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Dr. Emma Lou Davis ...
passed away peacefully In the early morning hours of Wednesday, October 19, 1988.

•

''We were created in this desert at Awikwamrne and have lived here for all time. AJ.l of the places we have
stayed and lived are special to us for they are filled with the spirits of our ancestors... in our lifestyle, as we
live it today, once in a while we need to go back to these places. They are reminders that we are human and
that the greater side of us, the spiritual side of us, still needs to be fed by sources from the spiritual world."
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CoNTROVERSiAL ITEMS TO hE DiscussEd by SHRC
According to an announcement from Sandra J .
Elder, Assistant Executive Secretary .f or the State
Historical Resources Commission:

also been noted:
1. More and more sites are not being recorded at all.
When this is pointed out, field archaeologists say
that the level of recordation required is simply too
onerous, etc.

At the November 3, 1988 workshop meeting of
the State Historical Resources Commission, a letter
from Roberta S. Greenwood concerning the proposed
draft policy about archaeological site records was discussed. In order for the Commission to take any action on this subject matter, it must be on the agenda
of a Commission meeting. The Commission requested that a notice be placed in the SCA Newsletter

2. There is talk at at least one Information Center in
generating another form (simpler than the existing
one) for "insignificant" sites.
3. There seems to be an inability amongst the Information Centers to regulate their criteria for accepting site records to the extent that some !Cs do not
use any criteria (other than a "dot on a map") for acceptance, while others' standards are so rigorous that
records are returned for additional information far
more often than they are assigned Trinomials. This
lack of contirmity is destructive of the entire system.

The following items will be placed on the February 3, 1989 meeting to be held in Rancho Santa Fe,
San Diego County:
• OHP proposal regarding archaeological site
records and trinomial assignment;

The Office of Historic Preservation has the following considerations in mind in establishing a new
policy for the inclusion of archaeological site information into the California Archaeological Inventory·

• Regional Information Centers: management,
funding, problems, and prospects; and
• Miscellaneous archaeological problems.

1. It is more important to have all known sites in-

cluded in the inventory than to have a tremendously
high level of information on those sites that are included.

A copy of an early working draft of the proposed
policy concerning archaeological site records has
been sent to the Newsletter As far as we know, it
has not yet been circulated to archaeologists for review and comment. This document is reproduced in
its entirety below.

2. It is more important that sites be included in the
Inventory in an expeditious time frame than to afford every record a minute and time-consuming review.
3. It is more important to have all sites included in a
single inventory than have a multiple number of inventories based on varying levels and interpretations
of significance.

CALIFORNIA ARCHAEOLOGICAL INVENTORY, OFFICE OF IDSTORIC PRESERVATION

4. It is more important to have uniform standards of I
acceptance throughout the State than allow very
high standards in one area and very low standards in
another.
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Draft
TRINOMIAL ASSIGNMENT POLICY
ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITE RECORDS

5. The Information Centers are only information
gatherers and disseminators. They have no coercive
powers and when they attempt to be coercive they
have inevitably failed.

Preamble
Since 1984, the Archaeological Community of
California, the Information Centers of the California
Archaeological Inventory, and the Office of Historic
Preservation have been attempting to improve the
quality of information recorded about archaeological
sites. The major effort has gone into the production
of new archaeological forms and a Handbook concerning the information requested on these forms.
This effort has been successful in a number of ways.
For instance, there is no question that sites which
are recorde d are better recorded now than four years
ago. However, the following negative results have

Draft

POLICY GOVERNING THE ASSIGNMENT OF
TRINOMIALS TO ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITES
AND THE ACCEPTANCE OF THESE SITE
RECORDS INTO THE CALIFORNIA
ARCHAEOLOGICAL INVENTORY
CONTiNUEd ON PAGE 4

2

SCA ANNUAL MEETiNG
CALL foR PAPERS
The 1988 Annual Meetings will be held at the
Pacifica Hotel near Marina Del Rey, March 16-18. If
you have a paper to present at these meetings, or if
you would like to chair a symposium, it is time for
you to put together your abstracts and send them in.
Abstracts should include the names of all authors
(beginning with the presenter), a title, and an outline
of 100 words or less. All presentations should be limited to 20 minutes in length unless special arrangements have been made with the symposia chairperson and Program Chair. The Program Chair for the
meetings is Constance Cameron. Deadline for abstracts is December 31, 1988. All abstracts and
ideas for special symposia should be sent to:
Constance Cameron
-Museum of Anthropology
California State University
Fullerton, CA 92634
(714) 773-3977

•

LETTER TO Tl-tE EdiTOR
October 20, 1988
I write to express my concerns over the recent
ballot proposal (Newsletter Vol. 22, No. 4) to increase
SCA dues from $15.00 to $25.00. My belated comments are due, in part, to the fact that my Newslet1 ter was postmarked in Portiand September 3, 2 days
after the ballot due date and 12 days after the next
Newsletter deadline.

While I will be among the last to argue that costs
to the Society have not risen greater to or proportional with inflationary trends and expenses, I do have a
problem with using the dues increase to fund the
Proceedings. But first, a general comment on cash
flow.
The profit from the 1988 Annual Meeting was
over $3,000. Last month I was notified that the
check written to the Society · had been cancelled by
our credit union in Redding. It apparently had languished in the Treasurer's hands for two months after the Annual Meeting! Local Arrangements Chair
Amy Foster and myself worked hard on that meeting
to keep expenses down and to provide a quality facility and environment. I am irritated about the delay
in processing the check, and am more concerned

about the Society's money management than it's
need for additional income at this time.
Sales of the 1987 Proceedings weren't exactly
brisk, although I did make my obligatory purchase at
the Annual Meeting. Assuming that the old principle
of supply and demand is at work here, I suggest that
the Society could allocate its funds to a more suitable
undertaking than what is apparently a vanity publication. I know and expect that there will be rebuttals to this position, that as a professional organization, and as a professional responsibility, we need to
disseminate our research. I also would be interested,
however, as to the number of our members who actually read the Proceedings and used them beyond that
reading. I doubt that the general public has matched
that number.
The question comes down to this: what is our
willingness to pay for a publication (and attendant
postage) which comes to us ·through a general dues
increase, [a publication) which we will not support
through voluntary purchase? There is not the demand to support it. Alternatively, use profits from
the Annual Meeting to offset the expense of publishing the Proceedings. Perhaps that would be an incentive to run the meetings profitably in the future.
I would support a general dues increase for public outreach, legal affairs and scholarships. I question the wisdom of the present proposal.

Michael Boynton
Columbia River Gorge NSA
902 Wasco Avenue
Hood River, OR 97031

REPORT ON THE NORTliERN
DATA Sl-tARiNG MEETiNG
Glenn Farris
The SCA Northern Data Sharing Meeting took
place at California State University, Sacramento on
October 15, 1988. It was attended by 80 people who
heard a diverse set of talks on archaeology in the
Sierra, the Great Valley, and the Coast. Plenty of
good discussion followed the presentations, and even
a temporary circuit breaker problem with the overhead lights did not deter the participants. Many
thanks to Dana McGowan who made the arrangements with the University and to Jerry Johnson and
the Department of Anthropology at CSUS who sponsored us for use of the facilities. Jim Woodward, SCA
President-Elect gave a pitch for membership and sue-

ceeded in signing up a number of people on the spot.

Bob Cartier (Archaeological Resource Management):
Permanent Display of the Scotts Valley Collection.

Papers presented at the Northern Data Sharing
Meeting were as follows:

Alan Leventhal (San Jose State University): Reinterpretation of Bay Shore Mounds: A View from Mortuary Complex CA-ALA-329.

Glenn Farris (California Department of Parks and
Recreation): Applications of Dendrochronology on the
California Coast: Examples from Fort Ross and the
Santa Cruz Mission Adobe.
Leslie Hartzell (University of California, Davis): Preliminary Findings from Survey and Excavation at the
Tu.le Elk Reserve (Southern San Joaquin Valley).

Rock

SyMposiuM

AT Tl-IE ANNUAL MEETiNG

Kent Lightfoot (University of California, Berkeley):
Fort Ross Survey: An Overview of Recent Field Survey and Limited Mitigation.

The Society for California Archaeology will hold
their 1989 Annual Meeting on March 16-18 at the
Pacifica Hotel in Marina del Rey. I am currently organizing a rock art symposium to be held there, and I
would like to invite you to participate. Papers should
be 20 minutes in length, and might be on any rock
art topic from California or Baja California. If you
are interesti~d in participating please send me a title
and short abstract of your paper before December 31,
1988. If you know of anyone else who might like to
participate, please pass this information on to them
as well. You may contact me at the following address
and phone number.

Julia Costello (Foothill Resource Associates): Calaveras Big Trees Excavation Project.
David Bieling (Sonoma State University): Preliminary Analysis of an Upper Archaic Period Workshop
at the Annadel Obsidian Quarry.
E. Breck Parkman (California Department of Parks
and Recreation): Burying John Belushi (monitoring
for a movie crew at Mackerricker State Park).
Susan Alvarez (Sonoma State University): Recent Archaeology at Tomales Bay.

E. Breck Parkman
Department of Parks and Recreation
Northern Region Headquarters
3033 Cleveland Avenue, Suite 110
Santa Rosa, CA 95403-2186
(707) 576-2185

Dana McGowan (Sacramento State University): Two
Unusual Rock Alignments in Eastern Sacramento
County.
Greg White (University of California, Davis): Dune
Site Excavations at Mackerricker State Park.

CONTROVERSY CONTiNUEd fROM PAGE

ART
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use encouraged.

I. Level of formal training of the recorder is not a
inclusion of an archaeological site
record into the Inventory.

I consideration for

A packet with additional information may also be
obtained from Ms. Elder.

II. A site record shall be assigned a Trinomial if:

We recommend that archaeologists examine this
proposed. policy very carefully, and that any comments be sent to the State Historical Resources Commission and/or the California Office of Historic
Preservation, P. 0 . Box 942896, Sacramento, CA
94296-0001. Comments must be received before January 24, 1989 in order to be copied and distributed to
the members of the commission prior to the meeting.
[Please send copies of your comments to the
Newsletter as well.]

1. The site record is a clean, type-written re-

producible copy.
2. It is apparent that the site being recorded
meets the minimal definition of an archaeological site as specified in the Handbook for Completing an Archaeological Site Record, and;
3. The site is -plotted on a copy of the pertinent
USGS 7.5' Quadrangle.
III. In the event of internal discrepancies in locational information, the plot on the USGS map shall
be considered final.

SCA members may also wish to attend the meeting or to testify before the Commission on February
3, 1989. Contact SCA President Mike Glassow (address on page 11) for meeting location, time, and other details.

Iv. The Handbook for Completing an Archaeological
Site Record shall continue to be referenced and its
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resin, sap or other natural substances. The sinew or
other materials could have left stains.

Tf.tRow AwAy

Clovis points have been found at mammoth-kill
sites in the American Southwest. The prehistoric
elephants were in the Pacific Northwest. But a survey of the orchard with ground-penetrating radar did
not reveal any mammoth bones nearby.

Reprinted from an article by Hill Williams which appeared in the Seattle Times, Sunday October 2, 1988.
There is new evidence that the oldest tools ever
found in this state-spear points more than 11,000
years old-were used to kill or butcher a now-extinct
form of giant bison that roamed the post-ice age
countryside.

The great age of the deposit, first inferred from
the style of the points, was confirmed when geologists found shards of volcanic ash in the soil around
the points. It was identified as ash from eruptions of
Glacier Peak between 11,000and12,000 years ago.

Discovery of animal-blood residues on the stone
points adds to the importance of one of the hottest archaeological sites in North America, an ·apple orchard near East Wenatchee.

Geologists say that the country near what is
now East Wenatchee was not much different
11,000 years ago than it is today. The ice sheet
had retreated far to the north and glaciers had
withdrawn to the mountains.

The stone objects are known as Clovis
points, believed to have been used by the first
people who made their way -south of the ice
sheets that once spanned the continent. Clovis points have been found throughout the
nation, all in sites dated between 11,000
and 11,500 years old.

The terrace on which the famous apple orchard stands, about 200 feet above the
Columbia River, was formed by great floods
in the late ice age. Huge lakes behind ice
dams released tremendous volumes of water when the dams failed.

But the finds at East Wenatchee
turned up the most Clovis points ever
found in one place, 14 of them, as well as
the biggest, about nine inches long.
Their size raised questions as to whether
they were working points or ceremonial
objects.

Obviously, the Clovis people who left
the points were there after the last catastrophic flood. Otherwise, all trace of their
presence would have been swept away.
After the floods, windstorms picked
up finely ground rock left behind by the
glacier and deposited it over the area !
creating fertile farmland like that in th~
orchard.
,..,.,,
,.,,
.
. t
. I
·1ne
v1ov1s
pc1nws
were d.iscovere d m
May 1987 while workers were digging a
trench for an orchard sprinkler. A team
directed by Mehringer explored the site
last April and found more artifacts.
Then the site was filled in and protected
from souvenir hunters by four-ton concrete slabs. Mehringer hopes to resume
digging next summer.

But when Peter Mehringer of Washington State University, director of the
excavations, examined the points in his
I laboratory, he found what he believed to
be faint traces of blood. Tests by Margaret Newman at the University of Calgary tentatively identified bovine-blood
residues on three of the points, including
one of the biggest.
Mehringer found two other clues
that the ancient points had been on the
business end of spears:
• The edges at the bases of the points
had been ground to make them dull. This
was common practice among early hunters
to prevent sharp edges from cutting
through bindings that fastened the point to
the spear shaft.

"But first we must do all we can to understand what the country was like when
the people were there 11,000 years ago, what plants
and animals were here and the technologies of the
people," Mehringer said. "We need to know what
questions to ask before we reopen the site."

• There are stains on the base of the largest point
from the binding that once held the point to a shaft.
The ancient hunters presumably used the same technique as the Indians of later times in binding the
point with sinew and then sticking it down with

Mehringer is also seeking money to continue the
dig which has been funded in part by the Nationa
Geographic Society.
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BidwELL MANsioN, Cf.tico

SANTA CRuz MissioN AdobE

An archaeologicaVarchitectural study of additions to the historic Bidwell Mansion, built beginning
in 1865 by noted California pioneer John Bidwell,
was undertaken in 1988. The project was led by
State Archaeologist Kathleen Davis who did the bulk
of the field work as well as the final report. An historical component to the report was written by Edna
Kimbro.

Several redwood samples taken from the roof
plates of the Santa Cruz Mission Adobe (built 1824)
were dated by dendrochronologist Lester 0 . White.
Although the use of dendrochronology on the California coast had been viewed with some skepticism m
the past, the results of White's analysis were very
convincing.
Two of the samples showed cutting dates of
September 1823 and April 1824 respectively. Considering the practice of the time of using green wood in
adobe structures, the dates fit very well with the mission's annual reports which tell us that this section of
the adobe vras added on to in 1824.

Following the death of John Bidwell at the turn
of the century, his wife Annie continued to live in and
add to the structure. She died in 1918 and the building passed into other hands, eventually becoming a
state park.

As part of the efforts of the Department of Parks
and Recreation to return the structure to the appearance it had in the Bidwell's lifetime, it was necessary
to determine what portions were actually associated
with which periods of renovation. An expensive project of wall stripping, paint cratering, and careful
recording of the extant structure was combined with
an exhaustive historical study of diaries, photos, oral
interviews, and other documentary evidence.
A preliminary report on the methods and findings has been prepared by Davis and Kimbro and is
available on request from the California Department
of Parks and Recreation, Resource Protection Division, P.O. Box 942896, Sacramento, CA 94296-0001.

FiELd OppORTUNiTiES
The Foundation for Field Research has announced its 1989 field schedule. Included are the following expeditions of possible interest [contact the
Foundation at 787 South Grade Road, P.O. Box 2010,
Alpine, CA 92001, or phone (619)445-9264]. Dates
and tax-deductible share of costs (not including airfare) are included.

A third roof plate was even more intriguing. It
showed clear evidence of being reused from some other structure due to the presence of mortise holes
which had no utility in the 1824 building. The possibility of its having been from a corridor lintel of an
earlier building was suggested. However, we had no
real clue as to what building that may have been. Of
course, the most likely candidate was a mysterious
"angled adobe" whose foundations ran under the east
end of the 1824 structure. The question remained,
what building might this be?
The dendrochronology date of cutting was reported by White as 1810. An examination of the annual
report of that year showed only work in the main
mission quadrangle. However, for the year 1811
there was mention of the construction of an infirmary. Such a building could well have been built at
an unorthodox angle to make the best use of the sun
for the patients. Whether this hypothesis works out
remains to be seen. Suffice it to say for now that the
use of dendrochronology has provided both confirmation of a somewhat sketchy historical record in the
case of the 1824 Santa Cruz Mission Adobe, as well
as pointed the direction to learning the identity of
- themysterious "angled adobe."

Archaeological excavation of a 1500 year old
Amerindian cemetery on Grenada. January 7-21,
1989, $900.

Tucson, Arizona, ca. 800-1300 AD. April 1-15,
1989; $435 1 week, $590 2 weeks.

Historic excavation of a trading post used in 1865
along the Butterfield stage route in Southern
California. March 18-24, 1989, $345.

Underwater archaeological work in the
Columbia River, Oregon uncovering historic and
prehistoric artifacts. June 27-July 4, 1989, $390
non-diver, $510 diver.

Archaeological survey for prehistoric sites in
Anza Borrego State Park, California. March 2731, 1989, $295.

Rock art research in the wilderness of Ontario,
Canada; travel by float plane and canoe to reach
the site. August 7-14, 1989, $990.

Excavation of a prehistoric Hohokam village near
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MoRE PoTliUNTERS

IMPORTANT Cl-IANGES iN Tl-IE

BiTE Tl-IE DusT

ARcliAEoloGicAl RESOURCES
PROTECTioN AcT of

Michael P. Sampson
In the September 1988 issue of the SCA Newsletter (Vol. 22, No. 5), I wrote a short article regarding a
pothunting case in Anza-Borrego Desert State Park.
The article discusses how Section 5097.99 might be
applied in incidents of site vandalism. In this case,
two individuals were cited for excavating without authority in a large prehistoric site. They were caught
in the act, and numerous artifacts were found in
their possession.

The Congress has passed, and the President
signed, important changes to the Archaeological Resources Protection Act of 1979 (Public Law 96-95; 16
u.s.c. 470ii).

PL 100-588 (H.R. 4068). This amends the Act:
(a) Section 3(3) of such Act is amended by striking out the semicolon at the end thereof and substituting a period.

This case has a happy ending for future court
cases against pothunters in San Diego County. One
of the individuals pleaded "no contest" to a violation
of Public Resources Code Section 5097.5 (see below),
and received a tough sentence. (The other individual
failed to appear in court, so a bench warrant was issued for his arrest.) The sentence passed down for
this misdemeanor offense was as follows: (1) A fine
of $500 as well as penalty assessments, plus $200 to
the court's restitution fund; (2) serve 250 hours of
volunteer work through the United Way; (3} write a
sincere letter of apology to the Cahuilla People at the
Los Coyotes Indian Reservation (for disturbing the
remains of their ancestors); (4) serve three years
l)robation. This sentence demonstrates that cases of
vandalism to archaeological sites are being taken seriously by the courts.

(b) Section 6(a) of such act is amended by inserting after "deface" the following: "or attempt to excavate, remove, damage, or otherwise alter or deface"

(c) Section 6(d) of such act is amended by striking
"$5,000" and inserting in lieu thereof"$500"
(d) Section 10 of such act is amended by adding
·the following new subsection at the end thereof:
"(e) Each Federal land manager shall establish a
program to increase public awareness of the significance of the archaeological resources located on public lands and Indian lands and the need to protect
such resources. Each such land manager shall submit an annual report to the Committee on Interior
and Insular Affairs of the United States House of
Representatives and to the Committee on Energy
and Natural Resources of the United States Senate
regarding the actions taken under such program."

Public RESOURCES CodE
SECTiON

1979

PL 100-555 (S. 1985). This adds a new section to
the Act:

-;097.-;

No person shall knowingly and willfully excavate
- - - -upon, or remove, destroy, injure or deface any historic
or prehistoric ruins, burial grounds, archaeological or
vertebrate paleontological site, including fossilized
footprints, inscriptions made by human agency, or
any other archaeological, paleontological or historical
feature, situated on public lands, except with the express permission of the public agency having jurisdiction over such lands. Violation of this section is a
misdemeanor.

"Sec. 14. The Secretaries of the Interior, Agriculture, and Defense and the Chairman of the Board of
theTennessee Valley Authority shall-

As used in this section, "public lands" means
lands owned by, or under the jurisdiction of, the
state, or any city, county, district, authority, or public
corporation, or any agency thereof.

"(c) develop documents for the reporting of suspected violations of this act and establish when those
documents are to be completed by officers, employees,
anci agents of their respective agencies."

"(a) develop plans for surveying lands under their
control to determine the nature and extent of archaeological resources on those lands;
"(b) prepare a schedule for surveying lands that
are likely to contain the most scientifically valuable
archaeological resources; and
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These changes in ARPA are very significant.

lie lands... " This section makes the attempt a prohibited act.

First, if the commercial or archaeological value of
the archaeological resources involved and the cost of
restoration and repair of such resources exceeds the
sum of $500, a felony conviction can be sought. The
sum used to be $5,000. This clearly puts more teeth
into the law. (Vehicles etc. can also be confiscated.)

Finally, Federal land managers, and in particular
the Secretaries of the Interior, Agriculture, and Defense, are again directed to inventory their lands.
This process was initially mandated by Executive Order 11593 in the early 1970s, but some agencies have
made little progress. As a part of this directive, land .
managers must also increase public awareness of the
significance of archaeological resources located on
public lands.

Secondly, the law used to read "No person may
excavate, remove, damage, or otherwise alter or deface any archaeological resource located on public
lands ..." It now reads "No person may excavate, remove, damage, or otherwise alter or deface, or attempt to excavate, remove, damage, or otherwise alter
or deface any archaeological resource located on pub-

These changes will make ARPA a much more effective piece of legislation, and will certainly contribute to archaeological site protection.

RECENT PublicATioNs fRoM CoyoTE PRESS
The following volumes in the series Coyote Press
Archives of California Prehistory are now available.
They may be ordered through Coyote Press at the address listed on page 11. Include $0.40 per book
($1.00 minimum) for mailing; California residents
also include 6% sales tax. Several other volumes
(numbers 23 through 28) are now in press and their
availability will be announced shortly.

•Analysis of Fish Remains from Two Archaeological Sites (CA-RIV-11 79 and CA-RIV-2827) at La
Quinta, Riverside County, California, by W. I.
Follett
•Summary and Inferences, by Philip J Wilke and
Mark Q. Sutton
21. Archaeological Excavations at CA-SFR-112,
the Stevenson Street Shellmound, San Francisco, California, by Allen G. Pastron and Michael R.
Walsh. Price $8.95.
This publication describes and interprets the
findings of a program of archaeological research conducted in 1986 at the Stevenson Street shellmound,
A..
a previol1sly unrecorded prehistoric site in the
heart of downtown San Francisco, California.
Occupied between A.D. 430-900, this village
A contains evidence of diverse subsistence activ~ ities. Also, because the site was deeply buried
prior to European occupation, it was subject to
little if any disturbance during the historic period.

20. Archaeological Investigations at CA-RIVll79, CA-RIV-2823, and CA-RIV-2827, La Quinta,
Riverside County, California, edited by Mark Q.
Sutton and Philip J. Wilke. Price $9.95.This publication includes the following sections:
•The Natural and Cultural Environment, by A
Philip J. Wilke
'
•Archaeological Investigations at the CARIV-2823 Rock Cairn Complex, by Mark "
Q. Sutton and Philip J. Wilke
•Test Excavations at CA-RIV-2827 by •
Mark Q. Sutton
• CA-RIV-11 79: Site Description, Research
Focus, Field Method, Stratigraphy, Features, and Dating, by Mark Q. Sutton
22. Papers on California Prehistory: 2.
• Ma{&rial Culture from CA-RIV-1179, by Mark Q. __Price $8.!l§.
Sutton
This publication includes the following papers:
•Shell Beads from CA-RIV-1179, by Chester D.
•Archaeology and Geology in the Calico MounKing
tains: Results of the (1970) International Confer• The Human Remains from CA-RIV-11 79, by
ence on the Calico Project, by Keith A Dixon.
Mark Q. Sutton and Robert M. Yohe II
•Tests of Subsurface Techniques for Archaeologi• Terrestrial and Avia n Faunal Remains from CAcal Site Discovery: Investigations at CA-TUORIV-1179, by Mark Q. Sutton and Robert M. Yohe
1029, CA-TU0-1030, and CA-TU0-1284, TuoII
lumne County, California, by Joseph L. Chartkoff
• Plant Remains Recovered by Flotation from CAand Kerry K Chartkoff.
•Archaeological Investigations at CA-FRE-115, in
RIV-1179, by Karen K Swope
•Analysis of Human Coprolites from CA-RIV-11 79
the Vermilion Valley, Eastern Fresno County,
and CA-RIV-2827 by Nancy Farrell
California, by William J. Wallace.

I
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request for a copy to the Business Office (address on
page 11). Every little bit will help our budget!

NEWS FROM TliE PRESidENT

Some of you may remember that last spring
Kathryn Gualtieri, California's SHPO, proposed that
members of the SCA board meet with her and her
staff to discuss historic preservation issues of mutual
concern. We agreed that such a meeting would be an
excellent idea, but Ms. Gualtieri ·resigned shortly
thereafter and the meeting was canceled. Later on,
Ms. Gualtieri decided to take her job back, so this fall
I contacted her to see if she was still interested in
meeting with us. She has written back suggesting
that we join the meeting of the Committee for Heritage and Tourism sometime in January. Jim Woodward and I are planning to attend that meeting. We
hope that this interaction will evolve into an effective
working relationship between SCA and OHP.

By the time you read this the holidays may be
over and you will probably be giving some thought to
the upcoming SCA Annual Meeting to be held at the
Pacifica Hotel in the Marina del Rey area of the Los
Angeles Basin-easy to get to this year since LAX is
just a few miles away and the hotel has a shuttle service. Connie Cameron, who is the program chair,
tells me that proposals for symposia and papers look
to be interesting and diverse. She may be able to accept a few late submissions if there are still some of
you out there with a paper or symposium topic.
The local arrangements chair for the 1989 Annual Meeting is now Paul Farnsworth, who is at the
UCLA Museum of Culture History. He took over
from Jeanne Arnold, who had to back out because of
fieldwork obligations through the spring.

The board would like to locate someone who
would be willing to serve as local arrangements chair
for the 1991 Annual Meeting-yes, that's right: 1991.
Jim Woodward is in the midst of recruiting members
to help with the 1990 Annual Meeting, which will be
at the Holiday Inn m Foster City near the SF Airport. However, we should have a commitment with a
hotel more than a year in advance, and past experience indicates that having somebody willing to handle local arrangements before the hotel is selected
makes a lot of sense. Since the 1990 Annual Meeting
will be in the north, the 1991 Annual Meeting should
be in the south. If you live in the south, ideally near
an airport with good commuter connections, as well
as near a hotel with adequate but not excessively expensive convention facilities, why not come forward?
Contact Jim Woodward or me (address on page 11).

You may remember that m the July 1988
Newsletter the board asked you to vote on whether
dues should be increased to $25.00 to cover the cost
of a copy of the Proceedings provided each year to every member. We received 27 ballots: 25 voted for the
increase (two added a note indicated the increase was
too small), one voted against, and one was blank.
The board presumed that this vote, although small,
is representative of the views of the membership.
This means that SCA will become similar to other re-giomiT archaeological societies in the nation in having
a publication provided with membership.
Regarding budgetary matters, SCA will just
barely be able to afford the production costs of this
year's Proceedings. There is virtually no leeway in
the annual budget, and we can only hope that unanticipated expenses do not crop up. If you have not yet
purchased your copy of last year's Proceedings, do so
today by sending a check for $17.00 along with your
.... :.':::=':·····.····":·· ·.·:.:·.-;;::\:'):t=::,::::-):::.°»··· ..:
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A happy and prosperous new year to you all.
Mike Glassow
President
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In the past, many archaeologists have been
rather casual about curation, often from a lack of options. Some collections were properly curated, some
were stored in basements or attics, some were stored
in inadequate departmental facilities, and some were
turned over to Indians or property owners; the latter
collections were generally stored in attics, basements, or rental facilities. Standards and costs varied tremendously among the institutions willing to
curate collections, and many areas of the state had

ARcliAEoloGicAl CuRATioN
BECOMiNG A HOT ISSUE
Gary S. Breschini and Trudy Haversat
Because of the need recently to curate an archaeological collection at an unfamiliar facility, we have
been running head on into a tidal wave of change
which is (or soon will be) sweeping California.

9

twenty years ago. To the facility, this was probably a
practical necessity-free up some space; to us it was
a criminal breach of the trust placed in the facility by
the archaeological profession.

no local facilities willing to accept collections. After
many years, new ways of doing things are permeating the profession. And as usual, change is not linear, but comes in fits and starts. The following sections discuss some of the problems and needs we
have identified:

This points up one of the first areas of conflict-who is going to run things? Obviously archaeological
decisions will have to be made by archaeologists, and
curatorial decisions by curators! We contend, although it will probably be considered heresy in some
quarters, that neither can function without the other
when it comes to archaeological collections.

Needs of the Archaeologist

As archaeologists our needs are simple-we only
want to store bulky collections in centrally located
repositories throughout California, and to be assured
that those collections will be available for research in
ten or a hundred or five hundred years. Further, the
collections need to be readily accessible, even on
short notice, convenient to use, and accompanied by
all of the proper documentation. However, all of
these simple needs run up against the ...

Another heresy-the facilities should accept, insure the long-term stability of, and then keep their
cotton-pickin' hands off of any archaeological collections which come in with sufficient funding to pay
their way. (The cost itself will place limits on what is
ultimately selected for storage.) However, unfunded
collections, of which there are already a great number, will always present a problem. And most collections today are somewhere in between these two extremes.

Needs of the Facility
... and frequently the needs of the curatorial facility do not coincide with the needs of archaeologists.
Curators may worry about things like lack of space,
limited staff, declining budgets, antiquated buildings,
and the whims of bureaucrats who want to waste
their budgets on other things.

There may be a number of areas in which costs
can be kept reasonable. Perhaps there should be two
or more categories of long-term storage. While papers and delicate materials may need humidity and
temperature controlled conditions, are there not materials which could be curated in virtually any typical
office environment (boxes of lithic debitage, glassware, etc.)? Perhaps there are ways of controlling
costs through centralization of collections into a few
large facilities.

Judging by letters in the SAA Bulletin and elsewhere, curatorial facilities don't want to· store tons of
repetitive jiHHt data; one example (horror story) mentions perhaps 100 storage boxes of No. 2 tin cans, all
mass-produced by the same factory using the same
methods and probably opened with the same can
opener. [However, reading between the lines, do we
detect a willingness to curate anything for any length
of time providing there is plenty of money associated
witliit?J -

One final problem for this issue: can we tum collections over to any group/facility not qualified to accept- them'? 0ther than gravegoods which must be
dealt with according to the mandates of state law,
how many Indian groups seeking collections have the
facilities to property maintain them? For that matter, how many amateur societies, junior colleges,
four-year institutions, and graduate schools have truly proper facilities? And what about property owners? For that matter, what are the proper facilities?

Somewhere between these two viewpoints we
need to establish some goals and standards which
can be widely agreed upon, readily met, and which
are not prohibitively expensive.
Discussion

-

Persons working within the structure of academic institutions have had access to general storage,
andsometimes formal facilities, but the stahis- of the
collections being stored has received relatively little
attention until recently. Some of these facilities have
also accepted some private collections or materials
generated by CRM archaeology. However, control of
the collections has passed from the hands of archaeologists to those running the facility, leading to some
problems. Because of storage problems, curators
have made archaeological decisions on what should
be kept and what should be dumped. A few years ago
we looked for a radiocarbon sample in the Lowie Museum only to find that it, along with hundreds of
shell and other samples, had been dumped about

We invite interested parties to send information
_ on facilities _!Yhi~h _are willing to accept archaeologi- _
cal collections to the Newsletter We are particularly
interested in their policies (including material preparation, documentation, and costs), and their administrative structure (i.e., will it be possible for some bureaucrat to dump the materials in forty or fifty
years? Will some curator save him the trouble by
dumping most of the collection in ten years?). We
will use appropriate portions of the submissions to
compile articles for future issues.
NEXT NEWSLETTER DEAdliNE
JANUARY

10

14, 1989

I> .,
@]

I
I
I

@I

'i

r.;;i

Society for California 5'Lrcliaeofogy
'I1it Society for California Ylrcfiaeo{ogy is a non-profit scientific antf education corporation. Its two

~ purpose.s are:

I
~

'Io facifitate coordination antf cooperation anwng arcfiaeo{ogists in California: (1) to stimufate scien-1
~ tific researcli in tfie arcfiaeo{ogy of California, (2) to pronwte antf maintain statu£artfs and goals for ar- ~
~ cliaeofogy in California, (3 to encourage tlie c£evefopment and use of new tecliniques for tlie 6etter recov- ~
~ ery, interpretation, and preservation of arcfr.aeofogical remains, (4) to conc£uct symposia and meetings for ~
~ the pre.sentation of arcfr.aeofogica! matters, and (5) to pu6[isfi and disseminate information on arcfr.aeo- ~
~
~ {ogica[ re.searcli in California.

~
'Io facilitate efforts 6etween arcfr.aeofogists and a[[ citizens of California: (6) to stimufate greater ~
~ pu6[ic interest in and understanding of tlie tecliniques andgoals of arcfiaeofogy in California, (7) to ais- ~
~ seminate educational information to tlie pu6[ic, {8) to encourage anti assist in tlie conservation of arcfr.ae- ~

~ ofogical remains for future researcli and pu6[ic k_nowledfie, (9) to aiscourage and curtail tlie destructive ~
~ ezyfoitation in California of arcfr.aeofogica! resources, and {10) to increase pu6[ic appreciation and sup- ~
~ port for scientific arcfr.aeo{ogy in California.
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UpcoMiNG EVENTS
-January 5-9, 1989. First Joint Archaeological Conference. Joint meeting of Society for Historical Archaeology, Archaeological Institute of America,
American Philological Association, American
School of Oriental Research. Convention Center,
Baltimore, Maryland. Contact via Archaeological
Institute, 675 Commonwealth Avenue, Boston, MA
02215.
-February 3, 1989. State Historical Resources
Commission meeting, Rancho Santa Fe. See article- in nextNewslelter · · - -February 3-5, 1989. California Mission Studies
Association Annual Meeting and Conference, San
Juan Bautista. Contact Gil Sanchez (408) 4380888.
-March 16-18, 1989. Society for California Archaeology Annual Meeting, Pacifica Hotel,
Marina del Rey. Contact Paul Farnsworth, Museum of Culture History, University of California,
Los Angeles, CA 90024.
-March 23-25, 1989. 42nd Annual Northwest Anthropological Conference, Ridpath Hotel, Spokane,
Washington. Contact Jerry Galm, Archaeological

ana- Historic Sefvices MS#lff8, EWU, Cheney, WA
99004.
-March 30-April 2, 1989. Society of Ethnobiology,
12th Annual Conference, University of California,
Riverside. Call for papers deadline is December
15. Contact Elizabeth Lawlor or Sharon Rachele,
Department of Anthropology, University of California, Riverside, CA 92521 or phone (714) 787-5524.
-April 5-8, 1989. American Association of Physical
Anthropologists, 58.th AnnuaLM~eting, Omni-San
Diego Hotel, San Diego. Contact Michael A Little,
Department of Anthropology, SUNY Binghampton,
Binghampton, NY 13901. Local arrangements:
.: Lois Lippold, San Diego State University and Rose
·Tyson, San Diego Museum of Man.
-April 5-9, 1989. Society for American Archaeology
54th Annual Meeting, Atlanta Hilton Hotel, Atlanta, Georgia. Contact Kenneth L. Kvamme, Arizona State Museum, Univ. of Arizona, Tucson, AZ
85721.
-April 4-8, 1990. Society for California Archaeology Annual Meeting, Foster City.

