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December 21, 1987
To:

Mrs . Kathryn Gualtieri, State Historic
Preservation Officer
Office of Historic Preservation
California Department of Parks and Recreation

From :

Dr. Susan Hector, President
Society for California Archaeology

tle ·or no progress has been,made on most of the .recommendations set forth in the 1984 report by the
California Heritage Task Force, and that existin g
preservation programs are .d eteriorating because of
reduced federal support and declining matching state
funds. For example, funding for local assistance and
the archaeological informati9n centers has declined
to virtually nothing in this year's OHP budget.

We support OHP in its efforts to fulfill previous
mandates and responsibilities, such as the maintenance of data bases on archaeological sites and his~
toric structures. We strongly supported passage of
The Office of Historic Preservation has successSB 958 two years ago, which was to have
fully supported numerous preservation
created a Heritage Data Manageprojects and programs, over the years,
ment Program. We recommend
through statewide l egislation and
that a similar bill b e prepared.
policy development, program adWe would like to work with OHP
ministration, and impleto develop realistic cost estimates
mentation of preservaand funding for this program.
tion pla ns
We com---------------------------- -------------------In October 1987 OHP a cmend OHP for its long·-------------------------·
------------------------·
quired
a new computer system to
term leadership in helping to
better
manage
cultural resource
create an economic, legisla-~
data bases. It is hoped your office
tive, and . social environ.d
will work closely with user groups
ment in which preservasuch as the major utilities, public
tion of the state's heritage
agencies, academic institutions,
resources lS fairly well supand
information centers so that a
ported.
system is developed to readily enHowever archaeologist s are concerned
code, retrieve, and use records that
that several mandated responsibilities of OHP have
are mostly available only in cennever been adequately funded or implemented, and
tralized or regional paper files.
that once-promising or successful programs have deWe decry the drastic decrease in funding for the
eriorat ed. We are concerned and frustr ated that lit-

Subject: California Heritage Task Force Recommendations

l

12 archaeological information centers, 11 of which
are located on university or college campuses and
staffed almost entirely by volunteers and student interns. These archaeological information centers are
heavily relied upon by county and city planning departments for CEQA review to identify known sites
and to recommend surveys in sensitive areas prior to
making land use decisions. These should be counted
among the "essential services" that Governor Deukmejian now seems willing to support. These centers
were created by the Society for California Archaeology almost 20 years ago as regional clearinghouses.
Now that they are affiliated with OHP their future is
clouded by annual funding decreases and delays in
payments.
The SCA strongly objects to the allocation of discretionary money to the rural renaissance program
using funds that have traditionally supported the Information Centers. We realize that the amount of
discretionary funds available to OHP has declined
drastically. We are glad that the OHP is involved
with the governor's new programs for rural renaissance, mainstreet preservation, and tourism promotion. We urge OHP to seek funds and positions fum
these programs, however to fully support their participation in these projects, along with support for
ancillary programs such as data bases, local surveys
and state plan development. OHP support for the Inform.atio~ Cente~s must not be abandoned. They
provide vital services for local land use planning and
research, protecting thousands of sites on a
shoestring budget.

tacts with the pres.e rvation groups that are its constituency, and to maintain good communication in
the interest of pursuing specific preservation goals,
such as the creation of a new State History Plan.
For several years the SCA has been involved in
efforts to create a new State Plan. In 1984 OHP
launched a pilot study in Santa Barbara County that
had tr~mendous community support, local political
approval, and solid professional involvement. This
success was due to hundreds of volunteer hours by
Mark Raab and Dave Fredrickson, two past SCA
presidents. The study has been implemented by
Santa Barbara County for more than two years. It
was to be a model for the statewide plan , even
though much of the work involved down to earth appraisals oflocal resources and research questions.
In October 1985 Dr Raab wrote this for our
Newsletter "It is difficult to imagine a more centrally
important obligation of OHP than development (finally) of a meaningful Heritage Management Plan
for the State. Example benefits of such a Plan are
far too numerous to mention here, but it is clear that
there are high expectations in many quarters about
the development of a State Plan." We are very concerned that this effort, already successful in a local
pilot study, will also be abandoned due to a shortage
of funds available to OHP.
The SCA was an early and sustained supporter
of the California Heritage Task Force. We have
strongly endorsed the Task Force recommendations
and renew this support especially for·
'

In the wake of decreasing federal funding we recommend that OHP aggressively seek out new state
funding sources such as the growing tourism budget
or the environmental license plate fund, along with
supplemental line item state funding for OHP programs at the state and local level.

1.

Preparing the State Cultural Resources Management Plan,

2. Establishing a statewide heritage resource data
management system, and
3. Amending th~ California Environmental Quality
Act to establish cultural resources review as a
priority in OHP.

The abandonment of CEQA review at the state
level in 1983 by OHP is another area in which the
SCA urges a reconsideration of priorities. We believe
?HP has a lo~cal and moral obligation to participate
.m CEQA review to protect significant sites and
st:uctures where possible, and to negotiate compromise as necessary. There are more archaeological
sites being affected and destroyed by CEQA-permitted projects than in any other jurisdiction or program. In our view, OHP needs to seek authority and
funding to reinstate and improve on their past record
of CEQA compliance review. OHP should not abandon their responsibilities here, and certainly should
not abandon support for the efforts of their affiliate
agencies, the Information Centers, which are conducting CEQA review and implementing preservation plans at the local level.

. Many of the Heri~age Task Force proposals will
mvolve. a sn:iall new commitment of time and money.
We believe improved stewardship of our cultural resources is an excellent investment now and for the
future for their _intrinsic values (scientific, historic
and esthetic) and for economic potential such as
tourism and adaptive use of historic structures. We
would like to support budgets and legislation that
would return the Office of Historic Preservation to a
role of leadership in the preservation community.
Dr. Susan Hector, President
Society for California Archaeology
1276 Morena Boulevard
San Diego, California 92110-3815

We encourage OHP to maintain and renew con-
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CALL FOR PAPERS:
SCA 1988 ANNUAL MEETiNG

The Society for California Archaeology will hold its 1988 Annual Meeting in Redding March 24-26 1988.
The location is the Redding Holiday Inn, Hilltop Drive, Redding.
'
Please send abstracts for papers and symposia to the Program Chair. (below). Due to fires this summer and
other work demands this call for papers is late. As a result, the deadline for symposia abstracts and paper abstracts is February 16, 1988. Abstracts submitted past that date will not be included in the programs.
We ask that all people with symposia who have not otherwise contacted us to do so at once. Volunteered papers ·
should be submitted as soon as possible to facilitate organization, but certainly no later than the deadline for
symposia abstracts and papers, above.
More details on the meetings will be in the Annual Meeting issue of the Newsletter, to be mailed ·in early
March. Remember to mark your calendars!! All questions and inquiries may be directed to the addresses and
phones below·
Meeting Chair:

Mike Boyn ton
Forest Archaeologist
Mendocino National Forest
P.O. Box 431
Willows, CA 95988
(916) 934-3316
(916) 934-7078 (residence)

Program Chairs:

Gary S. Breschini and Trudy Haversat
Coyote Press
P.O. Box 3377
Salinas, CA 93912
(408) 422-4912

The following is a preliminary list of symposia that have been submitted:
• New Approaches to Old Problems: Obsidian Hydration Sourcing Technology (Elizabeth Skinner chair);
• Public Archaeology in California: Opportunities and Constraints (Susan Hector, chair);,
• Archaeology on Bureau of Land Management Lands (Dana McGowan, chair);
• American Indian Culture-Yesterday, Today, and Tomorrow (June Wilburn, chair);
··'

• Rock Art Studies in California (E. Breck Parkman, chair);

-

..

:

• Archaeology of the Clear Lake Basin a nd the Cache Creek Drainage (E. Breck Parkman, chair);
• California Lithic Technologies: Demonstration/Exhibit (Rob Jackson, chair).

ExEcuTivE BoARd MEETiNG

SCA Public

Because of attendence at the SHA Meetings in
Reno by several Board members, I would like to
change the date of the January SCA Board meeting
to January 23 . The meeting will still be held at
UCLA. Contact John Parker for the time.

AWARENESS PROGRAM

Susan Hector, President

The newly formed public awareness program is
starting to take off1 During the last SCA Board
meeting, the Fort Guijarros Museum Foundation
Public Awareness and Archaeological Programs were
given SCA recognition. The SCA Board is in receipt
of three more applications for recognition of public
awareness programs. These will be reviewed at the
January meeting.

If your avocational group, museum or education
institution is involved in cultural resource public
awareness, call for an application form: John Parker
(213) 644-61 41.

SCA NoRTliERN DATA
SttARiNG MEETiNG
The 1987 SCA Northern Data Sharing Meeting
was held at U.C. Davis campus on October 31, 1987
Despite gloomy threats of stormy weather, there was
an excellent turnout of 80-90 people. Following
opening remarks by Glenn Farris, there was a statement of SCA goals and purposes by Jim Woodward,
Membership Chair, aimed at potential new members.
A diverse array of talks was then presented by
the participating speakers. In order these were:
• Greg White (UCD); Archaeology Between a Rock
and a Hard Place: Investigations in a Calaveras
County Rockshelter
• Jim West (Bur. ofRec.); New Old Pollen Records
from Northwest California.

Blood FROM STONE
Tom Loy of British Columbia has developed a
technique for crystallizing the hemoglobin in blood
scraped from stone knives and projectile points by
dissolving the residue in a solution of salts and chemicals. This is possible because when the tool is abandoned, the soil rehydrates the surface layer to a degree resulting in "a kind of sandwich, soil above and
tool beneath, with the blood protein preserved in between." As the solution dries, the hemoglobin forms
crystals that vary according to the species of animal
from which it was derived. "in other words, Loy can
tell what species of animal it was used upon. Furthermore, by measuring differences in the blood's
oxygen isotopes, he can sometimes pinpoint which
drainage basin the animal lived in; with a mass spectrometer, he can say something about the mean annual temperature during the month the animal died."
With the use of high magnification, "It was possible to go through and screen a whole collection of
tools and pick out those that had been used cutting
meat and those used cutting roots and other things."

• Robert Cartier (ARM): Scott's Valley 1978.
Stratigraphy.
• E. Breck Parkman (DPR): A Yurok Village.
• Scott Carpenter (NPS): Recent CRM Research
Work at Sequoia and Yosemite National Parks.

For the study of early humans, Loy hopes that
hemoglobin crystallization will offer advantages to
outweigh its disadvantages of tedium and time. It
may help clinch the identification of dubious early
sites by proving that a certain piece of stone is not
just an eolith but a stone tool with blood on it. It
may help to identify fauna, as Loy recently did at a
site on the Olympic Peninsula of Washington, where
he was able to establish not only the former presence
of a type offish ... unmentioned in any documentation
of recov·e ries, but its use as a food resource in prehistoric times. This type of information can considerably alter our picture of early human economics and
life style.

• Cris Porter (DPR): Archaeological Survey for
Annadel State Park Unit Prescribed Fire Management Plan.
• Sharon Waechter (BLM) and Tom Origer (Santa
Rosa JC): Update on the Archaeology of CAHUM-182, Shelter Cove, in the King Range.
• Frances J Miller (DPR): Results of a Cultural
Resource Inventory of Samuel P. Taylor State
Park.
• Dave Huelsbeck (Santa Clara U.): Newly Discovered Structures at the Mission Santa Clara.

If Tom Loy's hemoglobin crystallization technique
becomes widely accepted, it may mean a change in
the way artifacts are treated after excavation. He
says, "D..o.n.'..t wash them, simply air-dry them; if you
ha-ye a smooth surface, brush them with a soft camelhair brush. Because most of the soil that will adhere
to the tool is there for a reason: it's part of that protein-soil complex. The thing is, do all the residue
analysis before you wash it. I think that we have to
develop a slightly different standard for what we
think of as a quality artifact: it can no longer be one
that's squeaky clean. We don't really need absolutely
clean artifacts."

• Faith Duncan (U of Arizona): Site Survey in
Southern Marin ·county· A Summary of Results
from 1986-1987 Field Seasons.

Rock ART SyMposiuM
I am currently organizing a rock art session for
the Annual Meeting to be held in Redding, March 2426. It will be similar to the session that Dan Foster
and I organized for the 1986 meeting in Santa Rosa.
If anyone would like to participate, please contact me
at the address list~d below.

[This article was originally written by Michael
Dolzani; it was condensed from the Mammoth Trumpet, Vol. 3(4), October 1987 for the Pacific Coast Archaeological Society Newsletter Vol. 26(12), December 1987 from which we obtained it. It was slightly condensed (again) for this Newsletter.]

E. Breck Parkman
Department of Parks and Recreation
3033 Cleveland Avenue, Suite 110
Santa Rosa, CA 95403-2186
(707) 576-2332
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The ves~el's center hull section with framing
from the mam deck to the 'k eel survived. Temporal
association of artifacts found is uncertain due to the
vessel's proximity to a major metropolitan setting.
Those ship's timbers surviving mechanical damage
over the 130 years of submersion are in remarkably
good condition.

STANfoRd HousE, SACRAMENTO
Archaeological investigations of the Stanford
House in Sacramento are currently being pursued by
a team of state archaeologists and architects under
the direction of Peter Schulz. The original house,
built in 1857, was purchased in 1861 by Leland Stanford, a prominent California politician and president
of the Central Pacific Railroad. He expanded the
building greatly in 1872.

Video documentation was made of the project and
i~ currently being produced by Monica Reed for pub-

lic outreach, in conjunction with the Sacramento Cable Foundation.

The project is unusual in that the team's investigation of the building is based on applying
stratigraphic principles to understanding the evolution of the structure. The. concern is not merely with
the color of the wall in given rooms at a certain point
in the Stanford occupancy, but with establishing the
relative sequence of paint, wallpaper, utilities, wall
modifications, etc. over the last 130 years. The objective is that all aspects of the restoration be based on
explicit and tested evidence.

SANTA CRuz MissioN
AdobE, SANTA CRuz
Recent excavation by California Department of
Parks and Recreation archaeologists and volunteers,
under the field direction of Karen Hildebrandt and
Cherie Walth, at the Santa Cruz Mission Adobe
State Historical Park allows close-up views of footings of the standing neophyte's quarters built in
1824 and another long adobe structure which predated it. Inside and adjacent to Mission Room 1, the
earlier footings are found well-preserved below the
subsequent 1824 period construction. Modifications
in construction which may have resulted from
lessons learned during the first years at the mission
are now exposed. The climate is wet during the winter and the earlier building had only minimal footings which rose approximately 3 inches above grade.
The adobe walls sat directly on these footings. In the
1824 structure, subsurface footings were increased
from 2 to 4 feet in depth, and above grade the siltstone continues up another 3 feet, formini(a founda~
tion wall. This keeps the adobe away from the
ground. Another innovation was made: a full corridor runs the length of the building on the door side.
Another corridor has been added on the window side
of the adobe, which happens to be the storm side of·
the building.
·

Recent results include the discovery of an intact

portio~ of the 1857 roof, sealed beneath a later floor,

and evidence that the "original" building-well represented in documentary sources-was actually an
expansion of an even earlier structure for which we
have no written or pictorial record. An additional
and unexpected :find was a thin layer of water-deposited clays between the lath and brick walls-remains of the great flood of 1861-1862 which inUJ.!,dated most of the Sacramento Valley and which features
prominently in r eports of Stanford's inauguration as
governor at the time.

THE

Old

LAGRANGE,

SACRAMENTO

An underwater shipwreck site assessment is underway upon the remains of a Gold Rush era vessel
presumed to be the Boston Brig LaGrange. This project is being carried out by Underwater Archaeological Consultants (UAC) under contract to the California Department of Parks and Recreation. Co-principal investigators are Stephen James and Dr. Sheli
Smith. Jack Hunter is field dire_ctor

In August 1987 restoration of the 1824 ·standing
building (the Santa Cruz Mission Adobe) began.
This work will continue until completion in approximately two years. The archaeological investigations
and monitoring, under the direction of State Archaeologist Glenn Farris, will cont inu e on a small scale
during this phase. Although restricted by construction work, at least one Saturday or Sunday a month
will be scheduled so that volunteers can join the
State crew. For more information, phone (408) 4255849.

The LaGrange was one of the original 1849 arrivals to Sacramento and stayed to serve as the local
jail. She remained in this capacity until her 1859
sinking in the river adjacent to the Old Sacramento
Embarcadero.
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Tl-tE fiRsT BRick HousE,
MONTEREY' CAlif ORNiA

SANTA BARhARA RoyAl
PREsidio, SANTA BARbARA

In July, 1987 stabilization and restoration work
began in Monterey at the First Brick House. The
work, funded by the California Department of Parks
and Recreation, is being accomplished by the Office
of the State Architect.

Archaeological investigation of the Santa Barbara Presidio's northern front was renewed in July
1987 The current investigation is being directed by
Vance G. Bente of Woodward-Clyde Consultants und er contract to the Santa Barbara Historical Trust
and the Califor nia Department of Parks and Recreation. It is located at the northwest corner of Canon
P erdido and Santa Barbara Streets. This parcel, adjacent to the east side of the Presidio chapel, known
as th e Shalh oob property, was once the location of the
western portion of the comandancia.

The purposes of this work are to determine the
architectural evolution of the building to assure au thentic restoration, to record the architectural features, to test for subsurface cultural deposits, and
recommend mitigation to preserve these deposits.
The First Brick House was built be Gallant Duncan Dickenson in 1847 Dickenson, with his wife and
six children, arrived in Monterey from Independence,
Missouri in the Spring of 1847 Between June 1847
and July 1848, Dickenson purchased a least eight
city lots, one he used a s a brick kiln lot. In J une of
1848, the Dickensons abandoned their recently constructed house for the gold fiel ds. The structure was
then auctioned to a Patrick Breen who leased or rented it to various tenants including the famous shore
whaler John Pope Davenport who organized t h e
Monterey Whaling Company in 1854. Breen sold the
house in 1907 and it was subsequently owned by various persons until acquired by the state in 1979.

Excavation has revealed wall foundation remnants consistent in size and pla~ement with the Goycoechea Plan of 1788 and the 1851 Haley survey.
Variations in plan and dimension between the two
historic documents has long been an issue. The wall
foundation remnants now revealed indicate that each
document was correct. As it now appears, the Haley
survey recorded ruins of the Almacan or warehouse,
an historic reconstruction necessitated by earthquake damage during the early 19th century.
'Measurements of the best-preserved room, the
fi rst room east of the chapel, provides dimensions of
5 by 5.5 varas, conforming to those given in Goycoechea's notes. A large wall foundation described as
22' 9" from the east wall of the chapel on the Haley
plan was also discovered.
'

Preliminary archaeological investigation, directed by State Archaeologist Lee Motz, and archival research by State Historian Bonnie S . P orter det ermined that the original floors wer e supported by
hewn Douglas fir j oists. These joists were keyed into
joist pockets built into the east and west walls. The
bricks are laid in a modified American bond pattern
with a mud mortar, and rest directly on th~ mudstone foundation. The east, west, and north walls
consist of three wythes, while the south wall and the
first floor dividing wall are two wythes. The i nterior
walls were originally mud plastered and h ad a wh itewash or lime slurry finish. The first floor originally
had an exposed beam ceiling with a riven lathe and
mud plaster ceiling installed later. This plaster was
then removed and replaced with a commercial plaster. Additional modification in clu ded the placement
of six double hung sash windows with spring bolt
locks. It could n ot be determin ed by archival research when these windows were installed, however,
during the removal of the windows a 1919 U.S. penny
was found imbedded in the mortar between the window casing and the wall bricks.

Following completion of the excavation on the
Shalhoob par cel, test excavations were undertaken
on the adjoining rear lot. Initial archival research indicated that the vacant portion of the lot had never
und ergone extensive modification. A test trench
hand-excavated along the north-south axis of the lot
revealed a 15 in ch layer of adobe melt overlying compacted adobe soils thought to represent the Hispanic
er a ground surface. Transition from the adobe melt
to t h e ground surface is marked by subtle changes in
soil color , texture, and on occasion, a marked incr ease in the number of artifacts.
In addition to wall foundation remnants, numerous postmol ds, a Roman concrete footing and an elaborate pavement have been exposed. The pavement,
con str ucted with cobbles and tile fragments cemented together with pink-tinged mortar (suggesting the
inclusion of ground ladrillos/tejas) is immediately adjacent to scatters of concentrated ash and fire-hardened earth. '.I'his might have been the cocina illustrated to the east of this location in the 1 788 plan.

Artifacts recovered included a Chinese tsin or
"cash" coin, ca 1650-1661, a silver 1780 Mexican 2
real coin, and an 1887 baseball card advertising E.
Burch of the Brooklyn Whites. Investigations will
continue until the r estoration work is completed.

The next phase of excavation will strip away the
remainder of the adobe melt from the parcel and map
the architectural elements and related features, an
will prepare a research design for data recovery.
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EdiTORiAL:
If IT Looks LikE A TuRkEy .. .

space-and-a-half lines, and frequently use 1.5
inch margins.

Gary S. Breschini and Trudy Haversat
A recent article in the SOPA Newsletter (Heite
and Heite 1987) points out that:

Literary accomplishment is not high on
most archeologist's lists of concerns. Among
ourselves we "communicate" in dreary jargonfilled papers, complete with tables of
boring and inconclusive numbers and
tedious grid references. Most
archeological reports appear to
have been fotentionally designed
to be dull.

•

Some reports still use the largest typefaces
available.

•

Many reports continuously place one or two
small illustrations on a page, when they could
be combined onto fewer pages or within the
text.

Simply changing from single-sided, doublespaced, and 1.5 inch margins (herein known as the
"bloated" format) to double-sided, singlespaced, and 1.0 inch margins (herein
known as the "ideal" format) can reduce a report from 500 sheets thick to
.less than 95 sheets thick, a reduction
of over 80% on the bookshelf (librarians and your colleagues will love you
for it). It will also be less costly to
prepare and mail, and much easier to
bind. And later when your colleagues buy it from Coyote Press, it
will be much cheaper, giving it a larger
audience.

The article also notes that:
Typical contract report
readership consists of one
archeologist and many nonspecialists. [Other than the
one archeologist) the rest
of the readers are engineers, biological scientists, politicians, bureaucrats, and the general public.... To reach this
non-specialist audience, an acceptable archeological contract report must be written in
non-specialist style, designed to convey tech·
nical information so clearly that it can be acted upon intelligently by a larger community
outside our profession. ·

(2) Archaeological reports are poorly
laid out and frequently look trashy.
There are many established conventions
in publishing and report preparation, but you wouldn't know it to 'look at a typical CRM report. We have
seen recent reports with the following problems:
•

Illustrations are not paginated.

•

Illustrations are paginated, but the descriptive
pages facing them are not.

The problems noted above deal primarily with
the content of archaeological reports. At Coyote
Press, we work with large numbers of such reports,
and we have also noted a number of serious problems
associated with the format and appearance of
these reports. While archaeologists are correcting
the problems noted in the SOPA Newsletter article,
they might also consider these problems :

•

Chapters and appendices are paginated using
some other system (1-1, 2-1, A-1, A-2, etc.).
This is fine for drafts, but not final reports.

•

The right-hand page alternates between odd
and even numbers at random.

•

Some pages have te~t so close to the edges that
it is lost in the binding.

(1) Archaeological reports are too big. This is

•

not to be confused with containing too much information-this is strictly a formatting problem. We are
creating immense ~torage problems for libraries,
agencies, data repositories, and ourselves-problems
which can easily be avoided. For example:

Graphics and illustrations are prepared in a
manner that cannot be easily and clearly reproduced.

•

Dozens of sidewall profiles or other ·repetitive
data pages are frequently placed within the
text instead of within an appendix.

•

Covers that look like they were prepared for a
first grade project.

•

Many reports are reproduced single-sided,
making them twice as large as they need to be.

•

Many reports are printed using double-space or

All pages should be consecutively numbered; the

l.
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preliminary pages should use lower case Roman numerals, while the text and appendices should use
Arabic numerals. If a page is blank on the reverse
(e.g., the back of a photograph), a page number
should be allocated for the photograph and one
should be allocated for the blank page following it
whether it is printed on the page or not. All righthand pages should use odd numbers, and all left.hand pages should use even numbers. If you select a
1.0 inch margin, then all items (including large tables) should remain within that margin.

Publication and Scholarship in California
Archaeology. Society for California Archaeology Newsletter 21(3):10-14.
Heite, Ned, and Lou Heite
1987 The "Them" in Archeology. Society of Professional Archeologists Newsletter 11(10): 1.

EdiTORiAL

All data should be contained within the final report. We have seen articles published in an ongoing
journal which did not include the radiocarbon
dates-they were "in progress." We all know that
those dates will never catch up with the rest of the
data. Imagine a researcher at Harvard or Cambridge
or Tokyo trying to work with this kind of material!

Jim Woodward
California's preservation movement is in trouble
at the State Office of Historic Preservation (OHP).
Declining federal support and declining matching
state funds have caused OHP to abandon support for
several preservation .programs including the State
History Plan, the Information Centers, CEQA review,
and local grants for historic resource surveys. None
of the recommendations of the 1984 Heritage Task
Force Report have been supported by the SHPO,
leaving the major statewide preservation groups, the
Historic Resources Comr¢ssion, and some legislators
frustrated and even bitter The State Historic
Preservation Officer and the Deukmejian administration have yet to become an advocates for historic
preservation fun~g, Iegislation, or programs.

Give some thought to ho:w your report will be reproduced and disseminated. If there are 99 blueprint
maps of various (mostly large) sizes in pockets, your
report will probably never exist in more copies than
you prepare-nobody else will bother. If your report
looks like it was designed and laid out by an illiterate, it. probably will not be taken very seriously.
These contribute to the problems described by
Chartkoff (1987:10-14).
On the other hand, if your report looks neat and
presentable, it will be given the benefit of the doubt
by your client and the public. Check out the Dutch
Gulch Lake survey, prepared by .J Johnson and D.
Theodoratus (U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Sacramento, March 1984). Because of the presentable cover clean layout, and tidy appearance alone, this report will be taken more seriously than a poorly prepared report.

Report
The California Heritage Task Force met once
again in Sacramento on December 7, 1987 SCA
President Susan Hector asked me to attend and represept the _SCA, though our information was scanty
on the meeting's agenda.
Chairman Roger Holt of the Heritage Tusk Force
explained that the current SHPO, appointed in April
1985, did not participate in the Task Force and has
not endorsed the report. Nor did former DPR Director William Briner (the SHPO's boss) support the
Task Force Report. The Task Force did not anticipate the serious federal funding declines or state administration policies that would preclude additional
state funding.

(3) The organization of many archaeological re-

ports makes them hard to read. Reports fre~
quently are poorly organized, horribly written, and
filled with extraneous details which could better be
organized in appendices. They almost never have an
index. The conclusions are often nebulous or meaningless, and couched in jargon, and a broad synthesis
of the data (i.e., "What does it all mean, Mr./Ms. Archaeologist?") is generally poor or lacking altogether.
A quick look at a good style manual would not be inappropriate for many archaeologists.

Hans Kreutzberg, Deputy SHPO, detailed the
current OHP million dollar budget, down from a 1980
high of $2.2 million. Recent attrition, including an
archaeologist position, has reduced staff to 1980 levels: 18 professionals and 5 clericals. Salaries & benefits, travel, and office overhead take up· nine-tenths of
the OHP budget. A new computer system cost another $30,000.

As noted in the SOPA article, reports should be
"designed to convey technical information so clearly
that it can be acted upon intelligently by a larger
community outside our profession." This design
must include the format, appearance, and organization, as well as the content.

At that point Senator Milton Marks CD-San l"rancisco) came into the meeting and listened to more
budget details and the history of declining federal
funding. Hans explained funding for the archaeologi-

Chartkoff, Joseph L ..
1987 The Bleak and the Grey- Critical Issues of
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cal information centers, set at $25,000 last year
(about $2000 each) is down to virtually nothing this
seal year ($2500 statewide). There is no money for
ants to communities to survey historic buildings.
~~or is there any money for the State Cultural Resource Management Plan (a.k.a. State History Plan).
Senator Marks asked "How much money would
you like?" The SHPO avoided answering directly, explaining that she is a team player within the administration, and that budget requests are submitted
through DPR's Director and the Department of Finance. Senator Marks commented "We need a starting point for consideration, even if the Governor
doesn't like it or threatens not to sign it." He added
that he was proud of the Task Force and its accomplishments, but that he was not proud of state support for preservation. He asked the SHPO to provide
more leadership in this area.
Senator Marks asked what OHP staff priorities
are. Dr. Kreutzberg answered with a short list of 1)
National Register nominations and determinations,
2) tax certifications for restoration projects, 3) organizing local surveys of historic resources, and 4) federal section 106 reviews (about 7000 projects/year).
Added to this list are SHPO's priorities to participate
in 1) education, 2) HABS, and 3) rural renaissance
and mainstreet preservation, the last largely funded
by the Department of Commerce. (None of Mrs.
ualtieri's priority programs include archeology.)

Promotion of History suggested asking the Department of Commerce for money to provide technical assistance grants to local museums. Money for interpretive exhibits, artifact curation, archival work, and
local history could logically be described as supporting tourism promotion. The SHPO explained her
preference to create new museums in rural parts of
the state without such attractions. (The Director of
the Department of Tourism had been invited but did
not attend.)
I reaffirmed SCA's support for the full Task Force
Report, with an emphasis on the new State Plan and
the need for continued funding of the Information
Centers. I asked DPR's legislation chief Marilyn Olson about the possibility of getting specific line-item
state funding for OHP to support the Information
Centers, the state plan, or OHP in general. Marilyn
said this would be difficult, due to the Governor's
tight fiscal policies and increased competition for
state funds under the Gann limit. I pointed out that
with more federal funds unlikely next year OHP staff
will be facing layoffs without some increase in state
funding above the matching level.
The Task Force committee acknowledged the terrible funding situation of OHP, and seemed to agree
that it was time to seek additional state funding for
preservation programs, except that the SHPO said it
would be up to the "major statewides" to carry out
programs that OHP can't do. The group adjourned,
its only consensus being to meet one more time in
late January to consider support for some legislation.

After the Senator left, the SHPO asked for a consensus on one item from the Task Force Report that
she could supp_ort. Roger Holt pointed out that the
Report was a consensus document; no one group
liked everything in it, and few items had unanimous
support.

(

EMployMENT OppoRTUNiTy

Jack Kemble, Chairman of the State Historical
Resources Commission, spoke in favor of the expanded California Registry as the Commission's single
prioritY,. OHP's skepticism about including folklife
resources was explained. OHP's cost estimates for
this have gone from $10,000 $40,000, _to $1 million
now, a sure way to kill the proposal.

University of California, Los Angeles, Institute of
Archaeology, in conjunction with the Department of
Anthropology, invites applications for a Research Archaeologist position. This position will also hold an
Associate Direc'torship of the Institute beginning
July 1, 1988. Responsibilities include, administering
the Archaeological Survey, developing substantial research in California and teaching field and laboratory courses. This position will hold concurrently an
adjunct professorial appointment in the Department
of Anthropology. A theoretical commitment to issues
appropriate to California research is necessary, in
addition to demonstrated strengths in field research
and publication. The Ph.D. is required at time of application. Please send CV names and addresses of
three references by March 1, 1988 to Professor Timothy Earle, Director of Institute of Archaeology, University of California, Los Angeles, CA 90024-1553.
EOE/AAE. Proof of U.S. Citizenship or eligibility for
U .S. employment will be required prior to employment.

Bill Delvac, representing California Preservation
Foundation, said there is a great deal of incentivebased preservation going on with historic buildings
supported by national tax policy. This work is likely
to continue regardless of OHP funding. He said the
single most important change would be restoring
CEQA authority with funding for review and enforcement, but acknowledged that this is probably the
wrong political environment, not least because it
would require more staff and dollars. The SHPO
agreed that this would not get support from OHP or
the administration.
Jim Wtlliamt of the California Committee for the
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KELSO CONFERENCE ON TliE PREkisTORY of Tl-tE MojAVE DESERT

EL PuEbLo HisToRic
MONUMENT???

On the shores of Pleistocene Lake Mojave, twelve
Mojave Desert arehaeologists met to present informal
papers on their mutual regional area of interest. The
Kelso Conference on the Prehistory of the Moj~ve
Desert convened at Zzyzx, California on September
26, 1987 Participants included representatives from
the University of Nevada, Las Vegas; the University
of California, Riverside; the Lost City Museum of Archaeology, Overton, Nevada, and California State
College, Bakersfield.

The people of California have quietly lost one of
their most important properties: "There is hereby
transferred to the City of Los Angeles all the right, title, and inte~est of the state in that property known
as El Pueblo de Los Angeles State Historic Monument ...(it) shall hereafter be known as El Pueblo de
Los Angeles Historic Monument." Senate Bill 53
passed September 11th without questions or public
hearings, became law on the 29th, and, "Not later
than January 1, 1989, the Director of General Services shall take all steps necessary to reflect the
transfer "

Topics included new information from very recent
excavations, Anasazi presence in the Mojave Desert,
astroarchaeological features, projectile point fragment analysis, histories of well-known type sites in
the Mojave Desert, and migration patterns. The
stimulation of a full day of papers and discussion
without the usual time constraints was tempered and
neutralized by characteristically warm Mojave
Desert, frosty libations, cooperative cooking ventures,
and the Zzyzx "dunk tank." The Blackstone Award
for Mojave Desert Archaeology was voted upon and
will be presented at the next conference.
The next Kelso Conference is ,.scheduled for January 1989 at an appropriate, but _as yet undisclosed,
location in the Mojave Desert. Those interested in
receiving information about this participation-only
conference should con tact Adella Schroth or Joan
Schneider University of California, Riverside.

NEW ON TliE BooksliELf

What will happen to El Pueblo, the most historic
section of Los Angeles and a state historic park since
1953? This area reflects more than 200 years of history of many different groups and has buildings of
the most varied architectural styles in the city.
No one knows which City department will run El
Pueblo. It could stay within the Department of
Recreation and Parks which has administered it for
better or worse since 1974, or it could come under the
jurisdiction of the Cultural Affairs Department.
Senate Bill 53 says that the park shall be governed according to the General Plan prepared in1980, "except that the plan may be amended by the
City of Los Angeles ...." And further "The City of Los (.
Angeles shall operate, improve, maintain, construct,
remodel...either directly or through independent contractors ...." Who will watch over the three different
sets of developers so that what is left is one single cohesive park, rather than three separate commercial
areas? It would be tragic for El Pueblo to become one
vase commercial tourist trap.

Terrestrial Vegetation of California, edited by
Michael G. Barbour and Jack Major (U.C. Davis) has
been reissued in a new, expanded edition. Originally
published in 1977 by "Wiley and Sons, Terrestrial Vegetation now includes 30 contributors, 26 chapters,
and-in most cases-chapter updates and new literatun;i citations. It also includes the well-known largeformat AW Kuchler Vegetation Map of California,
printed in full color, in a handy packet for easy removal.

Another area of concern is shared by many of the
different ethnic groups who have contributed so
much to the history of the City: whether the interests
of one ethnic group will supercede those of the rest" of
the population. The Plaza was the heart of the original Chinatown in Los Angeles. At one time Chinese
people lived and worked on three sides of the Plaza;
they occupied the old Lugo House from the late 1880s
until its destruction in 1951. The Italians were very
much involved, especially in Olvera Street. The
French built the Garnier Building and several others
in the area; the French Hospital nearby recently celebrated its 125th year. El Pueblo must be available to
everyone. The history of all these people must b e remembered and interpreted correctly.

This edition is limited to 500 copies, and is priced
at one-half the cost of the Wiley edition at the time it
went out of print.
Available January 1988, 1,036 pp. The price is
$50.00 (clothbound only). This book may be obtained
from the California Native Plant Society, 909 12th
Street, Suite 116, Sacramento, CA 95814. California
residents include state sales tax; the mailing and
handling charge is $1.75.

[Excerpted from the Associated Historical Societies of
Los Angeles County Newsletter, September 1987 for
the Chinese Historical Society of Southern California
Newsletter, November 1987.)
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REpORT AvAiLAbLE ON MissioN
SAN DiEGO ExcAVATioNs
Twenty years of archaeological digging among
the silent ruins of California's oldest mission-the
Mission San Diego de Alcala-have been described in
a long-awaited report by University of San Diego scientists.
The report, distributed by the city's planning department last week, re-opens the discussion of an
embattled plan to build a new parish hall on top of
some of those ruins.

Brandes also complained in the introduction
about "a transparent and poorly orchestrated move
by an individual or group who wish to prevent a project no matter the cost, no matter the effect upon a
larger group who need what is planned."
When the 8,036-square-foot, one-story project
was presented before the city's Historic Site Board in
1985, board members and the city council delayed approval of the building permit for the maximum period
of 360 days. But Donald R. Worley, attorney for the
·m ission, says tha:t the period having expired, the city
can do nothing more to prevent the issuance of a
building permit.

The city of San Diego refused to approve the construction project in 1985 and 1986 because of concerns that the impact on the ruins had not been fully
evaluated. In response, Monsignor I. Brent Eagen,
mission pastor, agreed to delay construction until the
USD reI>ort was finished.

"I believe we are entitled to a building permit,"
Worley said. "There's nothing further the city can do,
and they are required by law to issue the permit."

No one but USD faculty and students has been
allowed to conduct archaeology research at the mission, so other scientists in the community eagerly anticipated the report as the most comprehensive history available of the early mission days.

But according to Ron Buckley, secretary to the
city's Historic Site Board, "They do not have a building permit... (and) we do not believe they're entitled
to a permit."

The mission, listed on the National Register of
Historic Places, was founded by Father Junipero Serra in 1.769, but the first church at its present location
·n Mission Valley was built in 1774.

Instead the city's Planning Department has decided to recommend imposing a conditional use permit on the mission, according to planner Angeles
Leira. This move could open the project up to another discretionary review..

The final architect's plans have been submitted
to the city for approval, but the diocese has not yet
formally asked for its building permit.

Few people have had a chance to read much of
the 500-page report, though, and so they could not
comment on the findings yesterday. The report is to
be considered by the city's Historic Site Board on
January 27

"I think people over there are struggling to find a
way to impose a permit on us," said Worley.
Complicating this history is the fact that, in
1980, the Historic Site Board and the .City Council
approved an earlier application for the project. But
the mission did not build the hall at the time, and returned in 1985 with some changes to the plan that
required another review. That time, more questions
were raised about the impact on the ruins, which led
to speeding up the writing of th e USD report.

One of the stickier issues being examined is
whether the site picked for the parish hall is actually
an ancient Indian burial ground, as Los Angeles historian Norman Neuerburg claims.

"It must be stated unequivocally that the Indian
burial site is not within any area slated for building
disturbance by the Catholic Church at this time, and
that the area has been sufficiently reported on ... as
an area of historical and archaeological importance,"
states the report.

"I simply did this so Monsignor Eagen could
move ahead," with the construction, Brandes said in
an interview.
Ron May, staff archaeologist for the county, says
that he-acting as a private individual- and others
will be scrutinizing the report to make sure it r epresents high-quality research.

Opponents of the estimated $800,000 construction project were not surprised by the conclusion,
however and pointed to the comment in the report's
introduction that indicates the researchers' support
for the project.

crwe never felt the previous procedure (of government review) was done properly. We would. like to
see them (the city planning department) start from
scratch with another environmental impact report,"
said Raymond Starr, history professor at San Diego
State University.

"There is no justification for seeking to delay construction of a building that will enclose the quadrangle and provide meeting space with rooms for its patrons " wrote Raymond S. Brandes, historian, dean of
he USD graduate school and one of the chief authors
of the report.

Buckley said that his main concern is to make
sure that, if the construction proceeds, the diocese
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will agree· to certain modifications in the plans that
would mitigate the impact on the archaeological site.
The mission had agreed to the modifications in the
earlier review, but they are not enforceable now.
"From a legal point of view, we have no such conditions attached" to a building permit, Worley said.
"But I think, probably as a matter of prudence, the
mission will undoubtedly choose to go along with the
idea."
[Obtained from an article titled "Report Explains
USD Diggings" by Kristine Moe, which appeared in
the San Diego Union, December 21, 1987.]
The USD report costs $37.00. Review comments
on this case, one of the most controversial in California may be mailed to:
Mr. Ron Buckley, Secretary
Historic Site Board
1010 Second Avenue
San Diego, CA 92101

AN INTERViEW WiTl-t
JAy voN WERLl-tof
[The following interview was take~r from The Brawley
News/Imperial Valley Press, December 12, 1987 page A-5.
Jay is a long-time member and former president of the SCA.]
Jay von Werlhof is an archaeologi.st who has taught at
Imperial Valley College the past 14 years. During this time
he has studied the !mge earthen drawings and rock alignments
created by the ancient residents of this area.
In conjunction with this study, von Werlhof and the college are planning to build a museum near Ocotillo that will be
centered around one of these drawings.
The new museum will replace the college's existing
home on Main Street in El Centro. The final show at this .facility is an exhibit of some of the work von Werlhof and photographer Harry Casey have done in recording the earthen art
sites.
'

him put Tehama County's first museum together. I'd always
enjoyed history, and I did a lot of show card work so I could
make labels for him. We took over one-half of the city's old
fire department.... So for two years I worked on that, cataloguing the stuff and getting it arranged on the shelves and
little placards and the like. After that, I started going out in
the field myself around the riverine environment of Red Bluff
where I was growing up, and a found a very large village,
which seemed to me like a large village.
They said they were pretty
I wrote to UC Berkeley
sure there was a ~arge Wintu Indian village somewhere in
Northern California at the head of the Sacramento Valley, but
the Sacramento River had destroyed so much over the years
with its annual flooding that they didn't think they would ever
find it. Here this was above the flood plain along what was
called Boot Camp Creek.... But then with the intervening war·
they couldn't do anything and after I came back from the
Army I continued in my field surveys up there myself and under Bob Heizer's direction, and by now he was the head of the
archaeology division at UC Berkeley ....

Q. This was all before you went to college?
A. As soon as I got out of the Army I enrolled in UC Berkeley, and I went to Berkeley for nine years. While I was there,
well .on weekends and vacations I'd go home and go out in
the field and do a lot of things, and then I would go out on
expeditions with Heizer's group. So I just continued on this
basis until I start~d teaching at the School of Fine Arts in San
Francisco .... In the meantime I was doing a lot of field archaeology work for Berkeley as archaeologist in residence.
Wherever they needed it I would go out and continue working. I started recording rock art during this same time over in
Tulare County. I got a grant from the American Philosophical (
Society to record rock art over in Owens Valley which had
never been completed.

Q. So that's really where you first got involved with the rock
art of different sorts?

A. Yes. I hiked across the Sierra into Owens Valley and followed along some old Indian trails .... Then I started picking
up these rock art sites, and I recorded 3,500 of them in Owens
Valley that summer.

Q. Now are those mostly smaller paintings and carving on
rock, or are they of the scale you're talking about down here?

A: No. They are chippings on rock and most of the designs
are between one and two feet, but they're all clustered so they
worked out nice spatial relationships. There's good artistry.
Some of the finest petroglyphy anywhere is there in Owens
Valley. And in the '60s I just started teaching at other places.
I'm reaching over at NAU (Northern Arizona University) this
fall. That's the 23rd school at which I've taught. and wherever I've gone . . I've always been kind of involved in museum
projects.

The official opening of the exhibit is scheduled from
noon to 8 p.m. today. It will feature the official release of a
book wrinen by von Werlhof and illustrated with Casey's
photographs. This is the first of a planned three-volume work
that will catalogue all of the known earthen art sites in the
deserts of the southwestern United States and northern Mexico.
Reporter Willy Morris talked to von Werlhof about his
career and these subjects in particular.

Q: This is the 23rd school with NAU. Obviously, you've
been here at IVC for a fairly extended period of time now.

Q: How did you become involved in archaeology in
the first place?

A: Yes. This is my 14th year at IVC.

Q: What kept you here? You're a fairly prominent person in

A: I became quite interested when I was a freshman in high
school. Judge Gans in town wanted to know if 1 would help

the field, and to be at a small junior college like this is some-
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thing out of the ordinary.
A: Because of the desert and the kind of archaeology down
re. Then these large ground figures are absolutely outding and now work was being done on them and there
.vas very little work being done on archaeology at all down
here .... There were only 109 sites known when we came
down to Imperial County. We have almost 6,000 now. And
in the last few years because of the major developments that
have been going on in Imperial County ... there have been a
lot of companies coming in doing archaeological surveys, so
there's been, an uplift of archaeological data in this county.
And very little had been known about it before we came
down here.
Q. We talked about it once when we were out loohng at the
(museum) site, and I was describing my feelings about coming across something that old.. Obviously, you've done that
for years now. What _is that feeling to you when you come
across a new site, or when you go out and look at a geoglyph?
A: Well, it never wears off. You never get used to it. Never.
It's just absolutely awesome to realize the total involvement
these earlier people had on a one-to-one relationship with
earth and with nature. Never taking any of it for granted, and
whatever they saw they believed their creative spirits had put
here. Including the trails. Including all the things on which
they earned their livelihood. We can go outside and we can
climb up here on top of this building and as far as you can see
you're going to see all manmade things. There's not a single
tree that's natural here in this valley. There's not a blade of
ass that's natural. It's all man-put. This is true of the entire
alley, and if they ever choke the All American Canal off, in
)Ile year it would look just like out there on the West Mesa
'- and the East Mesa. It's a total man-built (environment), and it
has to be sustained by man. But the Indians were living in a
complete natural environment, and they were living not close
to it, but in it. They were part of it. We get a little irritated
with nature how it gets in our way.

tours that we plan for our new museum out in Ocotillo where
we can talce people on scheduled visits to parts of the Yuha
Basin and Coyote Valley and down into the Pinto Wash area
and Davies Valley and all around.
All of these things that you have experienced, people are
going to be able to experience anew. They've not had an opportunity to see these things in this way. So we're looking
forward to doing that from the educational standpoint at the
museum and the awareness standpoint, and being able to get
the little kids out there. They can come out in a full busload.
A busload comes do.wn to the museum now and in 20 minutes they're all through, wondering what else to do. But out
there we can keep them all day.
Q. What else is the museum in Ocotillo? What else will that
allow you to do if and when you get it built?
A: It's going to be the full experience of mankind in the Imperial Valley. But also we're going to go back beyond that to
mineralogy, geology, paleontology, and then we'll have living
exh_ibits in our various compounds and various yards outdoors. With our various botanical specimens we'd like to
·have an example of every cactus that naturally grows here in
the Valley labeled so that people will understand what the full
vegetal development of this county is ....

Q. You mentioned before that you're going to have some
models and villages, with mannequins and village-type displays so that people can see how the early residents of this
area lived?
A: Yes. These will be on life-scale out where they originally
had been, right there on the museum grounds, and have a
small village and then people doing various things like the
flaking industry and chipping stations.

Q. Earthquakes and such?

Q: Obviously, with all of these sites around here, at times
they come into conflict with some of the other things that go
on in the Valley, the off-road vehicle activity and development of one sort or another It seems like that would be another benefit of the museum. It would at least· protect that
one site from damage?

A. Earthquakes included. The Indians had a much more direct involvement with the totality of nature as very little of it
they understood, but all of it they held in some degree of respect and awe. So they built a lot of creative forces, a lot of
powerful spiritual forces, to help out on their side in acting as
intermediaries between all the things that were happening and
the things they didn't understand. It's that kind of awareness
that you feel when you come across a. site like this. It all just
kind of comes together as to their complete involvement with
the earth and all the things that make it go.

A: Oh, it will. It will be 100 percent protection and it will~
on public view, with some explanations and guides as to how
you can go out and see some others. We'll have five others
on our tour through the Yuha Mesa.... There's no place, absolutely no place, that I know, where in a five-mile area you
can see such outstanding examples of earthen art. There's no
place where there are so many that are clustered.... Here in a
few minutes you can get a much better view of the way people sanctified a small area. There's something very special
about that Yuha Mesa.

Q. I guess one of the things for me ..is just going back and
being able to touch something that's been therefor 200 years,
or was around in some period that you've read about. It kind
of. .makes it more real to know that that is actually there instead ofjust reading about it in a book.

Q. How about that. What ..is the significance of these figures in general and that site in particular?
A: In general it's a great religious commitment, and I do see
these in a religious context These people didn't build chmches, as no California Indian did. They didn't put up temples
like we find in Arizona and down through Mexico and
through the Mississippi basin. Here they made all of their
pleas not through architecture but through art. In the later
groups, with the Kuumayaay, who came into ... this area about
1,500 years ago, and these are the people who made most of

A: Oh, it is so different than just going into a museum and
seeing these things in a man-built environment. To see them
out in the natural setting where they belong gives you an en. ely different feeling or a perspective of what it is you're
ooking at. This is the thing that I'm looking forward to in the
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the geoglyphs there on the Yuha Mesa ... , and I feel that some
of these were in a part of a larger ceremony, like initiates into
the tribe. They had a lot to do with thankfulness. There on
the mesa between two promising areas, but a very dangerous
area itself. There are monuments in the mesa, where the Indians said themselves that these are thanksgiving monuments
for a safe journey across the mesa ....
From the time you leave the springs over in the Coyote
Valley area until you get to the Yuha Well, it's a blank, very
awesome, flat mesa crossing that is fraught with spiritual dangers. These people were giving thanks for a s~fe crossing. It
also was an area where they were performing ceremonies, and
I think the initiation rites were probably in connection with
these. But there's one site that's remarkabiy different-the
power site. It's the only geoglyph I know anywhere in the
California deserts that is not associated with water. All of the
others were along a water course ·or a relic body of water.
This doesn't so much as have a gully running through it or by
it. It's an entirely different site .. ..

Q. This spiritual nature of the drawings is something that
you take up in the first volume at least of your
book. You mentioned once before
that one of the major thi.ngs you wanted to bring out was
the role of the
shaman. can
you describe
that?

ers and our priest concepts where they are human and they
will make pleas to creative forces. But here he's considered
part of it, so he is .able to send his soul into what's called
"spirit travels." He can send his soul to the heavens and creatoi;s and make direct intercession, because he understands
them and he works with them. He can also send his soul into
the land of the dead, into the underworld from the middle
world where the rest of us live ....

Q. Part of this ceremony on Saturday is a book signing.
What have you tried to do with those three volumes?

A. In the first place, to get all of the recorded data on earthen
art in one place where others can pick up a continuous study
of it. To put together a semblance of a theme with earthen art,
a plausible theme, which is not so complete that others are not
··
going to be able to work on it. ..
Q. In those books you've catalogued-What's there and what
is known from the Owens Valley coming south?

A. Yes, and how they were made. In each case we also have
made a study of how these were made: the construction techniques and whether there
were other things associated ....

Q. Also in the book, the

Next Newsletter Deadline

February 25, 1988

A: The shaman is a very
special religious figure whose
ancient origins apparently were in
the Altec Region of Siberia, and
from there the institution spread
both west and east. When it went east, it was on the migrational tracks of the people crossing Beringia from Siberia into
the New World. This happened at two different times,
...about 25,000 years ago (and) about 12,000 years ago. So
the very early people that crossed over came down in various
parts of the United States and Meso-America and a couple of
places in South America... .
The shaman was a part of these earlier people and out at
the Ocotillo site there's a shaman's hearth that we had carbon
dated at 13,900 years. That's the earliest date for any cultural
remains here in our county. So the shaman apparently had
come across with that earliest migration .... The shaman
sponded rather than was trained to be a shaman. Anybody,
with a commitment or not, can go to a theological seminary
and become a (priest) ... It's not a matter of just training, but
after the calling ... they worked with a practicing shaman for
several years as they finished out their curing techniques and
various other parts of the job description. But everyone
looked at the shaman as a life sustaining institution because
he was not only between heaven and earth, he was part of
both·.

illustrations are Harry
Casey's work. His work
is going to be a central
part of this exhibit.
What's been his role in
the cataloguing of all of
thi.s?

A: Harry has been very
careful to make sure that
every one of these figures
have been photographed
from different angles.
Different things show up
when light is changed or you move your point of perspective
to a different part of the design. So he literally takes dozens
of shots and he develops them all, then he blows them all
up .... We have a whole stack of photographs of each of these
designs to go through and see what one says and the other
doesn't, so we're able to put together a very complete picture,
more than even we did just by doing it from the ground alone.

\

When you're up in the air, you can see things that on the
ground are a little too blurred or they .. .don't seem too connected, but from upstairs you can see how they connect. ...
Then we'll go out on the ground, and he'll also
photograph ... the things we had specially spotted from the air.

re-

Q. Many of these things are out there in the desert in what
we consider the middle of nowhere. How can you protect
them or what would you say to people to have them be aware
that these things are out there, so they don't inadvertently
damage something that's irreplaceable?
A: On a temporary basis, fencing is the best. On a longrange base, education is the best. We haven't time to wait for
education to catch up with all the people, so we have to continue with our fencing program ... .

This is something that's a little different from our preach-
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Society for Ca[ifomia 5'Lrcliaeofogy
'The Society for Ca[ifomia 52Lrcfraeo[ogy is a non-profit scientific anc£ ec£ucation corporation. Its two
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To facifitate coorc£ination anc£ cooperation anwng arcfraeofogists in Cafifomia: (1) to stimufote scientific resear~fi in ~fie a~cfiaeofogy of Cafifomia, (2) to pronwte a7Jc£ maintain st~nc£arrfs anc£goa[s for ar~ cfraeofogy in Ca[ifomia, {3 to encourage tfie c£evefopment anc£ use of new tecfimques for tfie Getter recov- ~
~ erg, interpretation, anc£ preseroation of arcfiaeofogica[ remains, (4) to conauct symposia anc£ meetings for
tfie presentation of arcfiaeofogica[ matters, anc£ (5) to pu6[isfi anc£ c£isseminate information on arcfiaeofogica[ researcfi in Cafifomia.
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I
i
II puMicTo facifitate
efforts 6etween arcfraeofogists anc£ a[[ citizens of Cafifomia: (6) to stimu[ate greater I
interest in anc£ unc£erstanc£ing of tfie tecfiniques anc£goafs of arcfiaeo[ogy in Ca[ifomia, (7) to c£is- i
~ seminate ec£ucationa[ information to tfie puMic, (8) to encourage anc£ assist in tfie conseroation of arcfiae- i
~ ofogicaf remains for future researcfi anc£ pu6[ic K_now[ec[ge, (9) to c£iscourage anc£ curtai[ tfie c£estructive i
~ e'KPfoitation in Ca[ifomia of arcfraeofogica[ resources, aruf (10) increase pup[ic appreciation anc£ sup- i
~ port for scientific arcfiaeofogy in Ca[ifomia.
I
~
i~
~
to

~

I

Officers and 5'Lddresses 1987-1988

P,.sident

Susan M. '.Jfuw,!l(_'ECO'J{
1276 ']v[orena :Boulevard
San 'Diego, CJil 92120
9Yficfuu.[ Jl. (jCassow
'Department of JlntfiropoCogy
'University of California
Santa 13ar6ara, C.91. 93106

Past President

9Yfar(1?Jw,6
'Department ofJlntfiropoCogy
California State 'University
:A/9rtfiridge, CJil 91330

:A{s;rtfiem 'Vice
President; Contriliuting 'Editor, Jfistorica! .JtrcfuzeoCogy

(jfenn :Farris
'Department of Par~ & 2<f,creation
Jlrcfuu.oCogy La6
2572 PortStreet
'West Sacramento, C.91. 95691

Soutfiem o/ue
President

Jolin Par/(!r
Jlrcfuu.oCogy Program
X:jnsey 1-fa[[, 1(pom 288
'llniversfry of California
Los JlngeCes, CJl 90024

Suntary

(jail CtUpenter-'llroeli;,r
99 'Deer Spring 'Way
Palm 'Desert, CJl 92260

"Treasurer

Jane (jotfwUf
10121 Pounds Jlvenue
'Wliittier, C.91. 90603

:Business Office

'Department efJlntfiropoCogy
California State 'University
:Fullerton, C.91. 92634

~wsfetter:

"Tnufy Jfaversat / (jary S. :Brescliini
Jlrcfuu.ofogica[ Consulting
P.O. :Bo{.33 77
Salinas, C.91. 93912

(jeneral 'Editors

~wsfetter:

2?.9n 9Yfay

J'lssociate 'Eaitor

5401 r.Baftimore # 72
La 9Yfesa, CJl 92041

?{r,wsfetter:
Layout anti
Production

Coyote Press
P.O. :Bo{.33 77
Sa!inas, 0l 93912

15

i

I
~
~

ffi1

~

IJ

~

i
i
i
~
i
i
i
i
~
i
I
i
i
i
i
I

Sociny foR CAlifoRNiA ARdtAEOLOGY
DEPARTMENT of ANThRopolOGY
CAlifoRNiA STATE UNiVERSITy
FullERTON, CA 926"}4

NoN-PRofiT 0RG.
U.S. POSTAGE PAid
SALINAS, CA
PERMiT No. 4"}6

AddRESS CORRECTION REQUESTEd

UpcoMiNG EVENTS
-January 23, 1988. SCA Executive Board meeting,
UCLA. Contact John Parker for details.
-February 5-7, 1988. 5th Annual Conference, California Mission Studies Assocation, Mission San
Fernando Rey de Espa:fi.a.
-February 11-16, 1988. 154th Annual Meeting of
the American Association for the Advancement of
Science, Boston. Write: AAAS Meeting Office, 1333
H. Street NW Washington, DC 20005; (202) 3266450.
- March 10-13, 1988. 4lst Annual Northwest Anthropological Conference, Sheraton Tacoma, Tacoma, Washington. Contact Greg Guldin, Department of Anthropology, Pacific Lutheran University,
Tacoma, WA 9844 7
-March 18, 1988. State Historical Resources Commission meeting, Ontario.
-March 24-26, 1988. Society for California Archaeology Annual Meeting, Redding.
-March 24-26, 1988. American Association of Physical Anthropologists, Kansas City.
-April 27-May 1, 1988. 53rd Annual Meeting, Soci-

ety for American Arch~eology, Phoenix Hilton Hotel, Phoenix, Contact Sylvia W Gaines, Department of Anthropology, Arizona State University,
Tempe, AZ 85287
-May 5, 1988. State Historical Resources Commission meeting, Berkeley.
-May 16-22, 1988. International Symposium on Archaeometry, Toronto, Canada. Contact Ursula
Franklin, Department of Metallurgy, University of
Toronto, Toronto, Ontario M5S1A7 Canada; (416)
978-3012.
-May 19-22, 1988. Annual State Preservation Conference, Palo Alto. Details to follow.
-January 5-9, 1989. Society for Historical Archaeology Annual Conference; joint meeting with
American Institute of Archaeology, American Philulogical Association, American School for Oriental
Research, and other groups. Convention Center
Baltimore, Maryland.
-January .1989. Kelso Conference on the Prehistory
of the Mojave Desert. Date and location to be announced. Contact Adella Schroth or Joan Schneider, University of California, Riverside.
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