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Despite an :Impressive body of synthetic literature, 
few formal excavations have been conducted in the 
Owens Valley proper and culture-historical recon
structions are reliant on smf ace data or extrapola
tions .with neighboring areas (e.g. Rose Spring). This 
situation is changing (Bettinger 1989; Bettinger et al. 
1984; Delacorte and McGuire 1990), but the Lubkin 
Creek site (CA-INY-30) remains unique for its long 
occupation, assemblage breadth. and most impor
tantly, its remarkable depositional integrity. Occu
pied for much of the Holocene, the site has yielded 
tpwards of 9,000 formal artifacts, 43,000 unmodi
led flakes, and 35,000 plant and animal remains, 
iroviding data on close to 200 bedrock features, 15 

domestic structures, and 21 intra- and extramural 
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r----------------------~ 
ACTION-- I 
Please send your letter supporting 1 
increased appropriations for historic 1 
preservation to: 1 

The Honorable Robert Byrd 
Chairman 
Subcommittee on the Interior 
Committee on Appropriations 
United States Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
_I 
I 

with copies to your representatives. I 
Ed. Note: See Sonia Tamez's article on the Wash- I 
ington Scene on page 8. I 

L----------------------~ 
facilities. But the significance of this site lies neither 
in the extensive inventory nor time-depth, rather the 
excellent spatio-temporal controls offered by the in
tact deposit. Radiocarbon analysis, source-specific 
obsidian hydration, (Continued on page 3) 
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President's Message ) 
The California Office of Historic Preservation (OHP) is 
the key agency for archaeology throughout the state. 
Along with other responsibilities, OHP (1) manage: 
the regional archaeological information centers. (2 
reviews Section 106 documentation, (3) acts as staf. 
to the State Historic Resources Commission, and (4) 
provides general policy guidelines relevant to archae
ological and historical preservation. Unfortunately, 
OHP did not enjoy consistent support under the ten
ure of Governor Deulanejian, and this limited the 
agency's effectiveness in fulfilling its many responsi
bilities. Fortunately, the prospects for increased at
tention and support under the administration of 
Governor Wilson appear to be considerably brighter. 
An example of this improvement is the formation of a 
the Historic Preservation Task Force by Resources 
Agency Secretary Douglas Wheeler. 

At the invitation of OHP. I attended the first meeting 
of this task force on June 12. Discussion at that 
meeting focused on the incomplete agenda for histor: 
ical preservation established by the 1984 California 
Heritage Task Force and on new priorities that 
should be established for the 1990s. On the behalf 
of SCA, I offered the following priorities: (1) Stable 
support for the archaeological information centers, 
(2) Increased role of OHP in the CEQA process. (3) 
State support in addressing the curation crisis, and 
(4) Governor's support for public interaction projects 
such as Archaeology Week. I also pointed out that 
the creation of a comprehensive Cultural Resourn 
Management Plan was one of the key unfulfilled rec 
ommendations of the 1984 task force. 

During the course of this summer, the Historic Pres
ervation Task Force will be compiling priorities and 
recommendations for historical and archaeological 
preservation. Because we are dealing at the cabinet 
level with Secretary Wheeler, we will have a direct 
line to the Governor. This represents a unique op
portunity to influence the state government process. 
I solicit input from all SCA members as to where ar
chaeological preservation should head in coming 
years. Please let me or other SCA officers know 
where you think our priorities should lie. 

The Task Force has formed four committees: 

Planning/Regulation/Protection - Christy McAvoy 
(California Preservation Foundation). Chair 

Preservation Incentives - Kathy Burns (National 
Trust for Historic Preservation). Chair 

State Program/ Analysis of 1984 Priorities/Stable 
Funding Sources for the Program (including OHP 
and SHRC) - Jamie Cleland (SCA), Chair 

(Continued on page 3) 
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Presidents Message 
(Continued from page 2) 

Public Awareness/Education - Rand Herbert 
(Cali fornia Council for the Promotion of History), 
Chair 

Each committee is currently formulating its plans for 
the summer. In my role as chair of the State Pro
gram committee, I hope to assist in the formulation 
of specific goals for OHP and SHRC that will ensure 
a broad-based and comprehensive approach to his
toric preservation. SCA will also work closely with 
the other committees so that the concerns of Califor
nia archaeologists are heard and considered. 

Secretary Wheeler mentioned that the Growth Man
agement Council will be holding public hearings in 
13 cities throughout the state this summer. It 
would be helpful if SCA members concerned with the 
interface of growth management and archaeological 
preservation could attend these meetings and ex
press their views. 

Special Note: I would like to apologize to Les Ross 
and John Johnson for my mistake in my last Presi
dent's Message. I incorrectly identified John as cur
rent co-chair of the Curation Committee. Actually, 
John is the outgoing chair; Les is the new co-chair. 
John worked hard during his tenure to start the 
committee and formulate its priorities, and he con
tinues to serve as a committee member. Les and 
Jim Woodward are currently taking the lead in put
ting together recommendations for ways to alleviate 
the curation crisis. 

James Cleland, President 

~----------------------· 1 DATA SHARING MEETING 
I 
I The Southern California Data Sharing 
I Meeting will be held October 5, 1991, 
1 from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. at the Los 
I Angeles County Museum. Dr. Charles 
1 Rozaire will be SCNs host. Please submit 
: your paper abstract as soon as possible 
It~: 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

Beth Padon 
LSA Associates 

1 Park Plaza 
Suite 500 

Irvine, CA 92714 
(714) 553-0666 

L----------------------~ 
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Lubkin Creek 
(Continued from page 1) 

time-sensitive artifacts, and unusually clean strati
graphic discontinuities were used to delimit discrete 
component units for each of the major intervals of 
occupation. This continues to be extremely dtificult 
at many sites in central-eastern California, where as
semblages can only be seriated in the most cursory 
fashion. Lubkin Creek offers the opportunity to ex
amine changing land-use patterns from the vantage 
of a single locality over roughly 9,000 years. 

Located about 7 km south of Lone Pine and 2 km 
northwest of Owens Lake, CA-INY-30 sits on the 
upper reaches of massive alluvial fans that emanate 
from the Alabama Hills. Cultural debris is evident 
across an area of 100,000 sq m, most of it north of 
the present Lubkin Creek channel. The site is bi
sected by Highway 395, the Los Angeles Aqueduct 
follows its western margin. A trailer park in the 
northwest quadrant has impacted an unknown, but 
sizeable portion of the deposit. Punctuating this 
larger accumulation are a number of discrete con
centrations of artifacts, housepit depressions, bed
rock features, and midden. Uniform on-site vegeta
tion consists of desert scrub. Adjacent stretches of 
Lubk.in Creek are now dry, but prior to diversion 
supported a rich riparian association. Other w:tland 
habitats were found along the Owens River (6·7 km 
east) and around springs in the Diaz Lake area ( 1 km 
north); alkaline-adapted, lacustrine communities 
fronted portions of Owens Lake. 

First recorded by Harry Riddell in 1949, the lubkin 
Creek site was re-recorded in 1979 by Caltrans per
sonnel in anticipation of realignments to the high
way. A formal evaluation program, conducted by Far 
Western under contract to Caltrans, was initiated in 
1985 (Basgall et al. 1986), followed by a major data 
recovery effort in late 1986, and limited salvage work 
in 1987 (Basgall and McGuire 1988). Initial surface 
inspections identified three activity loci 'and two ma
jor midden areas. The former included Locus A, a 
cluster of sL"'C house depressions and associated de
bris along the southwest perimeter of the site; Locus 
B, a cluster of three housepits and midden in the 
north-central part of the accumulation; and Locus C, 
a large exposure of granitic boulders with numerous 
cupule petroglyphs, bedrock slicks, and mortars sur
rounded by a smear of dark, carbon-rich soil on a 
knoll about 200 m to the southwest. Forming an ir
regular swath between loci A-C was an extensive, 
shallow midden, and a sparse scatter of artifacts was 
noted on the fan above and adjacent to Locus B. 

Some 80,000 sq m of the site were subjected to sys
tematic surface collection. Activity loci were gridded 
into lOxlO m quadrats, with complete recovery of 
constituents, while intervening surfaces were 
(Continued on page 4) 
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Lubkin Creek 
(Continued from page 3) 

segregated into 50x50 m blocks with selective collec
tion. Small, diagnostic artifacts (flaked stone tools, 
ceramics, etc.) were retrieved, but larger items (mill
ing equipment, cobble tools, etc.) were simply classi
fied and plotted. Test phase excavation involved ex
posure of20 lxl-m units and hand-trenching of three 
house depressions. Units corroborated the presence 
of buried deposit in all major artifact concentrations 
and revealed a subsurlace structure that lacked ob
vious surlace indications. Housepit trenches en
countered intact floors (at depths up to a meter}, 
overlain by collapsed, burnt structural supports and 
roof-thatching in each case. Chronometric data ac
quired during the evaluation program testified to the 
presence of at least four temporal components at 
Lubkin Creek, a sparse northern midden dating to 
the Lake Mohave/Little Lake intervals (pre-3300 
B.P.), buried features of Newberry vintage (3300-
1350 B.P.) in the central midden, basal deposit of 
Haiwee age (1350-650 B.P.) in Locus C, and exten
sive house clusters and middens attributable to the 
Marana period (650-100 B.P.). That occupation ex
tended into historic times was indicated by glass 
trade beads in Locus B. · 

Anned with better information regarding site struc
ture, data recovery and salvage excavations were 

b -1HS31 
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Figure· 2. Cache of Humboldt Basal-notched bifaces, 
Stnlcture 14. 
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focused on discrete component areas. Backhoe 
trenches (101 m) were positioned in the central and ~ 
north middens in the hope of finding buried features 
or concentrations of cultural debris. Trenches locat-
ed ·two buried structures and a number of extramu-
ral features that would otherwise have been missed. 
using random pit exposures (two additional houses 
and several features were identified during salvage 
grading operations). Hand-excavation was centered 
either in feature contexts, identified through me
chanical means, or middens known to have signifi
cant content. All told, over 80 cu m of deposit was 
given to controlled e.""Ccavation, leading to complete 
exposure of six houses, partial hand-trenching of six 
others, and evaluation of 21 features. 

The north midden at Lubkin Creek contains mixed 
materials attributable to both the Lake Mohave and 
Little Lake periods. Projectile points include two 
edge-ground Lake Mohave stem fragments (more oc
cur in Riddell's collection) and several Little Lake se
ries forms. Hydration measurements on artifacts 
traced to the Coso volcanic field and Casa Diablo av
erage 11.2 and 12.4 microns, respectively; means 
convert to ages of ca. 8600-8800 B.P. using source
specific rates (Basgall 1990; Hall and Jackson 1989). 
Apart from points, the sparse deposit yielded bifaces 
in various stages of reduction, formal and casual 
flake tools, cores, core-cobble implements, consider
able debitage, and scattered animal bone but no 
milling tools. Debitage is dominated by biface thin
ning flakes; 

4 

pressure retouch debris is conspicuous by its near 
absence. Relatively high Jevels of raw material dive 
sity (obsidian, cryptocrystallines, fine-grained ign 
ous) extend into the obsidian source profiles, whic 
contain glass from at least five known and five un
known quarry localities (Basgall 1989). The small 
faunal sample from this component includes artio
dactyl, rodent, waterlowl, and reptile remains, with 
large mammals comprising just over a third of the 
inventory. 

Site occupation during the Newberry period was 
more intensive, represented by four buried houses, a 
discrete refuse pit, and materials associated with 
these features. Projectile points include 10 Elko, 20 
Humboldt Basal-notched, and a single Humboldt 
Concave-base variant. Six radiocarbon dates from 
the structures range from 1860 plus or minus 70 to 
1220 plus or minus 70 B.P., and hydration values 
average 5.3-5.4 microns for Coso and 4.9-5.0 for 
Casa Diablo: the latter convert to ages of ca. 1500-
1700 B.P., fullv consistent with the C-14 assays. 
The four Newberry houses are large (4-5 min diame
ter), containing well-developed floor strata, burnt 
structural remains, and a large quantity of tools, de
bitage, and organic residue (Figure l}. Still servicea
ble points, bifacial preforms or knives, milling imple
ments, and bone awl (metapodial) blanks had been 
cached within three of the structures (Figure 2}. 
(Continued on page 5) 
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Lubkin Creek 
{Continued from page 4) 

Tools scattered within floor and feature matrix in
cluded a variety of bif acial forms, casual and formal 
flake tools, multidirectional cores, core-cobble imple
ments, millingstones and handstones, drills, beads, 
and bone tools. Near-equal proportions of thinning 
and pressure flakes reflect emphasis on both tool 
production· and finishing/resharpening. Somewhat 
reduced lithic variability still incorporates obsidian 
from five known and three unknown sources, with a 
significant representation of northern quarries (140-
210 km distant). Milling equipment is characterized 
by well-shaped, heavily used tools. Fauna from New
berry contexts include a range of artlodactyls, lago
morphs, rodents, birds, reptiles, and fish, the princi
pal taxa within these groups comprising mountain 
sheep, hares, and grebes. Flotation-derived, plant 
macrofossils are abundant and show a decided dry
land emphasis (grasses, goosefoot, box-thorn, and 
blazing-star). Notably, significant amounts of pinyon 
were also recovered. 

Discrete deposit ascribable to the Haiwee period was 
scarce at CA-INY-30, the oruy intact context consist
ing of a deep pit feature underlying Marana-age mid
den in Locus C. Dating is based on five Rose Spring 
points, radiocarbon assays of 960 plus or minus 100 
and 760 plus or minus 100 B.P., and mean 
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Figure 3. Structure 8 wall profile. 
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hydration of 4.4 microns on Coso obsidian (convert
ing to ca. 980 B.P.). Other artifacts found in this de
posit included a handful ofbifaces, flake tools, sever
al milling implements, and a few pieces of modified 
bone. Debitage shows increasing concern with pres
sure retouch and flake-based reduction strategies. 
Although other forms are present, rabbits were the 
dominant prey taxa in the limited sample. Paleobo
tanical remains reflect exploitation of diverse micro
environments: dropseed, bulrush, rush, and blaz
ing-star comprising the most abundant seeds. 

The most impressive occupation at Lubkin Creek 
dates to the Marana period. Three housepit clusters 
(representing 11 structures) were identified, together 
with a large bedrock milling area and several exten
sive middens (with another large, late milling area/ 
midden west of the aqueduct [Bouey 1990]). The 
scale of late occupation is underscored by the recov
ery of over 4500 sherds of Owens Valley Brown Ware 
pottery from the site surface (1250 more from buried 
contexts). Eleven radiocarbon dates on seven hous
es range from 710 plus or minus 70 to 180 plus or 
minus 60 B.P., while hydration measurements (Coso) 
from late prehistoric contexts average 2.3-3.5 mi
crons (converting to 220-580 B.P .) . Some 17 Desert 
Side-notched and 21 Cottonwood series points were 
recovered from .intact Marana deposit, together with 
102 late period shell and 23 steatite beads; 18 glass 
beads occurred primarily in one structure. The 
smaller (3-4 m), Marana period structures were less 
(Continued on'page 6) 
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Lubkin Creek 
(Continued from page 5) 

elaborate than their Newberry counterparts, showing 
less substantial floor preparation and containing rel
atively little residential debris [Figure 3). Artifacts 
included bifaces. drills, flake tools, an extensive cob
ble tool and milling inventory, bone tools, ceramics, 
as well as charred basketry and numerous ornament 
types (shell, bone, and stone). Debitage suggests a 
flake-based orientation with little evidence of biface 
reduction; scavenging of lithic material was preva
lent. Raw material diversity is much reduced. most 
flaked stone comprising obsidian from the Coso vol
canic field. Unlike the Newberry pattern, the Marana 
milling equipment tends to be little modified and 
clearly expedient. Subsistence debris, both faunal 
and floral, displays a strong wetland orientation. 
Waterfowl constitute nearly 50% of the bone assem
blage and freshwater mussel occurs in significant 
amounts for the first time. Paleobotanical remains 
are less diverse, dominated by tansy mustard, ditch
grass, bulrush, rush, and cattail seeds. While only 
moderatefy abundant, pinyon nutshell was ubiqui
tous across sampled contexts. 

Although these attenuated summaries cannot hope 
to portray the full CA-INY-30 record, they highlight 
some major implications. Sparse deposit attributed 
to the Lake Mohave/Little Lake interval produced a 
functionally narrow assemblage consistent with 
hunting activities. The lack of milling equipment 
suggests that vegetal use was not an important com
ponent of early occupations. Marked lithic diversity 
in both tool and waste categories speaks to high set
tlement mobility and regular travel to a range of sur
rounding areas. In themselves, the elaborate New
berry age dwellings testify to a greater degree of 
occupational permanence. This inference is bol
stered by the breadth of associated cultural debris 
and the range of habitat exploitation implied by the 
faunal and floral residues. Lubkin Creek was proba
bly a seasonal residential base used by several fami
lies. A prevalence of northern obsidians in the flaked 
stone kit, occurring primarily as spent or cached 
tools, implies that movements may have been along 
a north-south, valley-wide axis. Finally, moderate 
pinyon remains in certain of the Newberry contexts 
document some use of the resource by 2000 B.P. or 
so. 

Evidence of site use during the Haiwee period was 
min;imal. though recovery of 28 Rose Spring points 
and Haiwee-age beads from disturbed contexts (sur
face and mixed deposits) must reflect at least ephem
eral occupation. Similarities between the extant 
Haiwee assemblage and far more robust Marana re
mains suggest that many facets of the regional adap
tation remained consistent through both periods, but 
some differences must have existed. An extensive 
(Continued on page 17) 
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News And Views From The 
Office Of Historic Preservation 

by Thad M. Van Bueren 
OHP Liaison 

" 
Although OHP activities will continue to be affected 
in the short term by the State of California's widely 
publicized budgetary problems, prospects for future 
improvement of our historic preservation program 
appear good. In large measure this has to do with 
the perspectives of the incoming Wilson Administra
tion, which promise to elevate the role of historic 
preservation. Governor Pete Wilson has included the 
creation of a California Register of Historic Places in 
the 14 Point Environmental Plan he announced on 
Earth Day. His appointments of Resources Agency 
Secretary Douglas Wheeler and Undersecretary Mi
chael Mantell are particularly auspicious. Both 
Wheeler and Mantell have strong backgrounds in 
historic preservation. 

Wheeler's experience includes positions as Executive 
Vice President of the National Trust for Historic Pres
ervation, Executive Director of the Sierra Club, Exec
utive Vice Presic,lent of the World Wildlife Fund and 
the Conservation Foundation, and President of the 
Farmland Trust. Mantell's background includes ex
perience as the General Counsel of the World Wildlife 
Fund and the Conservation Foundation. Mantell has 
also written A Handbook on Historic Preseroation Law 
and Creating Successful CommW?:ities: A Guideb()(lk 
on Growth Management Strategies. Both Wheeli 
and Mantell have promoted the "Successful Cornrm 
nities" concept as a growth management strategy. 
The concept stresses conservation of the distinctive 
qualities of ·a given community, including historic 
and archaeological resources, neighborhorn;ls, natu
ral resources, and other resources that enhance the 
identity of that locale. 

In recent presentations at the California Preservation 
Conference in Santa Barbara (May 10, 1991) both 
Wheeler and Mantell indicated strong support for 
historic preservation. Wheeler subsequently invited 
OHP management, the SCA, the National Trust for 
Historic Preservation, the California Preservation 
Foundation, and the California Committee for the 
Promotion of History to a June 12 meeting that fo
cused on a discussion of the largely unrealized rec
ommendations contained in the California Heritage 
Task Force's 1984 report. A Historic Preservation 
Task Force was formed to examine the 1984 recom
mendations and set priorities for implementing 
measures that retain importance. 

In addition, Governor Wilson has given the Office of 
Planning and Research increased importance in his 
administration. OPR will be responsible for develop
ing statewide policy on growth management with 
(Continued on page 7) 
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Office of Historic Preservation 
(Continued from page 6) 

input from the Resources Agency, other state and lo
cal government entities, and the public. A Growth 
Management Council has been appointed to formu
late this policy. 

These developments offer you a significant opportu -
nity for involvement in the formulation of state policy 
and the choice of program priorities. Decisions 
made during the course of the next year will likely 
have a strong bearing on the directions taken by 
OHP and the state for years to come. I would strong
ly urge you to make your opinions known either to 
the SCA President, or directly to decision makers at 
OHP, OPR and the Resources Agency. The following 
contacts are provided for your use: 

Carol Whiteside 
Assistant Resources Secretary 
The Resources Agency of California 
1416 Ninth Street 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
916/445-5656 

. Kathryn Gualteiri 
State Historic Preservation Officer 
Department of Parks and Recreation 
P. 0. Box 942896 
Sacramento, CA 94296-0001 

Richard Sybert, Director 
Office of Planning and Research 
1400 Tenth Street 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

r----------------------, 
Data Sharing Meeting 

The Northern California Data Sharing 
Meeting will be held October 12, 1991 
from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. at California 
State University; Chico. Please submit 
your paper abstract as soon as possible 
to: 

Frank Bayham 
Department of Anthropology 

California State University 
Chico, CA 95929 

I (916) 898-4300 
I 
I 
I 
I 

L----------------------~ 
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PUBLIC INTERACTION 
COMMITIEE UPDATE 

As you read in the last Newsletter, this connnittee's 
first goal is to organize a state-Wide Archaeology 
Week. After some discussion amongst committee 
members we have settled on the week of May 11-17, 
1992, during which we hope to have displays and 
events throughout the state. 

Now is the time for all SCA members who are affiliat
ed With museums, teaching institutions, visitor cen
ters, or any other entity that has contact With the 
public, to arrange for some type of recognition of Ar
chaeology Week. Anything that increases archaeolo
gy's visibility to the public, such as displays, talks 
and slide shows, visits to excavations or archaeologi
cal centers. is appropriate. Let me urge you to act 
now as most facilities schedule displays and events 
at least one year in advance. 

7 

Please remember to let the northern or southern 
sub-committee chair know what arrangements you 
have made by July 30 so that we can determine 
which. areas of the state need additional attention. 
Call either Beth Padon at (714J 553-0666, or Elyn 
Walker at (707) 987-9157. For suggestions or ques
tions about this committee call Roynane (Ro) Lisk at 
(707) 938-5446 or Christian Gerike at (209) 474-
3121. 

r-----------~----------, 

Next Newsletter Deadline 
August 15, 1991 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

The SCA welcomes articles and let- : 
ters from readers. The writer's 1 
name, address and daytime phone 
number must· be included. Contri
butions must be double spaced and 
may be edited for clarity and length. 
Articles do not necessarily reflect 
the position or opinion of the Socie
ty. Please send material and graph
ics· to Editor Valerie Levulett, 915 
Mesa Street, Morro Bay, CA 93442. 
Work - (805) 549-3669 or home 
772-1971 

L-------------~--------~ 
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The View from the Hill 
by Sonia Tamez 

The 102 Congress is actively addressing a number of 
issues for the Native American and historic preserva
tion communities. For the current status of Native 
American legislation, please see Robert Laidlaw's ex
cellent summary of introduced bills (Newsletter, 
May 1991). I want to focus my conunents on strate
gy and action items. 

This is the 25th Anniversary of the Historic Preserva
tion Act. Thus far, over 13 Senators have signed on 
in support of increased appropriations for the Histor
ic Preservation Fund. This fund supports the work 
of the State Historic Preservation Offices and the Na
tional Trust for Historic Preservation. 

Last year, Congress appropriated $34.5 million from 
the fund. For Fiscal Year 1992, the Administration 
has requested $35.9 million. Appropriations at the 
$40 million level reconunended by Senators Leahy 
and Fowler and others would provide modest. but 
much needed additional support. The Senate is cur
rently in the process of developing its budget. Mark
up is expected to occur over the next couple of 
months. 

Recently, here in Washington, I attended a National 
Tribal Leaders Forum - Seizing the Initiative: Indi
an Tribes and A National Legislative Agenda for the 
1990s. The purpose of the meeting was to develop a 
comprehensive strategy in order to achieve a legisla
tive agenda. The forum also enabled tribal leaders to 
increase their access to the legistlative process. 

Participants included members of the Senate Select 
Committee on Indian Affairs and over a hundred rep
resentatives from tribes throughout the country. 
Senator Daniel Inouye, Chairman of the Senate Se
lect Committee was a major force in initiating the 
forum. He is joined by Representative George Miller, 
Chair of the House Interior and Insular Affairs Com
mittee in insisting that Congress examine the con
cerns of Indians "from their point of view." 

The forum was initiated in recognition that the 
courts cannot be relied upon to support Indian 
rights to land, resources, and trust protection. Re
cent setbacks for tribes in the US Supreme Court 
mark the shift from adjudication to legislation. 

Senator Inouye, Chairman of the Senate Select Com
mittee on Indian Affairs, urged the tribes to clevelop a 
national Indian legislative agenda that would reflect 
issues common to all tribes. Such an agenda would 
not substitute for nor detract from issues and initia
tives specific to a tribe, but would complement them. 

The Legislative Agenda is still in development. Based 
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on my attendance and discussions, the following 
issue areas have emerged: 

1. Reinforcement of American Indian cultural and 
religious freedom: 

2. Enhancement of American Indian tribal govern
ment; 

3. Restoration and acknowledgement of 
non-recognized tribes: 

4. Reinforcement of government-to-government 
relationship between tribes and the federal 
government: 

5. Native economic development and 
self-sufficiency: 

6. Development and maintenance of reservation 
infrastructure: 

7. Protection of natural and cultural resources: 
and 

8. Provisions for education and health care. 

Programs and services provided by many Federal 
and state agencies will be affected by legislation in 
these areas. There will also be opportunities for fur
ther cooperation between Indian communities and 
the historic preservationists, especially with respect 
to sacred lands protection and cultural resource 
~~n~g~m~~-- ________________ .. 

1 26th Annual Meeting 1 
Slated for Pasadena 1 

The SCA's 26th annual meeting will be 
held April 24 - April 26, 1992 at the Pa
sadena Hilton. Michael Mcintyre of An
geles National Forest will serve as Local 
Arrangements Chair. Joanne Mack of Po
mona College will be the Program Chair. 

The Executive Board agreed to change the 
dates of the meeting as previously an
nounced when it became known that the 
Society for American Archaeology Meet
ings were scheduled for April 8 - 12, 
1992. 

Volunteers and potential symposium or
ganizers should contact Joanne at the De
partment of Sociology and Anthropology, 
425 North College Avenue, Pomona Col
lege, Claremont, CA 91711-6361. (714) 
621-8000 extension 4278. 

L-------------~--------• 
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News On Curation 
by Lester A. Ross 

At the 25th AnniVersary Annual Meeting of the SCA. 
a symposium was held entitled 'Visionary Approach 
to Curation for the 21st Century," organized by Ro
nald V. May. Four papers addressed the status and 
concerns of specific museums, one reviewed the stat
us of curation in northern California, one discussed 
concerns of the U.S. Army Corps ·of Engineers. and 
one discussed . San Diego's approach for evaluating 
its future curation requirements. Following these 
papers, discussants addressed shared concerns for 
the status of archaeological curation statewide. and 
an open discussion was moderated by John Johnson 
(Chainnan of the SCA Committee on Curation). Ma
jor issues discussed included: 1) many existing re
positories in California have ceased accepting CRM 
archaeological collections; 2) other repositories will 
soon cease or drastically reduce accepting collec
tions; 3) a few repositories have modified or will mod
ify their facilities to cope with the increase in collec
tions; 4) at least one new repository has been built to 
accept local collections; 5) with the creation of 36 
CFR Part 79, "Curation of Federally-Owned and Ad
ministered Archaeological Collections," there is in
creased opportunity to improve repositories accept
ing federal collections; and 6) because of ever
increasing implementation of CEQA by local govern
ments. and the lack of a State policy or guidelines for 
curation, non-federal repositories have limited ability 
to improve. 

Stated bluntly: Callfomla ls experiencing a crisis 
ln the curatlon of archaeological collections (a 
statement previously reflected in the "Report on the 
Status of California Archaeological Collection Reposi
tories." prepared by the Caltrans Curation Task 
Force. April 1990). The crisis is now well
documented, with many local. short-term solutions 
being implemented, but the long-term outlook is 
bleak. The major challenge still remaining ts: How 
to house. conserve and access the thousands of col
lections that will be created through ever-increasing 
implementation of the CEQA and NEPA processes? 

Participants. discussants and attendants of the sym
posium recommended that: 1) in lieu of a State poli
cy. the California Historical Resources Commission 
(HRC) adopt the Federal policy on curaUon of archae
ological collections to serve CEQA requirements; 2) 
the SCA Committee on Curation, currently co
chaired by Lester Ross and Jim Woodward. draft a 
long-term curation policy. to be reviewed by the SCA. 
for submission to the HRC for public review and 
adoption; 3) the SCA, together with the State Histor
ic Preservation Officer (SHPO). promote the curation 
of archaeological collections by reponsible reposito
ries; 4) the SCA establish an annual workshop/ 
symposium to inform CRM professionals and mu-

SCA NEWSLETTER 25 (4) 

seum curators of the special conservation and re
search concerns for archaeological collections; and 5) 
the SCA and SHPO work with the National Park Ser
vice (NPS) to address the larger regional and nation
wide issues and to stress the immediate concerns of 
California. 

9 

Many of these recommendations were regarded as 
action items which individuals volunteered to ini
tiate. Patricia Martz did raise the issue of adoption 
of the Federal curation standards with the HRC at its 
May meeting and agreed to organize a symposium on 
curation at the 1992 SCA meeting in Pasadena. Jim 
and I will draft a policy statement for curation com
mittee members this summer, aiming for a broader 
review by the SCA early in 1992. I will follow-up with 
contacts at the NPS San Francisco and Washington 
offices for information on a possible conference on 
national and regional concerns for curation. When 
the new governor appoints a SHPO, contacts will be 
initiated to address statewide curation concerns. 

The curation crisis in California cannot be solved 
this decade. but support for short-term solutions at 
local repositories can be promoted by all of us. 
Movement towards long-term solutions and the es
tablishment of regional repositories should proceed 
deliberately and persistently through the leadership 
of the SCA. Consistency both in the documentation 
of our problems and the expression of our require
ments will achieve adoption of public policies and 
guidelines. Reference to these policies and guide
lines will provide local and regional repositories with · 
opportunities for increased funding, facilities, cura
tion staffing, and adoption of appropriate conserva
tion practices. 

If you are interested in assisting the SCA Committee 
on Curation in these long-term endeavors, please 
contact me at the San Bernardino County Museum, 
2024 Orange Tree Lane. Redlands, CA 92374; or 
phone(714) 792-1497. 

Southern Region Update 
by Michael P. Sampson 

California Department of 
Parks and Recreation 

The following are brief descriptions of archaeological 
projects conducted within California State Parks in 
Southern California. The Southern Region of the 
California Department of Parks and Recreation 
(DPR). administers parks in eight counties. Inquiries 
regarding our archaeological program are welcome. 

Anza-Borrego Desert State Park. consisting of 
600,000 acres of diverse desert lands, lies in eastern 
San Diego County. Much archaeological work took 
place here in the 1980s and continues. 

(Continued on page 10) 
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Southern Region Update 
(Continued from page 9) 

Meg McDonald, Ph.D. candidate at UC Riverside, is 
nearing completion of her dissertation research on 
the Archaeology of Indian Hill Rockshelter and envi
rons. Due to its long cultural sequence, Indian Hill 
Rockshelter is an extraodinartly stgnificant site for 
Colorado Desert prehistory. Meg is complementing 
her analysis of excavation data from· the site with an 
intensive site survey of the immediate area. 

UC Riverside and DPR staff have completed a de
tailed recording of a large aboriginal village site at 
Santa Catarina Spring in Coyote Canyon (CA-SDi-
331). The site, mentioned in journals of the De Anza 
expedition of 177 4, has a dense surface distribution 
of artifacts, bone, and evidence of cremations extend
ing across a wide area. Katherine Siva Saubel and 
Alvino Siva, representatives of a local Cahuilla group, 
served as consultants. , Information on this project 
can be obtained from Eloise Barter (DPR Sacramen
to). 

In March 1990, Eloise Barter and Meg McDonald di
rected a team of volunteers from the Foundation for 
Field Research in site survey work within Sheep 
Canyon. A report is available through our office. 

Staff from UC Riverside, directed by Bruce Love, con
ducted survey work in the Lower Willows and Middle 
Willows areas of Coyote Canyon in April-May 1991. 
Both areas are rich in prehistoric cultural remains, 
including camps, m1lling stations, and rock art local
ities. Oral history interviews were conducted with 
Cahuilla Elder Alvino Siva regarding historic use of 
Coyote Canyon. A report is in progress. 

Eloise Barter directed site restoration activities in 
Lower Willows and Middle Willows in 1990 and 
1991. This project focused upon stabilizing midden 
deposits affected by stream and wind erosion. A 
DPR botanist assisted in revegetation efforts on sites: 
a DPR geologist studied stream effects and solutions 
to erosion. 

Crystal Cove State Park is located along the Orange 
County coast between Newport Beach and Laguna 
Beach. Archaeologists from the Keith Companies, di
rected by Roger Mason, conducted excavations at 
site CA-ORA-246 as impact mitigation for a reroute 
of State Highway 1. The site yielded a relatively low 
amount of stone artifacts and shell. Finds include 
an unusual plummet-shaped charmstone. Radiocar
bon dates aare forthcoming: the site apparently 
dates to the Millingstone Horizon. Analysis is in 
progress. 

San Onofre State Beach lies along the coast of 
southern Orange County and northern San Diego 
County. In 1990 and 1991, DPR archaeologists, un-
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der the direction of Phil Hines, conducted tests at 
and around site CA-SDi-8435. Many of the known 
sites in the park were reexamined as part of these 
studies. David Belardes, Juaneno representative, 
served as consultant and participated on the sur
veys. Betty Rivers (DPR. Sacramento) conductec 
oral history interviews with Juaneno elders, whicl 
produced new data on ethnogeography, plant uSt 
and other aspects of native culture. A report is 
available from DPR, Sacramento. 

Lake Perris State Recreation Area, situated in 
northwestern Riverside County, has numerous ar
chaeological sites, including some notable aboriginal 
rock art. Daniel McCarthy conducted an in-depth 
study of all rock art localities in the park, as well as 
a few sites just beyond park boundaries. The rock 
art sites show a diverse array of motifs rendered by 
paintings and by pecking. including an extraordi
nary painted maze (CA-RIV-21), a panel with painted 
handprints (CA-RIV-464), and other forms. Cupule 
petroglyphs are abundant throughout the study 
area. too. The report on the Lake Perris rock art will 
be published soon by the San Bernardino County 
Museum. Dan McCarthy and art conservator Con
stance Silver successfully removed spray paint from 
a sizeable pictograph panel at CA-RIV-419 without 
damage to aboriginal elements. 

Cuyamaca Rancho State Park, located in the 
mountains 40 miles east of San Diego, is an area 
rich in natural resources and countless archaeologi
cal sites. Ken Hedges and Diane Hamann analyzed 
the petroglyphs at CA-SDi-8862 on East Mesa. Ac· 
cording to Hedges and Hamann, the fifteen non· 
figurative elements "do not fit into customary defini· 
tions of rock art styles, cultural manifestations, or 
time periods". They have, however, identified two 
San Diego County sites and . one Riverside County 
site with some petroglyphs simJlar to those of CA
SDi-8862. This study will be published by the San 
Diego Museum of Man. 

Mount San Jacinto State Park includes a camp
ground within the Riverside County community of 
Idyllwtld. In 1989, DPR recorded an historic dump 
within the campground. A collection of artifacts and 
bone were unearthed inadvertently during routine 
landscaping work. Laurie Wilkie Farnsworth and 
Paul Farnsworth (now at Louisiana State University) 
analyzed this collection. Their study identified arti
facts dating back to the 1880s. The material, howev
er. is primarily associated with a sanitarium hotel 
which operated in Idyllwild in the 1890s and early 
1900s. The collection is curated at the UCLA Mu
seum of Cultural History. A report on the analysis is 
available from DPR. San Diego. 

Seccombe Lake State Urban Recreation Area; sit
uated in downtown San Bernardino, is being devel
oped by the City of San Bernardino. During con~ 
struction in 1989, (Continued on page 11) 
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Southern Region Update 
(Continued from page 10) 

evidence of historic-period burials were unearthed. 

A study by Ronald Tobey and Kevin Halloran (UC 
Riverside), although representing an excellent histor
ical overview of the area, failed to provide specific 
records on this site. Test excavations by LSA Asso
ciates in 1990 under William Breece uncovered evi
dence of eleven burials at the site. LSA recently 
completed more fieldwork at the site; Dr. Philip 
Walker performed a detailed analysis of the human 
remains. The remains are presently curated at UC 
Santa Barbara. These interments may represent the 
remains of Mormon settlers who first came to San 
Bernardino in the 1850s. Reports of all studies are 
available from the City of San Bernardino, Parks, 
Recreation and Community Services Department. 

Providence Mountains State Recreation Area, 
with diverse natural resources and topographic fea
tures, is located in eastern San Bernardino County. 
In an earlier SCA Newsletter, an excellent study by 
Phil Wilke and Karen Swope on the C & K Mine (CA
SBR-6307H) is discussed. An analysis of collections 
from Mitchell Caverns by Diana Pinto has been pub
lished by DPR as California Archaeological Reports 
No. 25 (1989). 

A. crew from CSU, Bakersfield, directed by Mark Q. 
Sutton, conducted a limited-scope site survey in 
Providence Mountains SRA in December 1989. F:tve 
new prehistoric sites and five isolates were recorded; 
two sites were reexamined and one historic mining 
locality was partially documented. The sites exhibit 
intact deposits with abundant surface artifacts and 
several roasting pit features. One site has a petro
glyph panel. The survey provided ample evidence of 
Late Prehistoric period use in the project area. A re
port is available from DPR, San Diego. CSU, Bakers
field, will soon be performing further work at some 
sites recorded in 1989. 

Red Rock Canyon State Park, situated along the 
western flanks of the El Paso Mountains in Kern 
County, has hundreds of mining features from a gold 
boom of 1893-1896, including adits, shafts, tunnels, 
and camps. Park Ranger Mark Faull and I are pres
ently engaged in historical and archaeological inves
tigations of these dry placer mining features. Limit
ed surface collections are being performed on one 
1890s mining camp. Other mining camps from the 
1890s have been largely obliterated by natural ero
sion and milling activities in the 1930s to 1960s. 
Gerrtt Fenenga has been reviewing Kern County ar
chives for mining claim data. In March 1991, Phil 
Wilke and Karen Swope recorded the "Klondike Dig-· 
5ings" mining complex in the ·southeast edge of the 
;:>ark. Their report is in progress. 
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Malibu Creek State Park, located in the Santa Mon
ica Mountains of Los Angeles County, has a long and 
colorful cultural history. Stabilization work was 
completed by historic restoration specialists from the 
Office of the State Architect at the Sepulveda Adobe 
(CA-LAN-1426/H), dating to the 1860s. Paul Farns
worth directed test excavations around the Adobe in 
July 1990 to detect evidence of 19th Century out
buildings, known from oral history interviews. A re
port on that work is in progress. Gil Sanchez and 
Daryl Allen performed an architectural study of the 
Sepulveda Adobe in 1986. Their report is available 
from DPR, San Diego. 

Laurie Wilke Farnsworth and Paul Farnsworth ana
lyzed a sizable collection of glass, ceramic, and metal 
artifacts and bone from a dump site (CA-LAN
l 134H) in Malibu Creek State Park. The dump con-
tains refuse from an early 20th century country club 
that was formerly located in the park. The collection 
from CA-LAN- l 134H provides a view of leisure 
among the wealthy of Los Angeles in the early 1900s. 
A report is available from DPR, San Diego. 

William Hyder. Kathleen Conti, and John Johnson of 
the Santa Barbara Museum of Natural History have 
analyzed a sizeable pictograph panel in a high, iso
lated area of Malibu Creek State Park (CA-LAN-748). 
The pictographs are largely red geometric forms. A 
faded hand print. an uncommon motif in Chumash 
art sites, is also present. The site setting, archaeo
logical correlates, and type of elements present fit a 
pattern in California for a type of specialized cereµio
nial location. A report on CA-LAN-748 by Hyder and 
Conti is available from DPR, San Diego. 

Leo Carrillo State Beach, located along the coast of 
extreme northwestern Los Angeles County and Ven
tura County, receives high visitor usage and · atten
tion from pothunters. Protection efforts are present
ly being directed at sites CA-LAN-52 (Arroyo Sequit) 
and CA-VEN-1 (Little Sycamore). Both sites are 
highly significant in the history of archaeological re
search in California. A staircase built over the mid
den deposits of CA-LAN-52 and revegetation efforts 
are successful in protecting the site. A practical re
vegetation scheme for CA-VEN-1 is currently being 
formulated. 

An intense 760 acre wildfire in Point Mugu State 
Park permitted close scrutiny of lower Big Sycamore 
Canyon, in which several prehistoric sites were 
known. DPR archaeologists were able to reexamine 
sites in great detail and new sites were found in are
as previously covered with dense shrubs. 
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Exploring Remains Of The 
Oldest Silent Movie Set 

by John Parker, Archaeology Program, 
UCLA 

California's Central Coast is home to a wide range of 
historic archaeological resources dating from the 
earliest Spanish explorers through the mission and 
early ranching periods. When thinking of historical 
archaeology, however, it is unlikely that the remains 
of a movie set would come to mind. Yet, last Octo
ber, I was asked to conduct field mapping and test 
excavations on the site of the filming of the 1923 si
lent version of The Ten Commandments. 

Paramount Pictures did not have the funds to pro
duce this epic film in Egypt, so Cecil B. DeMille se
lected the "Egyptian-looking" dunes near Guadalupe, 
Cal1foi:n:ia. He set up camp for 1,000 laborers who 
turned 250 tons of plaster, 500,000 board feet of 
lumber, 75 miles of cable, and 25,000 lbs. of nails 
into a full-size replica of the City of the Pharaoh 
Ramses II (this was before the days of "miniature" 
sets). 

When completed, the gates to the Pharaoh's City 
towered 10 stories above the dunes (Figure 1). The 
road to the city was flanked by 21 giant sphinx 
stautes (each weighing 5 tons). On either side of the 
enb:y to the city were four statues of the Pharaoh 
Ramses, modeled after the statues at Abu Simbel, 
each three stories tall and weighing 39 tons. An 
equally impressive tent city, dubbed "Camp DeMille" 
was located on the next dune to the east. The tents 
housed the 2,500 actors and extras, including a 
giant mess-hall tent. film preview tent, and a cos
tume and makeup tent where the cast went through 
two tons of makeup. 

Upon completion of filming, DeMille hauled down the 
main set and let locals scavenge the lumber (Figure 
2). Soon the blowing sands buried the rest. He had 
a crew dig a long trench where the remainder of the 
props were buried. 

Peter Brosnan, a film historian and documentary 
film maker, has been studying DeMille's life and the 
Ten Commandments production for several years. 
This was the first "Epic" production directed by De
Mille and is a significant milestone in the film indus
b:y. As circumstances would have it, DeMille's last 
film before his death was a remake of the Ten Com
mandments in 1956 starring Charlton Heston. Oth
er prominent persons figuring into this production 
were set designer Paul Iribe who later became the 
"Father of Art Deco" and Edward S. Curtis, one of 
DeMille's still photographers. 

SCA NEWSLETTER 25 (4) 

Last Fall's study, which was funded by the Bank of 
America, was conducted to determine the: 

L presence of remains from the movie set; 

2. integrity of those remains and their ability to 
shed light on this period of film history; and 

3. potential for recovery and reconstruction of 
portions of the set. 

When we arrived at the site, the surface of the dune 
was littered with weathered boards, chunks of white 
plaster, fragments of concrete, and rusted cable. A 
grid system was established to enable the plotting of 
surface finds. Lambert Dolphin (SRI) was called in 
to examine the dune With Ground Penetrating Radar 
and Glenn Wharton, an art conservator, examined 
the plaster fragments to determine the work neces
sary to preserve and reconstruct the pieces. 

Figure 1. Cecil B. DeMille's Egyptian Set (Photo courtesy 
of The Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences.) 

With the assistance of volunteers from both the San 
Luis Obispo and Santa M.aria Archaeological Socie
ties and archaeology students from Cuesta College, 
we were able to plot about one third the observable 
surface material (1,500 sq m). Pulled on a makeshift 
water-ski sled, the ground penetrating radar covered 
20,000 sq m of barren dunes. · 

The results of this work enabled us to reconstruct 
the alignment of the main set (based on 41 imbed
ded posts found in their original structural loca
tions). We discovered nine areas of exposed plaster, 
(Continued on page 13) 
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Silent Movie Set 
(Continued from page 12) 

indicating the buried remains of statuary (including 
two areas known to contain the remains of the Ram
ses statues). Thirty seven radar anomalies were re
corded. indicating the buried remains of at least 23 
historical objects (possibly Sphinx statues). In addi
tional to structural remains, an assortment of arti
facts including pieces from costumes, harness leath
er, a medicine bottle, and other material were 
discovered. 

" 
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Figure 2. This photo was taken about 1926. The sphinx, 
through deterioration and vandalism, disappeared in the 
mid 1940s. (Photo courtesy of Alfred Scaltrittl.) 

The most disturbing discovery occurred back at the 
lab when computerized maps of site materials were 
compared to historical photographs. Since 1923 the 
moving sand dune has undercut and destroyed 36% 
of the main set. The average annual rate of dune 
movement is 3.8 feet. At this rate, within the next 7 
years remains of two of the fout Ramses statues and 
the ~estern half of the gates to the Pharaoh's city 
will be destroyed. Within the next 58 years. all stat
uary and all traces of the main gates to the "Pha
raoh's City" will be gone. 

With the help of Hollywood Heritage, The Santa Bar
bara Historical Society. and Bank of America, work 
is currently underway to secure the funding and nec
essary Santa Barbara County permits to begin a sal
vage data recovery program at the site. 
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Mojave Dt:sert Prehistory 

The 1991 Kelso Conference on Mojave 
Desert Prehistory will be held on Septem
ber 28, 1991 at Stovepipe Wells (in Death 
Valley National Monument). The meeting 
will be in the Park Service conference 
room and lasts all day (a slide projector 
will be provided). Only those persons 
presenting papers on Mojave Desert Pre-

1 history are invited to attend. 

Persons wishing to present a paper must 1 
submit an abstract (one paragraph) to 
Mark Q. Sutton (CSU Bakersfield 93311, 
(805) 664-3153 prior to August 30, 1991. 

Accomodations are available either at the 
Emigrant Campground (no fee, primitive 
camp), R.V. spaces at Stovepipe Wells 
($10/night), or at the motel at Stovepipe 
Wells ($64.00 dbl/occ). A restaurant and 
bar is present at Stovepipe Wells. Con
tact Jan Lawson (619) 786-2331, ext. 
253 for questions regarding accomoda
tions and/ or facilities. 

L - ~ - - - - - - - _,_ - - - - - - - - - - - .J 

Current Research And 
Activities At California State 

University, Bakersfield 
by Mark Q. Sutton 

The Graduate Program 

In addition to an undergraduate degree in Anthropol
ogy, a Masters degree is offered at CSUB. The pro
gram currently is classified as Behavioral Sciences 
with an emphasis in Anthropology. We anticipate 
that the title will be changed to MA in Anthropology 
in a few years. There are nine masters students cur
rently emolled in anthropology and we expect that 
number to increase to about 16 in September. The 
faculty include Philip Silverman (Prof., Cultural), 
Jane Granskog (Assoc. Prof., Cultural), Mark Q. Sut
ton (Assoc. Prof., Archaeology). and Gerrit Fenenga 
(Adj. Leet., Archaeology/Physical). Robert E. Parr 
(M.S.) and Robert M. Yohe II (MA.) also have taught 
classes. 

(Continued on page 14) 
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CSU Bakersfield 
(Continued from page 13) 

Two archaeology field classes are offered each year 
(an intro. class and an intermediate class) in the 
spring quarter. The classes currently are involved in 
the testing of several sites along Buena Vista Slough 
in the southern San Joaquin Valley. In addition, 
specialty archaeology classes and seminars are of
fered. 

Student support is available through employment, 
grants, teaching assistantships, and research assist
antships. 

Ongoing Research 

Each of the two archaeology faculty is involved in re
search projects. Mark Q . Sutton is completing the fi
nal edit of the Cantil (in the western Mojave Desert) 
excavation report and has begun work on the Koehn 
Lake (in the same area) excavation report. In addi
tion, Sutton is investigating the archaeology of the 
southern San Joaquin Valley with the help of field 
classes. To date, three sites have been tested. one at 
Goose Lake, and two along Buena Vista Slough. 
This work continues. 

Gerrit Fenenga (in conjunction with TULARG) is con
ducting work on the shores of ancient Lake Tulare. 
He is attempting to determine if Pleistocene animals 
and humans were contemporaneous. In addition, he 
recently completed the analysis of lithic materials 
from Duncans Point Cave (CA-SON-348). an early 
stratified site on the Sonoma County coast. This re
port was prepared for the State Department of Parks 
and Recreation. 

Museum of Anthropology 

A Museum of Anthropology has been established at 
CSUB and will emphasize various cultures (past and 
present) world-wide, including California. Mark Q. 
Sutton serves as the Director and Dorothy Fleagle is 
a part-time Museum Assistant. An Occasional Pa
pers in Anthropology series has been created and will 
publish its first number soon. The Museum can be 
contacted at 805/664-2305. 

The Cultural Resource FacWty 

Robert E. Parr has recently been appointed Director 
of the Cultural Resource Facility (CRF) at CSUB. 
His staff includes Dorothy Fleagle, Peggy Murphy, 
Richard Osborne, and Robert M. Yohe II. The CRF is 
working on a number of projects. 

The first involved the testing and data recovery at 
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two sites in the San Bernardino Mountains as part of 
a pipeline project. One -site (CA-SBR-1913) is part of 
a Serrano Village dating to the late prehistoric. Two 
of the nine housepits were tested, a cremation found. 
and a variety of artifacts recovered. The other sit 
(CA-SBR-6580) dates to the late Millingstone Horizon 
and contained 1 7 features (including a cremation 
and five hearths). and large numbers of artifacts. 
The reports on both these sites are nearing comple
tion. After their journey through the environmental 
process. each will be revised for publication. 

The CRF also is involved in the archaeological work 
on the Keene Ranch, a 12,000 acre development in 
the Tehachapi Mountains. Work has been completed 
on the first part of the project (Hart Flat) where 35 
sites were investigated. Three of the sites were inter
preted as camps, with the remainder being various
sized milling sites. The agency 'report has just been 
completed and will be revised for publication. Work 
on the rest of the development is on hold due to the 
economic recession. 

Over the last few years, the CRF has completed a 
number of projects in the Rosamond area, 1n the 
western Mojave Desert. This work included substan
tial inventory, the identification of numerous sites, 
and excavation at many of these. The results includ-
ed materials from the Pinto to Lake Prehistoric peri
ods. These reports are currently being compiled into 
a monograph-length treatment of the "Archaeology of 
the Rosamond Area" and·will be available toward th. 
end of the year. 

As part of a project for Southern California Edison, 
the CRF tested seven sites in the Lake Isabella area 
in the southern Sierra Nevada. This report will be 
included with several other testing reports for the re
gion and published soon. 

The Archaeological Information Center. 

The Southern San Joaquin Valley Archaeological In
formation Center (AIC) is housed at CSUB and serves 
five counties (Kem, Madera,. Kings, Fresno, and Tu
lare). The Coordinator is Mark Q. Sutton and the 
Assistant Coordinator is Catherine Pruett. The AIC 
employs a number of undergraduate and graduate 
students. 
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News From The 
Avocational Societies 

by Anne Q. Duffield 

I received an inquiry of interest in May from Richard 
Carlson, who describes himself with some humor as 
"Director of the embxyonic Anderson Valley Archae
ological Project". Carlson, who is about to retire to 
that area, would like to form an avocational group. 
He notes also that "there are scores of unrecorded 
sites [and) I hope to be able to help that situation." 
He adds, "all surveys would have competent supervi
sion, of course." 

We must first respond by applauding such a noble 
motive. Many of us share this sentiment when we 
become involved in the volunteer efforts in our areas. 
As professionals we know that this generous spirit is 
always needed and generally in short supply. Sec
ondly, Carlson asks if we have any " ... tips/Insights/ 
atrocity stories" about the formation of avocational 
archaeological societies to share. Well, readers? 
send in your tales, as they no doubt abound. 

From my experience on the Board of PCAS (Pacific 
Coast Archaeological Society) and in helping to 
found CV AS (Coachella Valley Archaeological Soci
ety), leadership is a critical factor in forming and 
keeping a volunteer group together. The position of 
president must have some attraction -- power? rec
ognition? -- to compensate one for all the free work 
it entails. A word of warning, though; the next step 
is also vital: delegate, delegate, delegate! 

NOTICE TO SOCIETIES: Did you read in the last 
Newsletter about Archaeology Week and SCA's 
Public Interaction Committee? 

The goal of this newly-formed committee is " ... to pro
mote archaeology to the general public and to seek 
ways for increasing public involvement in California 
archaeology." Avocational societies should be right 
at home with this mission. The committee's first 
idea is a hot one; they want to organize a statewide 
Archaeology Week. For information, contact the Ar
chaeology Week Subcommittee chairs, Beth Pad
on (714) 553-0666 or Elyn Walker (707) 987-9157. 

Archaeology Week sounds like a tailor-made public
ity bandwagon for the archaeological societies to hop 
on. With enough advance time, a real opportunity 
exists here to rally the membership and increase lo
cal visibility. The more people who know about your 
group, the more effective you can be, it's that simple. 
Maybe your local city hall will let you set up an infor
mation and display table in the foyer during Archae
ology Week? 

With summer, 'tis the season of the potluck.' Many 
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groups are planning big get-togethers. By the time 
this issue hits the mail, the Annual SAS (Sacramen
to Archaeological Society) Potluck and Bar-B-Que 
will have happened. SCAN (Santa Cruz Archaeolog
ical Society) held their Semi-Annual Pot-luck to co
incide with their June general meeting. SCAN presi
dent Becky Allen planned to be there with 
information for members on summer fieldwork op
portunities in the area. Call her for information. 

For a variation on the potluck theme, the FoA (UCLA 
Friends of Archaeology) folks set an example. They 
have scheduled their annual Pre-Columbian Pot
luck for June 1 this year. The rules of the game 
were published in FoA's May newsletter, along with 
a list of the foods you can use. On the approved side 
are such delights as chocolate, trout, tomatoes, 
plums, turkey and lobster. Some items present a 
true gourmet challenge, however, such as moose and 
octopus. And just where in the village do you buy 
qulnoa? 

PCAS (Paclflc Coast Archaeological Society) has 
its annual Picnic and Potluck on the calendar for 
July 4. Former society president Pat Hearle has 
again offered to host the event at her Laguna Beach 
home, as she generously has many times, to the de
light of those attending. Pat has also been active in 
arranging some popular fteldtrips for PC.AS mem
bers. One such was the May 4 visit to Chumash 
rock art sites in the San Marcos Pass area. A possi
ble on the calendar in the future is a trip to Santa 
Cruz Island. Stay tuned. 

Louise Hastrup invited the members of FCAS (Fres
no County Archaeological Society) to join her 
June 9 at her Fish Camp cabin for a "low-key, do-as
you-please event", complete with tour of local sites. 
The FCAS folks certainly deserve their R & R after 
their Earth Day efforts at the local zoo. No doubt 
their exhibit was seen by a good many of the event's 
29,000 attendees. FCAS has a trip planned to Mono 
Lake over July 4th -- see the July issue of To The 
Point for details. 

VCAS (Ventura County Archaeological Society) 
has four events planned for June and one for July, 
all involving fieldtrips. The June 21-23 weekend 
outing was described as a Solstice Trip to several 
famed pictograph sites in the Carrizo Plain with Na
ture Conservancy personnel. Listed destinations 
were Gateway to the Sun, Edgar Rock and the Wash
burn Ranch sites. VCAS also plans a car camp in 
the Mt. Pinos area for July 20-21. As a focus for the 
outing, field leaders Jim Blakely and Joe Brown 
will conduct an astronomy and cultural histoxy 
event for members. I hope to hear a report on just 
what that entails. 

Some groups take a break during the summer 
months, such as SCCAS (Santa Clara County Ar
chaeological Society). (Continued on page 16) 
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Avocational Societies 
(Continued from page 15) 

The June 13 meeting was their last until September. 
SDCAS (San Diego County Archaeological Society) 
is going strong with monthly meetings planned for 
June 25 and July 23. and a Picnic/Program at the 
Johnson/Taylor Adobe Ranch House in Penasquitos 
Canyon on July 27. Their program speaker will be 
Lee Bibb. The May I June SDCAS newsletter also 
mentioned that they are soliciting participation from 
the community in their county repository project. 
If you are interested in helping to spend $168,000 on 
a worthy cause, contact the Repository Planning 
committee at the SDCAS post office box or call the 
office at (619) 538-0935. 

Call For Volunteers At Vasquez 
Rocks State Park 

by Albert Knight 

The Western Mojave Survey Association (WMSA). a 
private volunteer organization, with both profession
al and avocational members, has recently completed 
a survey and summary of the archaeological resourc
es of Vasquez Rocks State Park. WMSA and the Los 
Angeles Department of Recreation and Parks 
(LADRP) both realize the need to better protect the 
ecological and archaeological resources of the closed 
western portion of the park. LAD RP is currently un
able to provide additional resource protection for the 
area. They have, however, tentatively agreed, that 
WMSA. or any other bona fide organization that can 
help in such endeavors. will be granted occasional 
access, for a docent type program, in return for as
sisting LADRP with area security (e.g. additional 
fences. "no tresspassing" signs, and the like). 

Unlike previous similar proposals, which were geared 
toward general public access, we propose that access 
be limited to professional organizations and individu
als, on an occasional basis. Native American groups 
and organizations. archaeological societies and class
es, and ecological organizations, would be permitted 
to visit the area, perhaps as often as once a month. 
In return, these individuals would be requested to 
aid in providing monies, materials or labor - at least 
until area security has been considerably improved. 
LADRP hopes to arrange for tax deductions for such 
assistance. There is, at this time, no particular plan 
in mind. This is where you come in. Organizations 
and individuals interested in protecting the heritage 
of the Agua Dulce/Vasquez Rocks area, are asked to 
write to: 
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Albert Knight 
Western Mojave Survey Association 
66611/2 BeckAvenue 
North Hollywood, CA 91606 

We are not. at this time, after money donations . __ 
but we are interested in ideas (how should we go 
about doing this?), and in a potential labor pool. If 
you are interested in making a tax free donation, in 
the future, or have other ideas about raising funds, 
please let us know. 

We hope that by this fall, or no later than next 
spring (1992). that we can meet at Vasquez Rocks, 
have a nice cook-out, meet each other, and begin 
placement of signs ("Restoration Project in Process" 
and "Keep Out of Area"), and give initial docent-led 
walks through the site complex. Please let us know 
if you would like to help. 

r----------------------, 
1 Call for Articles and 1 

Announcements 1 
I The success of the Newsletter is depen- I 
dent upon your continued support I 
through the submission of articles and 1 

announcements to the editor. You are en- : 
couraged to report upon recent archaeo- 1 
logical findings and study results. Your 1 
double spaced article should not exceed 4A 
to 5 pages in length. Black and white pho-W 
tographs or line drawings are encouraged, 
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in addition to a small project location 
map. Short announcements about up
coming events are always welcome._ 

The Newsletter also provides a good op
portunity to announce employment op
portunities or publication offerings. Cost 
for a full page ad is $120, a one-half page 
ad is $65, and a quarter of a page is $40. 
Please send your order directly to Doug 
Bryce, P. 0. Box 28366, Sacramento, CA 
95828-0366. 

Letters to the Editor should not exceed 
500 words. You are free to address a va
riety of issues. Letters discussing the ac- I 

tivities of other individuals will be submit- I 
ted to them, for comment, before printing. I 
This allows them an opportunity to re- I 

spond. : 

~----------------------· 
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~----------------------~ 
1 Editor's Note: 

1 I was recently contacted by Dr. Chester King in re-
gard to an article by Ron May in the March 1991 

I Newsletter on Significant Legal Decisions for 
I Archaeology under CEQA. Dr. King wanted to 
I clarify that the archaeologists involved (Chester 
I King, Lynn Gamble, Don Larson) in the court case 
I Topanga Association for a Scenic Community vs. 

1 the County of Los Angeles (1989, 214 CA APP. 3rd 

1 
1348) were not trying to stop development, but 
were trying to protect archaeological sites: The 

I newsletter regrets the implication that the sites 
I were being used as pawns. 

L----------------------~ 
Lubkin Creek 

(Continued from page 6) 

Marana record seems consistent with multiple, sea
sonal occupations during the last 600 years. Al
though three residential areas were identified, there 
is no reason to see them as contemporaneous and, 
in fact, the configuration of excavated houses is most 
consistent with brief episodes of use. Pervasive vege
tal processing is indicated not only by the huge in
ventory of ground and battered stone and bedrock 
features, but by well-developed middens of this vin
tage. The focus on waterfowl, molluscs, and seeds 
rom nearby riparian and lacustrine habitats is ac
ompanied by an overall increase in the exploitation 

_if low-ranked, high-cost resources. Lastly, the pre
dominance of Coso obsidian and abundant marine 
shell beads are consistent with the notion of increas
ing settlement centralization and the emergence of 
more formalized exchange relations. This pattern 
shows dramatic parallels with the ethnographic situ -
ation recorded by Julian Steward and others during 
this century. 
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Society for California Archaeology 

* Education and Research * Advocacy for Preservation * Professional Meetings and Publications 

The Society for California Archaeology is a non-profit scientific and educational 
organization dedicated to research, understanding and conservation of 
archaeological resources. Membership is open to everyone with an interest in 
California archaeology. 

SCA promotes cooperation among archaeolo
gists in California by: l)conducting symposia 
and meetings to share information on new dis
coveries and techniques; 2) publishing an an
nual Proceedings on archaeological research in 
California; 3) publishing a Newsletter on cur
rent topics of concern, with news and commen
taries; and 4) promoting standards and ethical 
guidelines for the practice of archaeology. 

The Society seeks to increase public apprecia
tion and support for archaeology in California 
by: 1) helping planners, landowners and de-

velopers understand their obligations and op
portunities to manage archaeological sites; 2) 
representing the concerns of California archae
ologists before government commissions and 
agencies, and on legislation; 3) encouraging 
the conservation of archaeological resources 
for future research and public interpretation; 
4) discouraging vandalism and exploitation of 
archaeological resources; 5) recognizing the 
significance that many sites possess for ethnic 
and local communities; and 6) encouraging re
spect, appreciation and a better understanding 
of California's diverse cultural heritage. 

r-------------, Categories of 
_r---- ------- ---- -- --------- ---- . 

Membership 

o Regular $25* 

o Institutional $25* 

O Student $10 

D Spouse $10 

O Senior (over 60) $10 

0 Contibuting $100* 

o Life $275* 
*Includes the Proceedings 

~-------------I 

I o New Member 
I 

Io Renewal 
I 

: o Address change 

Name 

Affiliation (if needed for address) 

Address 

City, State , ZIP 

Membership year April 1, 199_ to March 31 , 199_ 

Daytime Phone (optional) 

Please return this form with your check to: 

society for California Archae ology Business Office 
Department of Ant hropology 
California State Uniuersity 

Fullerton , CA 92634 
(714) 524-9582 

L-------------~ L------------------------------~ 
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Department of Anthropology 
California State University 
Fullerton, CA 92634 
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Calendar 

Q July 15-19, 1991, International Symposium: 
The Spanish Beginnings in California 1542-
1822, Santa Barbara. 

Q July 26, 1991, Native American Heritage 
Commission, Resources Building Auditorium, 
Sacramento. 

Q October 16-20, 1991, National Trust for 
Historic Preservation, San Francisco. 

Q November 7-10, American Society for 
Ethnohistory, 1991 Annual Meeting, 
Doubletree Hotel, Tulsa, Oklahoma. 

.Q November 20-24, 1991 90th Annual American 
Anthropological Association Meeting. Chicago 
Marriott Hotel, Chicago, Il. 

.Q April 24-26, 1992 SCA Annual Meeting. 
Hilton Hotel, Pasadena.. 
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