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by Elaine Sundahl, Shasta College 

The Salt Creek drainage is located 12 to 15 miles 
northeast of Redding where the northern edge of the 
Sacramento Valley geological province meets the 
southern edge of the Klamath Mountains. The 
drainage occupies an area of approximately 14 
square miles of rolling hills rimmed by steeper ridg
es. Much of the underlying geological formation is a 
salt-bearing Cretacious sandstone, giving rise to the 
name. 

Salt Creek lies near the ethnographic border between 
the Wintu and the Yana (DuBois 1935: Sapir and 
Spier 1943). The Wintu. one of the California Penu-
ian groups. were primarily inhabitants of the upper 
acrarnento Valley who built their villages on flats 
long the major rivers and streams. Their prehistory 

has been widely investigated and an associated arti
fact assemblage, as the Shasta Complex, is well doc
umented (Meighan 1955; Raven 1984:447-448). 
Very little archaeological investigation has been con
ducted in the Central Yana territory although chro
nologies for the Southern Yana and Yahl are well es
tablished (Baumhoff 1957: Greenway 1982: Johnson 
1984). The Salt Creek drainage appears to have 
been occupied by the Wintu during the early historic 
period (Guildford-Kardell and Dotta 1980:56) . Euro
American settlement of the drainage began in the 
1850s. Although some ranchers employed the local 
Indians. treatment of the Indians in the general area 
during the 1850s and early 1860s was particularly 
harsh with deliberate programs to remove them to 
reservations or to massacre them (Petersen 1965). 

Prehistoric sites are numerous in the Salt Creek 
drainage. When a development company began in 
1968 to subdivide a large ranch in the lower portion 
of the drainage, the Shasta College field archaeology 
class obtained permission to conduct archaeological 
reconnaissance and test excavations. Field work, 
under the direction of s·. Edward Clewett. consisted 
of recording 14 sites. ranging from large housepit 

tddens to small surface scatters. the excavations in 
70 and 1971 of 27 five foot square units in CA

" ha-471 and 3 1 five foot square units in CA-Sha-
4 72, both housepit villages, of 4 five foot square 
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units in CA-Sha-474, and surface collections from 10 
additional sites. 

As a result of a cooperative agreement with the Bu
reau of Land Management (BLM) the 1989 field class 
was devoted to excavation of 8.8 cubic meters of mid
den in CA-Sha-1357. a small prehistoric site located 
on BLM land in the upper Salt Creek drainage. The 
agreement included a provision that previous investi
gations within the drainage would be summarized as 
a basis fo r interpreting cultural materials. The report 
is now completed and is available from the Shasta 
College Archaeology Lab. 

Cultural materials from the 15 sites were divided into 
five phases which cover a time period of roughly 
4000 years. The earliest phase is recognized by a 
leaf-shaped point form found at several of the sites. 

Figur 1. Excavations in house 2 at SHa-472. 

These are provisionally dated between 4000 and 
3000 B.P. based on obsidian hydration values of 4.5 
to 2.3 microns on Tuscan obsidian, with a mean of 
3.3 microns. No other artifacts could be specifically 
associated with this phase. · 
(Continued on page 3) 
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( President's Message ] 
The SCA - A Vision for the Future 
by James H. Cleland 

Those of you who attended the data sharing mee. 
ings in October heard President-Elect Dick Markley 
and myself make a few remarks about directions we 
would like to see the Society head. In my first mes
sage of the New Year and my penultimate message 
as President. 1 would like to expand a bit on those re
marks and raise the question, "Where should the So
ciety be in the year 2000?" 

Membership - It should be our goal to have a total 
membership of 1000 by the year 2000. This will re
quire about a 6% annual growth. I believe this is 
achievable. There are probably nearly this many 
people today who should be members; our profession 
is growing and, we should be appealing to a broader 
membership. 

Structure - We should have a full-time, salaried Ex
ecutive Director. The work that must be done to 
really meet the Society's objectives needs to be coor
dinated on a full time basis. Additionally, we should 
have an organizational level between the Executive 
Board level and the general membership level to fa
cilitate the coordination of volunteer activities and 
information flow. This could draw on past relation
ships with the Regional Information Centers, but 
should go beyond to the county level. 

Programs - The SCA should sponsor a variety of 
going programs such as assistance grants and scl1ur 
arships, a speaker's bureau. popular publications, 
and regional workshops in cultural resource man
agement for planners and other non-archaeologists. 
We should also support a monograph series to pub
lish important contributions from the "grey litera
ture". Archaeology Week should be an annual event 
with a high public profile. Of course, such existing 
programs as the Annual Meetings, the Newsletter. 
and the Proceedings should continue and be 
strengthened. 

Finances - The SCA should have accumulated 
through creative and aggressive fundraising an en
dowment of at least $250,000. Interest from this en
dowment would partially cover the greatly increased 
costs implied by the above. This is ambitious and 
means generating an average annual surplus of 
$30.000 - more than our cu rrent operating budget -
but I believe it is achievable. 

Advocacy - The SCA should regularly engage in con
structive, proactive political advocacy on the behalf 
of the resources both on the state and local level. 
This is critical because by the year 2000 the re-
source base (Continued on page 1t 
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President's Message 
(Continued from page 2) 

will be even more depleted than it is today. A full-

•

ime Executive Director w111 greatly enhance our ca
ability to achieve this goal. 

Is this a pipe-dream? Maybe, but if we do not set ag
gressive goals. we will be unlikely to achieve the full 
potential that is out there. 

If we want SCA to really be an active force in bring
ing about heightened public awareness and appreci
ation of California archaeology, in ensuring positive 
legislation affecting California archaeology. and more 
effectively representing the broad interests of Califor
nia archaeology. then we must move forward with 
measures to put the Society on a more secure finan
cial and organizational footing . 

Final note: My best regards to Dave Fredrickson 
upon his retirement from Sonoma State University. 
Dave has done so much to further the cause of Cali
fornia archaeology that we all owe him a large debt of 
gratitude. Thank you, Dave, and best of luck in your 
on-going endeavors. 

/' 
Salt Creek Drainage 

(Continued from page 1) 

-·1e second phase is represented by a much larger 
Uection of notched points with micron values be
reen 3.2 and 1.4 microns and a mean of 2.3 mi

crons. Other artifacts associated with this phase in
clude manos, millingstones. and large quantities of 
metavolcanic cores. flake tools and debitage. This 
phase is dated between 3000 and 1000 B.P. and in
cludes a radiocarbon date from CA-Sha-1357of2150 
+/- 80 years B.P. It is likely that the bow and arrow 
was introduced during this phase. although no tech
nique currently exists for successfully distinguishing 
atlatl dart points from those used on arrows. 

The third phase, dated between 1000 and 300 B.P .. 
began with the · introduction of the Gunther Series 
point with an emphasis on a long, narrow form with 
short tangs. Obsidian hydration values are predomi
nantly in the 2.0 to 1.5 micron range on Tuscan ob
sidian. Corner-notched points were discontinued 
but side-notched forms were still in use. Although 
the artifact assemblage is similar in most respects to 
that of the preceding phase. a series of crude bif aces 
were added which were probably an intermediate 
form in the manufacture of projectile points.' Quanti
ties of fire-cracked rock increased dramatically, sug
gesting the introduction of basketry cooking and the 
use of earth ovens. 

tese first three phases are believed to represent the 
asonal occupation of the drainage by one or more 
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groups of people speaking languages of the Hokan 
linguistic stock. There is a suggestion, based on the 
distribution of obsidian by source. that the earliest 
occupation was by people ancestral to the Achumawi 
and AtsugeWi and that the later occupation, begin
ning perhaps about 2000 B.P .. can be attributed to 
the ancestors of the Northern and Central Yana. 

The fourth phase. dated 300 to 150 B.P. and charac
terized by obsidian hydration values on Tuscan ob
sidian of less than 1.5 microns, is believed to repre
sent the expansion into the drainage of the 
ethnographic Wintu, who established permanent vil
lages. A radiocarbon date of 290 + /- 80 years 
B. P. was obtained on a burned house structure in 
CA-Sha-1357. The artifact assemblage includes hop
per mortars and pestles. Desert Side-notched points, 
and an unnotched triangular point form as well as a 
short. broad Gunther variant with relatively long 
tangs. 

The fifth phase. dated between A.D. 1870 and 1880. 
is best known from CA-Sha-472 where historic arti
facts were found associated wtth three residential 
house floors and with a large. 24m by 2 lm rectangu
lar dance house (Figures 1 and 2). Common arti
facts include glass trade beads, buttons and other 
fasteners, 19th century coins, an axe, a shovel head, 
a pair of scissors, common cut nails, and fragments 
of flint glass and an olive green glass. The glass may 
have been collected primarily as a source for proj ec
tile points as two glass points and one preform were 
found. The distribution of these artifacts suggests 
that two functional categories are present -- a utili
tarian assemblage consisting of glass fragments. 
square nails. and other assorted artifacts, and a 
"wealth" complex, manifested in. a burial area on the 
edge of the large dance house. consisting of Euro
American clothing and glass trade beads. 

3 

The historic component at CA-Sha-472 is dated at 
least 20 years after the first major influx of Euro
Americans into the area, and it is of interest to ob
serve what changes were made or were not made in 
the Native lifestyle. It is not known to what extent 
the local Indians were absorbed into the Euro
American farming economy although Natives report
edly worked on a neighboring ranch in the 1860s. 
But many facets of life appear to have changed very 
little. The small residential houses appear to be vir
tually the same as they were during the late prehis
toric period, and the glass projectile points indicate 
that some traditional hunting was still taking place. 
Other than one metal coffee pot. no cooking utensils 
or crockery dishware were found, suggesting that 
traditional cooking patters were st111 being practiced. 
The large dance house is typical of those associated 
with the Wintu Dream Dance, an ou tgrowth of the 
Earth Lodge cult with ceremonial borrowings from 
the Bole-Maru. 

(Continued on page 4) 
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Salt Creek Drainage 
(Continued from page 3) 

The development of the subdivision has been very 
slow. due in part to the salty nature of the soil and 
water. and most of the sites are still Intact. Should 
an opportunity artse to do further research in the 
Salt Creek drainage, there is much still to be 
learned. 
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Summary of Executive Board 
Actions from the Minutes of the 

10/11/91 Board Meeting 
by Elena Nilsson 

The meeting, held at the Sacramento office of Daines & 
Moore, began at l 0:21 a.m. All Boa."C! members e,"<cept SO
nia Tamez were present. The minutes of the June 22. 
1991 Executive Board meeting were accepted with revi
sions. An update of the 1992 Annual Meeting was given 
by Jamie Clela.rid. The meeting will be held April 24-26. 
1992 at the Pasadena Hilton Hotel. Don Fowler v.111 be the 
keynote speaker at the banquet. and will discuss archaeol
ogy and the post -Modem era. A plenary session is being 
planned, as is a symposium on 25 yea.'S of archaeology In 
southern California Other aspects of the Annual Meeting 
that were discussed include the Importance of providing 
adequate room stze for the sessions and the book sellers, 
and the possibility of a poster session. 

Dick Markley discussed his advance planning activities for 
the 1993 Annual Meeting. The south San Francisco Bay 
area Is being considered as the meeting location. Markley 
wm pursue contai:ting hotels and SCA members to assist 
In planning and organizing the meeting. 

Frank Bayham provided a summary of the northern Cali
fornia data sharing meeting held at CSU, Chico. and Beth 
Padon did tl::te same for the southern California meeting 
held at the Los Angeles County Natural History Museum. 
Both meetings were well attended, and included papers by 
University, agency and contracting archaeologists. 

Cleland and Connie Cameron provided az1 oven1ew oft. 
annual budget for FY 91-92. Funds are tighter than 
peeled. After discussion of various issues including News· 
letter costs income from the Annual Meeting. and Kewslet
ter advertisements. the Board approved a working budget 
that includes roughly ~26,500 In assets and $23,000 !n 
expenses. 

Cleland discussed the pros and cons of changing to a fiscal 
year based accounting period, noting the need for a cha."1ge 
in the by-laws if this Is done. After discussion. the Board 
approved a motion to change the fiscal year from Aplil -
March to January - December. effective 1993. An amend
ment to the by-laws wJll be put to vote by the membership. 

Cameron noted that she has filed all the necessary tax
related paperwork for the year. She has not found It nec
essary to use an accounting firm to assist In organlz!ng the 
SOciety's finances. The Board tl::ten discussed tl::te need for 
retaining an account.Ing firm as accepted in previous 
Board actions. After discussion. a motion was accepted to 
leave to the discretion of the Treasurer and Board the need 
to retain the services of an accounting firm. 

Cleland re;~ewed the Skyrocket Mine project. responding 
to a request for SCA involvement iI1 the transfer of artifacts 
to the landowner. Cleland noted that SCA will submit a 
Jetter to the State Water Control Board nottng the need for 
a report on the project to be completed and for the cure,· 
tion of the cultural materials. 

The New Member package was reviewed and accepted 
the Board wlth changes. (Continued on pag< 
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Historical and Archaeological 
Investigations at Forks of Butte, 

Butte County, California. 
A Gold Rush Era Settlement 

by Daniel R. Elliott 

An archaeological and historical investigation at the 
Forks of Butte, Butte County, California has recently 
been undertaken through a cooperative agreement 
between the Bureau of Land Management and Cali
fornia State University, Chico. The project was di
rected by Dr. Eric Ritter, BLM. Redding and Daniel 
R. Elliot. a graduate student at CSUC. Forks of 
Butte is the site of a Gold Rush era mining settle
ment located on a high bench within secluded Butte 
Creek Canyon east of Chico. Test excavations were 
conducted during the summer and fall of 1991. The 
site has had an interesting and informative sequence 
of historic occupation. The first episode began with 
the rapid establishment of a mining settlement after 
the initial strike in 1851. The settlement survived 
until 1863 when the last business. a saloon. was 
closed. From the late 1860s until sometime in the 
late 1880s or early 1890s, the site was sparsely oc
cupied with at least one permanent residence 
known. Surface artifacts and local informants indi
cate that during the 1920s and 1930s at least one 
residence was again located at the site supporting 
small scale mining operations. 

The site has long been a source of bottles and coins 
for collectors and has suffered considerable distur
bance as a result. Locally, it is a popular recreation
al area and recreational mining opportunities have 
attracted visitors from outside the region who obtain 
dredging permits and camp on the site for weeks at a 
time. Although no substantial development of the 
site is planned, the BLM is proposing to improve ac
cess by constructing and improving trails through
out the general area and increased traffic is expected 
over time. This archaeological investigation will help 
to both reconstruct the history of the settlement and 
to interpret that history to the public through the 
use of trails and signs. The project will also be help
ful in mitigating the impacts that have occurred from 
the extensive collecting activities that have taken 
place over the last 40 years. 

A review of state and local history has been ongoing 
from the inception of the project. Little remains in 
terms of local lore concerning the settlement. The 
Butte County Historical Society has been qelpful in 
providing some information regarding Forks of Butte. 
but as of this writing. no photographs and only one 
crude map of the settlement have been discovered. 
Archival sources are being analyzed in an attempt to 
rletermine exactly what businesses were present dur
ng settlement occupation. assess changing popula-
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tion levels, identify various mining technologies used 
through time, and to calculate the effect of these 
changing technologies on the settlement. This effort 
has also proved useful in getting to know some of the 
people who once lived and worked at Forks of Butte. 
Several individuals who resided there during the 
1850s later went on to become people significant in 
the history of Butte County. 

Many of the visible surface features, foundations, an 
refuse deposits are located on top of tailings formed 
during the first few years of mining activity on the 
bench (1851-1853). The three foundations that have 
so far been investigated were more substantial build
ings constructed in the mid to late 1850s. These 
buildings most likely replaced the framed canvas and 
log structures that were constructed during the ini
tial period of occupation. Undoubtedly, every inch of 
bedrock on the bench was exposed at one time or an
other during these first few seasons of mining. 

Figure 1. Two glass shoulder seals from French wine bottles. 

Forks of Butte was, if not booming, at least growing 
during the late 1850s when an inn, two mercantile 
stores, two saloons, a blacksmith's shop, and a 
slaughterhouse/butcher's shop, were among the ser
vices located there. Population levels at the settle
ment are uncertain during the 1850s and 1860s, but 
one source indicates that there were at least 200 
people residing there around 1860. The settlement 
supported numerous mining endeavors within the 
steep canyon. providing goods and services to nearby 
mining areas. The settlement experienced a rapid 
decline in the early 1860s. It is believed that this de
cline was due in part to decreasing returns of the lo
cal mining operations and a gradual improvement in 
transportation systems creating a reduced need for 
commercial outlets located within the canyon. 

From July through November of 1991, test excava
tions of three foundations and associated refuse de
posits were conducted at the site. The work was per
formed on weekends by volunteers from the BLM. 
CSU Chico. Sonoma State University, and the Sacra
mento Archaeological Society, along with a circle of 
family and friends. In addition to information re
garding architecture and settlement pattern, the ex
cavations have surpassed all expectations in terms of 
the quantity and quality of materials recovered. 

Artifacts representative of the 1850s era settlement 
(Continued on page 6) 
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Forks of Butte · 
(Continued from page 5) 

have been recovered in both primary and secondary 
contexts. Materials associated with a late 19th cen
tury residence have also been recovered in an undis
turbed context (Figure 1). Artifacts include bottle 
fragments, a remarkable variety of ceramics (many 
with maker's marks of both foreign and domestic 
manufacture) and some unique tin cans including 
examples of early hand-soldered French sardine tins 
With thin stamped brass labels. Limited evidence of 
a Ch inese presence or influence was noted in the 
form of a brass opium container, a few sherds of por
celain. and two coins. Artifacts directly associated 
With gold mining were recovered including picks. 
shovels, and gold scale parts and weights. 

In addition to test excavations, detailed site mapping 
with laser instruments and computer assisted graph
ics will help to determine the types of mining sys
tems employed on the bench during the main settle
ment occupation as well as later in time and how 
such activities have affected site formation over time. 
Recent archaeological survey in the general area has 
identified additional surface workings and early hy
draulic operations that were supported, at least in 
part, by the settlement. 

The research design stresses two main considera
tions. First, particular attention is paid to site for
mation processes in terms of the effect of later period 
mining activity on earlier mining and settlement re
mains. Fortunately. post settlement-era mining, al
though relatively constant through time, has been on 
a small scale. (The steep canyon has precluded any 
large scale dredging operations in the area.) Second, 
consumer behavior will be addressed both in terms 
of changing inter-site patterns through time and as a 
basis for comparison with other outlying Gold Rush
era settlements. 

Archival analysis will be ongoing throughout the win
ter and test excavations at Forks of Butte will re
sume in April or May 1992 and continue into the 
summer months. Included in the excavations will be 
several small structural' pads as well as several flats 
across the stream located above the tailings. Surface 
artifacts in this area, through relatively sparse. sug
gest an 1850s era occupation. It is believed that 
these flats are representative of the earliest occupa
tion of the canyon when gold was first discovered 
h er e Jn 1851 . Additional information concerning the 
Forks of Butte project can be obtained from Dr. Eric 
Ritter, BLM Archaeologist. Redding. CA. 
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News & Views From The Off ice 
Of Historic Preservation 

by Sandra Elder 
OHP Public Information Officer 

Personnel Update 

There have been many personnel changes in the De
partment of Parks and Recreation and the Office of 
Historic Preservation. 

6 

First, Governor Wilson has appointed a new director 
for Parks and Recreation. Donald W. MuIJ>hY is a ca
reer state employee with the State Park System. He 
previously served as the district superintendent for 
seven parks in the Big Sur Park District. Prior to 
this assignment he was at the Chino Hills Distrtct in 
Riverside and Plumas Eureka State Park in Plumas 
County. He is a member and past president of the 
California State Park Rangers Association: as well as 
a director of the Planning and Conservation League. 
Mr. MuIJ>hy's first day at his new job was January 2, 
1992. 

Effective December 30, 1991, Kathryn Gualtieri re
signed her position as California's State Historic 
Preservation Officer. She and her husband will retire 
to their new home in Capitola where she plans to 
open a mystery book store. She is also involved with 
the citizens of Capitola in planning for the opening of 
a museum on the history of the seaside resort town. 
We all will miss her sincere interest in the preserva.A 
tlon of California's cultural resources and wish hel9' 
well in her new endeavors. 

The State Resources Agency has appointed Steade 
Craigo to be Acting State Historic Preservation Officer 
starting January 2 , 1992. He will serve in that ca
pacity until a new SHPO is appointed by Governor 
Wilson. Steade started working in the Office in No
vember 1977 as a Restoration Architect. From June 
1981 to June 1985. he was Senior Architect in the 
Development Division of Parks and Recreation. ln 
July 1981 he came back to OHP and in March 1989 
was appointed as the Deputy State Historic Preserva
tion Officer. Steade is looking forward to keeping the 
Office involved in California's preservation move
ment. 

As of December 31, 1991, Leslie Hartzell has re
signed her archaeologist position in the Project Re
view Unit. She will be participating in a two month 
field project in Tasmania. The project involves test 
excavations at two rockshelters and one survey pro
ject within the Tasman Forest of western Tasmania. 
The project is under contract with LaTrobe University 
in New South Wales, Australia. We wish her success 
in this down under venture. 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Office of Historic Preservation 
(Continued from page 6) 

)orene Clement. State Historian II in the Project Re
new Section. will be leaving the Office of Historic 
?reseivation at the end of January. She will be join
ing other former OHP staff members in the Office of 
Environmental Analysis, at the State Department of 
Transportation. as an Associate Environmental Plan
ner (Architectural Historian). We will miss her effer
vescent personality. 

The Office of Histortc Preservation, as of this wrtting, 
has two new employees. 

Gary Reinoehl is replacing Thad Van Bueren in the 
Project Review Unit. He comes to us from the Inland 
Region of the Department of Parks and Recreation. 
His interest in anthropology developed while attend
ing college. He received his BA in 1969 from Port
land State University. From 1976 through 1981 
Gary worked on a vartety of projects in both the pli
vate and public sectors. which provided him with a 
broad View of histortc and prehistortc archaeology in 
Alaska, Washington. Oregon, and California. In 
1982 he accepted a permanent Archaeologist I posi
tion in the Resource Protection Division of Parks and 
Recreation and in 1986 promoted to an Archaeolo
gist II position in the Inland Region of the Depart
ment. Gary has indicated that one of his major con
cerns throughout his career has been with public 
:ontact. How do archaeologists convey the excite
nent of their profession and the knowledge th:it they 
tave gained to the public? This topic will continue 

to be a focus in Gary's position here in OHP and in 
his personal life. 

Another new professional in OHP is Suzanne Guer
ra. She is in our office on a training and develop
ment assignment from the Office of Interpretive Ser
vices. Department of Parks and Recreation. She will 
be the administrator for the State Bond Grants Pro
gram. She will assist the recipient agencies as well 
as monitoring the projects to meet State require
ments. While in the Office of Interpretive Services. 
Suzanne was a Museum Curator in the General Col
lections and also served as Assistant Registrar tn 
charge of the manual and computer records on his
tolic artifacts. She received her BA degree in An
thropology with a minor in History at Humboldt 
State University. Suzanne continued her profession
al education with studies in interpretive planning 
and methods. artifact preservation. museum corn -
putertzation, program evaluation, and a Smithsonian 
Minolity Museum Fellowship. ' 

Information Center Changes 
Every three years. the Office of Histortc Preseivation 
(OHP) must go through a Federal Program Review. 
)urtng the most recent review. a number of deficien
:ies in the suivey and inventory program areas were 

SCA NEWSLETTER 26 ( 1) 

identified. Though the OHP has been re-certified by 
the National Park Service. signifying the completion 
of the Round Three Program Review, it is still in the 
process of complying with Condition 14 which deals 
with the Histolic Property Inventory and the Archae
ological Inventory programs. Condition 14 specifies 
6 problem areas to be studied: 

1. Public accessibility to the inventory 
2. Conformance with the Secretary's Standards 
3. Conflict of interest 
4. Consistent recordation of all cultural values 
5. Increased integration of the historic and 

archaeological inventolies 
6. Increased standardization between the 

Information Centers (ICs) and inventortes 

In addressing these issues. the Office has endeavored 
to utilize the Information Centers as the primary 
public contact point for the Archaeological Inventory, 
expand their role concerning public access to the 
Histortc Property Inventory. develop their expertise in 
Histolic Property Information Management. and have 
the IC's review both Archaeological and Histortc 
Property records in accordance with the Secretary of 
the Intertor's Standards for Archaeology and Histortc 
Preservation. 

This program is recognized by the OHP as very ambi
tious and will necessitate a change on the part of the 
Information Centers and also on most of the profes
sionals practicing cultural resource management 
within the State. 

The Office has identified specific and attainable ob
jectives within its projected capabilities over the next 
2 years. It has developed a schedule and a budget 
for attaining these goals: 

1. Secretary of Intertor Standards require complete 
removal of conflict-of-interest and appearance of 
conflict-of-interest situations on the part of the 
I Cs. 

2. Review Archaeological Site Records and 
Reports. 

Determine if a Site Record meets the 
Secretary's Standards. Tue site record. the 
survey report and the personnel preparing 
this documentation must be evaluated and must 
meet certain standa rds . 

3. Establishment of a system to track which records 
meet the Standards. and which do not. 

4. Better integration of the vartous inventories 
including. where possible, incorporation of the 
historic inventory into the Information Center's 
Data Base. 

(Continued on page 8) 
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' / 
5. Review of the Archaeological Site Record and 

Handbook currently in use and making 
modifications as necessary to support the field 
smveyor in recording the full range of cultural 
properties. 

The OHP has taken the following steps in accom
plishing this program: 

1. It has conducted a thorough investigation of its 
inventory system and has submitted a report to the 
public for comment: "Draft for Public Comment. 
Evaluation of the Survey and Inventory Program 
Area." 

2. The Office will expend additional funds during 
Federal Fiscal Year 1992 to meet these objectives. 
These expenditures are within the projected budget 
of the OHP, a budget which is not entirely und~r 
OHP's control. 

3. It has executed a Memorandum of Understand
ing with CALTRANS to investigate the adequacy of 
the existing Archaeological Site Records ancl Hand 
book. 

This process shall be conducted over the next two 
years. It will include many points of public contact 
in establishing specific strategies and processes. 
Your assistance in this enterprise is not only wel
come. but necessary for its successful completion. 

( AMQUA 1992 Biennial Meeting ) 

The 1992 American Quaternary Association (AM
QUA) meeting will be held at the University of Cali
fornia, Davis in August, 1992. This is the first time 
the interdisciplinary meeting has been held in Cali
fornia. The tentative theme of the meeting will be 
"High Resolution Paleoclimatic Records." The sched
ule is: Pre-meeting field trips - August 21 - 23, Meet
ing - August 24 - 26, and Post-meeting field trips 
and workshops - August 27 - 30. Field trips will visit 
significant Quaternary geological, paleontological 
and archaeological sites. Both on and off campus 
accommodations will be available. Further details 
will be provided in February, 1992. Host orgaruzers 
are: Professor Bob Bettinger, Anthropology, UCD; 
Professor Debbie Elliot-Fisk, Geography, UCD; and 
D r. James West, Bureau of Reclamation, Sacramen
to. For further information, contact Dr. James West 
at 916/978-5132. 

AMQUA is a non-profit association whose purpose is 
to encourage interdisciplinary research of the physi
cal, biological and cultural environment and its his
tory during the Quaternary Period. Membership is 
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open to scientific and professional researchers con
cerned with the Quaternary environment. AMQUA 
members have the option to subscribe to the journal, 
Quaternary Research. at special, reduced rates. For 
information regarding membership, contact Dr. 
Wayne Wendland, Illinois State Water Survey, 2204 
Griffith Drive, Champaign, IL 61820. 
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Board Minutes 
(Continued from page 4) 

Markley provided discussion regarding the Site Record Re 
vision Committee. He also reviewed the accomplishments 
of the Preservation and Conservation League/ 
Archaeological Conservancy during the past year. 

Cleland noted the need for appointing a new SHPO Coordi
nator for the Newsletter and will pursue contacting several 
individuals to solicit their interest in filling this role. He 
then provided an overview of a recent meeting of the Pres
etvation Task Force and Growth Management Council. He 
distributed copies of a CPF report that ranks priorities of 
recommendations from the Heritage Task Force Report. 
These priorities include preparation of a State C.R.M. plan, 
and development of an inventory of State-owned resources, 
among others. 

Committee reports for Nominations, Legislative Affairs, 
Fundraising and Curation were provided. Markley noted 
Terry Jones" interest in continuing as Nominations Chair
person; the Board approved his continuation in this role. 
Cleland reviewed recent legislation issues. The Katz bill 
was passed and signed into law. This bill is basically a 
statement of policy to provide repatriation of human re
mains and associated grave goods. Markley noted that lit· 
tie progress has been made regarding fundraising, largely 
due to the lack of a chairperson for this committee. He is 
pursuing proposals on speciilc programs and foresees. 
many opportunities to use funds. A discussion of a dona
tion line item on the membership renewal form followed, 
Cleland suggested contacting avocational societies and 
CRM contracting firms to solicit donations. Cleland dis
tributed the draft text for State Curation guidelines provid
ed by Lester Ross and Jim Woodward. Co-Chairs of the 
SCA Curation Committee. The Board will review these and 
discuss them at the next meeting. Cleland will attend the 
next Heritage Resources Committee Meeting and make 
SCA's intent regarding curation guidelines known. He 
then distributed the new, proposed ARPA guidelines for re
view (published in Federal Register, Vol. 56, No. 176, 
Wednesday. September 11, 1991). The SCA will provide 
comments by letter. 

Beth Padon reviewed the progress of the Archaeology Week 
committee. She discussed events and the poster being 
conceived, and read aloud a copy of the Governor's procla
mation declaring May 11-17, 1992 as Archaeology Week. 
She noted that the committee is working on developing a 
m a iling list for public outreach , as w ell as on _ fundraistn~ 
activities. Local program brochures are being developed at 
the County level detailing what events are being planned. 

The next board meeting will be heid on January 18, 1992 
at the offices of LSA Associates in Irvine. The meeting ad
journed at 6:12 p.m. 
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Archaeology Week Update 
(May 11 -17) 
by Roynane Lisk 

ianks to those of you who volunteered to be county 
__ presentatives at the Northerr1 and Southern Data 
Sharing Meet!ngs and to the Forest Service, we have 
almost met our goal of hav!ng events scheduled in 
every county In the state. The more events the bet
ter, so keep on trymg to obta!n commitments In your 
area or plan to do something yourself. 

With assistance from the board, we can not antici
pate funding from a number of Federal. State and 
private sources. Our first check, In the amount of 
$400, came from members of the Fresno and Bay 
Area chapters of the American Rock Art Research As
sociation. Thank-you ARARA! These monies will be 
spent on the production of a display-quality poster 
and the calendar of events brochure. (Contributions 
should be payable to SCA Public Service Fund). 

From our Tehama County representative Richard 
J enklrls comes an excellent suggestion! Contact 
your local newspaper editor and offer to write an ar
ticle about the archaeology In your area for Archae
ology Week. 

Because this Newsletter will not be In your hands 
until sometime In January, we are extending the 
deadl!ne for final event details (t!me, place. type of 

~nt) to February 15, 1992. Please remember to in
tde your county when sending final details to me 

__ 2000 Trinity Road, Glen Ellen, CA 95442; fax 
707 /664-3947. 

lf you need assistance with planning or have ques
tions call Beth Padon In the south 714/ 553-0666, 
Elyn Walker In the north 707 /987-9157, or Eleanor 
Derr !n Sacramento 916/363-8774. Also, we need 
more Input for the list of books for library displays. 
Please fa.x your titles to Christian Gerike at 209 / 4 7 4-
1015. 

Working together we are going to make California's 
first Archaeology Week a success. 
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Federal Historic Preservation 
Commission Holds Workshop 

on Traditional Cultural 
Properties 

by Robert Laidlaw, BLM, Sacramento 

Washington D.C. -- On November 18 - 19 the Adviso
ry Council on H!storic Preservation held a workshop 
In Denver. Colorado. to ldentifv and d!scuss solu
tions to the uruque preservattori: needs of traditional 
cultural properties. Part of a larger focus on the 
Council's Fiscal Year 1991 problem-solving theme, 
"Federal Property Management and Historic Preser
vation in the Local Community," the two-day work
shop brought together representatives from local, 
State, and Federal organJzations and 12 Native 
American groups. The Council-sponsored forum en
couraged free e.xchange of ideas among Individuals 
and organizations concerning how this vital part of 
the Nation's heritage may be protected and enhanced 
through the Federal historic preservation review pro
cess. 

About the Council 

An Independent agency of the Federal Government, 
the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation serves 
as primary pollcy advisor to the President and Con
gress on h!storic preservation matters. It also ad
ministers the Federal historic preservation regulatory 
system, commonly kno\\'Il as "Section 106 review," 
which ensures that historic values are given due 
consideration In the planning of Federal projects or 
actions. Th!s process Is especially critical In the case 
of traditional cultural properties, which frequently 
Involve h!storlc values which are not easily conveyed 
and may not be immediately recognJzed or under
stood by the Federal agencies charged with their pro
tection. 

About Traditional Cultural Properties 

A traditional cultural property ls a place significant 
for its association with the customary practices or 
traditional beliefs of a community. Rooted In a par
ticular community's h1Sto1y, such properties are vital 
to the continuing identity of that community. Exam
ples of traditional cultural properties range from a 
mountain top that is the locus of Native American re
ligious practice to a time-honored meeting place in 
an African American community. As the national 
historic preservation program becomes more sophis
ticated and responsive to the needs of Its nationwide 
constituency. traditional cultural properties figure 
increasingly In cases submitted to the Council. 
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Traditional Cultural Properties 
(Continued from page 9) 

Currently, some 20 cases are under review. To meet 
the pressing need for guidance in this relatively new 
arena, the Council plans to draft treatment guide
lines in 1992. Persons wishing to review these 
guidelines in draft form should contact the Council's 
Western Office of Project Review at 730 Slmms 
Street. Room 401, Golden, Colorado. 

About the Workshop 

Jn Denver, participants took the first step in integrat
ing traditional cultural values into the preservation 
plannJng process, especially at the Federal level. 
Sessions led by representatives of the Bureau of 
Land Management (California). the New Mexico State 
llistortc Preservation Office, and the Navajo Nation. 
focused on what Federal managers should look for 
when confronted with a property that might contain 
traditional cultural values. Leaders worked to estab
lish common ground for identifying these properties; 
prescribing appropriate historic preservation treat
ment brought forth additional opinions. 

Independent consultants and staff archaeologists 
from the Bureau of Reclamation (North Dakota). 
United States Forest Service (California). Woods Cul
tural Research, Inc. (Colorado). Ethnoscience, Inc. 
(Montana), Institute of the North American West (Art
wna). served as session panelists. Representatives 
of Native American groups, including the l\jumawi 
Band (Pit River Tribe, California). Assiniboine and 
Sioux (Montana), Chippewa. Confederated Salish 
and Kootenai (Montana], Confederated Tribes of 
Warm Springs, Cree, Native Hawaiian, Navajo, 
Northern Cheyenne, and Shoshone, in addltlon to 
the Hop! and the Zuni also served as panelists. 

News On Curation 
by Lester A. Ross, SCA Curation 

Committee Co-Chair 
San Bernardino County Museum 

During the summer and fall, 1991, the SCA Curatlon 
Committee completed a draft of "Guidelines for the 
Curation of Archaeological Collections." The report 
addresses: 

1. Procedures to manage and preserve collections: 
2. Terms and conditions for contracts, memoranda. 

and agreements for acquisition of archaeological 
collections: 

3. Criteria to determine If a repository has the 
capability to provide Jong-term curatorial 
services; and 

4. Procedures for the use of collections. 
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The initial draft was mailed to 35 committee mem
bers for review, of which nine responded with com
ments. The draft was rewritten and submitted In 
mid-December to the SCA Executive Board. Once 
approved, It is anticipated the· flnal draft guidelines 
will be submitted to the State Htstortcal Resourcr· -
Comm!Ss!on for public review, perhaps in time fi 
their February meeting. SCA members are strong 
encouraged to participate in this public review pro
cess by correspondlng with and testifying before the 
commission. The commiSsion especially needs to 
hear from private consulting firms, public museums 
and local govenrment planners. 

At our upcoming SCA conference in April, Pat Martz 
will chair a curatlon symposium. Following presen
tations of formal papers, the curation committee will 
meet to discuss progress being made by the State to 
adopt Federal curat!on standards and to create and 
adopt State standards. During this meeting we will 
discuss the next objective[s) of the committee. One 
major issue ra!Sed by a number of committee mem
bers has been the continuing decline in the number 
of repositories accepting CRM collections. lt is sug
gested that the next task of the commtttee be the 
creation of a position paper or the organization of a 
workshop on interagency cooperation to asstst exist
ing repositories and to construct new repositories·. If 
you have Ideas or concerns for curation committee 
action, please contact me, Jtrn Woodward (SCA Cu
ration Committee Co-Chair) or Dick Markley (SCA 
President]. 

Developing Cooperative Efforts 
Between Native Americans 

and Archaeologists 
by Phillip de Barros 

Cooperation and communication between Native 
Americans and archaeologtsts in California are to be 
encouraged. Although there qre a number of archae
ologists who have made it a priortty to work closely 
with Native Americans [e.g. Dave Fredrickson, Ches
ter KJng and Lynn Gamble), the majority still tend to 
limit their involvement to what ts either politically ex
pedient or required under federal law. Thts article 
outlines areas .of cooperation and communication 
that I think should be practiced, whenever feasible, 
by all archaeologtsts in the field of cultural research 
management and those in academia as well. 

Native American Concerns and Communication of 
Project Results · 
Too often Native American concerns are ignored un
less the project comes under federal Jaw. Thus, for 
many CEQA projects little or no attempt Is made to 
solicit the concerns of interested Native American 
representatives. and copies of reports are rarely pro
vided to interested Native American groups. 
(Contlnued on page 11] 
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Developing Cooperative Efforts 
(Continued from page 10) 

When federal projects do occur, often contacts with 
Native Americans are limited to a standard letter 
with no follow-up telephone contacts or site visits. 
Often it ls very dJfflcult for Native Americans to as
sess whether a project may impact sacred sites or 
areas unless they are given the chance to examine 
the project area in the field. 

When projects are flnlshed, copies of excavation re
ports should be provided to appropriate Native 
American groups. It is also strongly recommended 
that photos and/or slides accompany such reports 
that can be used for educational purposes. Finally. 
1t ls recommended that the archaeologist take the 
bme to make a formal presentation of research re
sults to the Native American group(s). This will pro
vide a good forum for the d!scussion of issues of 
common interest between Native Americans and ar
chaeolog!sts. It will also help educate archaeologists 
as to the concerns, needs and interests of Native 
Americans With regard to archaeological research. 
and it will help Inform Native Americans about the 
potential cultural heritage value of such research. 

The Use of Native American Advisors/Monitors 
The use of Native American AdV!sors iS common for 
most federal projects, and a number of firms use 
them for CEQA projects. However, the latter iS not 
done on a consistent basiS, and often Advisors are 
hired without regard to Most Likely Descendant con
siderations as determined by the CalJfomta Native 
American Heritage Commission (NAHC). In some in
stances, this results In the hiring of an Advisor who 
is not related to the :\'at!ve American group who eth
nographlcally was known to tnhab!t or use the pro
ject area. I would encourage the use of Native Amer
ican Ad"iSors on all projects whenever feasible 
within the budgetary constraints of CRM work. I 
have often found that both government and private 
clients are willlng to pay for such monitors tf its im
portance iS explained to them. I would also strongly 
recommend that archaeologists work closely with the 
NAHC and interested Native American groups to re
solve any representational tssues. 

Working Cooperatively with Native Americans on 
the lllsue of Human Remains and Associated 
Grave Goods 
I have expressed my views on th!s Issue in the NAHC 
Newsletter ·and in the SCA Newsletter (January 
1991). I am sympathetic to Native American con
cerns and believe that they should have the right to 
detennine the disposition of their ancestral remainS. 
as are many archaeologists. On the other hand. are 
aware of the Important information about the Kative 
American past that can be obtalned by the study of 
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such remains. The issue needs to be worked out in 
accordance with recently passed federal and state 
legislation and, when appropriate, on the basis of ne
gotiations between archaeologists and Native Ameri
can groups on a project-by-project basis. 

Native American Participation in the Research 
Design Phase and the Incluslon of Ethnographic/ 
Ethnohistorlc Elements in That Design 
While many Native American groups may not have 
the archaeological expertise to formally review re
search designs. there may be particular questions 
they are Interested in regardtng their past. Archaeo
logical excavations should provide an opportunity to 
develop Important information on the ethnographic/ 
ethnoh!storic past and prehistory. This involves the 
collection of oral traditions, archival studies focustng 
on Mission records, Spanish military archives, eth
nographic notes such as those of J.P. Harrington, 
and tracing of family genealogies. In some instances. 
Native Americans may be primarily interested in a 
project area for the value of Its traditional plants and 
animals. 

The participation of Native Americans in the research 
design phase can provide increased communication 
about the value of archaeological or ethnographic re
search and what aspects are of interest to Native 
American groups. It should also help the archaeolo
gist become more aware of issues that are particular
ly sensitive to Native Americans. 

The Training of Native Aruericllll.8 in Archaeologi
cal Field and Lab Techniques 
Chester King and Lynn Gamble have been tnstru
mental in such efforts among the Chumash, and 
Chambers Group in Orange and San Bernardino 
counties. This can take the form of hiring paid crew
trainees as part of the field crew. These people may 
or may not include the Native American AdV!sor. I 
know that some groups are opposed to th!s idea on 
the grounds that Kative Americans should not par
ticipate In the excavation of ancestral sites. I respect 
that View, but also respect the view of those who 
wisb to learn about archaeology and what it can tell 
them about their past. At least two of the crew
tralne~s that worked for Chambers Group now make 
a full- or part-time living working on archaeologtcal 
projects. Another mechanism iS to provide for the 
training of Native Americans through grant-funded 
field schools. 

The Preservation of Archaeological Sites 
It iS Important that archaeologists make an effort to 
conVince government agencies and private landown
ers of the tmportance of preserving sites. Site avoid
ance ls stated as the preferred m1tigatlon measure 
under CEQA and ls tmplled under Section 106. From 
the Native Americans' point of view, the destruction 
of archaeological sites Is the destruction of their cul
tural heritage. (Continued on page 12) 
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Developing Cooperative Efforts 
(Continued from page 11) 

which cannot be mitigated by data recovery excava
tions and scientific reports. Chambers Group re
cently worked with the Las Flores Group which 
helped finance a field school. They plan to create a 
75-acre Serrano Heritage Preserve as part of the pro
ject development. Four major sites. including three 
housepit village sites associated with the ethno
graphic village of Guapiabit. will be preserved for 
posterity and future research. The preserve will also 
include a museum and research center. 

The Development of Jolnt-Funded Programs by 
Academic Instltutlons, CRM Firms, and Native 
American Groups 
Last summer I directed an archaeological field school 
at CA-SBr-1624, a prehistoric Serrano Site slated for 
destruction by residential development. This cooper
ative effort involved the San Manuel Band of the Ser
rano Nation, the UCLA Institute of Archaeology and 
the UCLA Summer Sessions, and the the Las Flores 
Group who is developing the property. The school 
provided students with valuable instruction in field 
and lab techniques and yielded important archaeo
logical and ethnographic data on the Serrano. The 
school was funded primarily by the San Manuel 
Band and student fees, and a camp site and addi
tional funds were provided by the developer. Ethno
graphic research was included as part of the project 
and a report on Serrano territorial organization and 
subsistence, wrttten by Davtd Earle, was submitted 
to the San Manuel Band for review and comment. 

Next year our cooperative efforts will focus either on 
a field school that will include a scholarship program 
for Native American participants or on the San Ga
briel and San Fernando Mission records. The goal 
will be to understand the movements and occupa
tions of the Serrano during the late 18th through 
mid-19th centuries, including links with Guapiabit. 
an important ethnohistortc site situated in Summit 
Valley where the field school took place. 

Aside from the published research results, a formal 
slide presentation was made to the San Manuel 
Band and a paper was presented on the project at 
the 7th California Indian Conference at Sonoma 
State University in October of 1991. Larry Myers, 
Executive Secretary of the Native American Heritage 
Commission, made a personal visit to the field school 
site. Finally. Bella Meese from Governor Wilson's Of
fice of Community Relations has learned of the pro
ject and is enthusiastic about its possibilities. 

Concluding Remarks 
Having outlined what I believe are important positive 
steps that archaeologists and anthropologists ought 
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to pursue in their relationship with Native Ameri
cans. I invite the readership of the SCA Newsletter 
to share their Views on other ways to promote and 
develop cooperative efforts between archaeologists 
and Native Americans. 

Next Newsletter Deadline 
February 15, 1992 

The SCA welcomes articles and letters from read
ers. The writer 's name, address, and daytime 
phone must be included. 

Contributions must be double spaced and may 
be edited for clarity and length, and do not neces
sarily reflect the position or opinion of the Socie
ty. 

IBM floppies may be sent if material is in ASCE 
format and Macintosh discs may be sent in any 
standard word-processing format - please in
clude hard copy with discs. 

Please send material and graphics to managing 
editor Valerie Levulett, 915 Mesa Street, Morro 
Bay, CA 93442. Work - (805) 549-3669 or 
Home 772-1971. FAX (805) 549-3077. 

Tahoe National Forest Update 
by Dick Markley 

Basque sheepherders, the Overland Emigrant Trail, 
the Donner Party, Minark database. and a flurry of 
excavations along the Truckee River . . . there was 
something happening to suit everyone's taste this 
year. Even though 1991 seemed to come and go in a 
flash , a lot of interesting work was accomplished this 
year by the Forest staff and a variety of contractors 
and consultants. In keeping with the holiday spirit 
(as I wrtte this there are only 4 shopping days until 
Christmas), I thought I would share with you some of 
our highlights for 1991. 

Early this year, Don Hardesty, of the University of 
Nevada, Reno (UNR). completed the final report for 
the 1990 excavations of the Donner Party site at Al
der Creek, near Truckee. Preliminary results of the 
work were presented at the SCA Annual Meeting in 
Sacramento last March and in several Newsletter ar
ticles. This report brings to a close two seasons of 
work at this intriguing site. The report .will be made 
part of the Forest's Cultural Resource Report series 
and will be available in the Spring. Plans for further 
research at the site hinge on securing additional 
funding support. 

Tahoe staffers Carmel Meisenbach, Susan Rose, and 
Carrie Smith (Continued on page 13) 
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Tahoe National Forest Update 
(Continued from page 12) 

p.ompleted work to document and evaluate several 
og structures and a stone oven built by Basque 
1heepherders in the Granite Chief Wilderness area. 

Jr. Jose Mallea, of the UNR Basque Studies Center, 
assisted with the project and helped facilitate inter
views with the Basque herders.who had constructed 
the buildings in the early 1950s. Despite their rela
tively recent age, the structures were determined to 
be eligible for the National Register. in part because 
they represent some of the best surviving e.xamples 
of Basque vernacular architecture in th!s are of the 
Sierra Nevada. The Forest hopes to enl!st the sup
port of the local Basque community tr1 the long range 
management of th!s historic property. 

A proposal by Sierra Pacific Power to construct a 
power line along the Truckee River below Lake Tahoe 
prompted an archaeological survey of the project by 
Archaeological Resource Services (Virginia City, Ne
vada) and a comprehensive slte testing program by 
Mariah Associates [Reno). A report on the test exca
vations, dlrected by Peter Meyers. is In progress, and 
will be available early in 1992, Of particular interest 
will be the results of work at CA-PLA-23 which was 
previously tested by Robert Elston in the mld-1970s. 
and which provided important data for Elston's 
much-cited archaeological synthes!s for the region. 

Working just across the Truckee River near Alpine 

•
Meadows ski area, Susan Lindstrom also conducted 
test excavatJons at a large, but badly damaged site 
along the river. While the Information potential of 
the site had been substantially reduced by the devel
opment of a waste water treatment facility years ago, 
the recovery of several glass trade beads. the first re
ported for the Truckee RJver region, perked up inter
est In the site. The beads appear to date to the 
1840s. TI1e archaeological work was performed at 
the request of the local water d!strict who w!ll be ac
quiring the property from the Forest Service as part 
of a land exchange. Susan's report should be com
pleted early in 1992. 

A trail guide for the Overland Emigrant Trail was 
completed just in time for this summer's national 
meeting of the Oregon and California Trail Associa
tion (OCTA) in Sacramento. Development of the auto 
tour map and hilting brochure was a cooperative ef
fort between the Forest Service. the Nevada County 
Historical Society, and trail h!storian Charles Gray
don. Seventeen points of historical Interest. identi
fied by commemorative trail markers placed by OCTA 
members In the pat>-t several years, are highlighted. 
The trail guide sells for $2.00 and ls available from 
the Forest and through local museums. 

A contract to relocate and provide condltlon assess
enents of a random sample of 70 recorded archaeo-
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logical sites within the Forest was awarded to Shar
on Waechter and Tom Origer. ThJs IS the fourth year 
the Forest has awarded this type of site condition 
"monitoring" contract. The work is designed to pro
vide an independent assessement of site condltions 
throughout the Forest, and serves to identify site 
protection, stabillzat!on, or other management 
needs. 

Sonoma State University was awarded a contract to 
conduct data recovery excavations at an 1890s saw
mill site in Sierra County. The work will be directed 
by Adrien and Mary Praetzell!s. Prellmlnary test ex
cavations at the site were conducted by Mick Hayes 
and Margaret Purser. also of Sonoma State Universi
ty, several years ago. The data recovery work ·will fo
cus on the blacksmith area, the mill structure, and 
document details of the steam power plant. 

H!storian William Rowley was awarded a contract to 
research and write an overview of the historic logging 
and lumbering Industry in the Tahoe National For
est, and develop an analytical framework that will fa. 
cil!tate National Reg!ster el!glbillty assessments of 
logging and lumbering sites. Th!s work will be com
pleted by early summer of 1992. 

In September the Forest cultural resource staff held 
a two day workshop for top level Forest managers to 
learn about archaeology and cultural resource man
agement. The workshop was held at a historic For
est Service ranger station which Is situated on a pre
historic archaeological site in Sierra County. The 
participants learned excavation and laboratory tech
nJques and also accompllshed stabilization work on 
a historic blacksmith shop and residence. 

Finally, the Forest has begun testing of the Minark 
database program which !s being adopted by the Pa
cific Southwest region of the Forest Service. Assist
ant Forest Archaeolog!st, Donna Day, ls heading up 
this effort and ls serving on the regional team that Is 
designing the site record and archaeological report 
database structures. John Parker, Minark's USA 
representative, recently visited the Forest and put on 
a training session for the archaeology staff to famil
iarize them with the program and Its capabilities. 

For further Information on the activities and pro
grams discussed above, or to obtain copies of re
ports, please write to the Forest Archaeologist, Tahoe 
National Forest, P. O. Box 6003. Nevada City, CA 
95959-6003. 
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Recent Historical 
Archaeological Work in 

San Diego County 
by Stephen R. Van Wormer 

San Diego Home Avenue Dump (SDl-10, 25BH): 
Excavations at the 1908 to 1913 city of San Diego 
municipal dump were conducted by RECON in 1987 
under the direction of Stephen R. Van Wormer and 
the final report has just been finished. A total of 
652.090 kilos of material was analyzed resulting in 
identification of a minimum estimated number of 
12,249 items. The refuse was a homogeneous de
posit from all major neighborhoods and sections of 
urban San Diego. The artifact assemblage, however. 
is dominated by higher status Anglo-American 
household refuse. 

Analysis included cross-site comparison of function
al and economic data with assemblages from Ventu
ra. Santa Ana. PhoenJx, and five rural farmsteads. 
Economic analysis of the ceramics and bone indicat
ed San Diego citizens enjoyed a higher standard of 
living than the inhabitants of PhoenJx, Santa Ana, or 
rural San Diego County. Functional artifact pattern 
analysis, cross-site comparison. and bottled product 
consumption pattern analysts also indicate higher 
status households for the San Diego assemblage. 
The dominant Anglo-American ethnic population was 
reflected through ceramic vessel form, butchered 
bone, and culinary bottle patterns. 

The exceedingly high economic status indicated by 
the San Diego assemblage was not unexpected. It 
was expected that ceramic economic index values 
and other analytical patterns would more closely re
semble those of PhoenJx and Santa Ana. General 
histories of San Diego consider the period between 
1890 to 19 IO as one of slow economic growth. Popu
lation statistics, as well as data on annual numbers 
of building permits. bank deposits, and the value of 
new construction. indicate that an economic boom 
began in 1906 and continued to accelerate through 
the decade, thereby confirming the results of the ar
tifact analysis. 

Functional artifact profiles were defined for three 
types of early twentieth century households, middle 
and upper middle class urban households are char
acterized by higher frequencies of consumer items 
(bottled products), followed by kitchen items. Small 
town and urban working class households are domi
nated by kitchen items followed by consumer items. 
Rural farmstead households have high percentages 
of kitchen items followed by consumer items in addi
tion to relatively higher frequencies of hardware and 
munitions than urban households. The assemblage 
also provided data on the introduction of machine 
made bottles, indicating that mechanization of the 
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bottle industry between 1908 and 1913 was concen
trated on culinary bottles and wide mouth jars With 
continuous threaded closures. 

REPORf: Even the Kitchen Sink: Archaeological In
vestigations of SDi-10,258. The 1980 to 1913 Sa: 
Diego City Dump. by Stephen R. Van Wormer. RE 
CON. 7460 Mission Valley Road, San Diego c, 
92108. . 

Robert Israel Adobe: 
Excavations of the Robert Israel Adobe near Escondi
do, San Diego County, were conducted by Brian 
Mooney and Associates in October 1990 under the 
direction of Stephen R. Van Wormer and Jerry 
&haefer. The investigations resulted in the recovery 
of a vast and varied assemblage of artifacts as well 
as architectural information. Analysis of the data 
provided answers to specific research questions con
cerning lifestyles and vernacular architectural adap
tation of 19th and early 20th century farmers in San 
Diego County. Cobble foundations and adobe wall 
remnants reveal Yankee construction techniques and 
floor plans adapted to local Hispa:nic adobe materi
als. Built as a single integrated plan, the architectu
ral remains and contents of one privy constitute the 
sole material legacy from the family of Robert Israel. 
San Diego's first lighthouse keeper at Point Loma, 
whose family occupied the adobe between c. 1871 
and 1896. Sold by the Israels in 1896, the adobe 
passed through two families before Eli Taylor pur
chased it in 1912. They resided there until the early 
1920s after which the structure was used for stor
age. The adobe finally burned sometime between 
1924 and 1928 with all its stored contents. whic 
were recovered through excavation. Other concen
trated refuse scatters and equipment remains were 
encountered around the structure. Recovery and 
analysis of this assemblage revealed material from 
various aspects of rural San Diego County life, in
cluding livery items, tools, armaments. furniture, 
consumer products. and kitchen and personal items. 
Spatial associations of items in each room reflected 

activity and use patterns of a rural storeroom and 
workroom. The artifact assemblage is representative 
of a late 19th and early 20th Century rural commu
nity. Ceramic economic scaling. however, indicated 
the Taylors had a slightly higher purchasing power 
typical of urban dwellers. 

REPORf: Hardscrable Ranch: Archaeological Inves
tigations at the Robert Israel Adobe by Stephen R. 
Van Wormer and Jerry Schaefer. Brian Mooney and 
Associates, 9903-B Busines$park Avenue, San Die
go. CA 92131. 

Schott Farmstead, San Diego County (SDl-10668-
H). 
Archaeological excavations of the &hott Farmstead 
on Otay Mesa in San Diego County were conducted 
by Environmental and Energy Services Company un
der the direction of Roxana Phillips and Stephen E 
Van Wormer. (Continued on page 15 
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Archaeology in San Diego County 
(Continued from page 14) 

The Schotts homesteaded on the mesa Jn the 1890s 
and lived t11ere until the late 1920s. Temporal and 
feature activity profile analysis resulted tn definitton 
of three distinct types of deposits and two deposi
tional phases. Refuse pits represented dally house
hold kitchen refuse disposal that occurred between 
1920 and 1925. The cellar and Cisterns located ad
jacent to the house site, contained household debris 
deposited during a clean up operation after 1925 
when the house and outbuildings were torn down 
and the cisterns and cellar filled Jn. J\.<;semblages 
from cisterns located within the former barnyard 
contained artifacts representing barnyard items and 
equipment parts deposited during the same clean up 
operation. 

Cross-site comparison reveals a rural anifact pattern 
consisting of higher hardware frequencies than ur
ban assemblages (approx:1rnately 8 · 10%). higher 
percentages of kitchen items than bottled products, 
beverage bottles constituting less than 30 percent of 
bottled products, and ceramic index values of less 
than 2.0. Economic analysis of the equipment repre
sented by the ltvery !terns and agricultural assem
blage indicates that a low ceramic economic tndex 
value for farmsteads does not necessarily mean a de
prived standard of living. 

:<EPOITT: Results of a Monttoring Program for the 
~ast Mesa Detention Facility: The Schott Farmstead 
,SD!-10,663-H), San Diego County, Callfornla, by 
Roxana Phillips and Stephen R. Van Wormer, ERCE, 
5510 Morehouse Drtve. San Diego, CA 92121. 

News From The Avocational 
Societies 

by Anne Q. Duffield 

Welcome, 19921 There are two spring events that 
should be markd on our calendars: The SCA Annu
al Meeting, April 24 - 26 Jn Pasadena and Ca:l!for
nta's flrSt Archaeology Week, May 11 - 17. 

Chuck Whatford solicited a paper for his "Archaeolo
gy Jn Public" symposium for the SCA Annual Meeung 
from me. My topic will discuss this state's 19 avoca
tional societies. Suggestions can be sent to me at 
143 Monterrey Drive. Claremont.. CA 91711. 

The intent of this column ls to bring to the SCA read
ership the news of fue "avocational societies". It has 
come to my atten!.lon that the Imperial Valley Col
lege Museum Society (IVCMS) in El Centro and the 
14ojave River Valley Museum Association 
,MRVMAJ Jn Barstow have a sman. but dedicated 
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core of volunteers who work to preserve and protect 
the cultural resources of their areas. Both groups 
staff and manage small museums. In addition to 
sponsoring lectures. outings, surveys. publications 
and fund-raisers, botl1 groups have regular newslet
ters to keep their memberships involved. So why 
hasn't this column featured fuem or even mentioned 
them before? 

Answer: These organizations have not been men
tioned in fuis column because they are not exclu
sively dedicated to archaeology. Their interests tn
clude paleontology, natural history (mineralogy, 
wology, botany), genealogy. etc. There Isn't room Jn 
this colt,,irnn to expand the category of "avocational 
society' to tnclude museum and natural history as
sociations, but as space and time permit, special 
mention of these groups will be included. 

In December, two avocational societies offered their 
members an outing durtng the winter solstice. The 
Ventura County Archaeological Society (VCASJ 
folks visited the "Chumash Trail" on the 21st and 
Antelope Valley Archaeological Society (AVAS) 
members visited the Wood Ranch Solstice Site on the 
22nd. The Fall 1991 issue of La Piniura, the Ameri· 
can Rock Art Research Association (ARARA) 
newsletter, mentioned a new publication Jn the 
Quarterly Bulletin of the Center for Archaeoas
tronomy entitled. "Archaeoastronomy/ 
Ethnoastronomy News". edited by John Carlson. Da
vid Dearborn. and LeRoy Doggett. For more infor
mation write Frank Bock. ARARA newsletter editor 
at P. -0. Box 65, San Miguel, CA 93451. 
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Speaking of rock art associations, two small, but 
very active groups. the San Joaquin Valley-ARARA 
(SJV-ARARA) and Friends of Sierra Rock Art 
(FSRA) have demonstrated how to make avocational 
societies effective as site preservationists. SJV
ARARA "adopted" the Exeter-Rocky Hill sites. and 
FSRA targeted the Wabena Point site for their 
groups' efforts. With a single. well-defined preserva
tion goal. resources aren't overtaxed. progress can be 
easily measured. the effective concepts of slte
stewardship can be applied, and the membership is 
untted behind a single standard. It works! 

Creative ideas for promoting group solidarity can be 
found in the UCLA Friends of Archaeology (FoA) 
newsletter. The November issue included a separate 
sheet to be filled out by each member labeled "Con
tributions to the FoA Book-in·Planrung - A Field 
Guide for Modem Hunter·Gatherers". Large spaces 
were left for recipes, shopping tlps, "definitions of 
terms and tngredients" and favorite ethnic restau
rants, an to be compiled into a fund-raiser cookbook
plus. A clever idea that includes "the location of eve
ry Hittite grocery store tn LA." brings a smile to the 
members and money to the coffers. 

(Continued on page 16) 
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Avocational Societies 
(Continued from page 15) 

Several societies are announcing new officers for 
1992. The Santa Clara County Archaeological So
ciety (SCCAS) slate was posted in the December is
sue of The Trade Bead and the San Diego County 
Archaeological Society (SDCAS) sent out their bal
lot for counting in November. For both groups, 
terms are for several years, which seems to be the 
trend. Still without officers. the San Luis Obispo 
County Archaeological Society (SLOCAS) appears 
alive and well. 

SDCAS's new publication, Research Issues in San 
Diego Archaeology, edited by Don Laylander, will be 
out in January. The publication will be "a compen
dium of short. structured discusson of archaeologi
cal research topics relating to prehistory and history, 
designed to assist and focus the work of local re
searchers". Stay tuned. 

The folks in the Coachella Valley Archaeological 
Society (CV.AS) have quite a line-up of speakers this 
winter. The eminent desert historian Dennis Lowell 
Bean was featured on the January program. With 
the support of the Palm Springs Desert Museum, 
CV.AS has made amazing progress during its scant 
year and a half of existence in bringing quality edu
cation to the desert-dwellers. Kudos! 

r - - cu1iural Resources speciaITs"'i- - , 
Pacific Gas & Electric 

PG&E has an immediate opening for an experi
enced cultural resource specialist. The position 
will be a one year contract with the potential for 
extension or a permanent position. Project man
agement, CEQA and NEPA experience desirable. 
BA in Anthropology or CRM required: MA desira
ble. Salary /benefits a re negotiable. Please send 
resume with letter of interest to: 
Glenn Caruso. Cultural Resources Specialist 
P G & E/Bldg. and Land Services 
48 San Felipe Way 
Novato. CA 94945 

L----------------------~ 
The Laboratory Of 

Archaeological Science 
At the beginning of October. 1991 a new facility -
The Laboratory of Archaeological Science - opened 
at California State University, Bakersfield under 
the direction of Dr. Margaret Newman. The main 
focus of the laboratory is the analysis of protein 
residues from archaeological material and the 
identification of species of origin. The laboratory 
will also conduct lithic and faunal analyses and 
future plans are to extend to other fields of analyt
ical techniques. For further information. call Dr. 
Newman at 805/664-2315. 
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1992 ANNUAL MEETING 
UPDATE 

by Joanne M. Mack. Program Chair 

Response to the call for symposium papers has 
been overwhelming. As of the deadline for sympo
sium abstracts, there were fourteen symposia, 
representing a total of 18 session slots. At this 
time the hotel has provided only 12 slots for ses
sions. The board is discussing how everyone can 
be accommodated. Some of the larger symposia 
may be shortened so all can be heard. 

Remember. the deadline for contributed papers is 
January 15, 1992. Because of the heavy sympo
sia response, space for contributed papers will be 
tight. Don't wait until the last minute to mail your 
abstract. The form for contributed papers. which 
is to accompany the abstract, is printed again in 
this newsletter. 

If you have any questions concerning facilities or 
accommodations, contact the Arrangement Chair, 
Mike Mcintyre at (818) 574-5274. 

Questions concerning the symposia, contributed 
papers, rooms for group meetings. or tbe plenary 
session and banquet speaker should be directed to 
the Program Chair, Joanne M. Mack at (714) 621-
8000, ext. 4278 or FAX (714) 621-8576. 

r----~----------------Desert Studies Center 
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Offers Courses 

EthnoBotany Spend a weekend in the desert liv
ing as the Mojave Desert Indians did many years 
ago. Ethnobotany: Plants Used by the Mojave 
Desert Indians will be offered at the Desert Stud
ies Center, February 14-16, 1992. In this course 
you will discover the many plants uses of local 
plants. Projects will include cooking and sam
pling plant foods, mixing glue, making a toy and 
more. The course is $114 and includes five meals 
beginning with breakfast on Saturday and two 
nights' lodging at the Center. 

Death Valley Archaeology Spend the weekend of 
March 27-29. 1992 in Death Valley exploring the I 
local archaeology. Through slides, lectures and I 
field trips, you will see 9 ,000 years of Death Val- I 
ley's cultural h eritage and learn abot:t the env1- I 
ronmental setting. The course fee is $75 with two I 
units of professional development credit available I 
for an additional fee. I 

I 
For more information or to register, call the Office 1 of Extended Education at California State Univer-

1 
L s.:;y_:. ~~ ~~'!:d.!.n~ J7.,!;42, ~8~-~9~1~ ___ -· 
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[SCA Annual Budget 1991-92 FY) 

A prel1mlnary budget was deveJoped in July and pre
sented to the Executive Board at !ts October 11 
meeting. Modifications were made at that time, and 
the Board agreed that the following numbers would 
be used as a working budget pending fin.al approval 
at the next board meeting. 

Balance Forward $2.405.68 

Income 
Membershtp Due 12,000.00 
Publications 100.00 
Advertising 150.00 
Interest 400.00 
Donations 100.00 
Annual Meeting 10,000.00 
Miscellaneous 1,000.00 
Total Income 23,750.00 
Total Assets 26.155.68 

Eicpenses 
Newsletter 8,400.00 
Proceedings 4,500.00 
Other Publications 0.00 
Executive Board Expenses 1.800.00 
Committee Expenses 400.00 
Cooperating Organl7,ations 1,350.00 
Data Shartng Meetings 300.00 
Business Office 2,500.00 
Annual Meeting 3,800.00 
Miscellaneous 100.00 
Total Expenditures 23.150.00 

Net Gain 91/92 Operations 600.00 
Balance Forward $3005.68 

The finances are relatively tight again thts year. Al
though the budget shows a slight surplus for the 
year the level of uncertainty regarding income is 
rather high, Consequently. we opted to be conserva
tive in our spending. We hope that, as the year pro
gresses. we will be able to make some additional 
commitments to programs. 

We are involved Jn a major fund-raising effort to as
sist Archaeology Week and other publlc service pro
grams. Thls campaign was not envisioned when the 
budget was put together initlally in July and ls shap
ing up to be very successful. We fully expect to leave 
the SCA With a larger surplus than we had at the be
g!nnlng of the fiscal year. 

6
-----.._ 

•, .~ 

·[$ •. . . 
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Sonoma State University 
Department of Anthropology 

Position Opportunity 

The Department of Anthropology at Sonoma 
State University (Rohnert Park, CA) invites 
applications for a full-time, tenure track posi
tion at Assistant or Associate Professor level 
in Archaeology beginning Fall (late August) 
1992. Duties are split between half-time 
teaching and half-time admln!stration. The 
successful candidate will teach undergradu
ate and graduate courses in Archaeology and 
Cultural Resources Management. supervise 
M.A. thesis research, special studies, and in
ternships. The appointee v.111 also assume 
overall responsibility for admlnistermg and 
directing the Anthropological Studies Center 
contracts and grant program, including the 
Center's Cultural Resources Facility, the CA 
Northwest Infonnatlon Center, a Collections 
Facility, Obsidian Hydration Lab, Archaeolo
gy and Ethnographic Labs, and Office of In
terpretive and Outreach Services. 

Candidates must have a Ph.D. awarded be
fore 1992, and qualify as a Prehistoric and 
Historical Archaeologist according to criteria 
set by lhe Secretary of the Interior's Stan
dards and Guidelines for Archaeology and 
Historical Preservation; OR Qualify by criteria 
set by the Society of Professional Archaeolo
gists for "Field Research," and in one of the 
following: "Archaeological Admlnistratlon, 
Archaeological Resources Management. or 
History Archaeology." Successful experience 
In overall management or direction of several 
major, long term and complex archaeological 
and related investigations are also required. 

For full details of the position, qualifications, 
rank, salary. and application requirements, 
call (707) 664-2312 or fax (707) 664-2505 
Anthropology Department Secretary, or write: 
Secretary, Department of Anthropology. Son

oma State Universii:y, Rohnert Park, CA 
94928. Deadline for postmark of applica
tions is February 28, 1992 or March 27, 
1992. 

An AA/EEO Employer. 
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North American Archaeologist Is 
Looking For Contributions 

(And Subscriptions) 
by Mike Glassow, U. C. Santa Barbara 

In conversations With a number of California ar
chaeologists, I have learned that many out here 
on the west coast are not aware of the journal, 
North American Archaeologist. and if they are 
aware. they assume that it focuses on archaeolo
gy of the eastern U.S. In fact. the journal (issued 
quarterly) is in its 12th year of publication and 
has published articles concerning archaeology 
throughout North America, including California. 
Bobby Greenwood and I serve as regional advtso
ry editors. 

Most articles are regional in scope, concerning 
both prehistoric and historic archaeology. Many 
are based on contract research. Some articles 
are more theoretical or methodological. although 
the relevance to North American archaeology is 
always apparent. The editor is interested in re
ceiving more submissions from the west coast. so 
if you have some interesting research that you 
would like to share with a national audience. 
consider this journal. 

Instructions for submitting articles to North 
American Archaeologist can be found on the last 
page of an issue. If a research library accessible 
to you does not carry the journal. contact the ed
itor, Roger W. Moeller, Archaeological Services, 
68 Sunny Ridge Road, Box 386. Bethlehem. CT 
06751. Subscriptions are $36.00/year and 
should be submitted to the publisher, Baywood 
Publishing Co., 26 Austin Avenue. P. 0. Box 337. 
Amityville, NY 11701. 

Proto-Colonial Research 
an annual newsletter for the study of 
european expansion has just issued its 
fifth number in 1991. It contains a 
wealth of information on research oppor
tunities, meetings and reports of com
pleted projects surrounding the Quincen
tennary year. Subscription rates are 
$5.00, payable to Robert L. Hoover. So
cial Sciences Department. California Pol
ytechnic State University, San Luis Obis
po, CA 93407. Please state that you 
wish to start with the 1991 issue, con
taining a calendar of events for 1992. 
~ 
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STATE HISTORIC RESOURCES 
COMMISSION MEETING 

The State Historic Resources Commission Will 
hold its quarterly meeting in Sacramento at the 
State Capitol building on February 7, 1992. The 
agenda will include a discussion and public forum 
regarding standards for curation of prehistoric 
and historic artifacts. 

The State Historic Resources Commission has the 
responsibility to establish policies and guidelines 
regarding the preservation of California's heritage. 
This includes a mandate to develop guidelines for 

the curation of archaeological collections. This is 
an important issue and we would appreciate your 
input. 

If you would like to attend the meeting, or com
ment by letter, please contact Sandy Elder. Exec
utive Secretary, at 916/653-0877; or address 
your comments to the State Historic Resources 
Commission, Department of Parks and Recrea
tion, P. O. Box 942896, Sacramento, CA 94296-
0001. For additional information, please call 
Commissioner Patricia Martz at 213/343-2445 or 
714/559-6490. 

r----------------------, 
1 Archeological Field And Lab 1 

: Positions Available • 
I I 
1 Chambers Group will be hiring 1 
1 people for the positions of crew I 
1 chief, lab director, and field and : 
: lab archaeologists for data recov- 1 
1 ery excavations at five sites in 1 
1 Orange County. The project is 1 
1 slated to begin in Februaiy-March 1 

1992 with a projected field time of 
three months. Please send curric
ulum vitae including list of refer
ences to Dr. Philip de Barros, Di
rector of Cultural Resources, 
Chambers Group, Inc., 1761-A E. 
Garry Avenue, Santa Ana, CA 
92705. Field and lab archaeologist 
positions range from $10 - $13/ 
hr.; crew chief and lab director po
sitions from $16-$20/hr 

L----------------------... 
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SOCIETY FOR CALIFORNIA ARCHAEOLOGY 

1992 ANNUAL MEETING 

APRIL 24 - 26, PASADENA 

ABSTRACT FOR PAPER 

DEADLINE - JA."«!ARY 15, 1992 

;,, Paper 

" 
Type of Paper [Please check one): 

__ Contributed Paper (20 mmutes) 

__ Organized Symposium Paper (20 minutes) 

Title of Symposium, ___________________________ , _____ _ 

Audio-Visual equipment needed [please check): 

Blackboard__ Slide Projector ___ _ 

Flip Chart__ Film Projector ___ _ 

VCR Overhead Projector __ 

Please submit all forms and abstracts to: 

Dr. Joanne M. Mack, SCA Program Chair 
Department of Sociology and Anthropology 
425 North College Avenue 
Pomona College 
Claremont. California 91711 
FAX: 714/621-8403 

Abstract on a separate page (format: author's name, affiliation. title: abstract of no more than 100 words. 
typed. single spaced). 



Society for California Archaeology 
Department of Anthropology 
California State Universitv 
Fullerton, CA 92634 • 
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!l February 29-May 24. 1992 "Objects of Myth 
and Memory" (A major travelling exhibition of · 
American Indian art from the collections of the 
Brooklyn Museum), Oakland Museum. Oak & 
10th St .. Oakland. 

n March 20. 1992 Native American Heritage 
Commission Meeting, Resources Bldg. 1416 
9th St., Sacramento. 

Q April 8 · 12, 1992, 57th Annual Meeting for the 
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Q April 24-26 1992 SCA Annual Meeting, 
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