, free-standing bread ovens are generally 
associated with wheat-based bread (Kniffen 1960:32), a luxury in l 9th
century Spain. Traditional Basque bread was com-based and baked un
der hot coals or fried on a griddle (lsusi 1983: 17, 29-31 ). The bread oven 
at the Vasco Adobe may have been an adaptation to available food sup
plies or perhaps an expression of new-found prosperity. 

Evidence of foodways from two Basque-period (1860s!l870s), 
refuse-filled features corroborates the unique convergence of the old and 
the new in the Basque households at Los Vaqueros. On-site butchering of 
cows and sheep employed traditional tools - axes and cleavers-despite 
the prevalent use of hand saws at most other sites of the period. An un
usually large number of knife scores on the bones, which would have 
resulted from shaving meat from close to the bone, suggests that sau
sages-a typical Basque food - were being made (Gust 1996): Artifacts, 
including numerous olive oil bottles, spice containers, and wme bottles, 
provide more evidence of a traditional diet 

Evidence for non-traditional foodways is also present Basque 
cooking almost always employs a distinctive shallow and handleless earth
enware vessel called a cazuela, in which the food is both cooked and served. 
(Isusi 1983:7). No such ceramic ware was found at the Vasco Adobe site; 
instead, the site occupants relied on the sturdy white improved earthen
wares readily available to them. These were present in some variety, with 
many styles of molded deccration in evidence. The stylistic variability 
and the distribution of vessel forms- mostly plates and saucers wrth a 
few specialized forms- suggest not only that matched sets were not used, 
but perhaps tliat the Adobe kitchen was equipped with odds and ends culled 
from sets that the ranchers' wives had in their permanent, urban residences. 
In particular, the presence of three slop bowls (in which used tea leaves 
were deposited) in three separate patterns is curious, since it would be 
surprising if tea service was a common practice at the working Adobe 
(Figure 2). 

In sum, the overall picture of the Vasco Adobe and its earliest 
inhabitants is decidedly not one of an ethnically pure tradition transplanted 
wholesale from Basque country to a coastal valley in California, but rather 
an ingenious and sensitive adaptation of experience and tradition to a new 
environment and economy. Just as· members of the savvy Basque partner
ship headed by Pedro Al tube seized the economic opportunities afforded 
by the rapid settlement of California by gold seekers, so too drd the~ rec
o gnize the environmental demands of tliis new place and use l11c ir ac

quired knowledge to develop it to their advantage. 

Endnote: 1Archaeological investigations within the Los Vaqueros pr?ject 
area are being undertaken in compliance with Section 106 of the_Nalional 
Historic Preservation Act as amended (16 USC 4701) . Located in south
eastern Contra Costa and northeastern Alameda counties, the Los Vaque-
ros Project is under the auspices of the Contra Costa Water District, which. 
is also acting as the lead state agency. The project consists of a dam and 

(Continued next page) 
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The Vasco Adobe 
(Continued from page 4) 

eservoir water intake and conveyance systems, recreational facilities, and 
itility- a~d road-relocation alignments. The Bureau of Reclamation is_ the 
ead federal agency, with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and the Califor
nia State Water Resources Control Board acting as cooperating federal 
and state agencies. 
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Local Boy Makes Good 

by Amy J. Gilreath 
Far Western Anthropological Research 

Group, Inc. 

At the recently held national meetings for the Society for 
American Archaeology in New Orleans, California's own William "Bill" 
Hildebrandt \vas the sole recipient of the 1996 Award for Excellence in 
Cultural Resource Management. The award is given in one of three 
areas: program administration and management, site preservation, and 
research; Bill's award was for past and ongoing contributions to ar
chaeological research. In his presenlation, SAA President Bill Lipe 
noted many of Bill's achievements, summarized here. 

Beginning with his dissertation work, much of Bill's effort 
has focused on maritime economies and the evolution of coastal adap
tations. As he has matured, his contributions have become increas-

1 ingly more eclectic and now include published and soon-to-be-pub-
1 lished studies on the role of Jacustrine adaptations in central California 
I prehistory; gender organization; and obsidian production and exchange. 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
11 

I 
I ! 

William Hildebrandt. accepting award. Photo © 1996 Haversat/Breschini 
Teaming with his past and present associates at Far \Vestern, 

Bill has produced high-quality technical studies based on multi-year 
excavation programs in interior Northern California (Sacramento River 
Canyon, PGT/PG&E Pipeline), the western Great Basin (Coso Volca
nic Field, China Lake), and the mountains and basins of coastal Cali
fornia (Pilot Ridge, Elkhorn Slough, Santa Clara Valley). Bill's priori
ties and work ethic are reflected in his efforts to disseminate the results 
and data from these large-scale technical works to wider scholarly au
diences. As a result, technical reports from compliance-related studies I 
have been reworked and produced as monogmphs and articles in re- I 
gional and national outlets such as the Ce11ter for Archaeological Re
search at Davis (CARD), The Joumal of California and Great Basin I 

I Anthropology, Journal of Anthropological Archaeology, Coyote Press I 
I Archives of California Prehistory, Papers i11 Northern California A11- I 
I thropology (PINCA), and UCLA Perspectii'es i11 California Arclzaeol- I 
I ogy. I 
I Bill's response to the award has been to point out that much I 
I of the work he has been able to produce comes out of the Far Western I 
I philosophy of "doing high-quality research within a CRM context. " I 
I He also notes that "I am extremely honored and flattered to he the re- I 

cipient of this award. But, receiving commendation for my 'career 
I achievements' at the tender age of 42, I have to wonder if everybody I 
I thinks I'm through." His present Far Western associates and colleagues I 
I say "No way, Bill." I 
L -------------------~ 
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A Note from the Editor 

Please note the following important changes and remind
ers regarding submissions to the Newsletter: 1) my e-Mail ad
dress has changed to sharonw@farwestem.com; 2) as before, I 
can't accept submissions without an electronic (disk oreMail) copy, 
unless it's an "emergency" and they arc very short (112 page or 
less)-there simply isn't enough time to re-type hard copy submis
sions, especially since they tend to come in at, or after, the dead
line; and 3) please use WordPerfect 5.1 or 6.1 for submissions, if 
possible. 

Also note that the deadline for the March issue has been 
changed from February 1 to January 15, and the March issue will 
now come to you 1-2 weeks earlier. This should eliminate the 
problem we had this past March with Annual Meeting forms com
ing to you so late. And on the subject of the March '%issue, I'd 
like to extend my thanks to Pat Mikkelsen and Debbie Jones of Far 
\Yestem for putting together an excellent issue in my absence. For 
those of you who aren't aware of it, Far \Vestem has contributed 
some of my time, as well as Pat and Debbie's. and has made avail
able the FW graphics lab, fax machine, e-Mail, and other faci li ties 
to help produce the Newsletter since I took over from Val in April 
1995. My job would be much more difficult without their support. 

I Society Business & Activities I 
The SCA Turns Thirty, 

or Lew Binford Does Bakersfield 
by Andy Yatsko, 1996 Program Chair 

Over April 3-6, 1996, the Society for California Archaeology 
once again did it up right for our 30th Annual Meeting at the Red Lion Inn 
in Bakersfield. Over 450 SCA members, guests, students, Native Ameri
cans, teachers, and interested locals registered for the meeting. Attend
ees heard over 150 papers in 18 sym!X'sia, viewed a dozen !X'Sters, par
tied in the Pioneer Village, packed the banquet, participated in a work
shop for elementary school teachers, and generally made this Annual 
Meeting another great success. And no small part of its success was due 
to the active participation of our banquet speaker, Lewis R. Binford. 

Binford and his wife, Nancy Stone, flew into Bakersfield on 
Tuesday night and were still going strong late Saturday after returning 
from one of the organized tours. More than any invited speaker I can 
remember, Lew (and he \'l:as that approachable) was omnipresent through
out the entire meeting. From Wednesday, when he had breakfast with the 
organizing co-chairs and lunch with some of our student volunteers, until 
Saturday evening as he showed slides to his local hosl~. Binford shared 
both himself and the "Bakersfield experience" with the meeting attend
ees. On Wednesday, he and Nancy reviewed sym!X'sia offerings and pa
per abstracts, and laid out their meeting itinerary. Throughout Thursday, 
Friday, and Saturday, they could be seen attending papers, engaging in 
conversations in the hallway, and generally enjoying the meeting. Binford 
may have set a new standard for our future guest speakers. 

Other standards, and perhaps new SCA traditions, were also 
established. Thursday night's party (calling it a "beer and wine tasting" 
doesn't do this year's event justice) at the Kem County Museum's Pioneer 
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Village, with its great "stomping music" by a local C&W band, barbecue 
for dinner, and flowing beer and wine ("two colors - red or white"), has 
had nothing but rave reviews from the over 300 participants. The prece
dent will likely mean "real food" for future Annual Meeting parties and 
significant competition for local restaurants on party night. 

Another im!X'rtant precedent was set by the very successfu' 
Silent Auction that took place in conjunction with the party. Nearl) 
$2,000.00 was contributed to the Society's coffers from bids on the myriad 
items donated by SCA members. Auctioned items ranged from collect
able old books to replica collections of California type artifacts to obsid
ian hydration dates. The success of this year's auction should establish 
this as an annual SCA tradition. Be thinking of what curio, collectable, 
service, or gag item you might contribute to next year's auction. 

Friday night's Awards Banquet was also well attended. Over 
300 people dined together, with perhaps another 75-including the inter
ested Bakersfield public - invited in after dinner to watch the Awards 
Ceremony and hear Lewis Binford speak. The tenor of these !X'St-dinner 
festivities was probably best represented by out-going President Mary 
Maniery's literal "passing-of-the-buck" (a framed dollar bill) to in-com
ing President Breck Parkman. She then continued the forward-looking 
theme she'd earlier established during Thursday morning's plenary sym
!X'sium, "The Future of the Past," by introducing a new interdisciplinary 
sub-field. While the interpretive, and perhaps resurrective, !X'tential of 
"salvation" archaeology's merging of the sacred and profane is yet to be 
established, Mary's legacy in the Society seems assured. 

Lewis R. Binford. Photo © 1996 HaversatSreschini 
As it traditionally does, the Awards Ceremony acknowledged 

im!X'rtant accomplishments and contributions by Society members. Cer
tificates of Commendation were presented to Local Arrangements Co
chairs Gerri t and Glenda Fenenga, and to myself, for our work in organiz
ing the Bakersfield meeting. Anne Duffield-Stoll also received a Certifi
cate of Commendation for her contributions as the SCA's Avocational 
Society Coordinator. On that note, the Helen C. Smith Avocational Soci
ety Award was presented to the Friends of Sierra Rock, represented by 
Bill Drake. The Martin A. Baumhoff Special Achievement Award was 
given to Malcolm Margolin for his promoting of Native American issues 
through publication of NewsfromNative California . John Foster received 
the Mark Raymond Harrington Award for his contributions to California 
archaeology during a long association with California State Parks. The 
first ever James Bennyhoff Memorial Fund award subsidizing graduate 
research was presented by Terry Jones to Nelson Siefkin of CSU Bakers
field. Finally, and perhaps most memorably, the SC A's Lifetime Achieve
ment Award went to Claude Warren. The presentation was made bv Mark 
Sutton, whose sincerely emotional introductory remarks involved humor
ous anecdotes about doing fieldwork with Claude, and about how he in
fluenced Mark's decision to return to school in pursuit of an academic 
career. 

Following the Awards Ceremony was Lewis I3inford's muc 
anticipated talk. (Continued next page, 
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Earlier in the week. Binford had debated the topic of his banquet presen
tation; he apparently was prepared to talk on most anything. He finally 
chose to introduce his forthcoming book, which uses contemporary, world
wide climatic and ethnographic data to seek correlations in cultural pat
terning. Reactions following the banquet suggest that this publication 
will be no less controversial than his past offerings. 

... 
Mary Maniery & Malcolm Margolin. Photo © 1996 Haversat/Breschini 

Gerrit Fenenga reports that Saturday afternoon's two organized 
tours also were successful, with full buses and interesting destinations. 
Mark Sutton led the prehistoric tour to archaeological sites at Buena Vista 
Lake, and Patrice Jeppson guided the historic tour of Depression-era and 
arty oil industry sites in the southern Valley. Both were accompanied by 
amera LTe\VS from three local television stations, and the participants 

_!early enjoyed themselves. 

Claude Warren. Photo © 1996 Haversat/Breschini 
Finally, Gerrit. Glenda and I know that our Certificates of Com

mendation and the membership's very positive remarks on the quality of 
this year's Annual Meeting are not solely the result of our own efforts. We 
want to express our sincere thanks to the often invisible volunteer staff 
who helped smooth the rough points and made this year's Annual Meeting 
a success. We couldn't have done it without them. We especially want to 
thank Nelson and Susan Siefkin: him for his sometimes Herculean efforts 
in keeping audio visual support in place and on time. and her for organiz
ing the many CSU Bakersfield anthropology student "volunteers" \vho 
··elieved ourconcems about the registration process. Individual recogni-

on is also due Jay Henshaw for persistently manning the information 
1ble. Stacy and Bruce Tisler deserve special thanks for using their local 
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connections to help get the band, beer and wine for the party. The Silent 
Auction \Vould have heen moot (not mute) without the organizational skills 
of Gwyn Alcock and Robin Tidmore. We also want to express our appre
ciation to Doug ~:lanifold and his wife Pal, for originally contacting Lew 
Binford about being our quest speaker and then serving as his hosts and 
guides throughout the meeting. Lastly, we thank the SCA membership 
for your participation and support of this year's Annual tvleeting. 

Personally, it's been a great pleasure to serve as Program Chair 
this past year. The duty pro\•ides a unique opportunity to communicate 
with a state-wide cross-section of the Society's membership. I also learned 
that it's "Yokuts," notYokut" (or did anyone besides Gerrit notice?) Thanks 
for all your cooperation and patience. Maybe we'll do it again in five or 
ten years. See you next year in Rohnert Park! 

Proceedings Style Guide Revision 
Submission of Papers For Publication 

It's time again to submit papers for publication in Volume 10 of 
the Proceedings. Any well-written paper presented at the annual meeting 
may be included in the Proceedings. Papers must be submitted by July I. 
1996 to the Editor: 

.Judyth Recd 
6440 Westgate Lane 
Willows. CA 95988 

Authors who think they may have difficulty meeting the due 
date should contact the Editor promptly at 916-934-3316 (office number). 

Important Subomsion Information 

The style guide for submission of papers for publication in the 
Proceedings will be revised this year and included in Volume 10 of the 
Proceedings; the following are guidelines and suggestions for submis
sion of papers. On any point not covered here, authors should refer to the 
style guide published in Volume 3 until the revised style guide is pub
lished. Please contact the Editor prior to submission to discuss any ques
tions you may have about these brief guidelines, the style guide, or any 
other matter related to submission of your paper. 

L Length of Papers 

Rising printing costs necessitate control of the length of the 
document we produce. The Executive Board has decided that it is impor
tant for the Proceedings to continue to publish material presented at the 
annual meetings; therefore, we will continue to accept for publication any 
well-w1itten paper presented at the meetings, without establishing an ac
ceptance/non-acceptance policy. A page/word count limit on papers has 
been established instead. Papers should not exceed eight (8) single-spaced, 
typewritten pages, plus references. in Courier type (10-point) or a close 
equi\·alent lvtargins should be at least l" at top. bottom. and each side. 
Please do not attempt to get around the length limit by submitting a paper 
in smaller type. for instance, or with reduced margins. Assuming a word 
count of approximately 300 words per page. papers should not exceed 
2500 words total. or tl1e equivalent with adjustment made for pages of 
tables. graphs. etc. Any author who feels shethe absolutely cannot meet 
the page/word count limit should contact the Proceedings Editor prior to 
submission. We will be as flexible as circumstances allow. but final deci
sions on paper length \'vill be made by the Editor. Papers that are too long 
will be returned to tl1e author for revision, unless prior agreement has 
been reached with tl1e Editor. (Continued next page) 
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Proceedings Style Guide (Cont.) 

2. Disk Formati\\'ord Processing Application 

All papers must be submitted both in hard copy and on com
puter disk (3 L'2 or 5 114), in IBtvl WordPertect; any deviation from this 
standard must be approved by the Editor prior to submission. Papers that 
arrive in a format!word processing application that the Editor cannot ac
commodate will be returned to the author with a request to provide it in 
the required fomia t!application. In this matter, also, we will be as flexible 
as circumstances allow. Thanks to voluntary assistance from others, cer
tain other formats /applications can be converted and accommodated on a 
case-by-case basis. Conversion from one format to another almost al
ways requires some additional fomiatting/editing worlc, so for the sake of 
timely completion of the volume, the number of such submissions must 
be limited and some formats /applications cannot be accepted. Papers that 
arrive with no disk will be returned to the author for re-submission with a 
disk. Authors who feel they have no way to get their paper on a disk 
should contact the Editor prior to submission. Disks that appear to be 
defective or to have problems that preclude or inhibit the editing task will 
be rejected and a new disk reques ted from the author, usually with spe
cific instructions. 

Use of unnecessarily complicated or highly individualized or 
"stylized" document styles complicates the editing and formatting job. 
We reformat the documents to the style used in the Proceedings, and so 
have to undo conflicting format styles. A simple paragraph format with 
first line indented, regular margins, and spacing and other attributes fol
lowing the original style guide works best 

3. Photos 

For the present, authors who want to include photos must pro
,·ide camera-ready half-tones with their submission. With greater use of 
computer technology that allows for scanning photos onto disks, this re
quirement may change in the future. 

4. Hard Copy 

The hard copy and the disk version must match. Because Initial 
editing is done on the hard copy, differences between the two versions 
may be missed. 

5. References 

Note the fomiat for References Cited and follow it, please. Es
pecially, note that nothing ~ underlined. Please do not underline 
references. Use Italics Instead. If uncertain of the format, look at a 
recent issue of the Proceedings or American Antiquity. Also note that 
authors' entire names, rather than initials. should be used in references. 
unless the author has been designated by initials in the original publica
tion. Double check publication dates in references within the body of the 
paper and in References Cited, to be sure that you have the correct date 
and that you have used the same date for a given reference each time. 
Authors of submitted papers will be a5ked to supply correct names and 
dates for references with such errors found during the editing process. 
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Summary of the Minutes of the April 3, 
1996 Executive Board Meeting 

by Gerrit L. Fenenga 

The Executive Board Meeting was called to order at 2: 15 p.m. 
in the Sequoia Room of the Red Lion Hotel in Bakersfield. In attendana 
were current Board members Mary Maniery, Breck Parkman, Julia 
Costello, Jeanne Arnold, John Pryor, Constance Cameron, Kathleen Long, 
and Gerrit Fenenga; and incoming Board members Lynne Christenson, 
Ken Wilson, and Lynn Gamble. Visitors included Tom Layton, Marlc Gary, 
and Andy Yatsko. Kristina Roper, Judyth Reed. and Russell Kaldenberg 
also made short presentations. Approval of the minutes of the January 
meeti ng was deferred until June. 

Kathleen Long reported for the Business Office. Paid member
ships total 707, with additions expected in the next few days at the meet
ings. Long also discussed problems with the NPS fiscal contributions to 
Archaeology Weck (1995) that have resulted from an accounting error. 
This will be remedied, and Roger Kelly has pledged another $800 for this 
year. 

Maniery presented the results of the elections: Lynn Gamble is 
our new President-Elect, Lynne Christenson the Southern Vice President, 
Ken Wilson the Northern Vice President, and Gerrit Fenenga \viii con
tinue as Secretary. 

Next came discussion of the Annual Meetings. Maniery began 
with Paula Sutton's letter requesting a change of date for our annual meet
ings, since they often conflict with those of the Society For American 
Archaeology. After some discussion, Cameron moved that \Ve do not 
change our meeting date; Costello seconded, motion passed unanimously. 
Fenenga reported that pre-registration numbers for the 1996 meetings werr 
around 350, with about 250 registering for the banquet and 300 for th1 
wine/beer tasting reception. Manier)' reviewed the award winners at thi! 
year's banquet and announced two new speakers for the Plenary Session: 
State Historic Preservation Officer Cheri lyn Widell, and Bill Mungary, 
Chair of the Native Americ:in Heritage Commission. It was suggested 
that we should make a point of regularly inviting these offices to our an
nual meeting. Parkman announced again that David Hurst Thomas has 
agreed to attend next year's meeting at Rhonert Park a~ our Banquet speaker. 
Maniery, reporting for Mike Sampson, said that the hotel for the San Di
ego meetings in 1998 has donated a free night's stay (value $179.00) to 
the Silent Auction and will provide rooms to the membership for $75 a 
night. 

Costello reported that the Procedures Manual has been revised. 
The first half covers the responsibi li ties of the Executive Board and the 
second, the procedures for holding the Annual Meetings. The latter still 
needs some fine-tuning; since the circumstances for each meeting vary, 
this section of the manual also may require continuous updating. 

Maniery and Pryor discussed progress with the BL\! public 
education program. Mary Gorden has taken over as Chair of the commit
tee and is asking for volunteers. Pryor said tlrere was a workshop a t the 

Meetings where unresolved problems would be considered. Costello noted 
it was a good time to get the public involved with archaeology. Fenenga 
volunteered to help on the committee, since one of the three regional teach
ing programs will be in the Central Valley. 

Maniery and Parlcman reported on the Newsletter for Sharon 
Waechter. She has agreed to serve as editor for at least one more year an< 
wishes to retain the four (rather than six) issue format. 

(Continued next page 
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To avoid the late posting of the Annual Meetings registration materials, 
she suggested either mailing the materials separately from the Newsletter 
(as has happened in the past) or moving the deadline for the March issue 
from February 1 to January 15. A discussion ensued over the possibility 
of a return to a bimonthly Newsletter. Costello pointed out that the SCAs 
new Web Page could alleviate some of the concerns for rapid information 
sharing and other needs served by a bimonthly format 

Committee Reports were next on the agenda Parkman reported 
that Larry Weigel will take over as Chair of the Avocational Committee; 
Ann Dufield-Stoll has retired after many years of excellent service. the 
Easement Committee is on hold due to snow, but will report at the June 
Board meeting. Discussions about the Nominations Committee begru1 with 
clarification of procedures involving appointment of the Board and noti
fication of the winners. Long indicated there was a low response to the 
election (264 returns out of 700 sent) and suggested we might move up 
the dates for the election materials; this will be considered in June. 

Kristina Roper reported for the new Electronic Communication 
Committee that the SCA's Internet Web Page is up and running; the ad
dress is 1-fITP://WWW. SCAnetorg, and we are listed as a link on about 
20 different search engines. After describing some of the immediate mer
its and benefits of our Web Page 3l1d the number of "hits" we've already 
had, Roper mentioned the possible use of our home page for advertising 
purposes. Discussion of the pros and cons of this use followed. Costello 
made a motion that we allow advertising on the SCA home page. C3l11eron 
econded, motion passed un3J1imously. 

Archaeology Week was next on the agenda This year's poster 
(by Tammara Ekness) is ready, and Thad Van Buren has sent a letter offer
ing to sell them to museums in California for resale. Next year we will 
return to a poster competition. Maniery stated that the BLM and USFS 
have provided funding, but the BLM less th3l1 previously. She said Russell 
Kaldenberg hoped to find additional BLM support monies in the fall. 
Maniery then discussed other possible funding sources, notably granting 
agencies. Archaeologists at UC Berkeley had written the Board to ask if 
the dates for Archaeology Week could be moved, since it coincides with 
their final exam week. California Archaeology Week is tied nationally to 
National Historic Preservation Week, but the Board was uncertain as to 
the flexibility of this structure. Consideration was deferred to the Archae
ology Week workshop and the June meeting of the Board. 

Judy th Reed arrived to report on the Proceedings, and the Board 
complimented her on the new volume. She discussed difficulties with 
rising costs of production, limiting the length of contributions, and dead
lines. Costello moved that we let Proceedings editors limit the length of 
papers, at their discretion. Arnold seconded, the motion carried un3J1i
mously. It was decided that the style guide, last published in Volume 3, 
would be revised and published again. 

Russel Kaldenberg spoke next, about his concern over two is
sues: SCA archival materials and the possibility of republishing the SCA 
Newsletter in a hardbound volume, as some other organizations have done; 
and current developments concerning the future of the Advisory Council 
- nd its role in monitoring the BLM 3l1d other fede ral agencies. These 
;sues were discussed and Maniery said the SCA should exrunine the pro
osed program agreement and send a response. 
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Parkman provided news about the status of the :vlembership 
Committee. Dwight Simons has resigned as Chair since he has moved to 
Nevada and doubts he can serve effectively from there. Tom Layton has 
made a generous offer to donate $250 to help offset student membership 
costs. He suggested the SCA use these monies for matching new student 
membership costs, with the students paying $6 and SCA the other $6. 
Manie!)' mentioned a suggestion she had received to have reduced mem
bership rates for Native Americans to encourage their involvement with 
the Society. Costello made a motion that \\1e approve a $15 membership 
rate for Native Americans. Fenenga seconded, and the motion passed. 

Parkman next reported on the Publicity Committee, noting that 
Kerstine Johnson prepared the flyer mailed with the election ballots and 
media publicity packet for the meetings. Various members of the Board 
expressed their compliments about these, and there was a short discussion 
of other ways we might use her talents most effectively. 

Maniery reported for the Native American Committee that the 
workshops were going as planned, with the first to be hosted by the Salinan 
Nation in May. (Ed. note: see de Barros article, this Issue.) Parkm3J1 
summarized developments with the Development (Finance) Committee 
and suggested that a follow-up call be made to organizations who donated 
funds last year to thank them and inquire if they intend to donate again 
this year. Legislation Committee news was presented by Maniery, who 
passed around a series of eMail messages from ACRA. T here are pro
jected ch3J1ges in the OHP, which intends to curtail Section 106 reviews 
because it doesn't want to be the "federal hammer;" this may result in a 
loss of resource protection. Kaldenberg's earlier concerns were also reit
erated. 

Representative Reports were next on the agenda. Costello pro
vided an update on the Archaeology Subcommittee of the Preservation 
Task Force. The report is finished and will be sent out for review soon. 
Preliminary comments are that it is "fantastic" and "impressive." This 
document will be 3J1 appendix in the State Plan and can be cited and used 
for future decision-making regarding archaeological resources. tvlanierv 
reported the C',alifomia Register is out for review. The Information Ce;
ters have new referral lists and the new site records are open to public 
comment The Information Center Advisory Group probably will meet 
only once more. Manie!)' asked Parkman if he would ask Paul Chace to 
continue as TEA liaison and reported that Phyllisa Eisentraut went to the 
SHRC meetings in February and passed around copies of her minutes. 
We are on the May 3 agenda and will need Archaeology Week posters and 
brochures to hand out 

Maniery next reported that the Sacramento Archaeological So
ciety wishes to include the SCA as ru1 associated organization on their 
new brochures. She had already consented to this, provided they made a 
monetary donation to the SCA. 

Revisions to the Strategic Plan agreed upon by the Board last 
January still need to be made. Miscellaneous business was discussed next. 
A suggestion had been received that we consider revising the SCA logo 
on the grounds that it was old, outdated, and not appropriate. The Board 
disagreed with these arguments and tabled this suggestion. The SOCAS 
had been sent a letter from a book publisher asking to be listed as a source 
of information in an upcoming book designed to "encourage young people 
in the hobby of arrowhead/surface collecting." l1vlike Sampson had al
ready responded and Parkman stated he would also write a letter on be
half of the SCA condemning the encouragement of this behavior. 

Next was a discussion of proposed revisions in the San Diego 
County cultural resource ordinance. IV!aniery asked Lynne Christenson if 
she could track the progress of this and keep the SCA informed, so we 
could respond in a timely fashion if needed. (Continued next page) 
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The last order of business was the Budget. Cameron provided 
copies and these were reviewed. New budget discussion and decisions 
were deferred until the next Board meeting. The April 3 meeting ad
journed at 8:40 p.m. 

Summary of the Minutes of the April 6, 
1996 Executive Board Meeting 

by Gerrit L. Fenenga 

The Executive Board Meeting was called to order at 7: 13 a.m. 
in the Sequoia Room of the Red Lion Hotel in Bakersfield. In attendance 
were Board members Breck Parkman, Mary Maniery, Lynn Gamble, Lynne 
Christenson, Ken Wilson, Constance Cameron, Gerrit Fenenga, and 
Kathleen Long. Visitors included Jane Gothold, Paul Chace, and Beth 
Padon. Approval of the minutes from the April 3 Board meeting were 
postponed until the June Meeting. 

The agenda began with updates on the Bakersfield meetings. 
Approximately 450 people attended, with about 300 attending the Ban-
4uet and 325 the reception. About 65 people went on the prehistoric site 
tour and about 35 on the historic tour. All 150 !-shirts were sold, and there 
were requests for more. 

Parkman reported that Barb Voss would be Program Chair for 
the 1997 meetings in Rohnert Park, with Adrian Praetzellis and Glenn 
Caruso in charge of local arrangements. The 1997 meetings will follow 
the same Wednesday-to-Saturday schedule we used in Bakersfield. The 
1998 meetings will be held in San Diego, and Ron May will be Program 
Chair. Mike Sampson will cover local arrangements. The following year, 
the meetings will be somewhere in Northern California, perhaps the San 
Francisco Bay area; Kathleen Hull has volunteered to serve as Program 
Chair if they are held in Berkeley. There is talk of the meetings being in 
Palm Springs in the year 2000. 

Other meetings issues included the problem of papers running 
over their allotted time, how many papers a person should be allowed to 
present, whether or not presenters should be notified if their papers are 
accepted, how to deal with people who attend but do not register, and 
what to do about those individuals who steal the remaining wine from the 
reception. The only conclusions reached were that Symposia Chairs are 
responsible for controlling the speakers and that we should bill the wine 
thieves. 

Long reported for the Business Office that the SCA has no photo 
archives. It was suggested we send out a call for old photos and create an 
archivist/historian position w·11hin the Society. Christenson made a mo
tion that the SCA develop a historian position; Maniery seconded and the 
motion carried with all in favor. Jane Gothold volunteered to serve as 
Chair of the newly created SCA History Committee, and Maniery offered 
help from northern California. 

Cameron provided the Treasurer's report, which consisted of 
clarification of a minor error discovered in the Budget at the April 3 meet
ing and noting that a $5,000 check had been received from the meeting 
revenues and should be included in the final budget figures. 
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Parkman provided an update on the Newsletter. \Ve will stay 
with a quarterly format for now and will try to use the Internet for an
nouncements which require more timely responses. Maniery moved that 
Sharon Waechter be retained as editor; Fenenga seconded and the motion 
passed unanimously. Some new columns are anticipated in the News/et 
ter: Jeanne Arnold has suggested an information exchange column, anc 
Parkman a column profiling archaeologists working in California. HE 
has asked Bob Orlins to work on the latter; Bob is considering it. 

The Proceedings was discussed next. Maniery moved that 
Judyth Reed be asked to stay on as editor. Christenson seconded and 
motion passed, with all in favor. Cameron brought up the issue of the use 
of Proceedings articles and copyright law. Jane Gothold said that per
mission should be granted if credit is given, as they do with the PCAS 
Quarterly. Christenson suggested the Board think about it and put this on 
the agenda for the June meeting. 

Committee overviews were presented next Maniery stated that 
the theme for next year's Archaeology Week will be "Messages From the 
Past," a concept coming from an essay written by a sixth- grade girl. The 
bookmark contest will take place again next year; copies of this year's 
winners were passed around. Maniery al so reported that the Native Ameri
can Programs Committee had held their workshop the previous day and 
that Bill Mungary, Chair of the Native American Heritage Committee, 
had attended. The committee had a lengthy discussion about monitoring 
and intend to meet once more before their workshop in May. Parkman 
reported that Publicity Committee chair Kerstine Johnson is attending the 
SAA meetings in New Orleans, where she is in a colloquium on working 
together to integrate archaeology with other groups. It also was suggested 
we involve her with the Membership Committee. 

There was no news to report for the Development (Finance) 
Committee, except that Parkman will be talking with Gamble, the new 
Chair. Maniery reported from the Legislative front that SCA should ge 
tied into ACRA, and that SCA members should get their e-Mail addresse: 
to the Business Office to facilitate communication. The San Diego Count~ 
Resource Ordinance issue discussed at the business meeting will be in
vestigated further by Lynne Christenson. Maniery has talked with Kathleen 
Hull about continuing her work on the Easement problem and she has 
agreed to do so, as will Trudy Vaughn, when the weather improves in 
northern California. The Nominations Committee was discussed next, 
centered around procedures for appointing members and about changing 
the deadlines to improve the election process. Board members were asked 
to bring three names to the June meeting. 

Representative updates were discussed next, most of which had 
been covered during the Business Meeting the previous evening and so 
were not discussed again. Paul Chace brought up the fact that TEA will 
continue and that we should remain involved. There will be a new ver
sion discussed in Congress, and we should keep this in our agenda. Maniery 
said the Society has not done much and asked how we could support this 
program. Chace reminded us that it is important we make political part
nerships. 

Maniery reported that the BUv! education group has established 
a September 30 deadline to develop a draft manual and lesson plan. The 
Central Valley documents will be completed first, and the desert last. Mary 
Gorden will figure out billing issues such as how to spend the money. 

Parkman reported that we are now on the Internet, and we should 
think about ways to use this new technology. He next reviewed the re
sponsibilities of the new Executive Board members, and we moved on tP 
Miscellaneous issues. Cameron asked about a followup on the PCL ar 
tide we had discussed during the January meeting; 

(Continued next page, 

June 1996 



Society & Business Activites 
(Continued from page 10) 

Board Meeting April 6 (Cont.) 

Parkman said it appeared to be mostly phony and we should not cut our 
ties with this group. Maniery brought up the issue of lobbying for SCA 
awards and how we might control this; it was decided to consider this at 
the June meeting, to be held on June 15at lO:OOa.m. at PAR Environmen
tal Services, Inc. in Sacramento. The April 6 meeting adjourned at 8:58 
a.m. 

Summary of the Annual Business 
Meeting, April 4, 1996 

by Gerrit L. Fenenga 

The SCA Annual Business Meeting was called to order at 5:07 
p.m. by President Mary Maniery. The minutes of the April 6, 1995 An
nual Business Meeting as they appeared in the Newsletter were approved 
by the attendees. 

Manicry opened the meeting by introducing the new members 
of the Executive Board: Lynn Gamble is incoming President-elect, I .ynne 
Christenson the Southern Vice President, Ken Wilson the Northern Vice 
President, and Gcrrit Fenenga continues as Secretary. She followed with 
some announcements relating to Annual Meeting events and by acknowl
edging and thanking Judyth Reed for her job on the new Proceedings 
volume, Malcolm Margolin forthe SCA insert in News From Native Ca/i
'?mia, and Sharon Waechter for her continuing work as editor of the News
mer. Next year's Annual Meeting will be held in Rohnert Park, Sonoma 
:aunty, with Barbara Voss serving as Program Chair and Adrian Praetzellis 

and Glenn Caruso as Local Arrangements Co-chairs. 

Cameron began the Officer's Reports with the Treasurers's sum
mary of the budget for 1995-96: total income for this period was approxi
mately $53,500 and expenses about $44,000; the actual resulting net \Vas 
$8,871. John Pryor next reported that the Northern Data Sharing Meet
ings were a success, and that new approaches included a mixture of data
sharing presentations and discussion workshops. He also acknowledged 
donations by CSU Fresno and the Fresno County Archaeological Society, 
which helped keep costs down. Finally, he thanked the membership for 
the opportunity to serve on the Executive Board, as he found it a reward
ing learning experience. Southern Vice President Jeanne Arnold reported 
that the Southern Data Sharing meetings were a resounding success, with 
approximately 130 people attending, probably an attendance record for 
the 1990s. She also noted on the diverse group that presented papers, 
including students, avocationalists, elementary school teachers, univer
sity faculty, and cultural resource managers. She echoed Pryor's thanks to 
the membership and announced she was initiating a Cooperation Column 
in the Newsletter to facilitate the immediate sharing of research informa
tion. 

Outgoing Past President Julia Costello summarized her activi
ties over the past year, in which she updated the SCA Procedures Jvlanual 
and worked on the SHRC Sulx:ommittce on Archaeology. Pat Martz as
sisted her in the latter, reporting that the draft is now completed and being 
distributed to the public for review. The report, which will be incorpo
-ated into the California State Plan for Historic Preservation, makes rec
Jmmendations on standards, data management, curation, cultural resource 
nanagemenl, and public outreach. These recommendations will change 
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the way archaeology is practiced in C'ali fomia; public comment is invited. 
Public hearings will be held at the SHRC meeting on !'\fay 3 in Sacra
mento. Costello and Jvlartz thanked all who participated in this project. 

Terry Jones provided an update on the Bcnnyhoff /'..lemorial 
Fund. In the short two years it has been in existence, the account ha~ 
grown to nearly $10,000. A final solicitation will be made in the spring, 
and it is anticipated that the fund will be self-supporti ng and will provide 
long-term support for student research. A request for proposals was sent 
in the fall, and the first award totaling $1,0<Xl will be awarded at tl1e Ban
quet this year. Next year they expect to award another $1,000; in addi
tion, Tom Origer and Richard Hughes have offered to contribute 100 ob
sidian hydration dates and XRF work. 

Committee Reports began with Parkman discussing the Devel
opment (Finance) Committee, suggesting that we need to think of new 
ways to r.iise funds. He will be working with Lynn Gamble, who assumes 
the Chair of this committee with her recent election, to develop a system 
that works effectively. Beth Padon and Thad Van Buren then reported for 
the Archaeology Weck Committee. Padon thanked the Society member
ship and asked for our continued support during Archaeology Weck. She 
invited attendees to the workshop the following day and spoke briefly 
about the distribution of this year's poster. Van Buren, who coordinated 
the production of this year's poster, said that he would be selling copies, 
signed by artist Tammara Ekness, at the Reception. He also noted that the 
poster was expensive to produce and that he has made an effort to initiate 
sales through various museums throughout the state. 

Anne Duffield-Stoll presented her last statements as Chair of 
the Avocational Societies Committee. She said she was originally ap
pointed by Jim Woodward and in her lengthy term had redefined the posi
tion to encompass three different jobs: creation of a list of some 41 
avocational groups representing an estimated membership of 4,327 indi
viduals; tracking these groups four or six times a year to report their ac
tivities in the Newsletter; and helping Dick Markley create the Helen C. 
Smith Award. In the future she would like to sec some resolution on 
insurance for avocational societies, more help with communication (per
haps the new SCA Web Page will assist in this). and involvement with the 
Archaeological Institute of America. Larry Weigel will replace her as 
Chair of this committee. 

Georgie Waugh next reported for the Curation Committee. She 
has been involved with information gathering and working on the cu ration 
element of the SHRC Subcommittee on Archaeology. She feels it is im
portant to keep the SCA membership up-to-dale and is trying to generate 
a questionnaire. This should be ready by late June, and contributions are 
welcome. 

Parkman reported for Lynn Dunbar on the Legislative Commit
tee activities. Recent legislative threats to archaeology have been over
come, but we need to continue monitoring developments in these areas. 
Dunbar's position is that the Committee is responsible only for State leg
islation, and we need to find someone else to keep track of federal issues. 
This committee also needs to work closely \\ith tl1e Electronic Communi
cations Committee. 

Trudy Vaughn summarized the history of the casement problem 
and stated that about half of the easements have been inspected since she 
started the process. Phil de Barros reported that it has been an exciting 
year for the Native American Committee. The first workshop will be held 
this spring, and it will involve two components: instruction and discus
sion; and production of a sourcebook covering legislation, etc. He said 
that Janet Eidsness did most of the work on this. Eidsncss suggested the 
SCA reduce Nati\•e American fees to help their in\'olvcment in the Soci
ety and (Continued next page) 
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Annual Business Meeting 

reiterated the importance of the Native American Program in establishing 
dialogue between lndians and archaeologist<;. Phil thanked all who have 
helped with the work on this committee. 

Next !\!aniery and Gorden talked about the Education Commit
tee and the SCA./BUvl partnership to develop teaching modules to help 
educate teachers ahout California archaeology. Gorden invited interested 
parties to the workshop the next day and briefly described their progress 
so far. Three regions of the state will be covered initially: the northeast, 
the deserts, and the Central Valley. 

Kerstine Johnson gave an animated presentation on the Public
ity Committee. This is a new committee, and she has been busy develop
ing a strategy. She produced the flyer sent out with the election ballots 
and has been working on a brochure and obtaining press coverage for the 
Annual ~-feelings. She also developed a press kit and set up a Publicity 
table in the meeting registration area. Johnson would like to recruit SCA 
members to help, and suggested we might create a system for identifying 
regional archaeological authorities for the press. 

Paul Chace reviewed the history of the TEA grant program and 
advised the membership that a new "son of ICTea" was in the works. He 
will continue on this committee and will keep us updated. Kristina Roper 
and Steve Dondero reported as the new SCA Webmasters for the Elec
tronic Communication Committee, describing the many ways the Internet 
could be used to benefit the SCA. The system is still in its infancy but 
shows considerable promise for tracking developing issues, communicat
ing, advertising the SCA, and many other purposes. Our new Web Page 
address is: http://www.scanetorg. Roper and Dondero need people to 
track issues for them. 

Incoming President Parkman spoke next, acknowledging that 
he has large shoes to fill (a statement that Maniery said could be taken 
several ways!!) and had already learned a great deal ahout the SCA during 
his tenn as President-elect. As for the future of the SCA and where it is 
going, he said this could be summarized in three words: "outreach, out
reach, outreach." Quoting from his grandfather. he said he wished to stay 
the course set by past presidents Costello and Maniery: "if it ain't broke, 
don't fix it." His principal goals as President will be to concentrate on 
legislative awareness, to continue to work in the area of Native American 
relations, to increase interaction with the Historic Preservation Commu
nity, and to expand our involvement with the Internet Lastly, he thanked 
the Committee chairs and SCA membership for their contributions and 
said he was looking fo1ward to the coming year. 

Two topics of new Business were discussed next The first in
volved recent developments in San Diego County that may threaten the 
existing Resource Protection Ordinance that protects large and important 
archaeological sites. After a lively discussion, Christenson was asked to 
monitor this issue so the SCA can respond accordingly. The second topic, 
brought up by Joanne lvfack, was the continuing controversy over the 
change to a quarterly Newsletter. Another lively debate ensued, with the 
apparent consensus that the new Web Page and other fonns of electronic 
communication should alleviate many of the concerns expressed by those 
dissatisfied with the current system. 

The meeting adjourned at 6:40 p.m. 
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Looking Ahead to the 
1997 Annual Meeting 

by Barb Voss, Program Chair 

Next year's SCA Annual Meeting will be held on March 26-
30, 1997, In Rohnert Park. Rohnert Park, perhaps best known as th( 
site of Sonoma State University, is located only a short 40-minute drive 
north from the Golden Gate Bridge. Besides its proximity to the San 
Francisco Bay Area, Rohnert Park is near the historic town of Sonoma 
and the wineries of Sonoma and Napa counties. This setting will be a 
wonderful venue for an exciting Annual Meeting. Adrian Praetzellis and 
Glenn Caruso, the Local Arrangement chairs, have already arranged for 
conference facilities at the Rohnert Park Red Lion Inn. 

Even though the 1996 Bakersfield meeting is just behind us, the 
program for the 1997 meeting is already taking shape. Several people 
have contacted me with ideas for symposia. workshops, roundtable dis
cussions, and tours. You can look forward to continuing the dialogue on 
cultural landscapes and archaeological landscapes, as well as attending 
symposia on the changing legislative climate and teaching archaeology. 
Chuck Whatford will be presenting an archaeological tour of the quarries 
at Annadel State Park, including prehistoric obsidian and chalcedony quar
ries and historic basalt quarries. Several people have suggested a tasting 
tour of Sonoma County's historic wineries. Adrian, Glenn, and I also are 
planning to continue the Bakersfield "tradition" and host the 2nd Annual 
SCA Silent Auction. Finally, SCA President Breck Parkman has asked 
David Hurst Thomas to speak at our annual Awards Banquet Already the 
1997 conference promises to be memorable and rewarding. 

So mark your calendars to be in Rohnert Park March 26-30, 
1997! Adrian, Glenn, and I look forward to seeing you there. 

SCA Net is Up and Running! 
by C. Kristina Roper 

The SCA now has a World Wide Web homepage. Developed 
by C. Kristina Roper and Steve Dondero, SCANet offers Society mem
bers a forum for finding and sharing inforn1ation pertinent to California 
archaeology, cultural resources management. and other related areas. In 
addition to Society business-related areas, including a forthcoming mem
bers-only infonnation area, posted items include current events relating 
to politics, research activities, meeting calendars, and fieldwork and other 
jobs-related opportunities. Links to other Internet sites such as ARCHNet. 
California Parks and Recreation, and FedWorld have been created to pro
vide quick access to "downloadable" software, Code of Federal Regula
tions, other laws and regulations, and other useful information sources. 

SCANet can be accessed by users with or without graphical 
browsers, although the site is best viewed using Netscape 2.0. Because 
web page technology is rapidly changing, we anticipate that SCANet will 
evolve with these changes, so expect the unexpected! Several conve
niences we hope to offer in the near future include a moderated classified 
ad section in which members may post messages of up to three lines of 
text (non-members may also post to this area for a small fee); fee-based 
commercial advertising and links to commercial sites; online member
ship application and purchasing; and downloadable documents including 
newsletter selections, resource reports, proceedings articles, etc. 

Because SCANet is a member-supported forum, we encourage 
all SCA members not only to use the site, but also to participate in its 
topical makeup and maintenance. (Continued next page) 

June 1996 



Society & Business Activites 
(Continued from page 12) 

SCA Net is Up and Running! (Cont.) 

~or those of you with Internet experience or just making your online de
but, we welcome suggestions (and help!) regarding format, graphics, and 
content While many SCA members already have online access, we espe
cially encourage non-users to get online and explore Internet resources. 
For home or office access, all you need is a computer, a modem, and a 
telephone line; Internet providers have permeated all but the most remote 
comers of the state, and Internet access is most likely only a local call 
away. Those without personal computer access can get online at local 
libraries, universities, or other public agencies such as your local City 
Hall, Recorders Office, or Chamber of Commerce. A multitude of books 
can be found at your local bookstores and libraries, providing information 
ranging from how to connect and what to do when you get online, to 
designing your own web page. 

SCANet can be accessed at <http://www.scanetorg>. Please 
direct any comments, suggestions, or other inquiries to Kristina Roper 
(kroper@ix..netcom.com) or Steve Dondero (sdondero@ns.net). If you 
do not have eMail access but would like more information, contact Kristina 
at (209) 224-0201, or write to her at Sierra Valley Cultural Planning, 4471 
N. Fruit Ave., Fresno, CA 93705. 

Treasurer's Report For 1995 

Source of Funds 
Forward from 1994 

From 1995 Operations 
Membership Dues 
Archaeology Wk 1995 
Archaeology Wk 1996 
Donations & Misc 
Interest 
Annual Mtgs (net) 
Newsletter Ads 

$18,238.00 
12,497.00 
5,000.00 

563.75 
126.04 

16,809.35 
190.00 

Fonds Available from Operations 

Application of Funds 

Newsletter 
Proceedings 
Archaeology Wk 
Executive Board Expense 
Business Office 
Committee Expenses 
The Benham Fund 
Annual Meetings 
Donations 
Data Sharing Mtgs. 
Miscellaneous 

8,699.11 
4,064.69 

11,251.24 
1,967.48 
8,626.32 
2,268.49 
3,082.00 
1,265.28 
2,600.00 

666.82 
60.00 

Fonds Appl.led to Operations 

Net Income (Loss) 

Fands Available at Year End 
r:::ash in Bank 
~ndowment/l nvestment Fund 

TOTAL 
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$7,361.57 

$53,424.14 

44,55 1.43 

$8,872.71 

16,234.28 
10,194.57 

$26,428.85 
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Native American Programs Committee 
by Phil deBarros 

After many months of preparntion, the first day of a two-day 
workshop to help Native American groups intervene more effectively in 
the CRtvl process finally took place. The workshop, prepared jointly by 
the SCA's Native American Programs Committee (NAPC) and the Salinan 
Nation, took place on the weekend of May 4-5 at the San Antonio Mis
sion, situated within the boundaries of Fort Hunter Liggett, near King 
City. About 25 Salinans and other Native American guests participated in 
the workshop, along with several local residents and government person
nel, and several members of the NAPC. The principal SaJinan organizers 
were Donna Haro (Chair) and Council members Gregg Castro and Penny 
Hurt Other SaJinan participants included various members of the Alger, 
Duckworth, and Gill families, Joe Freeman, Linda Castle, Tina Shaffer, 
Josie Campos, Susan Latta, and others. 

Participating NAPC members included Philip deBarros and Janet 
Eidsness (who served as course instructors), Mike Jablonowski of Sonoma 
State's Anthropological Studies Center, ethnohistorian David Earle, Karen 
Nissen of Cal trans Fresno, Lorrie Planas (Choinumne Yokuts) of the Kings 
River National Forest, and Cassandra Hensher (Karuk), Secretal}' of the 
California Indian Basketweavers Association. Other course instructors 
included Rob Edwards (Cabrillo College), Bob Hoover (Cal Poly SU
SLO), Andrea Maliarik (Los Padres National Forest). and Tom Jackson 
(Pacific Legacy). Other guests included Valerie Levulett and Wendi 
Waldron from Cal trans San Luis Obispo, Luther and Betsy Bertrando from 
the San Luis Obispo Archaeological Society (SJ IX AS), Betty War Brusa 
from the Tongva Tribe, and Kathy Petty of the Mutson/Ohlone Tribe. 

After a ceremonial blessing al the Native American cemetery 
adjacent to the Mission, the first day began with each person introducing 
themselves and an artifact or memento that was important to them. Many 
enriching, interesting, funny, and emotional stories were presented. The 
remainder of the day was focused on a general overview of CRM by Tom 
Jackson, with emphasis on definitions of cultural resources, archaeology, 
and site significance; this was followed by" a presentation on the basic 
Federal Laws (Antiquities Act, ARPA, NHPA, AIRFA> by Philip de Barros, 
and NAGPRA and California burial laws (Jackson and deBarros). The 
day ended with a tour of Mission San Antonio by Bob Hoover and a great 
barbecue dinner prepared by John Alger. Sunday was focused on more 
practical, hands-on issues: the difference between Section 106 review 
and CEQA procedures for inventory, evaluation, and treatment/mitiga
tion (de Barros); a slide, map, and aerial photo presentation on how to 
read a topographic map (Edwards); and an examination of artifact types 
(Eidsness). The afternoon was taken up with a visit to the W ago n-en-

countered artifacts and sites, and discussions of how to recognize flaked 
stone, how to define site boundaries, how lo evaluate site function and 
significance, and how to manage sites. This was all prefaced by a general 
presentation by Andrea MaJiarik. The workshop will conclude on Satur
day, May 11, where the focus \Viii be on the role of monitors and group 
discussion of a number of potential monitoring scenarios, including those 
which deal with burials; a lour of the Painted Caves site will also take 
place. 

QQQQQQQQQQQ 
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News For The Avocational Societies 
final column by Anne Duffield-Stoll 

The time has come, the Walrus said .... Yes, this is my farewell 
column as SCA Avocational Societies Liaison, my "swan-song" as past
president tv1ary '.vlaniery so dramatically put it (and we all know Mary has 
a way with words-just ask her about the Bakersfield banquet). 

Hey, I'm no Connie Cameron - serving in one job under seven 
SCA Boards is long enough. It became a feat just to remember all the 
presidents' names and list them off in order at the annual Business Meet
ing. Each president I served under had his /her own agenda vis-a-vis 
m·ocational archaeology: a few distrusted it, several blatantly ignored it, 
some were outspoken advocates and true champions for the cause. On the 
whole, I feel the SCA has come a long way in seven years toward recog
nizing the important contribution that avocational archaeology groups are 
making around this state. The SCA leadership are to be commended for 
that. Slowly, step by step, we are moving toward true acceptance and 
partnership, and away from elitism and professional arrogance. It's a battle; 
there are still noteworthy hold-outs, and bastions of complacency and barely 
concealed contempt, but they arc becoming increasingly isolated in their 
fiefdoms. Thankfully, the days of assuming that avocationals are looters 
or threats to job security seem to be over. For the future, I see fear as the 
driving force for togetherness, but hey, whatever works. 

As a parting shot for the avocational groups, a bit of unsolicited 
advice: aftlJiate with your local institutions (university, museum, national 
forest, military base, what-have-you) for mutual support; don't count on 
dues for financial well-being (look for other funding sources); one good 
newsletter editor is worth 1000 board members (and be sure your news
letter comes out frequently); don't put off filling out those non-profit sta
tns papers (so people can give you things); and lastly, don't worry too 
much about democracy - an avocational society is really more like a 
tribe in social organization, where one good charismatic leader is all you 
really need. 

Accomplishments: the database exists - the official SCA count 
stands at 41 societies on the active list, with a very crude estimate of 
5,000 members. This number has stabilized in the last two years. The 
Helen C. Smith award for avocational contribution to archaeology has 
some momentum now and joins the ranks of other SCA annual achieve
ment awards. For those not in attendance at the banquet in Bakersfield, 
the winner for 1995 was Friends of Sierra Rock Art. Shortfalls: no progress 
on group liability insurance to report, a dearth of solid stats on the groups 
themselves, no formal mechanism for representation in SCA decisions. 
The score is tied-time to send in a pinch hitter. 

So-Attention all avocational societies: please change the 
address on your SCA gratis newsletters. Please send them now to the 
New SCA Avocational Society Liaison. Thanks, Larry, for agreein g to 
take on the job, and good luck. 

Larry Weigel 
2930 Spruce Way 

West Sacramento, CA 95691-5143 
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The Bennyhoff Memorial Fund Award 
A Thank You 

by Nelson Siefkin, 
California State University, Bakersfield 

At the 1996 annual meeting of the Society for California Ar
chaeology, I was honored to be the first recipient of the James A. Bennyhoff 
Memorial Fund Award. Due to time constraints (or, more accurately, my 
extreme nervousness), I was not able to extend my full gratitude to those 
who made this award possible, and others who have touched my life and 
career. First, I thank those individuals and groups who made donations to 
the memorial fund; upon completion of my education, I too will contrib
ute funds to assist student research. If it were not for the Bennyhoff Award, 
several facets of my research would not have been approachable. I thank 
the Bennyhoff tvfemorial Fund committee for finding my project worthy 
of this award. 

Numerous individuals have assisted and influenced mem·er the 
years, both directly and indirectly. A complete listing is not possible here, 
but several people deserve mention. First, I thank my parents for their 
support. My wife Susan has been a stable and necessary part of my life 
for the last five years, and none of this would be possible without her 
help. Gerrit Fenenga, Michael Glassow, Tom Jackson, John Johnson, Ann 
Munns, Bill Preston, and Jay von Werlhof have freely and willingly pro
vided encouragement, guidance, and advice. Bill and Edith Wallace of 
the Tulare Lake Archaeological Research Group have given me a an out
let for my ideas, as well as unfailing support. Many students and col
leagues at CSU Bakersfield have assisted me on this project, and I par
ticularl y thank Dawn Collins, Matt DesLauriers, Jill Gardner, Dr. Ken 
Gobalet, Margaret Hangan, Michael Kaberline, Christine McQueen, Robert 
Parr, David J. Scott, Robin Tidmore, and Susan Wolfe. Finally, I thank 
Gordon and Lucille Redtfeldt for their incredible generosity and enthusi 
asm. 

My only regret is that I was never able to meet Dr. Bennyhoff in 
person. I have long been fascinated by the man, much to the chagrin of 
people like Tom Jackson anu Gerrit Fenenga, who have fielded my end
less questions about Bennyhoff's professional and personal careers. One 
theme which seems to be present in all Bennyhoff stories is the generosity 
he possessed, regardless of the status or position of the people with whom 
he was interacting. This, in conjunction with his unparalleled knowledge 
of California archaeology, meant that a tremendous void was created with 
Dr. Bennyhoff's death. It is incumbent upon the new students of Califor
nia archaeology to embrace his philosophies, and to build upon the foun
dation which he created. My reception of the Bennyhoff Award will al
low me to do just that. I only hope that I can do justice to his memory. 

From the Education Committee 

The SCA Education Committee held an important organizational 
meeting in Bakersfield and can say we are making progress toward satis
fying the conditions of our three-year California Legacy Project grnnt 
Our first accomplishment was to divide California into three areas and 
appoint one Committee member to spearhead the efforts in each area. We 
three draftees (see below) have since met separately and would like to 
announce the following: 

Wanted: 15 archaeologists and 15 K-12 teachers to attend the 
Project Archaeology Facilitators Training as described at the teachers· 
workshop at the SCA meeting in Bakersfield. This is the only Facilitato1 

(Continued next page) 
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Education Committee (Cont.) 

Workshop planned for 1996 and will be conducted by BLM's Imagination 
Team at Ft Irwin near Barstow. Tentative dates are Sept 27 - 29, 1996. 

There is no charge for this 2-1/2 day workshop: food, lodging, 
training materials, and certificate of completion will be provided. Teach
ers and archaeologists will be paired and will receive the training to con
duct their own teacher workshops using BLM's Heritage Education Pro
gram materials and format All teachers will receive an award of $300 
after conducting their first teacher workshop on their own. We are hoping 
to find teacher-archaeologist pairs from around the state who will commit 
ts running their own teacher workshops at least once a year back in their 
home districts once they have received this special training. 

Northern contact Dr. Joanne Mack, Pomona College, Claremont 
(909) 607-4278 eMail: jmmack@POMONA.edu 
FAX: (909) 621-8576 

or Greg Greenway, Mendocino National Forest 
(916) 934-3316, who will relay messages 

Central contact Mary Gorden, Lemon Cove 
both phone and FAX: (209) 597-2373 
eMail: magorden@MSN.com 

Southern contact Anne Duffield-Stoll, Univ. of La Verne 
(909) 621-7521 
FAX: (909) 392-2709 

Please contact us if you or someone you know would like to 
attend. We urge teachers and archaeologists to take advantage of this 
unique opportunity to receive this specialized training which has never 
before been made available in California. 

Membership Drive 
by Breck Parkman 

With the recent resignation of Dwight Simons, the SCA finds 
itself without a Membership Chair once again. Dwight's resignation came 
as an understandable result of his relocation to Reno. As Chair, one of his 
goals had been to recruit enough new members to put the SCA over the 
elusive 1000-member mark by the end of 1997. With or without a Mem
bership Chair, that goal should be attainable. Following the Bakersfield 
rncctin\!,, our membership \\'.'.lS just above 700. If we each bring in one 
new member in the next year, we'll far exceed our goal. 

Please check the SCA membership lists published in the Sep
tember '95 and March '96 issues of the Newsletter. You may be surprised 
to see how many of your fellow archaeologists are not members of our 
Society. Whether you work for a government agency, a consulting firm, 
or in academia, you'll almost certainly notice the absence of some of your 
colleagues' names from the list. Please give these people membership 
forms , and ask them to join us. 

Student members, as well, will find that many of their colleagues 
ire not yet members of the Society. Thanks to the generosity of Tom 

SCA Newsletter 30 (2) 15 

Layton, the SCA has received $250 with which to defray half the cost of 
new student memberships, on a first-come, first-sen-ed basis. In other 
words, for the first 41 students taking advantage of this offer, Tom will 
pay half of the $12 student membership, and the student will pay the other 
half. This is the same offer Tom made at the Northern California Data
Sharing Meeting in Fresno, when he single-handedly signed up every stu
dent at the meeting who was not already a member. We gained about a 
dozen new members at the Fresno meeting, and now we anticipate at least 
another41. 

In my President's Message in this issue, I challenge every SCA 
member to give one extra presentation in a neighborhood classroom this 
year; now I would like to challenge all of you to bring in one new mem
ber. Tom Layton may be one heck of an SCA supporter, but he can't do it 
all! The rest of us need to help by bringing in some new members, too. 
I've looked over the membership list, and I know who I'll be calling (look 
out State Park archaeologists!). 

State and Federal Archaeology 

State Park Update - North Coast Ranges 
by Breck Parkman 

The following is a brief overview of some of the State Park 
archaeological projects currently being conducted in California's North 
Coast Ranges; further information on specific projects can be obtained 
from the researchers mentioned below. 

Sonoma County 

Sui:arloaf Ridi:e State Park: Bill Stillman is directing an ar
chaeological survey of this 3,000-acre park unit Several dozen archaeo
logical sites have been identified. Several of the park sites are being 
severely impacted by stream erosion; work is currentl y being conducted 
along Sonoma Creek as part of an erosion-control study. Once the stream
side sites have been recorded and evaluated, .a plan will be prepared and 
implemented to provide protection to the most affected sites. As part of 
the project, Judy Sisler, Pat Leary, and Sue Ann Schroeder are preparing 
an exhibit on Sugarloaf Ridge Archaeology for the park's visitor center. 

Salt Point State Park: Tom Origer of Santa Rosa Junior College 
has been conducting survey and test excavation of several historic sites 
in the park. The work began in response to a devastating wildfire two 
years ago, which burned more than 100 archaeological sites within the 
Salt Point Archaeological District. Salt Point's historic sites have seen 
little study until now. 

Fort Ross State Historic Park: Volume II of U.C. Berkeley's The 
Archaeology and Ethnohistory of Fort Ross, California is almost ready 
for distribution. This volume, edited by Kcnl Lightfoot, examines the 

findings of the 1991-92 excavation of the Native Alaskan Village site. 
Volume III, which probably will be published in 1997, will document 
Lynne Goldstein's 1990-92 excavation of the Russian Cemetery. Addi
tionally, Lightfoot, Ranger Dan Murley, and others are preparing an ex
hibit on Fort Ross archaeology for the park's visitor center. 

Jack Lo11do11 State Historic Park: In 1995 a team of fire inves
tigators, under the direction of Robert Anderson, conducted a survey of 
Jack London's Wolf House. The project sought to determine whether the 
fire which destroyed the structure in 1913 was deliberately set or of natu
ral origins. Although the fire was originally thought to have been caused 
by carelessly discarded turpentine rags, (Continued next page) 
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State Park Update 

persistent rumors suggested arson. Anderson's team concl uded that the 
fire was not an act of arson, and quite likely did result from turpentine
soaked rags left inside the structure. An archaeological inspection of sur
face artifacts in and around Wolf House helped the investigators deter
mine the fire's origin. 

Sonoma State Historic Park: Steve Silliman, of U.C. Berkeley, 
is initiating an archaeological study of the neophyte quarters at Sonoma 
~lission. The multi-year project will in\'olve archival, remote sensing, 
and excavation phases. Edward Castillo of Sonoma State University's 
Nati\'e American Studies Department is heading up an effort to erect a 
memorial to the 900 Nati\'e Californians who perished and are buried at 
Sonoma tvlission. The memorial will consist of an angled wall of stone, 
on which will be etched the names of those buried in the unmarked cem
etery, much like the Vietnam Memorial in Washington. The California 
~·fission Indian Memorial Foundation (PO. Box 25, Cotati, CA 94931) 
has been established to help raise the funds needed for the memorial. 

Petaluma Adobe State Historic Park: Park Aide Peggy Fontenot 
(Maidu, granddaughter of Marie Potts) and Breck Parkman are organiz
ing and hosting the first annual Big Time event at Petaluma Adobe, sched
uled for August 3-4, 1996. Native American artists and craftspeople from 
throughout northern California have been invited to participate in this 
public event Additionally, Steve Silliman of U.C. Berkeley is initiating a 
study of the camp(s) belonging to Mariano Vallejo's California Indian 
workers at the Adobe, as part of the same project underway at Sonoma 
~lission. 

Lake County 

Anderson Marfil State Historic Park: Jennifer Ferneau of 
Sonoma State University is preparing a preliminary archaeological curation 
plan for Anderson Marsh. Since the creation of the park in 1983, a num
ber of archaeological projects have been conducted there by various re
searchers. The Plan will assist park managers in better protecting the 
collections from these projec ts. 

Marin Conney· 

Olompali State Historic Park: State Park Volunteer Kathy 
Krebbs-Dean and Breck Parkman are continuing their study of the Grate
ful Dead at Olompali. This archival project has utilized the InterNet for 
soliciting input, and has resulted in a number of interviews. Parkman 
continues to define the archaeological implications of the so-called "Hip
pie Horizon" which was diffused across the country in the 1960s. 

S.P. Taylor State Park: The Rexroth Memorial Trail Committee 
has been working to establish an interpretive trail at Devil's Gulch. Dur
ing the 1930s, the renown poet Kenneth Rexroth (considered the "Father 
of San Francisco poetry" and the founder of the Beat movement-a claim 
that Rexroth denied) utilized a primitive cabin at Devil's Gulch as a writ
ing refuge. Aecording to his widow, Carol Tinker, Rexroth felt that he 
wrote some of his best poetry there. In 1987, Fran tvfiller located and 
recorded the remnants of the cabin. The Committee plans to create an 
approximately one mile long trail (most of which is already in place) which 
coalesces Rexroth's descriptions of Devil's Gulch with the archaeological 
remains of his presence there. Also involved in the project are a number 
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of the original "Beat" poets, including Gary Snyder, ?-..lichael tvicClure, 
and Lawrence Ferlinghetti. 

Mendocino Connty 

~facKerricker State Park: Charles Whatford has prepared a sta 
bilization plan forCA-tvlEN-828, a large eroding midden at Laguna Point 
Whatford identified foot traffic from the cliff terrace to the beach as one 
of the leading causes of erosion. To control the traffic, a wooden board
walk and stairway is being built over the archaeological site, allowing 
visitors to reach the beach below. Whatford is also providing Section 106 
review and compliance for a State Park project to convert the old Haul 
Road into a pedestrian and bike trail. The old road travels for se\'eral 
miles through the park, passing over or adjacent to several archaeological 
sites. 

Napa County 

Bothe-Napa Valley State Park: Breck Parkman is continuing 
his survey of flood-damaged Ritchey Creek, several miles of which are 
found within the park. The survey, begun in 1995, has identified more 
than 20 archaeological sites. Most of the sites are Native American, and 
consist of flake scatters and midden deposits on which are found diagnos
tic artifacts of the Late and Middle periods. The survey area is less than 3 
km from the Napa Glass Mountain obsidian source, thus the sites are rich 
with obsidian. 

Plumas Eureka and Old Town San 
Diego State Parks 

by Tom Wheeler and Larry Felton 

Plumas Eureka State Park 

The power house site of the Mohawk Quartz Mill was the site 
of excavations by California Department of Parks and Recreation archae
ologist Thomas Wheeler duri:ig the summers of 1989 and 1992. The power 
house, constructed in 1878-79 just below the eastern crest of the Sierra, 
housed a Knight water wheel and two or more steam engines. These 
generated power for a 60-stamp quartz mill, sorters, and concentrator tables 
of the British-owned Sierra Buttes Gold !\;lining Co., Ltd. The mine oper
ated during a period of rapid changes in mining technology and the rela
tionships between miners and mine owners or managers. Alterations in 
the mining and processing of ore at the site reflect the adaptability and 
efficiency required to respond to changes in both technology and the in
dustrial labor movements of the late 19th and early 20th centuries. 

Fieldwork was carried out in 1989 to identify and assess the 
integrity and condition of the site's features. Initial clearing, mapping, 
and testing of the interior of the power house site identified a boiler set
ting and steam engine mount The steam engine mount was found erod
ing into the adjacent water wheel pit, damaging both features. A second 
project was carried out in the summer of 1992, prior to the construction of 
a temporary retaining wall to arrest fu rther erosion of the engi ne mount. 
A four by twenty-six foot area between the boiler stetting and engine mount 
was excavated, removing rubble fill and post-demolition trash. The floor 
of the power house was identified, and construction details of the boiler 
setting and steam engine mount were recorded. Work in the wheel pit, 
immediately below the engine setting, removed debris and talus, expos
ing evidence of a wooden wall, the Knight wheel's wood support trestle. 
and a small, 20th-century trash deposit 

(Continued next page) 
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State and Federal Archaeology 
(Continued from page 16) 

Plumas Eureka and Old Town San Diego 
(Cont.) 

Artifacts are being curated at the California Department of Parks and Rec
reation Archaeological Laboratory in West Sacramento. A report of the 
1989 excavations is on file ; a report of the latest work is in progress. 

Old Town San Diego State Historic Park 

Old Town San Diego is currently the scene of much construc
tion and cultural resource management activity. This work is part of the 
Metropolitan Transit Board's light rail expansion and associated improve
ments to the park's west entrance by the California Department of Parks 
and Recreation. Support comes from a variety of sources, including the 
Transit Board, DPR, an !STEA grant, and the federal Americorps pro
gram (NCCC-National Civilian Community Corps), among others. 

Old Town San Diego and the Presidio on the adjacent hillside 
was the location of the first Spanish settlement in Alta California in 1769. 
The river terrace on which Old Town is located was the site of a number 
of early temporary structures, although permanent settlement initially fo
cused on Presidio Hill . By the early 1820s, however, the Presidio's occu
pants began to construct residences on the plain below. The town thrived 
until the 1860s, when development shifted elsewhere. Old Town busi
ness declined, and the area became a quiet residential and agricultural 
neighborhood. By the early 20th century, light industry and a reviving 
interest in San Diego's Spanish heritage brought new development. resto-

1tion, and tourism to Old Town. 

Cultural resource management work associated with the light 
rail and entrance improvement projects has been under way since 1991, 
under the direction of archaeologist Larry Felton and historian Kathleen 
Davis. Construction of the light rail facility is scheduled to be completed 
in the fall of 1996, with reconstruction of the McCoy House to begin this 
coming summer. Some noteworthy results of cultural resource manage
ment work to date include: 

Historic Landscape Reconstruction: The historic landscape has · 
been heavily altered. The San Diego River was channeled to Mission 
(False) Bay in 1877, with subsequent cutting and filling largely obliterat
ing the original river banks and surrounding grades. Deep test trenches 
and monitoring of utility work provided much information about location 
and topography of the early river embankments. It appears that marsh 
environments extended from San Diego Bay to the Old Town vicinity 
during the late prehistoric and perhaps early historic periods, although 
mid-19th century sources suggest that they had retreated toward the bay 
\>'j \ha\ \imc. 

Late Prehistoric Native American Activities: Three test loca
tions provide evidence of limited use of the area by Native Americans 
during the late prehistoric period. These include light scatters of shell and 
flaked stone in stratified deposits situated adjacent to old river banks and 
capped by strata that include historic materials. These archaeological re
sources may represent intermittent food-gathering activities in the nearoy 
marshes. 

Early Californio Occupation: The most extensive archaeologi
ll deposits attributable to Californio households are those discovered on 
tc site of the McCoy House reconstruction. Finds include adobe build-
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ing foundations of kiln wasters (over-fired Mexican-style roof and floor 
tiles) representing at least two adobe buildings on property owned by Maria 
Eugenia Silvas prior to 1851. Deposit~ in and around these buildings 
yielded a rich assemblage of artifacts that appear to date primarily to the 
1840s. Material of Native American origin or association (flaked and 
ground stone, steatite, unglazed brownware ceramics, glass trade beads, a 
small side-notched projectile point, etc.) are mixed with historic materi
als, probably indicating the presence of Native Americans within the 
Califomio households. 

Deposits containing 1840s artifacts cap a number of small post 
holes, perhaps reflecting earlier uses of the property. These may be attrib
utable to temporary structures associated with the earliest occupations or 
agricultural activities while most settlers still lived in the Presidio. l'vlid-
19th century historic features and artifacts were noted in other areas, al
though no additional adobe building sites were found. 

McCoy House: Brick foundations of the 1869 McCoy House 
were exposed, providing information regarding the size and location of 
the building to be reconstructed. Excavations also provided detailed evi
dence of modifications made about 1887, when the building was raised, 
bay windows added, and the foundation reinforced. This work incorpo
rated bricks bearing the brand "PBY Co." Historian Alex Bell demon
strated that this represents the Park Brick Yard Company, which was in 
business in San Diego for only three years, 1885-1887. These bricks may 
serve as a useful dating tool for archaeologists working elsewhere. Few 
artifacts other than construction materials were recovered that reflect the 
McCoy occupation. 

Meserve Cast Stone Company: A single building and associ
ated archaeological deposits represent the operation of this company, which 
manufactured architectural ornamentation (staff work and cast stone) in 
the project area from about 1923 to 1936. Meserve is important to San 
Diego architectural history, as they produced decorative elements for a 
number of notable period revival buildings, including an Egyptian the
ater. They also constructed a small, Spanish-revival style shop building, 
the interior of which was decorated with Mooresque ceiling tiles and \Vall 
panels. As the building was in poor condition and in the path of the Con
gress Street realignment, it was demolished in 1922. Prior to demolition, 
samples of tiles were recovered, and the building was documented in con
siderable detail. Other examples of Meserve products, including both 
molds and castings, were recovered from surrounding archaeological ex
cavations. 

Public Education: Several aspect~ of the project, particularly 
excavations at the McCoy House site, have been actively used as a forum 
for public education, largely through the work of Dr. Therese Muranaka. 
The involvement of National Civilian Community Corps members pro
vided training to the participants, who in tum interpreted their activities to 
the park visitors. Park docents, local students, and members of the San 
Diego County Archaeological Society volunteered for fie ldwork, and the 
project timetable was extended to take advantage of. and provide an op
portunity for, this community involvement 

State Parks Archaeology Online 
by John Foster 

Archaeology and History arc now presented on the Internet in a 
new World Wide Web site by the California Department of Parks and 
Recreation. For those of you with Web access, we can be found at 
http: //www.indiana.edu/-mari time/caparks 

The idea is to present the result of archaeology and history stud-
ies to a wider audience than usually sees our reports. (Continued) 
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(Continued from page 17) 

State Parks Archaeology Online 
(Cont.) 

Both technical and non-technical presentations are planned, and while we 
are just beginning to explore the right mix of images and text, these topics 
thus far are offered: "Artifact Collections," "Cultural Resource Manage
ment," "Historic Sites and Structures," "Prehistoric Archaeology," and 
"L111derwater Archaeology." 

Check them out and let me know what you think. Also, if you 
ha\'e any images you think represent California Archaeology, I'd like to 
talk to you about using them. By the way, the potential for reaching people 
on the ~et is overwhelming. In February alone, we had O\'er 6,000 "hits" 
on our Archaeology and History Page! 

Legislative News 

NAGPRA Resources 
by Madeline Solomon 

Although dealing with NAGPRA compliance can be a challeng
ing task for a museum or collections facility, it can also be a satisfying and 
rewarding experience. It's not at all too late to begin NAGPRA work, and 
there are some excellent resources available for supporting the compli
ance process. 

It is important to note that the federal guidelines for repatriation 
differ significantly from the California codes relating to the treatment of 
Native American burials and burial items. The California laws require 
notification and disposition to the lvtost Likely Descendant, while NAGPRA 
requires repatriation to the culturally affiliated tribe. In cases where any 
federal funding is involved, the federal law takes precedence over the state 
codes. There arc some potential difficulties with NAGPRA implementa
tion in California, primarily due to the special status of the California In
dians and the large number of non-federally recognized tribes in the state. 
NAGPRA policy, however, is clear in avoiding penalties for institutions 
who have complied with the law in good faith, even if it is later deter
mined that an error has been made. At this writing there are no civil pen
alties for missed deadlines. 

The Archaeological Assistance Division at the National Park 
Service is specifically mandated to assist tribes and institutions in com
plying with :-JAGPRA. Dr. Timothy Mckeown is the NAGPRA Program 
leader, and the people I've spoken with in the office have been helpful and 
responsive (see below); Sam Ball is a good person to contact Through 
the office they make a\'ailable copies of the final draft of NAGPRA, as 
well as copies of generic letters and notices which can be used as models 
for the required summary letters, Completion of Inventory notifications, 
and Intent to Repatriate notices. 

The American Ritual Object Repatriation Foundation has pub
lished an excellent reference book for dealing with NAGPRA: !vfe11di11g 
the Circle: A Natfre American Repatriation Guide. Although intended 
primarily to help Indian tribes in their repatriation efforts, I've found this 
guide informative and pertinent from the institutional perspective, as well 
as invaluable for understanding the tribal perspective. Copies are avail-
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able from the foundation for $25, and there may be some copies a\'ailable 
for Native Americans at no cost. 

About four times a year, the Heritage Resources ~lanagement 
Program of the University of Nevada, Reno offers a two and a half day 
course entitled "Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Ac. 
Implications and Practical Applications." The course is co-taught by th 
Honorable Sherry Hutt (Maricopa County, Arizona Superior Court judge) 
and Dr. Timothy McKeown (NAGPRA Program Director, NPS), both 
well qualified and dynamic instructors. Each session is limited to 50 
participants, and they try to have roughly equivalent numbers of tribal 
and museum (including collections) people in each session. The cost for 
the course is $375, and one unit of graduate credit is available at an addi
tional cost. 

The courses are taught in various areas of the country; this fall 
a class will be offered in San Francisco in early October, right before the 
annual American Anthropology Association meetings. If there is suffi
cient interest, it's possible to schedule an additional afternoon after the 
course to consult with the instrnctors about specific issues and problems 
that arise in NAGPRA compliance in California. If you're interested in 
participating in this afternoon of consultation, please contact lvladeline 
Solomon before September 10, so that we can arrange for the time in 
advance. 

Contacts: 

National Park Service 
Archaeological Assistance Division 
PO. Box 37127, Suite 210 
Washington D.C. 20013-7127 
Tele (202) 343-4101; Fax (202) 523-1547 
C. Timothy McKeown, PhD. 
eMail: tim mckeown@nps.gov 

American Indian Ritual Object Repatriation 
Foundation 
463 East 57th Street 
New York, NY 10022 
(212) 980-9441 
(Polly Nordstrand is a helpful contact) 

California Native American Heritage Commission 
640 Capitol Mall, Suite 310 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
Tele (916) 653-4082; Fax (916) 657-5390 
Larry Myers, director 

Heritage Resource lvlanagement Program 
Division of Continuing Education/048 
University of Nevada, Reno 
Reno, NV 89557-0024 
(702) 784-4046 
(Leanne Stone is the program director) 

tvladeline Solomon 
Anthropological Studies Center 
Sonoma State University 
Rohnert Park, CA 94928 
Tele (707) 664-2381; Fax (707) 664-4155 
eMail: msolomon@well.com. 
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Regional Grey Literature Review 

South Coast 
by Kenneth M. Becker 

Grenda, Donn R .. Jeffrey A Homburg, and Jeffrey H. Altschul 
1994 The Centinela Site (CA-LAN-60): Data Recovery at a 

Middle Period, Creek-edge Site in the Ba/Iona Wetlands, 
Los Angeles County, California. Statistical Research 
Technical Series No. 45. Tucson. 

This report presents the results of archaeological investigations 
at the Centinela site (CA-LAN-60), a Middle Period shell midden over
looking Centinela Creek in Los Angeles County. The site is located near 
the base of the Bal Iona Escarpment and is the only known Middle Period 
occupation in the area located off of the bluffs. The discovery of this site 
introduces variability into what was believed to be a rather simple pattern 
of prehistoric occupation around Ballona slough, and complicates recon
struction of regional settlement patterns. 

Numerous archaeological sites are located on the bluff over
looking the wetlands. Of those sites which have been dated through ra
diocarbon methods, all date prior to 1000 BP Early researchers inter
preted the archaeological record as indicating abandonment of the Bal Iona 
Lagoon area around that time. Subsequent work-prior to the research 
conducted for this report- showed that there was indeed a shift in settle
ment pattern at this time, but that the change was a movement from the 
bluffs to the lagoon margin, rather than abandonment of the area alto
gether. 

Monitoring of grading during the current project resulted in the 
A:iiscovery of an intact portion of the Centinela site previously believed to 
Wbe secondary deposit The site is located near the lagoon where Centmela 

Creek flowed into the wetlands. Radiocarbon data show the site was oc
cupied during the Middle Period (-150 cal BC). This places human settle
ment below the bluffs 850 years earlier than previous models predicted. 

The report format includes the typical chapters on setting, meth
ods, data presentation, and interpretations. Analyses conducted for the 
study include lithic, zooarchaeological, and archaeobotanical studies. Both 
flaked stone and ground stone artifacts were recovered, as well as a diver
sity of fauna! remains including terrestrial, Aves, shellfish, and piscine. 
Archaeobotanical remains include pollen, charred seeds, and charcoal. 
The shell analysis (Jared Smith and Donn R. Grenda) includes a study of 
the nutritional value of shellfish and an estimate of the contribution shell
fish made to the diet of the site occupants. Although certainly not new, 
this level of analysis is not normall y attempted in most CRNI driven 
projects. Smith and Grenda calculate the total calories from shellfish with 
two separate methods (MN! and total weight). Assuming shellfish pro
vided 20 percent of an es timated 1,750 daily caloric intake, the MN! and 

weight methods determined that the site could have supported a group of 
10 for between .7 and 2.2 years if the site was occupied year round, or 
between 2.2 and 6.6 years if used seasonally (120 days per year). The 
authors admit these figures are probably low but believe they demonstrate 
that the site was used on a very temporary basis. This is an interesting 
exercise but of questionable utility. Conducting accurate nutritional analy
ses require data on total midden volume, which implies that both vertical 
and horizontal site dimensions are known. Unfortunately, these data are 
unavailable from the Centinela site; earlier chapters explicitly state that 

: top of the midden had been mechanically truncated and buried with 
, and that the site extended off property for an unknown distance. 

SCA Newsletter 30 (2) 19 

On a more theoretical level, no justification is provided for the 
estimate that shellfish contributed 20 percent to the total caloric intake. 
Erlandson (1994) has recently calculated the importance of shellfish in 
the diet of early Holocene populations along the coast of California based 
on the contribution of protein to the diet. The nutritional role of protein is 
to maintain proper development, metabolic regulation, and reproduction. 
When adequate calories can be obtained from other sources, "an energy 
function for protein is spared" (Erlandson 1994:58). From this perspec
tive, the importance of shellfish may be its protein content, not its energy 
content Nutritionists currently recommend that 12 percent of the total 
calories consumed per day come from protein (Whitney and Hamilton 
1987: 155). The existence of protein-rich foods other than shellfi sh (ter
restrial fauna, avifauna, and piscine fauna) is well documented at the site, 
suggesting that the protein contribution from shellfi sh was probably sig
nificantly less than 12 percent It is clear that trying to calculate the con
tribution to the total diet of one fauna! constituent is exceedingly difficult 
and requires a level of spatial control and statistical precision for which 
the Centinela site is inappropriate. 

Thechapteron piscine fauna! analysis by Roy A. Salls and Kelly 
M. Cairns is very well presented. Of particular value is the section com
paring the Centinela site to other sites in the immediate vicinity, and the 
placement of each site in a temporal context, with presentation of radio
carbon data in table form. This should prove valuable to anyone inter
ested in local chronology. 

Charles H. Miksicek's chapter on macrobotanical remains is also 
intriguing. Several montane species were identified in the collection, in
cluding two juniper seeds and small amounts of pine and "cedar family" 
charcoal. These plants do not currently grow in the area and are not be
lieved to have grown here during site occupation. The pine and cedar 
charcoal can be explained as driftwood from flood events, but the j uniper 
is harder to explain and indicates either differences in the past ranges of 
this plant, or long-distance cultural transport of economically important 
plants. Analysis of charred seeds identified two grass taxa (maygrass and 
little barley) that are considered semi-domesticates in eastern North 
America and southern Arizona. Semi-domestication of these plants is 
apparently unknown from southern California sites, but the sizes of some 
seeds recovered from the Centinela site suggest the possibility of human 
manipulation or selection. Miksicek acknowledges that this discussion is 
purely speculat ive but hopes that it may be helpful for other 
archaeobotanists working in California; he also suggests that metric data 
be collected on some of the more common taxa of plants from California 
archaeological sites 

Based on a general theory of hunter-gather response to risk, and 
using available archaeological and paleoenvironmental data from the re
gion, Grenda et al. have created a model to explain settlement patterns 
observed around the wetlands. In summary, their model suggests that 
initial occupation of the bluff was by highly mobile hunter-gathers. Over 
time, due to increased population pressures, mobility was reduced in fa
vor of settling in the highly productive estuary. Although the high risk of 
flooding is ameliorated by increased sedimentation of the lagoon, the highly 
volatile nature of the environment prevents establishment of large vil
lages. In order to reduce the risk of living in this unstable environmen4 a 
rancheria (dispersed village) style settlement strategy is selected. An in
crease in social complexity is believed to have occurred simultaneously, 
allowing portions of the population to disperse during periods of reduced 
environmental productivity. The village elite would have maintained con
trol of the more stable landforms, which they would have abandoned only 
during the severest environmental events. The middle classes would have 
had access to the next most desirable land, while the lower classes would 
have spread out along the margin of the lagoon. Although this model has 
some problems (one of which is the difficulty in discerning social 

(Continued next page) 
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South Coast (Cont.) 

str,llification in disper;;ed \'illage settings where the deceased are not bur
ied in cemeteries), it docs seem to explain the distrihution of si tes in the 
Ballona area. The paucity of dated sites in the region makes it difficult to 
e\·aluate this model at this time; only additional archaeological excava
tion in this region will determine its utility. 

The approximate timing and extent of the shift in settlement 
patterns is addressed on a broad level, but the exact timing is not known. 
Grenda ct al. suggest that it occurred gradually over time in response to 
e11\'ironmenlal risk and increasing population pressure. Raab et al. 
( 1994:261-263) convincingly argue that prevalent site abandonment and 
increased frequency of disease and violence on Santa Cruz Island between 
900 and 700 BP, as well as an apparent hiatus in occupation of San Clemente 
Island, co-occurs with a period of extreme, sustained drought on the main
land. These events are believed to correspond to the ~vliddle-to-Late Pe
riod transition in the northern Channel Islands. The association between 
these environmental events and the movement of people off the bluffs in 
the Ballona area around 1000 BP is not clear. Analysis of a 7000-year 
pollen record from the San Joaquin Marsh in coastal southern California 
shows that the period between 1800 and 700 BP was the driest in the 
sequence (Davis 1992). The onset of this dry period corresponds to the 
uncalibrated radiocarbon age (corrected for isotopic fractionation) for the 
occupation of the Centinela site. This onset of lowered effective moisture 
may be the environmental stress accounted for in the model proposed by 
Grenda et al. Examining the timing and effects of severe environmental 
e \·ents on the Middle-lo-Late Period transition in the Ballona area is an 
a,·enue for further study. 

Unfortunately, this report contains many errors and inconsis
tencies; only a few will be discussed here. First, the volume of excavated 
midden is not provided. Although test pit dimensions are discussed, ex
amination of the profiles shows that the two test piL5 are not symmetrical. 
This occurred due to their placement on a keyway trench slope where the 
site was discovered. Although test pit placement in this area seems appro
priate given the project constraints, differences in level volume must be 
accounted for. Similarly, the profiles clearly show that the contact be
tween midden and the underlying E horizon slopes to the south, with bot
tom depth of the midden varying by approximately 40 cm over a distance 
of three meters. As mentioned previously, differences in level volume are 
not addressed, although frequency distributions of item by level are pre
sented in the fauna! analysis chapters. 

Another problem is the lack of concordance between the exca
vation le\·els used in the various analyses and the profiles provided in the 
discussion of site soils and strati graphy. A further weakness is that the 
lithic analysis chapter contains no provenience data whatsoever, and the 
reader is left wondering if artifacts recovered during monitoring are in
cluded. In addition. the lack of vertical provenie nce prevents comparing 

lithic artifact frequencies with similarfaunal data. Finally, statistical prob
lems are numerous, with obvious inconsistencies between data discussed 
in text and presented in tables. 

In the authors' defense, it must be noted that UCLA funded the 
project, although they were not legally required to do so, since an ElR 
ce11ified hy tJ1e City of Los Angeles placed no conditions on development 
regarding cultural resources. The project was run on a shoe-string budget 
and was often supple mented with volunteers (Jeffrey Homburg, personal 
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communication 1995). Nevertheless, the errors and inconsistencies in 
this report detract from its very real value as a synthesis of regional data: 
the settlement model presented in the final chapter is a useful tool for 
explaining variability in the local archaeological record and is a contribu
tion to a fuller understanding of the complexity of hunter-gatherer ad; 
live strategies. 
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Membership Alert 
Stolen Artifacts 

Six baskets, a bowl mortar, and a stone pestle were stolen 
early this year from the Santa Barbara Mission Museum. SCA mem
bers are asked to keep an eye out for these items, which could come 
up for sale somewhere. If anyone believes they have seen any of 
tliese artifacts, please contact Kristina Foss, Museum Director, at 2201 
Laguna Street, Santa Barbara CA, 93105, or at (805) 965-0581, Exl 
2624. 

sandstone bowl mortar (Acc. # 1315-10) 25 cm diam., 14-19 cm 
height 
outside nearly hemispherical. 

sandstone pestle 15 cm long. 4.5-6. 7 cm wide, nicely shaped end 
with nob 

I coil basket, 100-175 years old, probably Chumash, approx. 7" 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

\ 
I 
I 
I 
J 
I I diameter, damaged rim (no Acc. #) reddish-toned natural juncus 

I with dark brown dyed juncus diamond design below rim, whole 
I juncus stems visible where bundle exposed in broken rim 
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I 
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I 

coiled basket, cultural group unknown (Acc. #1314-4) 4.5 cm 
height; ave. width 17.4 cm (top), 13.5 cm (mid), 9.5 cm (base) 
foundation: 7 strand (top), 8 strand (mid). 6 strand (base) red, 
white, blue, black "trade" beads sewn onto basket 

lattice twined basket, Pomo (Acc. #1314-1) approx. 19.5 cm height; 
ave. width 31.5 cm (top), 30.5 cm (mid), 17.0 cm (bottom) 
warp (ave.) 8/in top, 6/in mid, 9/in bottom weft (ave.) 13/in top- 7 
twists/in; 14/in mid, 7 twists/in; 12.5/in bottom - 7.5 twists/in; slant 
of twist down to the right split redbud (design element), split 
sedge? (weft), whole willow root? (lattice and warp) 

:oiled basket (stitch type & interlocking), Pomo (no size data) 
;nknown material. possible sedge background, dyed black pattern 
Acc. #13 14-3 ~ 

twined water bottle, Navajo plain twining, over two; covered with 
pine pitch original leather hangers still present 

I plain twined basket fragment (believed to be from Lake County. 
I CA); slant of twist - up, to the right warp & weft of whole willow 
I s.hoots open-work strainer type, now badly misshapen (no illustra-

L uon~ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -~ 

Access Policy for the Phoebe Hearst 
Museum of Anthropology 

by M. Steven Shackley, 
Associate Research Archaeologist 

As members of the Society for California Archaeology are aware, 
the Phoebe Hearst Museum of Anthropology (formerly the Robert H. Lowie 
Museum) has one of the largest collections of California archaeology and 
related documents in the state. Members may not be aware, however, that 
the museum's staff size has diminished significantly as a direct result of 

ts in the state budget for higher education. In spite of our reduced staff 
:e, we continue to facilitate research in the collections. and in order to 
so we are taking this opportunity to summarize relevant points of our 
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access policy. A copy of the museum's complete \\'ri tten policy on access 
and destructive analysis is available upon request 

Access to the object collections is by appointment only. Ap
pointments are scheduled by the collections manager. Leslie Freund. upon 
receipt of a written statement of research objectives for the project. and . 
information specifying the relationship of the project to specific museum 
collections. Written requests for access to museum documents should he 
directed to the registrar. Joan Knudsen; access to these documents is also 
by appointment only. Student researchers are required to provide a Jetter 
of support from a faculty member from their home institution who is fa
miliar with their research. Unaffi liated researchers should provide a brief 
curriculum vitae with their statement of research objectives. Research 
requests may be sent by fax, eMail, or regular mail. 

Due to our small staff size and the great volume of research 
requests we receive, staff may not be able to receive a researcher on the 
first date he or she selects. The more notice a researcher gives us, the 
greater the likelihood is that he or she will be accommodated on the date 
requested. Once a specific time has been scheduled, we will expect the 
researcher to arrive at that time. We will try to assist late researchers 
when possible, but this may involve delays while punctual researchers are 
accommodated, and on particularly busy days, may prove impossible. 

If you wish to make an appointment to conduct research with 
the object collections please contact Leslie Freund, Collections Manager, 
at (510) 643-1192, Ext 2, or freund@montu.berkeley.edu. If you wish to 
make an appointment to study the documents, please contact Joan Knudsen. 
Registrar, at (510) 643-6390, Ext 1, or knudscn@papyrus.berkeley.edu. 
The museum's address is Phoebe Hearst Museum of Anthropology. 103 
Kroeber Hall, University of California, Berkeley, CA 94720-3712. The 
museum's fax number is (510) 642-6271. 

Going Electronic 
by Breck Parkman 

By the end of the next decade, most of us will rely heavily on 
electronic communication; a number of us already do. "eMail" is an effi
cient, timely, and cost-effective way of communicating and has proven a 
useful tool for the protection of archaeological resources. Indeed, two 
major reasons for using eMail are that it l) facilitates professional com
munication, and 2) empowers each of us to actively defend the concepts 
of historic preseivation. 

In 1995, Congressional attempts to weaken or destroy the legal 
basis of historic preseivation were beaten back by rapid electronic com
munications from archaeologists across the country. Thanks to ACRA 
(American Cultural Resources Association), a network of archaeologists 
sent much needed eMail lo Washington, urging protection of historic pres
eivation laws. Because we often had only an hour or two to learn of the 
threat and respond to it, eMail was the only means of communication that 
worked. The effort did work, and we were spared the massive cuts antici
pated. But we must not be complacent; depending on the outcome of the 
November elections. we may see new Congressional assaults launched 
against historic preseivation. and we will almost certainly see attacks on 
CEQA in Sacramento. 

Communicating by eMail is easier than picking up the phone, 
and much easier than mailing a letter. You just type your message, click 
on a button on your computer screen. and the mail is gone. No dealing 
with stationary, envelopes, stamps, the post office, etc. And, believe it or 
not, your computer will tell you when you get a reply from someone. 

(Continued next page) 
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Calendar 
June 20-23, 1996: Conference of California Historical Societies. 
Lancaster \luseum, Lancaster. For information, contact Nornia Gurba 
at (805) 723-2650. 

July 30-Aug. 8, 1996: Low Altitude Large Scale Aerial Reconnaissance 
(LALSAR) training for Cultural Resource Managers is being offered by 
The ~ational Park Service. Workshop to be held at San Juan College 
Remote Sensing and Geogrnphical Information Systems Laborntory, 
Farmington, i'-.'ew \lexico. For application forms, contact National Park 
Service, Rocky \fountain System Suppo1t Office (303) 969-2882. 

August 3-6, 1996: Fifth Oxford Conference on Archaeoastronomy. 
This international meeting will study the importance of astronomical 
phenomena in understanding human cultures. It will be at St Johns 
College in Santa Fe, New Mexico. For more information, contact Rolf 
Sinclair at rsinclair@nsf.gov. 

August 7-10, 1996: The Centrnl Arizona Highlands: A Jvlulti 
Disciplinary Conference. Yavapai College, Prescott Campus, AZ. 
Contact Debornh Young, U. of A. Cooperntive Extension (520) 445-
6590, ext. 3; fax (520) 445-6593. 

August 27-September 1, 1996: Society of American Archivists annual 
meeting. For information call (312) 922-0140. 

September 8-14, 1996: The Xlll International Congress of the Union of 
Prehistoric and Protohistoric Sciences. Forli, Italy. For information 
contact Sarnh \lulliken, c/o Segreteria Xlll COngresso U.1.S.PP, Via 
\Ll\rchesi, I, 47100 Forli, Italy. Fax: 39-543-35805. 

September 9-13, 1996: Basic Photo Use Methods in Culturnl Resource 
\lanagement, Fort Lammie National Historic Site, Goshen County, 
Wyoming. An ~PS workshop dealing with aerial photographs and 
terrestrial photographs. Tuition $350.00. For application forms, 
contact National Park Service, Rocky Mountain System Support Office, 
(303) %9-2882. 

September 20-22, 1996: The Southern California Environment and 
History Conference presents Southern California Before 1900: 
Landscape, Climate and Ecology at California State University, 
'.\lorthridge. For more information contact Loma Fenenbock, Confer
ence Coordinator, at CSUN: phone (818) 885-3532; fax (818) 885-
2723;e~1ail: environmental.history@csun.edu. 

September 20-23, 1996: Conference of California Historical Societies. 
Carson City, ~evada. For information, contact Margaret Herleman, 

3703 Tuolumne Way, Carson City, Nevada 89706; (702) 882-3379. 

October 10-12, 1996: 25th Biennial Great Basin Anthropological 
Conference, North Tahoe Convention Center, King's Beach, California. 
For further information, contact Department of Anthropology, Hamilton 
College, Clinton, NY 13323; phone: (315) 859-4473; fax: (315) 
859-4632. 

October 17-20, 1996: California Council for the Promotion of History 
Annual Meeting. Theme of this year's conference is "The State of 
History in California." Sacramento, at the downtown Hyatt Hotel. For 
more information, contact JRP Historical Consulting Services, 712 5th 
Street, Suite F, Davis, CA 95616. Phone: (916) 757-2521; fax (916) 
757-25M. 

SCA Newsletter 30 (2) 22 

November 20-24, 1996: American Anthropological Association 95th 
Annual Meeting Call for Papers. The theme is "Anthropology: 
A Critical Retrospective." For further information, contact AAA, 4350 
North Fairfax Drive, Suite 640, Arlington, VA 22203; (703) 528-1902, 
ext2. 

February 10-13, 1997: Sixth Australian Archaeometry Conference. Frn 
information, contact Dr. Claudio Tuniz, AINSE, PMB 1, Menai, NS\\ 
2234, Australia; (02) 717-3493; eMail: tuniz@atom.ansto.gov.au 

lvlarch 26-30, 1997: SCA Annual Meeting, Rohnert Park. For more 
information, contact Program Chair Barb Voss (415) 285-0346, or Local 
Arrangements co-chairs Adrian Praetzellis (707) 664-2820 and Glenn 
Caruso (415) 898-8826. 

March 13-16, 1997: Second National Women in Historic Preservation 
Conference at Arizona State University in Tempe. (This conference was 
originally scheduled for May 15-18, 1996, in Tempe, AZ). All accepted 
conference papers will be welcome at the new time; a new call for 
papers will be issued in summer 1996. For further information, call 
(602) %5-2358 or (602) %5-5264. 

.lvlay 1-4, 1997: The National Council on Public HistOI)' invites 
proposals for papers, sessions, panels, and workshops for its Annual 
Meeting, to be held in Albany, New York. For more information, 
contact John R. Jameson, Department of History, Kent State University, 
Kent, Ohio 44242-0001. Phone (330) 672-2492. 

Calender listings include notices for meetings, lectures, museum 
openings, educational opportunities, etc. For frequent updates and more 
background information visit the SCA web site at htpp: //www.scanetorg 

Please send calendar listings to Donna Day, Tahoe National Forest, 
P.O. Box 6003, Nevada City, CA 95959-6003; eMail: 
/S=D.DAY/0Ul=R05Fl 7 A@mhs-fswa.attmaiLcom 

Going Electronic 
(Continued from page 21) 

I find that I rely almost exclusively on elvlail when corresponding with 
those colleagues who have access to it I correspond regularly via e\lail 
with colleagues around the world, including those in countries such as 
Russia, where the traditional "snail-mail" is not reliable. You can submit 
manuscripts to editors by eMail, too: last year, I submitted a manuscript 
to an editor in South Africa, received her editorial comments, made the 
necessary corrections, returned the revised man uscript to her, and received 
her acceptance-all in the same day! Without elvlail, it would have taken 
several months to do this. 

EMail is not without it's faults, though. My major concern with 
electronic communication is that it threatens our ability to archive corre
spondence. I fear that most eMail is deleted soon after sending or receiv
ing. All who have worked with the correspondence of individuals such as 
Kroeber, Harrington, Boas, Sapir, etc., realize the tremendous value con
tained within their letters. lvlany of the letters we w1ite today will also 
have value in the future, providing they survive. I suggest that when using 
elvlail, we retain a copy on disk of any communication that may have an 
intrinsic value to future scholars. And for those communications with no 
long-term value, all you have to do is click on a button and it's gone! 

EMail will be a big part of doing business in the Ve!)' near 
future. Given its benefit in helping to protect archaeological resources, 
recommend that we all consider using it today. It's a lot easier than yo 
might think. 
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SCA Executive Board 1996-97 

President - E. Breck Parkman 
CA State Department of Parks and Recreation 
20 East Spain Street 
Sonoma, CA 95476 
w (707) 938-9572 fax (707) 938-1406 
h (707) 829-8350 
bparkman@ix.netcom.com 

Immediate Past President - Mary Maniery 
PAR Environmental Services, Inc. 
P.O. Box 160756 
Sacramento, CA 95816-0756 
(916) 739-8356 fax (916) 739-0626 
eMail mlmaniery@aol.com 

President-Elect - Lynn Gamble 
American Indian Studies Center 
UCLA, Box 951548 
Los Angeles, CA 90095-1548 
w (310) 206-7506 fax (310) 206-7060 

Southern Vice-President - Lynn E. Christenson 
Collections Management Program 
San Diego State University, 
San Diego, CA 92182-4443 
w (619) 594-2305 fax (619) 594-1358 

Northern Vice-President - Ken Wilson 
Six Rivers National Forest 
1330 Bayshore Way 
Eureka, CA 95501 
(707) 441-3529 fax (707) 442-9242 

Secretary - Gerrit L. Fenenga 
Department of Sociology/ Anthropology 
California State University, Bakersfield 
9001 Stockdale 
Bakersfield, CA 93311-1099 
w (805) 664-2108 fax (805) 664-2415 
h (805) 589-8398 

Treasurer - Constance Cameron 
Museum of Anthropology 
California State University, Fullerton 
Fullerton, CA 92634 
w (714) 773-3977 msg (714) 773-3626 
h (310) 696-6133 fax (714) 871-5345 

SCA Business Office - Kathleen Long 
Department of Anthropology 
California State University, Fullerton 
Fullerton, CA 92634 
(714) 256-0332 
e-Mail SCA@CCVAX.FULLERTON.EDU 
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SCA Newsletter 

Newsletter Editor - Sharon Waechter 
Far Western Anthropological Research Group, Inc. 
P.O. Box 413 
Davis, CA 95617 
(916) 756-3941 phone 
(916) 756-0811 fax 
eMail sharonw@farwestem.com 

Newsletter Preparation- Doug Bryce 
P 0 Box 292010 
Sacramento, CA 95829-2010 (916) 558-3734 
FAX (916) 387-1179 

Contributing Editors & Editorial Assistance 
Avocational Society Larry Weigel (916) 653-1655 
Calendar Donna Day (916) 478-6214 
Federal Agency Arch. Karen Nissen (209) 488-4024 
State Agency Arch. Thad Van Bueren (916) 653-1427 
Historical Arch. Rebecca All en ( 619) 233-1454 
New Publications John Johnson (805) 682-4711 x306 
Grey Literature by region; refer to Jan. 1995 issue 
Editorial Assistance Debbie Jones 

The SCA publishes a quarterly newsletter of articles and · 
information essential to California archaeology. Articles • 
and letters from readers are welcome. Lead articles should 
be about five pages in length, double-spaced; longer ar
ticles may be printed in installments. Hard copy submis- ' 
sions must also be on diskette (3.5", WordPerfect 6.1 for
matting preferred) and may be directed via snail-mail to 
Sharon A. Waechter, Newsletter Editor, Far Western An
thropological Research group, Inc., P.O. Box 413, Davis, 
CA 95617, (916) 756-3941, fax (916) 756-0811. Submissions 
may also be sent via e-Mail. Deadlines are January 15 
(March issue), May 1 (June isszue), August 1 (September 
issue), and November 1 (December issue). 

Newsletter Deadlines 

Submission Deadline 
January 15 
May1 
August 1 
November1 

Issue 
March 
June 
Se ptember 
December 

Advertising Rates 
1I4 page or less $40 
1I4 to 1I2 page $70 
1I2 to full page $125 

Ads that run three or more consecutive issues receive a 
15% discount. 
Columns are 3.5''. Full page is 7.5" x 9". 
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Proceedings Editor 

1997 Annual Meeting 
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934-7901 

Barb Voss (510) 848-5773 
Adrian Praetzellis (707) 664-2820 

Glenn Caruso (415) 898-8826 

ISTEA Advisory Council Representatives 
Paul Chace (714) 540-0800 

Archaeology Week Beth Padon (714) 440-7020 

Avocational Society Larry Weigel (916) 653-1655 

Calif Register Committee 
Dana McGowan (916) 737-3000 
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Mary Gorden (209) 597-2373 
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Easements Bill Dreyer (916) 898-6256 
Trudy Vaughan (916) 244-0515 

Development Lynn Gamble (310) 206-7506 

Preservation Task Force Julia Costello (209) 286-1182 

Information Center Advisory Group 
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James Bennyhoff Memorial Fund 
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Legislation Lynn Dunbar (916) 448-1892 

Membership (vacant) 
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OHP Liaison 

Publicity 

Phil de Barros (619) 744-1150 ext. 2343 

Sandra J. Elder (916) 653-0877 

Kerstine Johnson (818) 388-8363 

Electronic Communications Webmasters 
Kristina Roper (209) 229-1856 

Steve Dondero (916) 653-8117 
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