
Society for California Archaeology 

NEWSLETTER 
Volume 28 Number 1 January 1994 

San Clemente Island Research on the Origins of 
Maritime Residential Sedentism 

L. Mark Raab, Katherine Bradford & Roy A. Salls 

Since 1988, the Northndge Center for Public Archae
ology. CSU Northndge, has been working coop
eratively with the U.S. Navy on San Clemente Island. 
Andrew Yatsko, Natural Resources Office. Naval Air 
Station North Island, San Diego, has seived as a co
prtnclpal investigator on most of the research pro
jects related to this agreement. One of the most sig
nificant of these efforts is investigation of the Nursecy 
site (CA-SCLI-1215). 

The Nursecy site denves its name from a nearby 
native plant nursecy, established by the Navy as part 
of a program to restore the island's native vegetation. 
The site is located at an elevation of 220 m (723 ft.) 
within a series of faults trending from the main San 
Clemente Fault that created the island's steep east
ern escarpment. The site parallels a stabilized Pleis
tocene-age dune, rising to a height of about 50 m. 
lln.mediately to the west. This relic dune provides 
protection from strong prevailing winds. 

This site has been the object of several archaeological 
investigations. By far. the largest body of informa
tion on prehistoric structures on San Clemente 
Island collected to date is from the Nursecy site. M. 
Axford, of Mesa College recorded the Nursecy site in 
1976. Axford noted that midden deposits within the 
site had been exposed some years earlier by militacy 
construction activities. Not until 1984, however, was 
the site examined in greater detail. Test excavations 
by UCLA archaeologists found that midden deposits 
and cultural features paralleled the relic dune for a 
distance of at least 195 m. and extended outward 
from the dune at least 25 m. Black, ashy midden 
deposits between 0.5 and 2 m deep were found. con
taining large quantities of marine shell fish and sea 
mammal bones, and ground and chipped stone arti
facts. Excavations and systematic soil augering 
between 1984 and 1987 by UCLA personnel and A. 
Yatsko exposed one house floor completely (House 1), 
part of another floor, and identified at least 16 other 
houses within the site. 

House Pit 1. Several one m test pits were excavated 
at the Nursecy Site during a 1984 UCLA field season. 
Special attention was given to possible deeply buried 
cultural features revealed by soil auger. Test Unit C 
produced a concentration of stones and abalone 

(Haliotis cracherodii) shells. which caused the area 
of excavation to be expanded. In an adjoining exca
vation unit, a whale rib post was exposed pro
truding from the sterile reddish-brown dune sedi
ments, which form the site's culturally-sterile sub
stratum. 

Expanding the excavation to the west exposed the 
t:dge of a house depression filled with shell-beanng 
midden. Excavation within the depression revealed 
the edge of a circular structure which sloped down 
to a flat, hard floor of a lighter color than the red
dish brown dune substratum. This structure is 
designated here as House Pit 1. Once the dimen
sions of the house pit were determined and the edge 
excavated, a backhoe was used to remove the fill 
Approximately 65 cm of fill was removed from the 
southwest area and 25 cm from the northeast area 
of the house pit. The backhoe excavation was ·. 
halted. and the last 25 cm of fill removed with trow
els and brushes. 

The house floor was 4.70 m (15.27 ft.) north-south, 
4 m (13 ft.) east-west. and 50 cm (19.5 in.) deep. 
Three features were encountered on the house floor. 
Feature 24 was identified as a mold impression of 
the center support post. Features 26 and 27 were 
hearths which contained a large amount of burned 
sea mammal bone and charcoal. A charcoal sample 
from Feature 27 yield a radiocarbon date of 3750 + 
35 years [UCLA-2586). 

House Pit 2. During the summer of 1990, an 
archaeological field school directed by L. Mark 
Raab, Andy Yatsko and Roy Salls completely exca
vated one house pit (House Pit 2) and exposed parts 
of two others. This structure was described in an 
earlier SCA Newsletter article (1991 V 25:1). The 
house was constructed in a circular pit 4.5 wide 
and about 50 cm deep. The roof structure con
sisted of members set in holes between 10 and 30 
cm in diameter at the floor perimeter. No evidence 
remained of the material that was used in these 
upnghts. It appears. however, that the roof struc
ture was supported by at least two upnghts located 
near the east and west peiiphecy of the floor. A 
support rafter 
(Continued on page 3) 
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President's Message 
by John Johnson 

Strategic Planning and The SCA 

The Executive Board h eld a s trategic planning 
retreat on December 10- 11 to review and prioritize 
the list of SCA goals and objectives compiled from 
the annual meeting workshop and written responses 
received from the membership. Past President Dick 
Markley h ad brought together all these ideas in an 
exhaustive six page synthesis distiibu ted ahead of 
time to boar d members and committee chairs for 
comment. We met in the relaxed atmosphere of the 
h is toric Pioneer Hotel in the small community of 
Sheep Ranch, Calaveras County. which is co-owned 
and co-managed by SCA member Judith Marvin. 
Thad Van Bueren j oined us in his capacity as SCA 
representative on the State Heritage Task Force. Eliz
abeth Sewell of the Mother Lode Womens' Center 
served as our facilitator. 

Mike Sampson, Mary Maniery and Dick Markley during SCA stra
tegic planning retreat, Pioneer Hotel , Sheep Ranch , 10, Dec 
1993. Photo by J. Johnson 

The format for our strategic planning retreat perhaps 
will be familiar to those SCA members who belong to 
organizations or agencies that have conducted siin
ilar efforts. The facil itator first had us focus on the 
mission of our society. We agreed that our mission is 
"dedicated to research. understanding, and con
servation of California's archaeological resources: by 
interpreting the context of the Past. we put the 
Present in perspective." We next worked on a list of 
goals to achieve our mission. The facilitator then 
asked us individually to choose which goals were 
(Continued on page 10) 
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San Clemente Island 
(Continued from page 1) 

connecting these posts would have formed a sec
ondary ridge supporting the roof structure of 
whale-rib ... stringers" that clearly were placed in 
some of the pits located at the periphery of the 
house floor. In one instance the stub of a whale rib 
was still in place in one of these holes. Wooden 
st~ingers may have been used as well, though no 
evidence of wooden roof members was found. This 
basic roof structure may have been covered with a 
number of materials, judging by the house exam
ples noted earlier. These materials may have 
included sea grass, animal skins or reeds. These 
construction techniques appear to be much the 
same as those described earlier for domestic struc
tures of the Santa Barbara Channel region. 

Subsequently. this research took on unanticipated 
significance in relation to archaeological research 
on Santa Catalina Island and the adjacent main
land coast in Orange County. Howard and Raab 
(1993) describe a southern Channel Islands cul
tural ir:teraction based on the geographic and tem
poral distribution of distinctive Olivella grooved rec
tangle beads (Bennyhoff and Hughes type Nland 
N2). These beads have been found in a cultural 
component at the Little Harbor site, Santa Catalina 
Island (CA-SCAI-17) with a mean age of 5,200 years 
B.P. for six radiocarbon dates. These same beads 
have been found in Orange County coastal sites 
(CA-ORA-665 and CA-ORA-667) which have pro
duced closely similar radiocarbon dates. Grooved 
rectangle beads also known from undated contexts 
on San Nicolas Island (CA-SNI-12). and from fill 
within House Pit 2 at the Nursery site. This type of 
bead appears to be virtually unknown in the North
ern Channel Islands or on the adjacent mainland 
coast. Howard and Raab ( 1993) interpret these 
data as possible evidence of a distinctive southern 
Channel Islands cultural interaction sphere. The 
Nursery site may have a cultural component with 
an age of over 5.000 years, as indicated by the 
presence of these beads in the fill of House Pit 2. 

A field school conducted last summer by Andy 
Yatsko and Raab at the Nursery site produced 
additional grooved rectangle beads from the fill of 
other house pits. These contexts are now being 
dated by radiocarbon assays. Soon, one should be 
able to draw firmer conclusions about the age of 
residential structures at the Nursery site. Based 
on present evidence, however. it appears possible 
that substantial structures were being constructed 
on San Clemente island at least as early as 5,000 
year ago. The Nursery site research offers an 
important glimpse into maritime cultural evolution. 

Although residential structures of several types 
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have been described on the southern California 
coast, many of these were excavated prior to the 
advent of radiocarbon dating. In many instances 
such dates simply are not available. leaving 
archaeologists to estimate the age of structures 
based on their association with time-diagnostic 
artifacts. Often, structures can only be assigned to 
broadly defined cultural periods. Assessing the role 
of architecture in the socioeconomic evolution of 
coastal societies in southern California is hindered 
by a lack of precise dating. The geographic dis
tribution of architectural forms is equally indistinct. 
Residential architecture is poorly documented in 
coastal regions north and south of the Santa Bar
bara Channel. The San Clemente Island data are a 
welcome addition on both accounts. 

T?e archaeological study of architecture has a sig
nificance beyond reconstruction of lifeways or in 
apJ?lications of the direct historical approach in 
which house types are linked to particular cultural 
groups. Although these are worthy goals, our 
emphasis here is not on functional or cultural vari
ation in residential structures. Instead, we want to 
focus on the socioeconomic implications of archi
tecture in the evolution of coastal societies. 
Archaeologists have long held the belief that perma
nent or semi-permanent residential loci arose on 
the southern California coast owing to economies 
based on a highly productive combination of marine 
and terrestrial resources. An increasing body of 
evidence suggests that economies of this type arose 
at least as early as the mid-Holocene. Whether 
developments of this type gave rise to residential 
sedentism remains unclear, however. Sedentism 
rni:ght be reflect~d in several types of archaeological 
evidence, includmg faunal indicators of site season
ality. mortuary practices and patterns of primary 
and secondary refuse deposition. SedenUsm 
should also be reflected in construction of res
idential architecture. Only after a substantial 
degree of sedentism had been achieved can one 
imagine the investments of labor and materials 
required to build substantial residential structures. 
A highly mobile settlement-subsistence pattern log
ically works against such investments. As the Nur
sery site research unfolds. we should be able to 
offer more research into maritime cultural evolu
tion. 

References 

Howard. William J. and L. Mark Raab 
1993 Olivella Grooved Rectangle Beads as 

Evidence of an Early Period Southern 
Channel Islands Interaction Sphere. In 
press. Pacific oast Archaeological Society 
Quarterly, Costa Mesa, California. 
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Heritage Task Force 
Initiatives for 1994 

Thad M. Van Bueren 

For the past several years the SCA has participated 
on the Heritage Task Force. The task force was 
created by the Secretary of the Resources Agency to 
advance legislation benefiting historical resources. 
The group has sponsored several successful pro
posals including the California Register and Heritage 
Fund bills. Planning is now under way for the 1994 
legislative session. The SCA Executive Board has 
asked me to represent our interests on the task force 
in a long term capacity to ensure greater continuity. 
As the task force liaison. I'd like to briefly rm you in 
on its activities and the proposals the SCA is spon
soring for 1994. 

Discussions at November 17. 1993 Meeting 

The California Preservation Foundation initiated the 
task force's planning efforts for the 1994 legislative 
session. They offered four basic proposals that focus 
exclusively on issues concerning the preservation of 
built resources. Those proposals included: (1) tax 
credits for various historic building rehabilitation 
activities; (2) set asides (grants) for converting his
toric buildings into affordable housing within the 
proposed Housing Bond Act being developed by 
DDAVID Roberti for the 1994 election: (3) tax exemp
tion for seismic rehabilitation of historic buildings: 
and (4) a proposal to make state tax regulations con
form with federal rules. thus offering a 20% tax 
credit for rehabilitation projects. 

J)iscussion of the four CPF proposals centered on 
their chances for success in the current political 
environment. The general feeling was that financial 
incentives (e.g., tax credits), won't pay too well given 
budget shortfalls at all levels of government. The 
built environment representatives on the task force 
plan to concentrate their energy on the housing bond 
act and tax credits for seismic retrofit. Our main 
interest in those initiatives is to ensure that the pro
jects they support are carried out in conformance 
with the Secretary of Interior's Standards. That 
should provide for adequate consideration of impacts 
to archaeological resources. For example, seismic 
retrofits often entail reconstruction of building foun
dations-an obvious concern for us. 

SCA Proposals 

Since the November task force meeting I have pulled 
together a set of proposals in consultation with mem
bers of the SCA Executive Board. I presented the fol
lowing proposals at the December 15 task force 
meeting. The first two initiatives will be my priorities. 

Lynn Dunbar of the Archaeological Conservancy 
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(also a task force member) plans to devote her energy 
to the third initiative listed below. 

1. Historical Resource Filing System 
Improvement Package 

This initiative is a high priority for the entire task 
force. It is particularly crucial for the preservation of 
archaeological resources because they are "invisible" 
to the untrained observer. The fast pace of today's 
planning processes and the vast numbers of 
resources recorded in the OHP's filing system 
( 150,000+files, including more than 80,000 archae
ological site records) make computerization of the 
system essential. We now face an important window 
of opportunity. The Office of Historic Preservation is 
integrating its archaeological and built resource files 
at the Information Centers. Automation and 
improved access to the system are urgently needed. 

While the Office of Historic Preservation has dem
onstrated a strong commitment to improving the his
torical resource filing system. its ability to implement 
essential changes has been impaired by a lack of 
adequate staff and financial resources. Our proposal 
will seek funding to accomplish needed modern
ization and long term maintenance of the system. I 
think we can sell the proposal based on the fact that 
it will enable faster, cheaper, and more efficient 
delivery of information. As such, it will expedite the 
planning process in a period when there is pressure 
to streamline regulatory processes. Automation will 
also make OHP's files more useful for regional plan
ning, a strategy strongly promoted by the Governor 
and Resources Secretary. The following areas appear 
to hold promise as funding options for this proposal: 

•statewide ISTEA planning grant 
•Matching funds from federal and state agencies 
•Grants from private companies and foundations 
•Dedicating a portion of Environmental License 

Plate Funds 
•Federal and state grants for preserving unique 

archives 

2. Heritage Tourism Incentives 

Heritage tourism has the potential to increase appre
ciation of historical resources. while creating jobs 
and economic growth. Some states like Arizona 
derive enormous economic benefits from heritage 
tourism. This progressive package should be easy to 
promote because everyone stands to benefit from it. 
Existing studies clearly demonstrate the economic 
benefits of promoting heritage tourism. It will of 
course be crucial to approach the visitation of 
archaeological sites carefully. The built environment 
advocates on the task force are very interested in 
cooperating on this venture. 

My thought is to design a program in which some of 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Heritage Task Force 
(Continued from page 4) 

the funds generated by heritage tourism are pumped 
back into historic preseivation projects such as the 
acquisition and sensitive interpretation of archae
ological resources. The preservation of archaeological 
resources and historic buildings will be fostered to 
the extent that local governments and businesses 
realize the economic benefits of conserving and pro
moting the resources they own or control. This atta
ches a positive value to preseiving sites and can be 
linked to the SCA's Archaeology Week and the state's 
Historic Preseivatlon Week. Contacts are planned 
with the Departments of Tourism and Commerce. 
The following ideas appear promising: 

*Preseivation grants and promotional expenses 
might be generated by cooperative funding from 
state, transportation providers, local business 
organizations, etc. 
~ax credits could be designed for donating money 
to dedicated preseivation funds (including OHP's 
Heritage Fund). 

*Enabling measures for creation of dedicated local 
funds {linked to certified local governments). 

3. Revision of the Subdivision Map Act. 

As presently written, the act permits local govern
ments to require that developers dedicate a portion 
of the lands they develop (or pay in lieu fees) for cer
tain purposes such as schools, streets, public 
access. and parks. Those purposes do not explicitly 
include historical resources (cf., Government Code 
Sections 66475-66478). Adding a specific section 
regarding the dedication of lands containing his
torical resources will promote better protection of 
such properties. Any legislation we propose should 
encourage linkages with lands dedicated for other 
purposes. 

4. Create Dedicated Income for the Heritage 
Fund 

The Heritage Fund created last year is a valuable 
achievement. It can be used to accomplish many 
objectives not possible through other means. The 
SCA will support the development of a dedicated 
income for the fund. I proposed the following ideas to 
achieve that goal. 

*Seek private endowments. 
*Designate a portion of the ELPF for the Heritage 
Fund {or create a separate Heritage License Plate 
Fund?) 
*Promote the routing of development in lieu 
mitigation fees to the Heritage Fund (e.g., 
mitigation banking) 
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5. Regional Planning Initiative 

Regional planning is receiving a lot of attention at 
the state and federal level, primarily with regard to 
natural resource issues. To date, historical 
resources have generally not been factored into the 
discussion. There is a need to integrate historical 
resource preseivation into the regional planning pro
cess. For example. funding may be available through 
the Office of Oil Spill Prevention (Department of Fish 
and Game) and other sources. I hope to explore the 
possibility of funding regional surveys using stream
lined recordation procedures. 

Conclusion 

I encourage you to write or call with any suggestions 
of concerns about the agenda outlined above. I 
would particularly welcome help from anyone inter
ested tn lending a hand gathering information and 
developing specific proposals. I can be reached at: 

Thad M. Van Bueren, P 0 Box 250, Flddletown, CA 
95629. (916) 263-3404 

Annual· Meeting 
Society For California Archaeology 

March 24-27, 1994 
Ventura, California 

The 1994 Annual Meeting of the Soci
ety for California Archaeology will be 
held in Ventura. California. at the 
Doubletree Hotel from March 24-27. 
Stephen Horne is serving as Program · 
Chair and Larry Wilcoxon is over
seeing local arrangements. 

' If you have questions or are interested 
in helping with the meeting. please , 
contact Steve at: 

Los Padres National Forest 
6144 Calle Real 
Goleta. CA 93117 
(805) 683-6711 or 681-2723. 

or 

Larry Wilcoxon at 7394 Calle Real. 
1 
Goleta, CA 93117. (805) 967 -304 7 
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, News and Views From The Office'' 
of Historic Preservation , 

Sandra J. Elder 
Public Information Coordinator 1, 

Since Governor Wilson signed SB 90, the California 
Heritage Fund Act, the State Historical Resources 
Commission and the Office of Historic Preservation 
are now seeking to establish funding. At its Feb
ruary 18, 1994 meeting, the Commission will 
appoint a California Heritage Fund Committee to 
expedite possible funding strategies. 

Unlike most other states, California has not had a 
permanent, independent funding source for historic 
preservation projects, but has depended on voter
approved state bonds with very limited federal sup
port. 

The California Heritage Fund provides new avenues 
for obtaining funding, and can also fund important 
services not covered under current state and federal 
mandates. In contrast to traditional bond act pro
jects, these funds can be applied to programs which 
strengthen local historical resources management 
and preservation by providing economic incentives 
to local governments such as loans, revolving or 
seed funds, and planning grants. This Fund can 
also provide historical and archaeological resource 
planning and management grants, consistent with 
state and federal initiatives for the acquisition, pres
ervation and management of archaeological 
resources, sites and/or associated artifacts. 

In the January 1994 newsletter from the Office of 
Historic Preservation, we will again be soliciting 
nominees for the 1994 Governor's Annual Historic 
Preservation Award program. This program has 
been in existence since 1987. 

Nominees must have shown a commitment to the 
pursuit of historic preservation activities which 
demonstrate an outstanding record of long-term or 
continuing interest in historic preservation. Cities or 
counties, not-for-profit groups, businesses, special 
districts, or agencies are all eligible. The nomina
tion form will be included in the OHP Newsletter. 

The opening session of the October Certified Local 
Government Workshop was entitled "Partnerships in 
Historic Preservation." One of the speakers was Dr. 
Julia Costello, President Elect of SCA. I would like to 
share her presentation with you: 

'The terms 'historic preservation' and 'historic 
resources' usually bring to mind buildings and 
structures related to the historic period: houses. 
bridges. city halls, churches. neighborhoods, farms 
and ranches. These resources span from ca. l 769 -
the founding of the first Spanish settlement in San 
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Diego - to the early 20th century: less than 200 
years. There are also significant archaeological sites 
representing this recent time period: historic-period 
archaeological sites which frequently contain unique 
information missing from the written record. 

"In my short time here today. I would like to talk 
about the cultural resources which represent the 
more than 12,000 years of human history in Cal
ifornia which preceded the arrival of the Europeans. 
I would like to expand the vision of some of you, and 
verify that of others, that the protection and. pres
ervation of the cultural history of California begins 
with the arrival of its first human populations. 

"25 years ago. when I was an undergraduate, this 
beginning of human presence in North America was 
thought to have been about 12,000 B. P. during the 
Wisconsin glaciation, which drew up substantial 
amounts of ocean water into ice caps. exposing the 
land bridge to Asia. Since that time. advances in 
archaeological research techniques and increased 
research efforts may push the entry date back to at 
least 25,000 B.P.: and some argue for even older 
dates of 50,000 B.P. in places like China Lake. 

It is now thought that successive waves of immi
grants arrived from Asia along an open island cor
ridor that emptied into the northernn Great Plains. 
California seems to have attracted numerous splin
ter groups from this series of immigrants producing 
a land filled with small enclaves of distinct tribe
like groups: a patchwork of relatively independent 
and autonomous political. social, and linguistic enti
ties unlike anywhere else in North or South America. 

'The prehistory of each area of California is therefore 
quite distinct; and local sites provide the only clues 
to local prehistoric populations. 

"Increasingly sophisticated studies of artifacts iden
tify both specific activities of individual population 
groups and relationships between regions: 

•styles of projectile points changed over time and 
their presence can date a specific site; or tell how. 
long a site was inhabited; or measure the spread 
of these styles throughout the state. 'Arrowheads.· 
for example, only date to about 1500 years ago 
when this invention was introduced from the east. 
Points prior to this time were from spears or an 
interesting device called an atlatl. 

*The prized tool-making stone, obsidian, through 
identifkation of constituent trace elements. can be 
identified with specific volcanic quarry sources. 
Obsidian recovered from sites can therefore be 
used to reconstruct ancient trade routes such as 
that from the Mono basin to Sacramento. and from 
Mt. Shasta to the coast. 

*Shell beads made on the Santa Barbara Channel 
(Continued on page 7) 
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News & Views 
(Continued from page 6) 

islands have been found used as currency as far 
north as San Luis Obispo. 

*Microscopic analysis of the edge wear on stone 
tools have differentiated those used on plants from 
those used on animal remains, identifying what 
local resources people were using. 

*Religious items from sites provide a glimpse into 
beliefs in supernatural power. and bmial goods to 
perceptions of an afterlife. 

*From the soils of sites new techniques have 
recovered fossil pollen remains which can be 
identified by plant species. The presence of 
certain plants indicate that past environments 
were often quite different from those today: wetter, 
dryer. cooler, or hotter at different times. Carbon 
from burned organic material is dated to provide 
more precise reconstruction of when sites were 
occupied. And animal bones provide clues to diet 
and economic activities. 

*Diagnostic ear bones of fish show that the 
southern Chumash were catching deep-water 
species from sea-going canoes over 2,000 years 
ago. 

'The prehistory of California is emerging as quite a 
complex story including changes in climate, migra
tions of peoples. times of war and peace. trading 
relationships made and broken, and movement of 
groups out of old and into new territories over hun
dreds and thousands of years. 

"For all this wealth of unique and exciting informa
tion, archaeological sites are more difficult to gener
ate public enthusiam for than buildings: 

*They are, except to experts. generally 
unrecognizable on the landscape: 

*Their restoration or preservation does not provide 
a community with that satisfying presence of an 
historic edifice: and 

*Most often their actual locations and importance 
must be kept secret to protect them from looters. 

'There are currently about 100,000 archaeological 
sites recorded in the eleven state information cen
ters; 100,000 sites representing over 12,000 years of 
human history. In comparison. about 70,000 his
toric buildings and structures are currently 
recorded. representing about 150 years. 

"Like historic structures. prehistoric sites are the 
ultimate unrenewable resource. There will never be 
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any more of them than we have right now: and they 
are disappearing fast. Unlike historic resources, we 
have no other source of information on the people 
they represent than the sites themselves: no photos, 
diaries, descriptions. maps, or government docu
ments. 

"I urge you, in your stewardship of the cultural 
resources in your jurisdictions, to make special 
efforts to champion the identification and protection 
of these uniquely valuable and endangered records 
of our state's cultural heritage." 

Archaeology Week 1994 
May 7·14 

The theme for Archaeology Week 
' 1994 is "Traveling Through 
, Time." To augment this theme 
,1 we will produce a "Self-Guided 

California Archaeology Tour" for 
the public. Share in the activ
ities and help organize for 

: Archaeology Week 1994. Con- . 
tact: Beth Padon at (714) 733- . • 
3669 or 141 Oval Road, Irvine, , 
CA 92714 or Elyn Walker at (707)· 

. 664-2381, or Anthro Studies 
Center, Sonoma State University, 
Rohnert Park, CA 94928. 1

' 

SCA Members Participate in 
SHA Conference 

The 1994 Society for Historical Archeology Confer
ence on Historical and Underwater Archaeology took 
place on January 5-9 in Vancouver, British Colum
bia. Several presentations on the program involved 
work in California. SCA members Glenn Farrts, Mary 
Maniery, Lester Ross. and Michael Sampson orga
nized symposia for the conference. Such active par
ticipation in this important international conference 
reflects well on California Archaeology; projects in 
California do have world-wide appeal and sig-
nificance. 
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U.S. Army Garrison, Presidio of 1

• 

San Francisco National Historic 
Landmark District 

Sonnie Osborn Be Vance Bente' 

Partners ln Preservation -The Presidio's new 
exhibit "United States Army - Partners in Preserva
tion" opened in October at the Corps of Engineers 
Installation Engineers Conference in Las Vegas. 
Nevada. The exhibit is scheduled for the following 
locations in 1994: the Society for Historical archae
ology (Vancouver BC, January), SCA (Ventura CA, 
March). Society for American Archaeology (Anaheim 
CA, April) and California Archaeology Week (San 
Francisco/Sacramento, May). The exhibit depicts 
the various archeological and historic presetvatton 
activities being undertaken by the Army and its part
ners at the Presidio National Historic Landmark Dis
trict and Hamilton Army Airfield National Register 
District. Hamilton is a sub-installation of the Pre
sidio in Marin County. 

The success of the Army's historic presetvatlon pro
gram at the Presidio is the result of a partnership 
both within the various elements of the U.S. Army 
and its. contractors (David Donnenfleld Productions, 
Jones & Stokes Associates, Mesa Technical, Mont
gomery Watson, PAR Environmental Services, Wood
ward Clyde Consultants}, other Federal and State 
agencies (Advisory Council on Historic Preservation, 
the National Park Service, the California Office of 
Historic Preservation) and interested members of the 
public. This spirit of cooperation has enabled the 
Presidio's Garrtson Commander, Colonel Gregory 
Renn to meet the Army's new nationwide commit
ment to environmental stewardship of archeological 
and historic resources at these two installations. 

In addition to the exhibit, Donnenfield, in collabora
tion with JSA.. has begun filming a video which will 
be released in June 1994 on the history of the Pre
sidio. Donnenfleld captured several shots of wee 
archaeologists Vance Bente' and Barbara Voss at the 
archaeological site of the 18th century Spanish Colo
nial fortification walls (See SCA Newsletter 27(4) and 
(6} for a more detailed account of this discovery). 

Spanish Colonial Presidio Update Archaeological 
monitoring of infrastructure upgrades and environ
mental cleanup continues at the Presidio by wee 
under contract to the Corps. Forty-five exploratory 
units have been excavated in order to identify what 
are now thought to be the interior and exterior walls 
of the northern and eastern fronts of the main Span
ish Colonial Presidio quadrangle. The northeast cor
ners are located significantly north and east of the 
presumed location of the Presidio Quadrangle as 
established in the 1920's using a 1792 plan drawing 
by Comandante Hermenegildo Sal and marked by 
plaques installed by the Daughters of the American 
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Revolution. Artifacts recovered during the excava
tions include Majolica, Galera, Chinese export por
celain, and locally-produced ceramics; handmade 
roof tile; gun flints; varied metal artifacts and faunal 
remains (mainly cow or pig). Monitoring of construc
tion to replace over 18,000 feet of the Presidio's 
water distribution system began in December. Bob 
Ebert, Presidio Environmental Coordinator, is hope
ful that additional archaeological funds will be pro
vided in 1994 through the Department of Defense 
Legacy program to further document the Spanish 
Colonial fortification. 

Pershing Square Discoveries. In November 1993, 
sewer pipe repairs in Pershing Square exposed sev
eral subsurface archeological features. The north
south trending construction trench was left open to 
allow test excavations to identify the features. Exca
vation units were placed :Immediately adjacent to the 
construction trench. A perpendicular east-west 
trench was excavated to evaluate the extent and 
nature of the surrounding deposit. The work was 
directed by Bente' of WCC with technical man
agement by Sannie Osborn of the Corps who is 
assisting the Presidio's Director of Public Works. 
Colonel Frank Janecek with Section 106 compltance 
for the numerous ongoing projects. 

The excavation units and sidewall profiles of the 
sewer line trench identified numerous American 
period features. These included a kitchen waste 
deposit from the early American period (1847-1860}; 
dense layers of handmade clay roof tile fragments 
intersecting and overlaying the kitchen waste depos
its, representing debris from the 19th century dem
olition of the Spanish Colonial Presidio; a stone and 
concrete foundation: and a brick foundation. Arti
facts recovered from the kitchen waste deposit 
include varied pearlware. creamware, and Chinese 
export porcelain ceramics; bottle. table and pane 
glass shards; saw-cut faunal bone; and varied fer
rous metal artifacts. Archival research is currently 
underway to determine which structures are repre
sented by the stone/concrete and brick foundations. 

The east-west trench intersected two stone wall
foundations and a Spanish-Colonial period deposi
tional feature. The feature contained a concentra
tion of handmade clay roof tile fragments, small 
unmodified cobbles, Majolica and Galera ceramic 
shards.and cleaver-cut faunal bone. The stone wall 
foundations very likely represent the interior and 
exterior walls of the western front the Presidio quad
rangle. 

Interpretations of the Presidio de San Francisco. 
The western front wall-foundations located in Persh
ing Square are within a few feet of the location as 
marked in the 1920s. Coupled with the information 
derived from the previous excavations along the east
ern front, it appears as though the western and 
southern fronts conform to the 1 792 Sal plan draw
ing. (Continued on page 9) 
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U.S. Army Garrison 
(ConHnued from page 8) 

However, the location of the eastern front and the 
northeastern comer, built subsequent to 1792, sug
gest that the Presidio quadrangle was enlarged sig
nificantly. Excavation of the east-west trench was 
approved by the Garrison Commander in order to 
help verify the location of the western boundary. 

In 1 798 Viceroy Marquez de Branciforte approved an 
expenditure of 192 pesos for the construction of nine 
indMdual quarters and a barracks. These pro
visions were probably intended for housing of the 
Catalonian volunteers, a special infantry unit that 
arrived in California in 1796. Assuming that mark
ers placed in the 1920s conform to the Sal plan 
drawing of 1792 (which has been verified in part by 
the trench excavated on the eastern and northern 
fronts by the first two phases of excavation) likely 
represent improvements and additions in the late 
18th century. 

Borax Lake Site Management 
and Education Project 

The Archaeological Conservancy's Borax Lake Pre
serve will host a three-day project April 8-10, 1994, 
to continue to survey and stabilize the 10,000 year
old archaeological site as part of California Archae
ology Week. Conseivancy members and volunteers 
(the public and children are invited) will work along
side archaeologists to map concentrations of artifacts 
on the site and to plan for future research. We are 
scheduling the project earlier this year in hope that 
more archaeologists will participate. We will camp 
out at Anderson Marsh State Park. Hotel accom
modations are also available in the city of Clearlake. 
For more information contact Lynn Dunbar, Western 
Regional Director, The Archaeological Conservancy, 
(916) 448-1892, 1217 23rd Street, Sacramento, CA 
95816-4917, or Elyn Walker (707) 664-2381. 

Program Background 

In 1989, The Archaeological Conseivancy acquired 
one of the most important Paleo-Indian archaeolog
ical sites in California, the Borax Lake site, and ded
icated the site as a permanent archaeological pre
serve. The initial acquisition, stabilization, and 
monitoring program for the site is now virtually com
plete. In 1991 the Conseivancy nominated the site to 
the National Register of Historic Places, and received 
notice of its successful listing at the national level of 
sJgnificance. The Conservancy and the local Cultural 
Heritage Council have consulted with a local site 
advisory committee, mended fences on the site, and 
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have established a neighborhood site monitoring pro
gram which successfully notifies The Conservancy of 
trespassers and other threats to the property. In 
1993, the Conservancy and the Cultural Heritage 
Council received the Governor's Award for Historic 
Preservation for their continuing efforts at Borax 
Lake. 

The site, which is dated to 10,000 or more years ago. 
may be one of the oldest human occupation sites in 
North America. It consists of 24 acres on the shore 
of Borax Lake and is planted with aging walnut trees 
which once were a thriving orchard, creating some 
unique management and site preservation problems. 

In 1992, The Conservancy and the Cultural Heritage 
Council, in cooperation with Sonoma State Uni
versity and the Elem Tribal Colony. sponsored the 
first annual Borax Lake Site Management Project, 
which coordinated more than 50 professionals, grad
uate and undergraduate students in archaeology and 
related disciplines. and volunteers for surf ace collec
tion and mapping of the archaeological materials. 
Annual surveys. the third of which is scheduled for 
April 8-10, will remove valuable artifacts from the 
view of trespassers and collectors, analyze, curate, 
and publish the results, and map the collection over 
a period of years to determine distribution of arti
facts across the site, with a view toward additional 
subsurface research in coming decades. It is an inte
grated program, involving people from all walks of 
life. local people and interested groups across the 
state, in the principles and practice of archaeological 
conservation. The survey combines site stabilization 
and management decision-making with scientific 
research, public interpretation, and education at 
many levels. 

As evidence of the success of the local monitoring 
program. in the summer of 1992. when fires swept 
through the area, Toi Ferrin, a site monitor who lives 
across from the orchard, insisted upon calling the 
Conservancy to notify them of the danger before she 
would allow law enforcement to evacuate her from 
her home. Recently, a local collector phoned the 
Conservancy to find out more about archaeological 
preservation, she had been stopped at the site by a 
monitor, asked to leave, and given the Conseivancy's 
number to call. 

Research opportunities can even result from dis
aster. When wind-fed grass fires swept the site, 
archaeologists followed close behind to collect obsid
ian flakes from the surf ace of the property in the 
autumn of 1992. Because the site is related to 
nearby obsidian quarries, and because obsidian 
hydration analysis is an essential research com
ponent of scientific study· of the site. the fires, cou
pled with the annual survey collection earlier in the 
year, provided a unique opportunity to discover the 
impact of natural fires on the hydration results 
obtained from a site. 
(Continued on page 10) 
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President's Message 
(Continued fgrom page 2) 

most important. summing our choices. In this way. 
we came up with a prioritized list, ranked in the fol 
lowing order: 

to collate the results of our strategic planning efforts 
and then send these to SCA committee chairs and 
appointed representatives for c.omments before the 
Executive Board meets again at our annual meeting. 
Once the strategic plan is approved, a new standing 
committee will be forced to coordinate its accom
plishment within the next three years. It is our hope 
that these efforts will enable SCA to become even 
better in fulfilling its mission in the future. 

( 1) Dissemination of information, 

(2) Preservation of archaeological 
collections and records . 

(3) Governmental involvement. 

(4) Promotion of cooperation 
among archaeologists. 

(5) Inclusion and cooperation of 
diverse cultural groups in 
archaeological conservation. 

(6) Improvem ent of the SCA 
infrastructure. 

We discovered that virtually all of 
the ideas in ou r six-page list could 
be subsumed under each of the 
broader goals. 

We spent the remainder of the day. 
long into the evening, and early the 
next morning in small working 
groups , taking each task and 
deciding how it should be 
achieved, who would be respon
sible for its accomplishment, when 
it • should be completed, what 
resources were needed, and how to 
evaluate its conclusion. Our busi
ness office manager, Kathleen SCA Executive Board members and Thad Van Bueren (Heritage Task Force Rep.) 
Long, will work with Dick Markley at the Pioneer Hotel. Sheep Ranc h . . 

Borax Lake Site Management 
(Continued from page 9) 

As the Conservancy expands its 
efforts to create new archaeological 
preserves in their Western Region, 
and as the Cultural Heritage Coun
cil contin ues its program of pres
ervation , research and public inter
pretation, the Borax Lake site 
provides a model for what archae
ological preservation can accom
plish. 
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Nominations Committee 
Seeks Your Ideas 

The Nominations Committee for the 1994-95 SCA Executive 
Board are now accepting suggestions for officers. particularly 
that of the president. The deadline for nomination(s) sub
mittal is the first week of February. Please forward your sug
gestions to one of the following committee members : 

Glen Caruso, Pacific Gas and Electric, 480 San Felipe Wy., 
Novato, CA 94945. (4 15) 898-8826 

Jeanne Arnold, Institute of Archaeology, UCLA, 
Los Angeles, CA 90024-1510 (310) 206-5801 

Greg Greenway. 354 Brookside Dr. 
Chico CA 95928 (916) 934-3316 

10 January 1994 



Society for American 
Archaeology 

Public Sessions 
Subject: Public Session at the 1994 Society for Amer
ican Archaeology Meetings. 

Date: Saturday, April 23, 1:00 - 4:00 p.m. 

Location: Disneyland Hotel, Anaheim, California 

Sponsored by: Society for American Archaeology Com
mittee on Public Education. 

Archaeologists Offer Clues to the Past on April 23 

I 

Did you ever wonder how archaeologists investigate 
t!,'- past? On Saturday, April 23. from 1:00 to 4:00 
p.m. you can find out when the Society for American 
Archaeology (SAA) presents its annual program for 
the public. Titled "Investigating the Mysteries of Time 
with Archaeology," this three hour session offers a 
lecture series as well as exhibits on archaeological 
projects and programs for the \public in California 
and the United States. The program is free of charge 
and will take place at the Disneyland Hotel in Ana
heim. California. It is sponsored by the SAA and 
organized by its Public Education Committee .. The 
purpose of the SAA public session is to provide the 
public with opportunities to learn why archaeology is 
important. what benefits are derived from archae
ological activities, and how the public can get 
involved in archaeology. The two featured speakers 
address in understandable terms the wide range of 
scientific techniques that archaeologists use to reveal 
the ancient past. Dr. Brian Fagan (University of Cal
ifornia - Santa Barbara), in a presentation titled 
'Time Detectives;· illustrates through case examples 
from around the world how archaeologists go about 
investlgating the past. Dr. Kent (University of Cal
ifornia - Berkeley) provides a California focus to the 
program with his presentation titled "Solving a Cal
ifornia Mystery: Who Created the Shell Mounds of 
San Francisco Bay?" Following their slide presenta
tion, the speakers will answer questions from the 
audience. 

Dr. Bruce Smith, President of the Society for Amer
ican Archaeology, will provide introductory remarks. 
followed by Dr. Julia Costello, President of the Soci
ety for California Archaeology. Dr. Costello will speak 
about archaeological programs in California, includ
ing California Archaeology Week (May 8-14, 1994) 
which offers many opportunities for public involve
ment in prehistoric and historic archaeology. 
Throughout the three-hour session, exhibits and 
poster demonstrations will be on display repre
senting a wide range of archaeological organizations 
from California and nationwide. These displays will 
be staffed by archaeologists who can provide infor-
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mation on current archaeological activities as well as 
programs available to the public. 

"Investigating the Mysteries of Time with Archae
ology" is being offered in conjunction with the 59th 
annual meeting of the SAA. April 20-24. 1994. 
Founded in 1935, the SAA is the nation's largest 
association of professional and avocational archae
ologists. The Public Education Committee was 
created in 1990 in part to develop educational out
reach programs that inform the public and promote 
a sense of stewardship for our nation's irreplaceable 
archaeological heritage. For more information on the 
public session. contact Teresa L. Hoffman. Chair, 
Public Session Subcommittee. SAA Public Education 
Committee, 602-870-6769 or by writing c/ o the 
Arizona Projects Office AP0-150 
Bureau of Reclamation 
PO Box 9980 
Phoenix, AZ 85068-0980 

Southern California 
Data-Sharing Meeting 

Michael Sampson 
Southern California Vice-President 

The Southern California Data-Sharing Meeting 
was held on October 2, 1993 at Haines Hall on 
the UCLA campus. The Institute of Archaeology, 
under an arrangement with Jeanne Arnold, 
sponsored the meeting. Fifteen research papers 
were presented, as well as a report on SCA 
activities by John Johnson and two announce
ments of upcoming opportunities by Paul Chace 
and Beth Padon. The meeting was well
attended, and featured the discussion of a 
diverse range of fascinating projects. Presenta
tions were made concerning projects in the 
southern San Joaquin Valley, Mojave Desert, 
Colorado Desert. interior portions of three 
counties, coastal areas of three counties, and 
two Channel 'Islands. Topics of discussion 
included the origins of the mortar and pestle, 
rockshelter sites in Death Valley, sedentism 
among coastal groups, extraordinary cultural 
features in the Domengoni Valley, Mojave 
Desert cultural sequences as viewed from Fort 
Irwin, and many others. 

Readers are encouraged to contact me for more 
information on the meeting, or for a copy of the 
program. I also encourage SCA members to 
actively participate in future Data-Sharing 
meetings-either as a presenter or simply to 
attend. There is always useful and interesting 
information to be shared. 
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Summary of Minutes of the ~ 
December 12, 1993 Executive 1

; 

Board Meeting i 

The Executive Board meeting was held at the Pio
neer Hotel in Sheep Ranch. Calaveras County. 
The meeting was called to order at 9:20 a.m. by 
President John Johnson and was attended by all 
Board members. The minutes of the October 22. 
1993 Board Meeting were reviewed and accepted 
with changes. . 

Discussion of business commenced with a review 
of committee appointments by President John 
Johnson, including addition of members Glenn 
Caruso and Jeanne Arnold to the Nominations 
Committee and assistance of Jim Woodward as 
TEA representative for the SCA. In addition. John
son noted that Thad Van Bueren will be serving as 
the SCA representative on the Heritage Task 
Force. although he will be stepping down from the 
Legislation Committee. This move will provide 
continuity for the SCA on the Heritage Task Force. 

Treasurer Connie Cameron provided a budget 
summary to the Board. and reported that endow
ment funds have been placed in an interest
bearing fund for growth. Pledges for Archaeology 
Week '93 funding were discussed. as were recent 
SCA donations to the Archaeological Conservancy. 
including membership and monies earmarked for 
the Hotchkiss Mound Acquisition Fund. The 
Board discussed some priority project items for 
the preliminary budget for 1994 based on the 
goals, objectives. and action items developed 
through the Strategic Planning Workshop. These 
items include improvement of the SCA infra
structure. computer e-mail services to mobilize 
members on legislative issues. dissemination of 
information, and the development of a new mem
bership poster. 

Johnson reviewed materials provided by Thad Van 
Bueren regarding the Heritage Task Force. includ
ing the development of agency guidelines for 
administering CEQA projects and Board input on 
his Priorities for SCA representation on the Task 
Force. The Board concurred with Van Bueren that 
the top priority is improvement of the Historic 
Resource Filing System, aimed at getting funding 
to improve the Information Center databases and 
staffing. A second. lesser. priority is Heritage 
Tourism Incentives, aimed at the acquisition of 
archaeological and historic sites. as well as the 
encouragement of the promotion of California his
tory through tourism. 
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Northern Vice President Mary Maniery reported on 
the State Historic Resources Commission meeting 
of November 5, 1993. in which the draft manual 
and new forms for archaeology and historic struc
tures were adopted and a test period of one year 
was established. Maniery indicated that the next 
Information Center Advisory Council meeting is 
scheduled for January. The Council hopes to have 
the Historic Property forms in use at most Infor
mation Centers by the end of 1993. Further. they 
are recommending a standardized letter format for 
record searches that reminds project proponents 
to consider standing structures in addition to 
archaeological sites. The Board indicated that the 
SCA should encourage people to be more aware of 
the built environment, while similar efforts should 
be made to encourage architects and historians be 
more aware of potential archaeological resources. 
Maniery also discussed a proposal to require that 
Information Centers maintain GLO plats, county 
maps. and other historical maps for record 
searches. The Board discussed developing a Ple
nary Session for the 1994 SCA Annual Meeting to 
disseminate information on the new forms and 
inventory program. 

Johnson reported that unfortunately the sched
uling for Historic Preservation Week had been 
changed so that Archaeology Week '94 no longer 
corresponds with Historic Preservation Week, 
instead overlapping on only one weekend. Plan
ning for Archaeology Week '94 continues, however. 
and Johnson reported that work will commence 
shortly on the poster for 1994. In addition. the 
Archaeology Week Committee will be providing the 
Board with a budget for 1994. With regard to the 
1994 Annual Meeting, Johnson noted that the 
dates for the Annual Meeting had been changed to 
March 24-27. with papers beginning on March 25. 
The Board discussed the potential site of the 1995 
Annual Meeting. Pending negotiations. a decision 
has been reached. 

President-elect Julia Costello reviewed ongoing 
legal matters with regard to the easement the SCA 
holds for site CA-Teh-1560. The matter is cur
rently in the hands of attorneys. In other busi
ness. the Board discussed the written proposal 
submitted regarding the establishment of a memo
rial fund in the name of James Bennyhoff. for 
which there is support from the Board. Johnson 
then reported on miscellaneous correspondence 
with regard to SCA sponsorship and/or adver
tising. The meeting was adjourned at 1:15 p.m. 

The next Board Meeting is scheduled for March 
24, 1994 at the Doubletree Hotel in Ventura, Cal
ifornia. 
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Archeology and Education 
Column 

Rob Edwards Cabrillo Community College 

In June, 1993 I was invited to attend a conference 
entitled "Archeologtcal Protection: The Challenge for 
Higher Education," sponsored by the College of 
Santa Fe. I thought it was going to deal with historic 
presetvation curricula at the post-secondary level. I 
was a llttle disappointed to find out that the confer
ence was part of an ARPA settlement. Without an 
anthropologist or archeologist on its faculty, the col
lege allowed a student to collect and dig sites located 
on federal lands. The conference largely focused on 
the growth of cultural resources public education 
programs among federal agencies (NPS, USFS, BLM. 
etc.) 

I have to admit, I was just a little smug and self
righteous about a college without an anthropology 
department, and that does not off er historic pres
ervation classes. All this, at a school located in the 
Rio Grande river valley and only a long golf shot from 
a number of Indian educational institutions. 

Imagine my chagrin when I was sent a clipping from 
the ACLU Southern California Newsletter discussing 
the actions of a major California State University 
(Long Beach) to negatively affect a site described as 
"the last, undeveloped remnants of the Puvungna vil
lage" identified as "the birthplace of the god and law
giver Chungishnish", and "the spiritual center from 
which Chungishnish instructed his people", and that 
"the land is designated a historic place by the 
National Register of Historic Places." The article 
describes the proposed uses and impacts as follows: 

"Despite the spiritual significance of the land to the 
Native .Americans, the university plans to use the 
land to build a mini-mall and parking lot. The uni
versity admits it made a 'mistake' in asserting that 
construction of the parking lot would not destroy or 
alter the historic archaeological site and its unique 
ethnic cultural values, and would not restrict relig
ious uses within the potential impact area. However, 
CSULB still has not conceded that all the unde
veloped acreage should be left undisturbed. It has 
decided that previous archaeological surveys are 
insufficient, and proposes to undertake yet another 
'cultural review' of the area." 

While we in California may not need an ethical state
ment about educating our students about historic 
presetvation, it would seem that guidelines at the 
administrative levels of our institutes of higher edu
cation may be in order. 

While there may be extenuating circumstances (there 
frequently are), the bigger issue begins to emerge. 
What (if any) kind of statement, ethical or legal, does 
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your institution of higher education have in place 
regarding the issue of historic or prehistoric site 
destruction either by students. administrators. or 
even faculty? I hope this column brings some 
response. Perhaps the S.C.A should start a process 
to develop such a model that can be used by various 
institutions. 

I Calendar of Events 1 
'==-===================================~ 

* March 24-27. 1994. Society for California 
Archaeology Annual Meeting. Doubletree 
Hotel, Ventura. For more information or to 
help with meetings contact: Steve Home at 
(805) 683-6711 or 681-2723, or Larry 
Wilcoxon at (805) 967-3047. 

* March 1994. National Council on Public 
History Annual Meeting. Sacramento, CA 
Contact Alan Newell (406) 721-1958. 

* March 22-25.1994. Fourth Channel Islands 
Symposium. Santa Barbara Museum of 
Natural History, 2559 Puesta del Sol Road, 
Santa Barbara. Contact the museum at 
(805) 682-4711. 

* April 20-24, 1994. Society for American 
Archaeology Annual Meeting. Anaheim, CA. 

* May 7-14, 1994. Archaeology Week. For 
More information or help with the program 
contact: Beth Padon at (714) 733-3669 or 
Elyn Walker at (707) 664-2381. 

* June 6-10, 1994. Third International 
Mining History Conference, Colorado School 
of Mines, Golden. CO. Contact conference 
coordinator, Robert Spude, c/o Mining 
History Association, P.O. Box 150300. 
Denver, Colorado 80215. 

* June 4-8, 1995. The Society for Historical 
Archaeology's annual Conference on 
Historical and Underwater Archaeology. 
J.W. Marriott Hotel, Washington, DC. 
Deadline for submission of abstracts is June 
1, 1994. For more information or to submit 
abstracts contact: Herny M. Miller, Historic 
St. Macy's City, P.O. Box 39, St. Macy's City, 
MD 20686; (301) 862-0974, FAX (301) 862-
0968. 
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Wildfire Damages Salt Point 
Archaeological District 

E. Breck Parkman, California Department 
of Parks Be Recreation, Sonoma 

On Saturday November 27, 1993, a wildfire broke 
out along the Sonoma County coast in Salt Point 
State Park. Before it was extinguished, the fire 
burned approximately 450 of the park's 5000 acres; 
most of the fire was within the Salt Point Archae
ological District. 

The Salt Point Archaeological District was placed on 
the National Register of Historic Places on August 3, 
1970. At that time, it represented the boundaries of 
the state park. The park has now more than doubled 
in size and includes 139 recorded archaeological 
sites. most of which are shell middens associated 
with the ethnographic Kashaya Pomo. Although an 
exact count is not yet possible, it appears that at 
least 80 of the recorded sites were burned. 

The fire fighting crews waged a heroic effort to bring 
the fire under control. If not for their efforts (and an 
almost Divine rain on Sunday morning!), the fire 
might still be burning. The impact of fire suppres
sion on the archaeological sites was relatively mild, 
with the exception of one previously unrecorded site 
which was bladed. This small shell midden. found 
beneath a grove of redwoods. has since been 
recorded by Tom Origer and his field class from 
Santa Rosa Junior College. Tom will conduct a rel
atively small-scale excavation at this site next 
spring, to mitigate impacts to the site. 

CA-Son-460H (the "Jackson Barn"), a mid 19th cen
tucy barn was burned to the ground, and many of 
the shell middens were seriously affected. At CA
SON-239, in Gerstle Cove. the fire burned so hot 
that chert debitage found on the ground surface now 
have a glossy texture. At nearby CA-SON-514, a 
bedrock mortar and cupule boulder site, the lichen 
was burned completely off, revealing several addi
tional cupules and a series of small incised lines. 
Nearby boulders burned so hot that they "exploded," 
exfoliated pieces being thrown 2-3 meters away. 

In an inspection conducted by Tom Origer. Dave 
Makar. and the author. shortly after the fire, numer
ous previously unknown sites were exposed and 
need to be recorded. Additionally, it was noted that 
the actual boundaries of previously recorded sites 
are larger than originally assumed. We are currently 
preparing a research plan for archaeological record
ing of the sites before they become covered with veg
etation. We are also identifying those sites most vul
nerable to illegal artifact collection, and stream and 
coastal bluff erosion. As part of our study, we hope 
to identify and describe the actual effects that the 

SCA Newsletter 28 ( 1 ) 14 

fire has had on archaeological resources. A fire 
effects study on obsidian is already underway by 
Tom Origer. Other special studies will soon be iden
tified and initiated. If anyone wishes to share ideas. 
recommendations, and/or fire effect information, 
please contact either: 
Tom Origer 
Santa Rosa J. C. 
P.O. Box 884, Cotati, CA 94931 

or 
Breck Parkman 
California Department of Parks & Recreation 
20 East Spain St. 
Sonoma, CA 954 76 

Preliminary Assessments of 
Effects From The Southern 

California Fires Upon 
Archaeological Sites 

Michael Sampson, California Department 
of Parks and Recreation, San Diego. Ji 

Li 

In October 27-30 and November 2-7, 1993. fires 
burned over numerous archaeological sites within 
five California State Park units: Point Mugu State 
Park. Leo Carrillo State Beach, Malibu Lagoon State 
Beach Santa Susana Mountains Project. and Crys
tal C~e State Park. The entire 15,000 acres of Point 
Mugu SP burned in October 1993. The park has 82 
known sites, including some large. highly significant 
midden deposits (e.g .. CA-VEN-I I, the village of 
"Muwu", CA-VEN-98. CA-VEN-100.) Four sites with 
sizable midden deposits burned within Leo Carrillo 
SB. including the famous "Arroyo Sequit Shell
mound" (CA-LAN-52) and two adjoining coastal 
camp locations. A significant portion of the Chu
mash village of Humaliwo (CA-LAN-264). located in 
Malibu Lagoon SB. burned during the November 
1993 Topanga Fire. The architecturally-significant 
Adamson House situated on the coast suffered only 
minor effects from smoke, though two associated 
structures were damaged. Eight known sites within 
Santa Susana Mountains Project. located next to 
Chatsworth. burned in October 1993 .. These sites 
include a 19th Century stage route (a National Reg
ister property). associated building remains, and 
nearby prehistoric camps. Sixteen known sites 
burned within Crystal Cove SP. located along the 
coast in Orange County. 

Preliminary post-fire archaeological assessments 
have been performed at the above five State Park 
units by Department staff: Eloise Barter and Tom 
Wheeler conducted most of the fieldwork completed 
to date. My own observations and those of Eloise 
and Tom resulted in assessments of the present con
dition of sites in the bum areas, photo doc
umentation of those sites. and numerous 

·(Continued on page 15) 
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Southern California Fires 
(Continued from page 14) 

recommendations regarding future studies, erosion 
control and site protection. More in-depth studies 
have recently been accomplished Within Santa 
Susana Mountains Project by Department staff 
under the direction of Eloise Barter: Al Knight gener
ously volunteered his time to assist in that project. 
In December 1993, a crew from UCI.A are recording 
in detail four known sites Within Point Mugu SP. 
Herb Dallas and Marla Mealey are recording sites 
Within Leo Carrillo SB. I plan to survey Crystal Cove 
SP, With an emphasis on recording previously unre
corded sites (i.e., sites observed for the first time 
when the vegetative cover was burned off). I will 
work With park staff to formulate feasible site
protectlon measures for sites now exposed by the 
fire. Department archaeologists are working in con
cert to formulate practical site-protection measures 
at the other four parks, too. 

Fires of this magnitude represent an extraordinary 
opportunity to document archaeological sites. Dense 
shrubs of the coastal sage scrub community and 
grasslands obscured the ground surface. In most 
cases, the recent fires burned the sites completely 
clear allowtng for good definition of site boundaries. 
disturbances. and observable cultural features. Fires 
also present the unpleasant challenge of protecting 
archaeological sites from the damaging effects of nat
ural erosion. site vandalism (pothunting). and inad
vertent damage from fire-suppression activities or 
post-fire rehabilitation efforts. State park rangers 
have already cited individuals for pothunting at 
Point Mugu SP and Leo Carrillo SB after the fires. 
Other illegal excavation incidents have occurred on 
sites in these two parks, but were not detected by 
park staff. Post-fire pothunting incidents in other 
parks have not been reported to date. 

Ecological studies of southern California plant com
munities reveal that fire has always been a key com
ponent of the natural history of this region. The 
recent southern California fires have charred cul
tural items of the surface to a profound degree, 
including shell, stone, and bone. Bedrock outcrops 
and rockshelters all show the charring effects of 
these fires. The fires burned exceedingly hot in many 
places (of course, depending upon the existing fuel 
loads), which tends to create fire cracks on some 
stone and even breaking them. Thus, the charring or 
other effects noted on bedrock, stones, stone arti
facts. and other culturally deposited items noted in 
archaeological sites are not necessarily caused by 
human activity. 

The recent fires have produced appreciable adverse 
effects to the shell of midden sites we have inves
tigated to date. Most significantly, the shell has 
largely become so brittle that it crumbles to dust 
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~hen touched or otherWise moved. This observed 
effect upon shell in midden deposits has important 
implications for preservation of sites throughout 
human history in southern California. Fires may 
have removed considerable shell from our present
day record, as evidenced by the brittle nature of shell 
on the surface of sites visited recently. 

• 

The post-fire investigations here Will continue into 
1994. Readers with questions, comments, or offers 
to assist in the evaluations may contact me. My 
address and phone number are listed on page 2 (SCA 
Executive Board). 

News From The 
Avocational Societies 

Anne Duffield-Stoll I 

Welcome 1994. With the New Year, most organiza
tions are back into gear after the holidays. The 
desert groups are busy this time of year, taking 
advantage of their excellent weather. CV.AS (Coach
ella Valley Archaeological Society) had a fine program 
in December at their new meeting place, the Cal
ifornia Federal Bank, featuring a lecture by Joanne 
Mack on her work on the Upper Klamath in Oregon. 
CV AS members are also busy these days out hiking 
With founding members Cheryl Jeffrey, Drew and 
Pam Pallette and the Friends of the Desert Moun
tains to such places as the Oasis rock art site, Palm 
Canyon, Painted Canyon. Tahquitz and a Moonlight 
Walk to Pushwalla. Call Ph1Wp Ferranti at (619) 
345-6234 for details. 

Jay von Werlhof of IVCS (Imperial Valley College 
Museum Society) in El Centro has written to remind 
us of high season in the desert. He points out that 
his group also is most active during the Winter 
months. The Society's Archaeology Week activities 
were poorly attended last year because summer had 
already set in. 

I received a call in December from Teresa Hoffman. 
Bureau of Reclamation. Arizona, asking for the 
address list of the California avocational societies in 
order to send information on the SAA public educa· 
tton fair to be held April 23, 1994. This fair Will be 
in conjunction with the Society for American Archae
ology's meeting in Anaheim. The societies are being 
asked to participate in the one-day fair which "will 
feature a hands-on archaeology fair for children and 
families." The theme is the creation of an activity 
center called Archaeology Land (can you dig it?) and 
the farr is intended to "showcase alternatives to 
classroom lecture" and "will highlight preservation. 
cultural awareness, stewardship, and the archae
ological process. Interactive learning will be key." 

I bumped into Jim Royle at the annual San Diego 
Rock Art Symposium last November, along With 
(Continued on page 16) 
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Avocational Societ'ies 
(Continued from page 15) 

many other long-time avocational friends from 
ARARA (American Rock Art Research Association). 
PCAS (Pacific Coast Archaeological Society) and else
where. As always. it was an interesting and well
attended event. Jim noted that the San Diego County 
Archaeological Society. recently passed a milestone. 
"On Sat., Nov. 20, we celebrated our 20th anni
versary with a work party. pot luck dinner and slide 
show covering all 20 years. The work party. white
washing the lath barn at the Los Penasquitos Adobe. 
completed the restoration process which began in 
1991." Jim also described some of the SDCAS activ
ities completed in 1993. It was an impressive list! 

Lastly. from the Ancient History department, I found 
an old magazine clipping which dates back to the 
early years of avocational archaeology in southern 
California. The article, titled "Survey Head Asks Help 
in Recording All California Archaeological Sites". is 
from Harold and Lucile Wright's long-extinct Calico 
Print Magazine dated December. 1950. In the article 
Robert F. Helzer. director of the Archaeologicai 
Survey at the University of California, Berkeley, 

,.., ... ,,.. 
NATIVE CALIFORNIA 

-nal"'-••~..--.-.--••A•«'l.D 

urged the public to contact him with information 
about archaeological sites. He reported that 
"because of its limited staff. the Survey cannot 
search the entire state and therefore must depend 
upon individuals or groups who have come across or 
know of archaeological sites." People were encour
aged to write with specific descriptions and "in every 
case. the information contributed by any person will 
be acknowledged in the annual report of the Survey. 
and this information will be entered in the records 
under that person's name." In other words, 43+ 
years ago. it was clear how valuable the avocational 
contribution is to the professional and academic 
communities. Heizer's appeal touched many people. 
and spurred the organization of volunteer groups 
such as the ASA (Arachaeological Survey Associa
tion) of Redlands. which went on to conduct many of 
the early surveys of the Mojave Desert. 

I hope there will be a strong showing of avocational 
society members at the Annual Conference in Ven
tura. Look for a gathering, lunch box meeting or 
symposium to take place for the avocational society 
members. in addition to the Helen C. Smith award 
presentation ceremony at the banquet - Don't Miss 
It! 

News from 
NATIVE CALIFORNIA 

"An inside view of the California Indian world" .. _ .. ...-.• ,,_ .. __ ._ ·---

Many of you are familiar with News from Native 
California, a 56-page magazine that comes out 
every three months and focuses on Indian people 
of California; many of the articles are written by 
Native Californians. As a special service to all 
our readers, News from Native California is offering 
a special rate on new subscriptions. You can 
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get the magazine for one year (four issues) for 
$12.50, a savings of $5.00. 

To take advantage of this offer, send your 
name, mailing address, phone number and a 
check for $12.50 to: News from Native California, 
P.O. Box9145, Berkeley, CA, 94709. For more 
information, call (510) 849-0177. 

January 1994 



r---------------------, 
1 Newsletter Deadlines 1 
I 

I Submission Deadline 
I February 15 
I April 15 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

June 15 
August 15 
October 15 
December15 

March 
May 
July 
September 
November 
January 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

L---------------------~ r---------------------, 
1 Advertising Rates 1 
I I 
I 1/4 page or less $40 I 
1 114 t.o 112 page $70 1 

: 1/2 to full page $125 : 
I I 
1 Ads run three or more consecutive issues 1 
I receive a 15% discount 1 
1 Columns are 3.5". 1 
I Full page is 7.5" x 9" 1 

L---------------------~ ~----------------------~ PASTNET 
Public Archaeology Systems 

& Training Network 

Addreu. _____________ _ 

Clt)'. _______ State __ ZIP __ _ 

Telephone Rome. _________ _ 
Organization. __________ _ 

FAX Rome..,.-__________ _ 
Organization __________ _ 

Modem Rome __________ _ 
Organization __________ _ 

E Mall Rome. ___________ _ 

Organization. __________ _ 

Preferred method of contact: _Mall, 
_FAX, __ Telephone Note: Modem and 
EMAIL networks are not yet In operation. 

Preferred location for contact: 
_Rome, _Organization 

Return to Putnet 
P.O. Boz 165 
Newcastle, CA 915658 

L----------------------~ 
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Call For Speakers "Remains To Be 
Seen 11 The 1994 Annual Confer
ence of the California Historical 

Society and the California Council 1
1 

for the Promotion of History 
11 

The California Historlcal Society (CHS) invites sub
mission of proposals for presentations at the 1994 
Annual Conference, September 15-18, at the Red 
Lion in San Diego. This year's conference will be 
held jointly with the California Council for the Pro
motion of Histozy (CCPH). Conference-goers will 
attend sessions of both organizations. but this call 
for speakers pertains only to sessions hosted by 
CHS. 

Statement of Theme 

For centurles the study of histozy has emphasized 
the wrltten word and the recorded deed, which 
have told us mostly of the lives and times of the 
educated and the wealthy, the leaders, and the elite 
men and women of the past. In recent years his
torians have been reaching beyond the wrltten 
word and have begun to use places and things as 
sources for their storles. This has enlarged and 
broadened historlans' pool of knowledge and led to 
some exciting developments in the discipline. such 
as a new focus on the stories of evezyday people, of 
women, minorities, the old and the vezy young, 
those who worked with their hands. and those who 
had no written language. The objective of the CHS 
program for 1994 is to use places and things -
"remains to be seen" - to explore some of these new 
and fresh aspects of California's past. 

Thus the Society encourages proposals which 
relate to that theme (although other proposals also 
will be considered). The Program Committee espe
cially looks for programs on such topics as: Evezy
day life. histozy learned from photographs. archi
tecture, archaeological remains, the decorative 
arts, clothing, automobiles, land use patterns, and 
any other innovative sources of all Californians' 
past. CHS encourages you to use your imagination 
and to make innovative proposals celebrating our 
histozy as learned from the "remains" of our past. 

Please submit two copies of your one-page-long 
proposal and a brlef currlculum vitae by Januazy 
15, 1994 to Dr. Raymond Starr, California His
torical Society, 2099 Pacific Avenue. San Francisco, 
CA 94109. For additional information, call (415) 
567-1848. Proposals are invited both for individual 
presentations and for complete sessions (2-3 
speakers and a chair - please note that sessions 
are 1 1/2 hours each). 
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Archaeology for the Public 
Investigating the Mysteries of Time 

with Archaeology 
Sponsored by the Soc. for American Archaeology 

Anaheim, April 23, 1994 

Openmg Remarks 

1:00 p.m. Welcome Teresa L. Hoffman. Session 
Chair. Bureau of Reclamation 

I 1:10 p.m. Bruce Smith. President. Society for 
• American Archaeology 
I 
1 

1 :20 p.m. Julia Costello, President. Society for 
California Archaeology 

Featured Speakers 

1:30 p.m. Brian Fagan. University of California -
Santa Barbara 

"Time Detectives" 

! 2: 10 p.m. Questions and Answers 

2:30 p.m. Kent Lightfoot. University of California 
- Berkeley 

"Solving a Callfomla Mystery: Who Created 
, the Shell Mounds In San Francisco Bay?" 
! 

! 3: 10 p.m. Questions and Answers 
I 

1 

Closing Remarks 
I 

I 3:30 p.m. Teresa L. Hoffman 

! Exhibits, poster dtsplays. and information about 
· local and· national opportunities in archaeology 

will by available from 1-4 p.m. in the conference 
room. 

California Mission Studies 
Association invites you to the 

Mission San Diego de Alcala for our 
'Eleventh Annual Conference 

,1 February 18 - 21, 1994 

Please Join Us! 

I Next Newsletter Deadline 
February 15, 1994 

I 

: The SCA welcomes articles and letters from readers. Writer's name address, and day-
! time phone must be included. Contributions must be double spaced and may be 
; edited for clarity and length, and do not necessarily reflect the position or opinion of the 
I Society. IBM and Macintosh disks may be sent if material is in any standard word
! processing program - please include hard copy with discs. Send to editor Valerie Lev-

ulett, 915 Mesa St., Morro Bay, CA 93442. Work - (805) 549-3669. Home 772-
1971. FAX (805) 549-3077. 
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Class Offerings From The Desert 
Studies Center I 

I 

I Tue Desert Studies Center, a field station 1

1 

operated by the California State University 
1
, 

system, offers a variety of exciting weekend 
: courses in natural and cultural history. A 
I winter sampling includes the following: 

1

1 

February 18-20, 1994, Flintknapptng for the I! 
Beginner. Instructor Jeanne Day Binning. Ii 

I You will visit a prehistoric chert quarry. learn Ii 
i the fundamentals of raw material selection. II 
i and make stone implements. Course fee of 

11 

1 $123 includes five meals and two nights 
• lodging. 
I 
! February 25-27, 1994, Exploring the East 1 

• Mojave: The Afton Canyon Area. Afton i 

1 Canyon offers a year-round flowing river, Big- 11 

horn sheep. multicolored rock layers that 
some call The Grand Canyon of the Mojave; 

1

, 

remnants of unique prehistoric settlements; 
historic caves: shorelines of ancient Lake 
Manix and much more. Course fee of $123 
includes five meals and two nights lodging. 

For more information and complete winter 
schedule contact Donna Boyd. Office of 
Extended Education. California State Uni
versity, San Bernardino, at (909) 880-5981. 1: 

J_ 

BLM Job Announcements Deadline 
Extended To January 28, 1993 

1

1 

The Bureau of Land Management has two 
. positions available for archaeologists. These 

positions are open to non-federal employees 
. and areas follow: 

1: 
Archaeologist, GS-193-09 {Bulletin No. CSO- 11 

94-10), California Desert, District, Barstow, 
CA 

Archaeologist. GS-11 or GS-12 {Bulletin No. 1, 

CS0-94-9), California Desert District, Division Ii 
of Lands and Renewable Resources, Riverside, : 
CA. I 

For information contact: USDI. BLM. Federal Ii 
, Office Building, 2800 Cottage Way, Room E- ll 

2845, Sacramento, CA 95825, Attn: Per-
: sonnel, {916) 978-4807. 
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San Bernardino County Museum 
Association Principal Investigator 

The San Be~ardino County Museum i 
Association has an immediate opening for 1 

a Principal Investigator to establish and I 
manage archaeological CRM projects. 1 

Responsibilities include coordination with I' 

clients and agencies, supervision of field 
1 work, analysis, interpretation of date, 1 

and preparation of technical reports. 
Applicants must have an M.A. in anthro-

' pology /archaeology, be SOPA qualified, 
1 

1 

have knowledge of California history and 1 

prehistory, and be familiar with appli- ! 
, cable local. state, and federal laws. A 
1 

demonstrated ability to supervise field . 
· work and write reports is required. Salary 1 

commensurate with experience. 
I 

Applications accepted through February i 
28, 1994. 

Dr. Allan Griesemer, Executive Director 
San Bernardino County Museum Assoc. 
2024 Orange Tree Lane 
Redlands, CA 92374 
Telephone: (909) 798-8570 
Fax: (909) 798-8585 

I~ 

! 
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