
CALL FOR PAPERS AN APOLOGY 
SCA 1990 
 by JiM WOOdWARd 

ANNUAL MEETING 
On behalf of the Society for California Archaeolo

its 1990 Annual Meeting in Foster City, April 5-7. 
The Society for California Archaeology will hold 

gy, an apology is offered to SCA members for this 
The meeting will be held at the Foster City Holiday statement published in the last Newsletter regarding 
Inn. 1221 Chess Drive, Foster City, CA 94404 (tele reburial: "It has been traditional that descendants 
p~ne 410157()''5700). have certain rights concerning their immediate an

cestors, but when skeletal remains are hundreds, or 
Planned sessions include research papers (10 more likely, thousands of years old claiming such 

minutes), contributed papers (20 minutes, 5 minutes rights is ludicrous!" 
for questions), and organized sytT''1osium papers (20 
minute 'l , 5 minutes for questions). A form for pre As Jamie Cleland notes (see "Re: The Last 
senting a paper at the 1990 meeting is enclosed in Newsletter" on page 6), the disposition of burial col
this Newsletter. Please check the kind of paper you lections is most controversial with no easy solutions. 
will give (research, contributed, or organized sympo The article, which appeared without the editors' by
sium), and write a short abstract of your paper. Also lines, did not reflect the Society's position which is to 
note on the form any special audio-visual equipment encourage dialog, respect, and understanding among 
you may require. interested parties for all the scientific, heritage, and 

public interpretive values embodied in collections. 
The program chair encourages the presentation Individual claims by Native Americim descendants 

of organized symposiums at the 1990 meeting. Sym may need to be evaluated in an anthropological and 
posium organizers should submit the symposium archeological context, but the claims and the people 
outline that is enclosed in this Newsletter. If you who make them should be accorded at least a. mea
have any questions or suggestions for symposiums, sure of respect, especially when the area assoeiated 
then please contact the program chair. with religious beliefs-whether contemporary or tra

ditional. 
All paper abstracts and symposium outlines 

must be submitted to the program chair by FebruI also wish to apologize for the cartoon which 
a'7 1, 1990. Please send completed forms to: played on the term "digroes" as slang for dig bums. 

Such racially insensitive humor has no place in fu
Ker ightfoot ture Newsletters. 

SfJI..: ~ rogram Chair 

DepaX$ment of Anthropology 

University of California 

Berkeley, CA 94720 

Telephone 415/642-1309 or 642-3391 
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Three other bills remain alive as "two-year bills:" 
STATE LEGisLATioN AB 145 (Costa) for a "Wildlife Park, Recreation,


Jim Woodward Coastal History and Museum Bond Act" in 1990, has 

made it to the Assembly floor, and has been in
As the Newsletter went to press, Governor Deuk
creased to $874 million. It still includes just $15 milmejian signed and vetoed several bills of interest to 
lion for historical resource grants, to be administered archaeologists: 
by OHP, but does not yet include a minimum subcat

SB 1453 (Marks) was signed, which establishes state egory for archaeological projects similar to Proposi
ownership of shipwrecks and submerged sites, and tion 70. SCA is supporting this bill. Our suggestion 
requires the State Lands Commission to administer to make non profits eligible for grants has already 
a Shipwreck and Historic Maritime Resources Pro been included. 
gram. SCA supported this bill, which was sponsored 

SB 1600 (Roberti) which would make demolition of by the Commission. The Commission is directed to 
historic buildings non-discretionary under CEQA is inventory its underwater sites and shipwrecks on 
still being held in Senate policy committee due to .opstate lands, and is authorized to issue one-year per
position from state and local government agenCIes.mits for research and salvage, subject to rules and 
SCA is supporting this CPF-initiated bill. regulations to be adopted, and "technical review of 

the archaeological plan" by OHP for each permit. AB 2475 (Baker) would circumvent CEQA to estab
lish a "fast track" construction process in Caltrans. SB 638 was signed, providing authorization for up to 
SCA is joining a large number of environmental or$100 million in bonds for a new state archives facili
ganizations in opposing this poorly-written andty. SCA supported our historian colleagues on this 
much-amended bill still in its first policy committee. important and long-overdue investment in historic 


records preservation and curation. 


SB 1188 (Marks) was vetoed. It would have estab

lished a California Register of Historical Resources, PREl-tisTORic ARCl-tAEOLoGY 

and appropriated $75,000 from the General Fund for Mark Q. Sutton 

its administration by OHP. This veto is a major de
 The Cultural Resource Facility, California State feat for the State Historical Resources Commission, University, Bakersfield, completed two major projects which has made the California Register its top priori in southern California over the summer. The first ty for the past five years. The veto was a victory for was an 100% inventory of approximately 12,000 SHPO Kathryn Gualtieri who has strongly opposed acres in Hidden Valley in the central Mojave Desert. and resisted a California Register since her appoint

R. E. Parr directed the survey and a total of 32 sitesment in 1984. SCA, CPF, CCPH, and CCHS had all were discovered and recorded. The sites included supported this bill. trails, camps, rockshelters, lithic scatters, an.d sever
AB 1246 (O'Connell) was signed, authorizing the sale al historic sites. As the entire valley was Invento
to a local school district of 16 acres within Gaviota ried it is hoped that subsequent investigations there 
State Park, including a portion of the Las Cruces sit;e can iead to an understanding of the diachronic role of 
known to contain human burials. SCA opposed thIS the valley in prehistory. 
bill in hearings, joining with the Santa Barbara The second was an inventory and testing project 
Trust the State Park Rangers Association, the Park along the route of the Mojave Siphon in. the SumlI!-it
and Recreation Commission, and the Planning and Valley, south of Victorville, conducted WIth ~e asSIS
Conservation League. The law overturns a court de tance of Joan S. Schneider (UCR). Two SIteS had
cision which had stopped a condemnation attempt by been identified as being within the pipeline route by 
the school district, and allows for an unprecedented a surface survey and an additional, previously un
compromise of resource integrity, park integrity, and known site was located within the route with the aid 
an approved General Plan. The state hopes to s~end of a b~ckhoe. One of the sites (CA-SBR-1913) ap
the $2.5 million from the land sale on unspeCIfied pears to be a part of the ethnohistoric village of 
park development and acquisition projects in Santa Guapiabit (CA-SBR-931H), a second (CA-SBR-1624) 
Barbara County. Preservationists, park ranger and is an undated temporary camp, and the third (JS-l) 
the P & R Commission have been highly critical of is an apparent habitation site dating to Millingstone 
DPR Director Henry Agonia for "selling out" on Las Horizon times. Additional work is planned at JS-l
Cruces. At SCA's urging a provision was dropped and CA-SBR-1913 over the next year. 
that would have retained state ownership of human 

remains on land to be sold. The Native American Robert M. Yohe II (UCR) conducted some addi

Heritage Commission declined to oppose ~he bill due tional fieldwork at the Rose Spring site (CA-INY-372) 

to a dispute with local Chumash on rebunal plans. in September. A total of six loci now are identified, 
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each of which have been test excavated. The labora
tory analyses are proceeding and a report (disserta
tion) currently is being written. 

Several organizations have been formed in the 
central San Joaquin Valley to study existing archaeo
logical collections and gather original data on sites in 
those areas. The groups, TULARG (Tulare Lake Ar
chaeological Research Group) and FRESNARG (Fres
no Archaeological Research Group) and CARP 
(Coalinga Archaeological Research Project), have and 
will contribute considerable data on the archaeology 
of central California. TULARG publishes a newslet
ter containing information regarding their activities, 
and the Vol. 2, No.9 issue also contains information 
of the other two groups. 

POSiTioN AVAiLAbLE 
BioSystems Analysis, Inc., a professional services 

corporation providing multidisciplinary investigative 
expertise in environmental and cultural resources, is 
seeking to hire a full-time permanent archaeologist 
to work in the Santa Cruz office. Applicant must 
have a graduate degree in anthropology/archaeology 
with a background in lithics analysis. Supervisory 
experience, good writing skills, and familiarity with 
computer software (DBase and Word Perfect) and 
hardware are required. Applicant may submit re
sume and a sample of their writing to (closing date 
for applications is December 1, 1989): 

Dr. Thomas L. Jackson, Senior Archaeologist 
BioSystems Analysis, Inc. 
303 Potrero, Suite 203 
Santa Cruz, CA 95060 
408/425-8755 

liME BANdiTS: 
litE}' LOOT GRAVES 

Mark Cardinal 

Reprinted from The Sacramento Bee, October 1, 1989 


(This article has been edited to reduce the length) 


The tri-corners where California, Nevada and 
Oregon meet is one of the richest archaeological ar
eas in the United States, second only to the South
west according to the archaeologists who work there. 
Everyday, relic collectors are plundering the history 
and the heritage of this region. For perhaps 70 per
cent of the tri-corners sites, it is too late: They have 
been stripped of their archaeological significance, 
churned by looters into mute heaps of bone and 
stone. 

The tri-corners may be one of the richest regions, 
but its problem is not unique. Coast to coast, profes

sional and avocational collectors are looting hun
dreds of thousands of sites, from Indian caves more 
than 10,000 years old to Civil War cemeteries. Those 
who practice this destructive hobby or business call 
themselves amateur archaeologists and historians. 
Others call them looters, grave robbers, thieves of 
time. 

The most shocking incident yet perpetrated by 
the time bandits occurred at Slack Farm, Ky. in 1987. 
The public was stunned, then outraged as it viewed 
television news footage and magazine photographs of 
bones from more than 650 Indian graves littering the 
cratered fields. Archaeologists, concerned over the 
loss of information, and Native Americans, furious 
over the desecration of their ancestors' graves, tem
porarily overcame their differences and lobbied for 
stiffer state and federal laws. 

Laws changed, are changing still-currently, five 
"bone bills" are being considered by Congress-but 
the problem persists. Some say it's getting worse. 

With the dust scarcely settled from the ceremoni
al reburials of Indian remains at Slack Farm, a re
cent incident has focused attention on California. 
Stepped-up enforcement of state and federal laws led 
to the apprehension on June 4 of two Northern Cali
fornia men-including, ironically, a junior high school 
history teacher-apparently in the act of looting an 
archaeological site 25 miles east of Red Bluff in 
Tehama County. Indited July 28 on six federal 
counts, three of them felonies, the men may be the 
first in California convicted of violating the 10-year 
old Archaeological Resources Protection Act, or 
ARPA 

At Duck Flat, Nev., 70 miles east of Susanville, 
Lassen County, archaeologist Don Manuel climbs out 
of his truck after a two-and-a-half hour drive across 
the California-Nevada desert and brushes the alkali 
dust from his seldom worn, Sunday-go-to-meet-the
press uniform. Moments later Cliff Creger, crew 
chief of a small group of student archaeologists from 
the University of Nevada, Reno, holds up the first ar
tifact from the Worland site: an nearly complete ob
sidian arrowhead. 

For over 10,000 years Duck Flat was a trans
portation corridor for successive waves of migrating 
hunters and gatherers. Originating in Siberia and 
entering North America via the now-submerged land 
bridge, wave after wave of people passed through 
these dry valleys that once contained vast lakes. 

The Worland site is one of 37,000 in the 3-mil
lion-acre Susanville district of BLM. The site may 

yield significant data about the Duck Flat complex of 

villages, the subject of Creger's master's thesis. But 

with the surface barely scratched, the Worland site is 


. already significant for another reason-it has not 

been looted like thousands of other sites in the area. 




For Creger's crew the race is on to excavate the site 
before the looters destroy it. 

Federal and state law enforcement officers and 
archaeologist like Creger and Manuel readily admit 
it is a race they often lose. Scant enforcement bud
gets, inadequate manpower, weakly written laws and 
remote, sprawling districts give the bad guys-the 
looters-the advantage in this cops-and-robbers 
game. 

Manuel, archaeologist for the Susanville district, 
is on the way to a "blown" or looted site, one that he 
and Creger describe as "looking like Hamburg after 
the bombing." He argues good-naturedly with Creger 
about the type and age of the arrowhead and then 
speaks about the frustration he faces trying to pro
tect 3 million acres of one of the richest archaeologi
cal areas in the country. 

Currently the odds favor the looters, but they are 
beginning to even out. Occurring one after another, 
such incidents have prompted the BLM to assign a 
full-time ranger to the district: two more law enforce
ment officers will be assigned in the near future. 
"We will be fat with one [officer] per million acres," 
Manuel jokes. 

To better fight the looters, the BLM and U.S. For
est Service districts in the tri-corners signed an in
teragency agreement in June allowing them to pool 
resources and information. 

"Protecting 'arc' sites is now the No.2 priority for 
our law enforcement division, for archaeology it's No. 
1," says Manuel. "We no longer have to fight quite so 
hard for every penny to protect this stuff. We were 
one of the first districts to treat archaeology as a re
source, and we've been selected as one of four pilot 
projects for the BLM." 

Legislators in Washington have thrown a few 
bones to the bone protectors in the field. Earlier this 
year, Congress amended the Archeological Resources 
Protection Act to allow felony prosecutions for looting 
artifacts valued above $500-rather than $5,000, the 
act's original threshold between misdemeanor and 
felony violations. Law enforcement officials wel
comed the amendment, but most archaeologists are 
reluctant to place monetary values on artifacts. 

When it comes to the value of Native American 
artifacts, private collectors and international art 
dealers have fewer qualms assigning prices, which 
have skyrocketed since the early 1970s. Anasazi bas
kets from Arizona, New Mexico and Utah often fea
ture $150,000 price tags; ceremonial masks from the 
Pacific Northwest can sell for $100,000. 

Lured by high profits and minimal risks, an elite 
cadre of grave robbers is hitting sites from coast to. 
coast. Increasingly, authorities say, these well-heeled 

looters are finding it cost effective to use expensive 
tools and technology to locate and exploit these re
sources. It is not uncommon for them to use satellite 
maps to find pristine sites, helicopters to reach them 
and backhoes to rip through them as they search for 
valuable items. 

The international demand for artifacts has re
sulted in the looting of 70 percent to 90 percent of the 
sites in the Southwest, the hardest-hit region. The 
overseas trade in looted artifacts is estimated by 
some authorities to be worth $25 million annually; 
the destination: art collectors in Japan and West Ger
many. 

Individual artifacts from Northern California do 
not command six-figure prices like those from the 
Southwest and the Pacific Northwest. The American 
Indian Sale catalogue of Butterfield and Butter
field-a San Francisco broker for Oceanic, African 
and American Indian artifacts-features Miwok Indi
an coiled baskets, the most expensive for $2,500. 
Small Maidu and Pomo baskets bring $400 to $800. 

Most of these perishable artifacts were collected 
in the 1800s from living Indian villages by Califor
nia's earliest white settlers, although some are still 
found preserved in dry caves. Many of the richest 
caves are located in the high desert of the tri-corners, 
east of Susanville. Abundant caves of volcanic origin 
and thousands of years of Indian habitation combine 
to make the area a favorite of the looters. 

Besides baskets, these caves have been known to 
contain, sometimes perfectly preserved, prized arti
facts such as duck decoys, animal skin clothing, 
hunting snares and bows and arrows. 

Artifacts like these often become centerpieces in 
private collections worth millions, collections which 
often include hundreds of thousands of pieces alto
gether. Valuable in their own right as works of art, 
to archaeologists such artifacts are priceless clues 
that help them piece together the lives and history of 
the people who made them. Viewing each archaeo
logical site as a single volume of this continent's his
tory, each looted artifact is an irreplaceable page rent 
from our common cultural heritage. 

As much as everyone wants to catch the big-time 
collectors and the professional looters who rape ar
chaeological sites for profit, many believe that week
end hobbyists, because of their numbers, do the most 
damage. Collecting Indian relics is a cherished hob
by in many parts of the U.S., a hobby that as little as 
10 years ago was considered harmless by most peo
ple. Federal and state authorities see public educa
tion as the solution to this aspect of the problem. 

"We need to instill in people a new collecting eth
ic," says Lassen National Forest archaeologist Jim 
Johnston. 
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Society for California Archaeology 

1990 Annual Meeting 

April 5-7, Foster City 


Abstract for Paper (deadline February 1, 1990) 


Paper Title: ____________________________ 

Type of Paper (please check one): 


--Research paper (10 minutes) • 


__ Contributed paper (20 minutes, 5 minutes for questions) 


__Organized symposium (20 minutes, 5 minutes for questions) 


Title of Symposium _______________________ 

Author: ------------------------------
Affiliation: _____________________________ 

AddressandPhone:,_____________________________ 

Audio-visual equipment needed (please check): 

Blackboard __ Slide projector __ Overhead projector __ 

Flip chart Film projector __ Video, VHS __ Beta __ 

Please submit all abstracts to: 	 Kent Lightfoot, SCA Program Chair 
Department of Anthropology 
University of California 
Berkeley, CA 94720 

Abstract (format: no more than 100 words, typed, single-spaced): 



Society for California Archaeology 

1990 Annual Meeting 

April 5-7, Foster City 


Organized Symposium Outline (deadline February 1, 1990) 


Symposium TItle: ____________________________ 

Chairperson: _____________________________ 

Affiliation: _________________________________ 

AddressandPhone: ____________________________ 

Brief abstract of symposium (format: no more than 150 words, typed, single-spaced): 

List of symposium papers with authors and affiliations (use additional page if necessary): 

Discussants (if planned): 

Please submit symposium materials to: 	 Kent Lightfoot, SCA Program Chair 

Department of Anthropology 

University of California 

Berkeley, CA 94720 
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INTERiM EdiTORiAL Policy Es
TAblisliEd fOR TIiE NEwsLETTER 

Jim Woodward 

The Executive Board has received several com
ments about the July Newsletter, about which some 
clarifications are necessary. First, the commentary 
on page two about politics and burial collections at 
Stanford should have carried the byline of Gary Bres
chini and Trudy Haversat. This article did not repre
sent the policy of the Society or the Executive Board, 
as careful readers may have learned from the conclu
sion of the Board meeting report on page four. Sec
ond, this commentary should have been labeled as 
such, or as "opinion." While the Board encourages 
publication of strong opinions on issues in California 
archaeology, we feel it is appropriate to make a better 
distinction between news and opinion than was evi
dent on page two and in the page one headline. 

The Executive Board met in Richmond on August 
16 to address concerns about the SCA Newsletter. 
The following Interim Editorial Policy was adopted 
by unanimous vote of those present: Sonia Tamez, 
Christian Gerike, Barb Bocek, John Johnson, and 
Jim Woodward, and was endorsed by telephone by 
Michael Glassow and Greg Greenway. 

"This interim editorial policy is intended to estab
lish journalistic standards of fairness, accuracy, and 
attribution. There is no intent to practice censorship, 
or to restrict the rights of SCA members to express 
strong opiniQns and commentary. 

1. 	 The Executive Board serves as publisher of the 
Newsletter, and is responsible for establishing ed
itorial policies and fiscal oversight. 

2. 	 All articles over 100 words, and all articles with 
opinion or commentary must include an individu
al byline. 

3. 	 News articles, opinions, commentary and editori
als by members are encouraged. Editorials shall 
be sanctioned and approved by the Executive 
Board. 

4. 	 Articles with criticism of archeological reports, or 
of agencies, institutions, or organizations, shall 
be provided to those concerned prior to publica
tion, so that there are opportunities for verifica
tion of the facts, clarification of the issues, rebut
tals. published concurrently, and for presentation 
of a diversity of viewpoints. 

5. 	 At least two Board Members (or designees) shall 
review each draft Newsletter, including headlines 
and graphics, prior to publication. Material 
deemed inappropriate by either Board Member 
(or designee) shall n~t be published. 

6. 	 All articles shall strive for accuracy, fairness, 
timeliness, and shall be in keeping with the pur
poses of the Society. 

"This Interim Editorial Policy shall take effect 
immediately." 

The Executive Board welcomes comments from 
the membership, and anticipates taking final action 
at the January 1990 Board meeting. 

SCA NORTIiERN DATA SIiARiNG 
MEETiNG DATE CIiANGEd 

The Northern Data Sharing Meeting will be held 
November 4, 1989, at California State University, 
Chico. The meeting will be sponsored by the North
east Information Center and CSUC's Department of 
Anthropology. For additional information write to 
Greg Greenway, Mendocino National Forest, 420 E. 
Laurel Street, Willows, CA 95988 or phone (916) 
934-3316. The actual meetings will be held in 
A,yers Hall, Room 120, beginning at 9AM. North
ern California usually has an excellent meeting, so 
mark your calendar now and plan on attending. 

SCA SouTIiERN DATA SIiARiNG 
MEETiNG A BiG SUCCESS 

More than 100 people traveled to the Santa Bar
bara Museum of Natural History on September 30 
for the Southern Data Sharing Meeting, the best 
turnout in years. 

Southern Vice President John Johnson recruited 
18 diverse presentations on current archaeological 
fieldwork on San Clemente Island, in Orange and 
San Diego Counties, the Mohave Desert, Santa Bar
bara Region; historic archaeology, and experimental 
studies. 
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ObsidiAN STudiES 
Kathleen Hull 

One outgrowth of the SCA meetings in Marina 
Del Rey was the formation of the International Asso
ciation for Obsidian Studies (lAOS). This group, ini
tially organized in response to the expanding use and 
practice of obsidian hydration analysis in California 
and elsewhere, seeks to support and encourage the 
application of various obsidian analyses in archaeolo
gy through the promotion of a better understanding 
of analytical techniques and research goals. 

For individuals or institutions currently perform
ing obsidian hydration analysis and others develop
ing new commercial and/or research labs, the lAOS 
wants to: (1) contribute to the development of stan
dards for measurement and inter-lab comparability; 
(2) develop standards for recording hydration and 
sourcing results; and (3) provide technical support in 
the form of training and workshops for those wanting 
to develop their expertise in the field. 

The lAOS also hopes to provide benefits to re
searchers using and interpreting obsidian hydration 
and x-ray fluorescence analysis data. Reporting 
standards will facilitate computerized data retrieval 
and dissemination for regional research. Information 
on lab services, available through the lAOS, will indi
cate specialties of member labs relevant to particular 
areas or research concerns. Furthermore, the group 
hopes to develop a bibliography of pertinent reference 
materials and a newsletter, particularly emphasizing 
new sources of information on geochemical sources, 
hydration rates, and collection sampling. 

At this stage of development, the lAOS is compil
ing a mailing list of interested individuals, labs, and 
institutions, working toward the establishment of the 
newsletter. Robert J. Jackson is coordinating efforts 
as Chairman and Kathleen Hull is acting as secre
tary-treasurer to handle correspondence and funds· 
from a temporary business office. Looking ahead, 
Chris Stevenson is Chairman-elect for 1990. The 
group is operating as an interest group within the 
Society for Archaeological Sciences. 

To be included on the mailing list, to participate 
in this dialogue and receive periodic informal mail
ings during 1989, memberships may be made within 
one of the following categories: Regular Member:, 
$20.00/year; Institutional Member: $50.00/year. 

Regular members are those individuals or insti
tutions who are interested in obsidian studies, wish 
to support the standardization and quality control 
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goals espoused by the lAOS, and wish to be apprised 
of developments in the discipline. Regular members 
will automatically receive a subscription to the Soci
ety for Archaeological Sciences Bulletin ($10.00lyear 
for individuals), which shall be the principal forum 
for announcing meetings and developments of the 
lAOS. Regular members will also receive any gener
al mailings, announcements, and papers distributed 
by the lAOS. If you already subscribe to the SAS 
Bulletin, deduct $10.00 from the membership dues. 
Regular members are entitled to attend and vote in 
Annual Meetings. 

Institutional members are those institutions and 
individuals who are active in obsidian studies and 
wish to participate in inter- laboratory comparisons 
and standardization. Institutional members will also 
receive assistance from, or be able to collaborate 
with, other Institutional members. These members 
are also on the Executive Board, and, as such, have 
greater influence on the goals and activities of the 
lAOS. Institutional members will automatically re
ceive a subscription to the Society for Archaeological 
Sciences Bulletin ($15.00/year for institutions), as 
well as receiving any general mailings, announce
ments, and papers distributed by the lAOS during 
the year. If you already subscribe to the SAS Bul
letin, deduct $15.00 from the membership dues. 

Memberships checks payable to the "Internation
al Association for Obsidian Studies" should be sent 
to: Kathleen Hull, Secretary-Treasurer, lAOS, P.O. 
Box 235, El Portal, CA 95318. 

AN 1870s TRASlipiT 
Glenn Farris 

In October 1988, Adrian Praetzellis discovered a 
trash-filled pit while monitoring site preparation for 
the new Days Inn in Santa Rosa, California. The pit 
and an associated trench, originally drainage fea
tures, were scientifically excavated. The pit con
tained six layers, three of which were associated with 
a transitional event in the history of the Redmond 
Family who owned the property from 1872 to 1878. 
The pit had been backfilled, perhaps in a matter of 
days. The filling began with garbage from the house, 
including food scraps, glass, ceramics, and some 
clothing; remains from the fireplace, including char
coal and nails from wood used as fuel; and trash from 
the yard, including broken window panes, the re
mains of butchered animals, and dead chicks. 

CoNliNUEd ON PAGE U 



ANOTIiER OpiNioN 
[Note: Dr. Phillip Walker has been hired by Stanford 
University to examine the collections in question, 
and to provide data on their value. As part of his re
search he solicited data from various individuals. 
The following letter represents a response to his re
quest which was submitted to the Newsletter.] 

Dr. Phillip L. Walker 
Department of Anthropology 
University of California 
Santa Barbara, CA 93106 

Dear Dr. Walker: 

This is in response to your letter of July 20, 1989 
regarding the reburial issue confronting Stanford 
University. You are in a very difficult position, one 
which I appreciate fully. In such an emotionally 
charged atmosphere it can be a no-win situation fo]" 
all participants. I do not envy you in your difficult 
task, but I do want to thank you for asking for my in
put. 

I am responding to your questions in the order 
given in your letter: 

1. The collections which have the most complete in
formation with their recovery will provide the best 
body of data, but even individual burials can make 
an important contribution to knowledge. The collec
tion from the Castro Mound would seem to be of ex
ceptional value, followed by the remains from the 
University Village site and the Hiller site. 

2. The kinds of studies which can be made on the 
subject remains are numerous and can be illuminat
ing, for the most part. New techniques and methods, 
as well as concepts, are now available that did not ex
ist a few years ago, and there will be others which 
will be discovered (developed) in the future. All 
presently available studies should be made on these 
collections. It is not possible to forsee the future with 
respect to what sorts of useful information will be 
gotten from these collections, but they promise to be 
considerable. 

3. The modem Ohlone will be able to profit in any 
number of positive ways, including genetic data of 
particular importance to them as a population. Such 
information bears directly on the group's long term 
and short term health problems and welfare. As I 
am not a physical anthropologist I am not able to ad

equately list the numerous ways by which a living 
population can benefit in knowing more about its ge
netic past. Such lists do exist, however, as you know. 

4. The scientific community as a whole is not imper
iled by the loss of data from these collections, but just 
how many bricks can one take out of a wall before the 
wall tumbles? Each brick is important. and no brick 
is to be lost. 

5. As to the cultural relationship of a "tribal" group 
to the subject remains it may be supposed that the 
Ohlones are the most likely candidates for at least 
the more recent remains. As one goes back in time 
the question is more difficult to respond to. This is 
one reason to keep the remains available for study so 
that such answers may be gotten. It is not without 
reason to believe that techniques and methods will be 
devised which will improve in those now in use to do 
much to answer these questions. The whole story has 
not yet been told, and the future holds much promise 
for exciting discoveries as regards acquiring valuable 
information about our ancestors. 

Whereas my answers to your questions are 
rather brief and generalized I must respectfully state 
that your questions beg the real problem, as I see it. 
My question would be, "Just when is the dominant 
society going to stop robbing the Indians?" when are 
we going to stop lying, cheating, and bilking them? 
They have the highest infant mortality rate, the 
highest suicide rate, the highest unemployment rate, 
the highest school dropout rate, and the lowest stan
dard of living. I choose not to talk about health and 
education of the Indians because of our poor record in 
those areas. Now that we have almost everything 
they once had, and have left them as aliens in their 
own land, we now want to rob them of their patrimo
ny-their ''history.'' Under the guise of "preserving' 
the Indians' heritage we are now flim-flamming them 
out of any opportunity to have a recorded past! The 
hypocrisy of this is fully apparent, and it is shameful. 
To rebury archaeological collections obtained as a 
trust for all generations is a travesty. For a leading 
educational institution to consider such a destructive 
act is beyond comprehension and exceedingly alarm
ing. If this type of anti-intellectualism can be toler
ated by a university of Stanford's caliber one can only 
wonder what such an institution's next act will be to
ward the restriction of knowledge. 

As I do not know just what events or "sweet
heart" deals are involved in Stanford's decision to di
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vest themselves of the subject collections, I can only 
assume that real estate and/or construction is in
volved. Why do I get the feeling that Stanford finds 
it politically expedient to throw a bone, literally, to a 
"tribal" group? I apologize in advance if, indeed, such 
is not the case, but it is my guess that the university 
is trying for a "quick-fix" at the expense of irreplace
able archaeological collections which have been en
trusted to them for perpetual care. 

The archaeologists are often made out to be, at 
best, insensitive to "tribal" needs. I predict, however, 
that the archaeologists in a few years will be roundly 
condemned by "tribal members" for allowing their 
(Indian) patrimony, held in trust by such universities 
as Stanford, to be tossed into a hole in the ground 
rather than cared for in proper repositories as tangi
ble records of Native American past. It will be conve
nient to forget that it was the archaeologist who 
cared enough about the Indian patrimony to do what 
he could to preserve and protect it from developers 
and administrators whose primary concern is to meet 
their own needs, even if it calls for the destruction of 
someone else's (Indian) patrimony (''history''). Well, 
why not? This is about the only thing that hasn't 
been done yet. It is galling, however, to see such a 
reprehensible thing perpetrated by an institution of 
higher learning. You would think that such educated 
people would know better. They apparently do not. 

I am even more incensed by Stanford"s derelic
tion because their decision will have a direct impact 
on my four grandchildren who are Indian. Stanford's 
decision will prevent them from having access to a 
portion of their Indian heritage. Inasmuch as these 
children are minors I am speaking for them at this 
point. If I were to neglect to do so they can rightfully 
ask me later where was I when their patrimony was 
being destroyed, and what did I do about it. 

The destruction of Indian heritage by land devel
opment is now unprecedented, but to have it com
pounded by institutions of higher learning as is pro
posed by Stanford, is difficult to understand. It is a 
hell of a note that even the "Good Guys" turn out to 
be the "Bad Guys." Shame on Stanford University! 

Francis A Riddell 
Senior State Archaeologist (ret.) 

RE: TJiE LAST NEWsLETTER 

Dear Editors: 

I was surprised and disappointed by the breach 
of good editorial policy that occurred on pages 1 and 
2 of the July, 1989 issue of the SCA Newsletter. The 
headline that occurs on page 1, "Stanford University 
Takes a Giant Step... Backwards," and the article 
that appears on page 2, "Politics Outweighs Science 

at Stanford," clearly provide editorial comment on a 
controversial news item. In my view, any editorial 
comments that appear in the society's Newsletter 
should be signed by the authors. Elsewise, the read
er is left with the impression that the positions taken 
by such comments represent the views of the society 
rather than those of the individual authors. 

The case in point concerns the decision of Stan
ford University to turn over certain human skeletal 
material curated at Stanford Museum to Native 
American groups for reburial. Clearly, the reinter
ment of Native American burial remains is one of the 
most controversial issues currently facing American 
archaeologists, conservationists, and heritage re
source managers. There are no easy solutions to 
competing claims over heritage resources. I person
ally believe that specific issues should be resolved at 
the local level between aU parties with heritage in
terests and concerns. Archaeologists and Native 
Americans in California have made significant 
progress along these lines in the last ten years-com
promise solutions have often been worked out 
through quiet negotiation and mutual understand
ing. This has led to a greatly improved climate for 
heritage resource decision-making over what existed 
several years ago. All parties will never be complete
ly satisfied, but reasonable solutions are available 
that address concerns on both sides ofthe issue. 

The reaction to Stanford's decision expressed in 
the editorial comments referred to above clearly sides 
with those that oppose reburial on general grounds. 
It adds nothing new to the debate, and, I believe, 
misrepresents the society's position. I note on page 4 
of the same Newsletter that the SCA Executive Board 
discussed Stanford's decision on June 3, 1989 and 
that no action was taken. Thus, I conclude that the 
society has not taken an official position on Stan
ford's decision. I believe this is an appropriate stance 
for SCA which should seek to assist in the local reso
lution of reburial issues, rather than to participate in 
polarized debates. I would also like to note that the 
Newsletter reports on page 4 that Stanford's decision 
was unanimously approved by the university's an
thropology department and was the result of'"a re
spectful request by Indian representatives" rather 
than the result of strong political pressure as implied 
by the Newsletter's conclusion that "politics out
weighs science at Stanford." 

In conclusion, let me urge that in the future edi
torial comments in the Newsletter be signed and 
clearly identified as editorial in nature. It is fine for 
controversial views to be expressed in the Newsletter, 
but these should not be confused with the position of 
the SCA The Newsletter is generally well-edited and 
professional. Let's keep it that way. 

. James H. Cleland, Ph.D. 
cc: Jim Woodward, SCA President 
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NEbRASkA PASSES 

REbuRiAL LAW 
Thomas D. Thiessen and Mark J. Lynott 


Reprinted from the SOPANewsletter, 

August-September 1989 


On May 23, 1989, the Governor of Nebraska 
signed into law the Unmarked Human Burial Sites 
and Skeletal Remains Protection Act, which pro
hibits disturbance of unmarked human graves in the 
future and mandates the reburial of human remains 
and associated burial artifacts, including those from 
existing museum collections, which can be linked to 
modern tribes or family descendants. 

The law is an outgrowth of a bill introduced in 
1987, which would require the reburial of.wl Native 
American remains and burial artifacts housed in N e
braska museums. The 1987 bill was defeated in re
sponse to opposition expressed by the State's citizens. 
In the 1989 legislative session, a successor bill, LB 
340, was introduced and passed the required three 
floor votes. Although substantially amended during 
floor debate, the law as passed still has serious prob
lems, primarily relating to the vagueness of defini~ 
tions; the unfeasibility of the board established to ar
bitrate disputes between institutions holding collec
tions and Indian tribes or individuals who request 
their return; and the time provided for scientific 
analysis. 

The major proponent of the bill is the Pawnee 
tribe of Oklahoma, which is represented in the mat
ter by attorneys of the Native American Rights Fund 
(NARF), including Walter Echo-Hawk and Robert 
Peregoy. After the defeat of the 1987 bill, the 
Pawnees attempted to negotiate with the Nebraska 
State Historical Society for the return of ancestral re
mains and burial artifacts. The Society refused to 
tum over any such materials unless the Pawnees 
met certain conditions, among which was a request 
that the Indians provide the Society with a reburial 
plan that insures the continued existence of the ma
terials. Unwilling to compromise and frustrated by 
the Society's refusal, the tribe then sought a legisla
tive solution by enlisting the help of a sympathetic 
member of the legislature to introduce a bill primari
ly authored by NARF. Aided by several legislators, 
NARF organized a highly effective lobby to support 
LB 340. Two local lobbyists were hired for fees said 
to total $110,000. Archeologist Roderick Sprague and 
anthropologist Deward E. Walker, Jr., testified in 
support of LB 340 at the committee hearing. 

LB 340 created a bitter controversy in the state. 
Aided by the Nebraska Indian Commission, NARF 
and its allies in the legislature waged a press cam

paign designed to discredit the Nebraska State His
torical Society and especially its director, James A 
Hanson. A concerned citizens group formed to stimu
late like-minded citizens of the state to urge their 
legislative representatives to oppose the bill. An al
ternative reburial bill, modeled almost verbatim on 
the existing Oklahoma law, was advocated by the 
professional community in the state but was killed in 
committee. The University of Nebraska remained 
silent on the issue, but individual archeologists em
ployed by the University spoke out against LB 340 as 
private individuals, as did other state and federally
employed archeologists in Lincoln. The Association 
of Students of the University of Nebraska and the 
Nebraska Democratic Party passed resolutions sup
porting the intent ofLB 340. The Nebraska chapters 
of the American Civil Liberties Union, the Rainbow 
Coalition, and the Bishop of the Lincoln Roman 
Catholic Diocese also came out in support of the bill. 

LB 340 passed through legislature for several 
reasons, including the fact that Nebraska has the 
only unicameral legislature in the United States; 
consequently, the bill did not benefit from delibera
tion in two legislative houses. The NARF-led cam
paign to advocate the bill was highly organized and 
well funded. The bill was actively supported by pow
erful allies in the Legislature and the State Attorney 
General's office, and the legislative body generally ig
nored the opinions of state-employed historical and 
archeologist authorities and the professional commu
nity in general. Advocates of the bill successfully fo
cused much of the debate on the credibility of the Ne
braska State Historical Society, thereby diverting 
public attention from the real issues at stake. The 
professional archeological and museum community 
in Nebraska was slow to realize the threat to existing 
museum collections posed by the bill, and did not 
form an effective counter-lobby. Little assistance in 
opposing the bill was forthcoming from archeologists 
or physical anthropologists from outside the state 
(there are no practicing physical anthropologists in 
Nebraska at the present time). It was not realized 
until too late that NARF was simultaneously advo
cating a different and less stringent reburial legisla
tion in Kansas. Public opinion in the state generally 
supported the reburial concept, which was portrayed 
in press coverage as a freedom of religion issue, not a 
historical preservation concern. 

Because it requires reburial of both human re
mains and burial artifacts from existing museum col
lections, the Nebraska law is perhaps the harshest 
and most severe of any reburial law yet adopted by 
any state. 

Further information can be obtained from SOPA 
President Mark J. Lynott, Midwest Archeological 
Center, Federal Bldg., Room 474, 100 Centennial 
Mall North, Lincoln, NE 68508 (4021437-5392). 
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COUNTY of SAN DiEGO 

AdoPTS NEW ORdiNANCE 

fOR RESOURCE PROTECTioN 
The County of San Diego recently adopted Ordi

nance No. 7631, which, among other provisions, re
quires protection rather than salvage of cultural re
sources (of course there are some loopholes). Some of 
the sections pertaining to cultural resources are cited 
below: 

Article I. Findings, Purpose, and Intent. 

The Board of Supervisors finds that the unique to
pography, ecosystems and natural characteristics of 
the County are fragile, irreplaceable resources that 
are vital to the general welfare of all residents; that 
special controls on development must be established 
for the County's wetlands, floodplains, steep slopes, 
sensitive biological habitats, and prehistoric and his
toric sites; and that present methods adopted by the 
County must be strengthened in order to guarantee 
the preservation of these sensitive lands. This Ordi
nance win protect sensitive lands and prevent their 
degradation and loss by requiring the Resource Pro
tection Study for certain discretionary projects .... 

Article II. Definitions. 

14. "Significant prehistoric or historic sites": Lo
cation of past intense human occupation where 
buried deposits can provide information regarding 
important scientific research questions about prehis
toric or historic activities that have scientific, reli
gious, or other ethnic value oflocal, regional, state, or 
federal importance. Such locations shall include, but 
not be limited to: any prehistoric or historic district, 
site, interrelated collection of features or artifacts, 
building, structure, or object included in or eligible 
for inclusion in the National Register of Historic 
Places or the State Landmark Register; or included 
or eligible for inclusion, but not previously rejected, 
for the San Diego County Historical Site Board List; 
any area of past human occupation located on public 
or private land where important prehistoric or his
toric activities and/or events occurred; and any loca
tion of past of current sacred religious or ceremonial 
observances protected under Public Law 95-341, the 
American Indian Religious Freedom Act or Public 
Resources Code Section 5097.9, such as buria1(s), pic
tographs, petroglyphs, solstice observatory sites, sa
cred shrines, religious ground figures, and natural 
rocks or places which are of ritual, ceremonial, or sa
cred value to any prehistoric or historic ethnic group. 

Article IV. Permitted Uses and Development Crite
ria. 

Within the following categories of sensitive lands, 
only the following uses shall be permitted and the 
following development standards and criteria shall 
be met provided, however, that where the extent of 
environmentally sensitive lands on a particular legal 
lot is such that no reasonable economic use of such 
lot would be permitted by these regulations, then an 
encroachment into such environmentally sensitive 
lands to the minimum extent necessary to provide for 
such reasonable use may be allowed: 

7. Significant Prehistoric or Historic Sites. De
velopment, trenching, grading, clearing and grub
bing, or any other activIty or use damaging to signifi
cant prehistoric or historic site lands shall be prohib
ited, except for scientific investigations with an ap
proved research design prepared by an archaeologist 
certified by the Society of Professional Archaeolo
gists. 

Article VI. General Provisions. 

A. Violations. Any person violating the provi
sions of this Ordinance [is] guilty of a misdemeanor. 

3. Paying a fine or serving a jail sentence shall 
not relieve any person from responsibility for correct
ing any condition which violates any provision of this 
Ordinance. Until such restoration or mitigation to 
the satisfaction of the County is completed, the viola
tor shall be prohibited from doing any further devel
opment activities on the land affected. 

ARCItAEOLoGY iN TItE 


CENTRAL VALLEY !! 

The September 1989 issue of the TULARG Re

port (the Newsletter of the Tulare Lake Archaeologi
cal Research Group), lists two additional groups ac
tive in the Central Valley. The groups, named the 
Coalinga Archaeological Research Group (CARP) and 
the Fresno Archaeological Research Group (FRES
NARG), bring together professionals and avocation
als for serious research [and, we would guess, good 
old-fashioned fun-ed.]. For information on CARP 
contact Bill Johnson, Dan Foster, or Richard Jenkins 
at the CDF Archeology Office, P.O. Box 944246, 
Sacramento, CA 94244-2460. We don't have an ad
dress for FRESNARG, but try the Fresno County Ar
chaeological Society at P.O. Box 11882, Fresno, CA 
93775. TULARG can be reached at 9017 Feather 
River Way, Sacramento, CA 95826. 
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ARdw:olOGk:AI. NOTES, COI'01NUEd fROM PAGE 8 

Many features of the Redmonds' way of 
life-from their purchase of mass-marketed con
sumer goods to their practice of subsistence agricul
ture in an emergent urban setting-are reflected in 
the artifact collection. 

The report by Mary Praetzellis and Adrian Praet
zellis, "Carriage Maker to Undertaker or The Red
monds Clean House: Archaeology of an 1870s Fami
ly" is available for $5.00 from Mary Praetze11is, 5503 
Corbett Circle, Santa Rosa, CA 95403. 

IRON FURNACE AT MissioN 

SAN JUAN CApisTRANO 


Glenn Farris 

Two brick furnaces excavated at Mission San 
Juan Capistrano by Chapman College archaeologist 
Nicholas Magalousis have been identified by metal
lurgist Dr. T.J. Koppenaal as used in the making of 
wrought iron. Previous conjecture on the part of mis
sion historians had been that the furnaces had been 
used in rendering tallow. However, Magalousis and 
student Scott A McLeod's independent research led 
them to suspect otherwise. Koppenaal's study con
firmed their suspicion with solid evidence. It had 
been thought that Hispanic California had relied 
strictly on wrought iron imported from Mexico or 
from the Russians at Fort Ross. This discovery has 
demonstrated otherwise. 

Important physical features of the furnaces, 
known as Catalan Forges (Farga Catalan) are: 

1 The upper two-thirds of each structure is seen to 
be in the shape of an inverted, truncated cone. 

2. The hearth area is about four feet in diameter by 
about three feet high. 

3. An air pipe about 6-inches in diameter exists in 
the hearth area about 30-inches from the bottom of 
the furnace. The air pipe, or tuxere, is at an entry 
angle of 30 degrees. 

4. A small interior arch exists in the front of each 
furnace. 

5. A water drainage channel runs directly between 
the two furnaces. ... 
6. The entire structure is of brick/masonry construc
tion. 

7. The structures are on a slope that faces the sea 
breeze. 

A report was prepared on this discovery by Dr. 
Koppenaal entitled: "A Metallurgical Analysis of Two 
Furnace Structures at Mission San Juan Capistra

no." His address is: Dr. T.J. Koppenaal, 21095 White
bark, Mission Vieja, CA 92692. 

CA-ORA-ll~l 
Vicki L. Mason 

During the course of grading Lake No.6 at the 
David Baker Memorial Golf Course, Orange County, 
an archaeological monitor discovered a mid-late 19th 
century historic site under more than five feet of San
ta Ana River floodplain deposits. Salvage excava
tions were commenced by Chambers Group of Santa 
Ana to recover at least a sample of the data before it 
was covered and/or destroyed. 

Three loci were delineated. One area contained 
the remains of a wattle and daub structure and ra
mada, while the other two areas contained circular 
hearths and trash deposits. Preliminary analysis 
was discussed in a previous Newsletter article (Vol. 
21, No.5); an initial hypothesis regarding a Chinese 
occupation has now been rejected. During final re
search, it became apparent that the actual residents 
were Hispanic-American and were living here from 
the 1840s to the 1870s. At about this time they 
abandoned the area, leaving the structure to be scav
enged and subject to the elements. At some point af
ter abandonment, the structure was destroyed by 
fire. 

The total material cultural assemblage, which in
cludes gilt-decorated plates, Asian and European im
ported ceramics, and local coarse wares suggest these 
residents fared well economically, yet were living in 
the rural frontier. Examples from the assemblage 
are on display at the clubhouse of the David Baker 
Memorial Golf Course (loan courtesy of the County of 
Orange). 

VOLUME I of COLUMbiAN 

CONSEQUENCES Publisl1Ed 
Gary S. Breschini and Trudy Haversat 

Columbian Consequences is a three-volume se
ries sponsored by the Society for American Archae
ology and published by the Smithsonian Institution 
to address the social, demographic, ecological, ideo
logical, and human repercussions of Columbus's ar
rival in 1492. Deliberately timed to precede the 
Columbian Quincentenary observances of 1992, this 
series explores the nature of early European-Native 
American interactions across the Spanish Border
lands, which run from San Francisco to St. Augus
tine, Florida. 

The first volume, now available, is titled Co
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Address Correction Requested 

UpcOMiNG EVENTS 
-October 27-29, 1989. California Committee for the 

Promotion of History, Ninth Annual Conference, 
Willits, Mendocino County. Contact Dan Taylor, 
Mendocino County Museum, 400 East Commercial 
Street, Willits, CA 95490 or call (707) 459-2736. 

-November 3, 1989. State Historical Resources 
Commission meeting, Riverside. 

-November 4, 1989. Society for California Archae
ology Northern Data Sharing Meeting, Califor
nia State University, Chico. Contact Greg Green
way, Mendocino National Forest, 420 E. Laurel 
Street, Willows, CA 95988 or phone (916) 934
3316. 

-November 4, 1989. The San Diego Museum of 
Man presents Rock Art '89. Registration at 9:00 
AM, sessions start at 9:30. Admission $8.50 (stu
dents $7.50). The location is the auditorium of the 
San Diego Natural History Museum in Balboa 
Park. Contact Ken Hedges at 1350 EI Prado, Bal
boa Park, San Diego, CA 92101. 

-November 11, 1989. Kelso Conference on Mojave 
Desert Prehistory, at Roy's in Amboy, CA. For ad
ditional information contact Mark Q. Sutton at 
(805) 664-3153 or Joan Schneider at (714) 780
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PERMIT No. 4'6 

1332. (You must give a paper to participate.) 
-March 7-10, 1990. The National Council on Public 

History and the Southwest Oral History Associa
tion Annual Meeting, San Diego. Contact Murney 
Gerlach, History Department, University of San 
Diego, San Diego, CA 92110 or phone (619) 260
4600 ext. 4756. 

-April 4-7, 1990. Society for California Archae
ology Annual Meeting, Foster City (by the San 
Francisco Airport). 

Last Minute Note 
The County of San Diego is seeking individuals 
with a background in archaeology for the Environ
mental Management Specialist I and II position. 
Requires active certification in the Society of Profes
sional Archaeologists and 1-3 years of experience in 
a lead archaeology position. Apply by 5:00 pm Octo
ber 27,1989. For details contact Department ofHu
man Resources, 1600 Pacific Highway, Room 207, 
San Diego, CA 92101 (619) 531-5114 or 236-2191. 


