
SOCIETY FOR CALIFORNIA ARCHAEOLOGY 

NEWSLETTER 

1986 ANNUAL MEETING UPDATE 

Those interested in presenting papers or 
organizing symposia at the upcoming SC A 
Annual Meeting in Santa Rosa are urged to 
submit abstracts to the Program Chair as soon as 
possible. Abstracts received after February 15, 
1986 may not be included in the meeting program. 
To date, scheduled symposia include: 

• Northern Calif omia Rock Art 
• Lithic Artifact Analysis 
• Application of Obsidian Hydration 
• Environmental Dynamics 
• Issues of Common Importance to Archae -

ologists, Native Americans, and Cultural 
Resource Managers 

• Obsidian Studies in California 
• Current Approaches to the Assessment of 

Archaeological Significance. In addition to 
the above topics, abstracts have been 
received for the following regions: 
- Klamath/Cascades 
- North Coast Ranges 
- Sierra Nevada 
- Great Basin, Eastern Sierra, and 

California Desert 

We welcome submission of abstracts for the 
above symposia in addition to other regions and 
topics. 

A large room/social center will be available to 
publishers, societies and organizations for exhibits 
and displays. In addition, the center will provide a 
place to socialize and take a break between 
sessions. Anyone wishing place for an exhibit/ 
display should contact either Kristina Wickstrom 
or Jim Quinn at the following addresses: 
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C. Kristina Roper Wickstrom 
Meeting and Program Chair 
P.O. Box 2042, Wawona Station 
Yosemite National Park, CA 95389 
(209) 375-6448 

Jim Quinn, Local Arrangement & Facilities 
Cultural Resources Facility, l 8C Darwin 
Sonoma State University 
Rohnert Park, CA 94928 
(707) 664-2381 

Detailed hotel information and pre-registration 
packets will be mailed to SCA members in early 
February An early response will help insure a 
pleasant and successful Annual Meeting! 

NOTES FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Entering the new year, the SCA faces con 
tinuing challenges. The Society needs the help of 
the membership to meet those challenges success 
fully Please note the following areas where we 
need your help: 

Legislation-If you have read the Newsletter 
you know that last year the Deddeh Bill (formerly 
AB-952) was renewed by the State Legislature, 
despite the Society's (and other) opposition. The 
building industry clearly gets a big benefit from 
this bill, and one might suppose that now they 
have it they will leave archaeology alone. I doubt 
that this is true, however-there is no reason to 
think that these interests are yet done with us. 
There are other provisions in the bill that may be 
modified to put archaeology at an even greater 
disadvantage. Let me renew an appeal to you from 
a former Newsle tter. Please, if you have any 
personal experience with cases involving the 
Deddeh Bill (the one requiring sites to be "unique" 



in order to be saved) where you feel that resources 
were lost as a result of that law, please send a 
summary of your experience to me (my address is at 
the end of the Newsletter). We need to build a file of 
such cases to use as ammunition in the legislature. 
Let's get ready for it. 

Society Membership-In order for the Society to 
remain healthy, we need to maintain our membership. 
If your membership has lapsed, please renew it, and 
encourage others to do so. 

Annual Meeting-We are nearing the time of the 
1986 Annual Meeting, held this year in Santa Rosa. 
The organizers of the meeting have worked hard to 
bring the membership a successful annual meetings. 
Let me encourage you attend-your attendance and 
your re~istration fees strengthen archaeology in 
California. 

Proceedings-The Proceedings of the Society for 
California Archaeology is actively seeking {Japers on 
California archaeology. We are particularly interested 
in papers that deal with syntheses of data, important 
theoretical or methodological topics, or just good 
examples of field or lab results that may be of general 
interest. Please forward such papers to me or to Jan 
Whitlow-Hoffman (addresses at end of Newsletter). 
The Proceedings should prove an important 
publication source for archaeological research in 
California. 

Archaeology & Public Policy 
House of Representatives Appropriations 

The Senate numbers for Historic Preservation are 
the same as last year, $25,480,000, while the House 
cut the allotted amount to 24.4 million. A separate 
amount has been targeted for the National Park 
Service to be used for the Cultural Resources 
Preservation Fund which funds small projects under 
$500,000 for up two years. In addition, it also 
provides base money for new larger projects. The 
Park Service requested $13 million for this fund. The 
Senate has allocated $6,929,000, which was last years 
level of funding. The House has cut back to the 
Administration's recommended $4,300,000. 

Please write your representative and urge full 
support of appropriations for Historic Preservation 
and for the Cultural Resources Preservation Fund. 
The House address is: 

Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Members of the House Appropriations Committee are: 
Yates (IL), Murtha (PA), Dicks (WA), Regula (OH), 
Loeffler (TX), AuCoin (OR), Bevill (AL), Boland 
(MA), and McDade (PA). 

Cultural Property Respose 
The Cultural Property Repose Act of 1985 (S. 

1523) was discussed in a meeting with Sharon 
Donovan from the Senate Subcommittee on Patents, 
Copyrights, and Trademarks, chaired by Senator 
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Mathias (R. MD). On the House side, the issues of 
the Culture Property Respose Act (H.R. 2389) were 
discussed with Andie King from Rep. Gephardt's (D. 
MO) office. Andie mentioned that she has been 
receiving letters from archaeologists strongly opposed 
to the bill. The SAA Committee on Public Archae 
ology opposes any legislation which weakens laws on 
acquiring cultural objects. It urges that you write 
Senator Mathias and Representative Gephardt 
opposing SR 387 

Senator Mathias 
Russell Senate Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

Representative Gephardt 
1432 Longworth House Office Bldg. 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Key Subcommittee individuals to write opposing SR-
433 include: 

Senator Leahy 
Senate Subcommittee on Patents, Copyrights and 

Trademarks 
Russell Senate Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

Representative Kastemeier, Chairman 
House Subcommittee on Courts, Civil Liberties 

and the Administration of Justice 
2328 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Adapted from SOPANEWS 
_ Vol. 9, Nos.Jl ~ 12 

Nov.-Dec., 1985 

U.S. Survey Maps and "Subdivisions" 

Perhaps the singlemost cause of site destruction in 
California is the house pad grading for single family 
homes. Such grading rarely requires permits and 
when some city or counry has a grading ordinance 
pennit, they usually quality as "exempt" under Article 
8 of the California Environmental Quality Act 
(CEQA). Thus it is that hundreds or thousands of 
sites are graded for homes, garages, swimming pools, 
wine cellars and apartment complexes each year. 
However, the creation of new legal lots under the 
Subdivision Map Act of 1973 is the legal instrument 
responsible for setting up the conditions for such 
damage and archaeologists are often called upon to 
survey "major" and "mmor" subdivisions to assess the 
potential from impacts by single family dwellings. 
Each division of land creates a new opportunity for a 
new house site, leach field , driveway, garage, and 
landscaping development. 

Most archaeologists remain unaware of the impact 
consequences of land division. Major sub divisions 
under the Map Act must also include urban-style 
paved streets with gutters, sidewalks, storm drams, 
fire hydrants, public lighting, and each lot must have 
adequate space for a house (leach field area is required 
when no sewer lines are available). Minor sub 
divisions are divisions with four or less lots and these 
subs need only have a graded driveway access. 
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A legal loophole which real estate people often 
employ are "certificates of compliance" and U.S. 
Survey Maps to avoid the Map Act and CEQA review. 
Many a citizen will complain to an agency that Indian 
cemeteries or historic bottle dumps are being graded 
by developers creating a "bunch of building sites," 
only to have the citr, engineer inform them that the real 
estate developer 'discovered" old property lines 
created by some ancient U.S. Boundary Survey 

No More! The case of John Taft v. Advisory 
Agency (1984, 161 Cal. App. 3d. 749) has clarified 
that problem. The Court of Appeal held that U.S. 
Survey Maps created under Federal law do not 
constitute subdivisions of land under the California 
Map Act. Thus, any grading to create more than one 
house site on a piece of land "divided" by Federal 
survey lines is illegal, subject to local agency review, 
and subject to CEQA. 

Archaeological Protection and "Taking" 

Local agency planners processing permits under 
CEQA and designing archaeology mitigation measures 
on permit resolutions are often frustrated by 
archaeologist's failure to comprehend "le9al takings." 
This most often arises over who "owns' Indian or 
historic archaeolopical sites/artifacts/ reports. Most 
"archaeolywags' (a la Emma Lou Davis) in 
appropriately wesume that any property on r,rivate 
land which is 'cultural" is somehow "public.' This 
misconception is obfuscated by the true public and 
common ownership of Federal and State public lands. 
However "private holdings" as envisioned by the 
Foundinfo Fathers does not embrace nationalistic use
rights o cultural resources in the same manner as 
waterways. 

Private property owners continue to own all 
"things" integral to their land title, including trees, 
bones, rocks, midden, and the contents therein. They 
may find "mineral rights" precluded by some prior 
claim and holders of former Trust Lands, Patent 
Lands, and Pueblo Lands may one day find that their 
title may be clouded by pubhc trust laws. Dr. David 
Hornbeck of Cal-State Northridge, for example, 
argues pretty persuasively that a non-profit 
preservation group might be able to save California 
Missions from the Catholic Church by using the 
wording in the Title Transfer signed over by President 
Abraham Lincoln to the Catholic Church. Most 
landowners, however, do own the things contained in 
the fabric of their land. 

What, then, does CEQA protect? Agency lawyers 
always counsel planners to take care in avoiding a 
"legal taking" on private property CEQA guarantees 
disclosure of permit/project impacts to a defined 
California environment and authorizes agencies to 
restrict use-rights to mitigate impacts. It would be an 
illegal taking , therefore, if the agency attempted to 
require a landowner to surrender an artifact collection 
or give title to land to a citizen organization. To date, 
no one has forced the question of full achievement of 
mitigation when a landowner refuses to donate a 
catalogued artifact collection to a museum. 
Conservative archaeologists routinely allow their 
clients to keep some collections, while more liberal 

'f 

3 

practitioners encourage donation to museums/ 
universities with the carrot of tax benefits. Agencies 
avoid taking of actual sites by mandating open space 
easements dedicated around to resources to prohibit 
future construction/grading land uses, but technically 
the land owner retains interest and owns the resource. 

An agency denial of a permit due to potential 
adverse permit/project impact was defined as not a 
taking by the 9th Circuit Court of Appeals in 1984. In 
MacLeodv. County of Santa Clara, 749 F. 2d. 541), 
denial of a permit to harvest lumber was not a taking 
since the landowner could continue to graze livestock 
and develop the one allowable homesite on the lot in 
accordance with the General Plan and Zoning 
Ordinance. The key to the question of taking is "just 
compensation" and archaeologists are advised to avoid 
committing the public to compensating developers for 
collections or land taken by the force of CEQA. 
Perhaps this point will be clarified when the Supreme 
Court addresses this issue on the MacDonald, 
Sommer, and Frates v. County of Yolo in coming 
months. 

Archaeology and The Map Act 

"Test Pit Para-legals" thought they had the land 
development industry by the neck hairs when the State 
Attorney General ruled on May 17 1985 ( 68 Ops. Cal 
Atty Gen. 108) prohibited the approval of a 
subdivision if a is likely to cause substantial 
environmental damage. However, the well-financed 
lobbyists for land developers pursuaded Senate Pro 
Tern Roberti to support and pass an "emergency" 
amendment allowing overriding reasons to compel 
approval (Stats. 1985, Ch. 738; Assembly Bill 620). 
Archaeologists desiring to halt damage to cultural 
resources should find out how their legislators voted 
on AB-620 and raise the issue at the next election. 

Categorical Exemptions and 
Unusual Circumstances 

Archaeologists and historians are continually upset 
over house ~rading, leachfield trenching, church 
construction 10 conformance with liberal zoning, and 
"minor alterations" to historic buildings as being 
Categorically Exempt under Article 8 of CEQA. 
However, in Lewis v. 17th Agricultural District, 
1985, 165 Cal. App. 3d. 823, the Appellate Court has 
used Section 15300.2 of the EIR Guidelines: "A 
categorical exemption shall not be used for an activity 
where there is a reasonable possibility that the activity 
will have a significant effect on the environment due to 
unusual circumstances." Archaeologists should use 
this precedent case to argue that all recorded sites of 
potential local, National Register, or scientific 
significance constitute unusual circumstances and that 
any permits/projects affecting them must be reviewed 
under CEQA. (Thank you, Rob Edwards). 

Submitted by Ronald V May 
January 24.1986 
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Archaeology of the Swinnerton Adobe 
San Luis Obispo 

The California Archaeology class at California 
Polytechnic State University conducted archaeological 
excavations under my direction at the Swinnerton 
Adobe during April and May 1977 The current 
owner of the property Dr. C. Baring Farmer, was 
helpful in facilitating access to the property Measure 
ments of the building were taken, most of the interior 
was cleared to floor level, window sills and doorways 
were identified, and a test trench was dug along a 
portion of the exterior wall. Since the burning of the 
structure, only a portion of the original building has 
been preserved. In 1970, Professor Jay von Werlhof 
received permission to remove most of the adobe 
bricks for use in the restoration of the Hollister Adobe 
as a museum at Cuesta College. By 1977, the eastern 
wall of the adobe still stood at a maximum height of 
two meters. The other walls had eroded to ground 
level. The interior of the structure had filled m with 
melted adobe from the walls. A test trench, 2 m by 20 
cm, was excavated to a depth of 30 cm below local 
ground surface. It revealed no evidence of the cobble 
foundations on which many Mission Period adobe 
walls were constructed. The wall itself was traced to a 
depth of 25 cm below the surface. It had been 
covered with wooden boards on the outside during the 
American Period, portions of which were preserved at 
the base of the wall. Fragments of Spamsh laO.rillos 
(floor tiles) and tejas (roof tiles) were recovered from 
the trench. It is unlikely that the structure had 
anything other than an earthen floor in the Spanish 
Period, but roof tiles probably covered the top of the 
original building. Both kinds of tile had red exterior 
surfaces and black cores characteristic of the oxidation 
reduction firing process used in Spanish times. 

The southern three-fourths of the building 
interior was cleared of debris. The most recent floor 
consisted of wooden planks nailed at right angles to a 
wooden mud sill foundation of boards set on edge and 
resting directly on the ground. Square hand-forged 
nails were used, hinting that the floor had been 
constructed during the 1850-1900 period. Interior 
excavations revealed that the insides of the adobe 
walls had been coated with a layer of white plaster 
immediately over the adobe bricks. Definite evidence 
of window sills occurred once in the middle of the east 
wall and twice in the south wall. The latter had a 
central doorway that widened outward on the external 
side of the wall. Wooden boards covered window 
sills and lined the sides of the doorway The patterns 
of debris and earth mounding indicated the presence of 
a later addition to the rectangular adobe on the west 
side of the house. This may have been a porch or a 
series of small rooms. The addition was constructed 
entirely of timber and was burned thoroughly during 
the fire. A porch of wooden planks on the north side 
of the house did not suffer the same fate and is still 
intact, though covered with melted adobe and recent 
debris from the modern tar shingle roof. Modern 
debris included fragments of window glass, bottle 
glass, mammal bones (sawed), a plastic button, carton 
fragments, iron springs and nuts, a half walnut shell, 
a large marble, burned fragments of tar paper 
shingles, part of an iron latch, etc. Fragments of 
Tivela stultorum and Acmaea, perhaps from the pre-
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1850 period, and many hand-forged square iron nails 
were also noted. Most artifacts were recorded and left 
on the site, though fragments of Spanish period tile 
and some nail samples were recovered. 

Adapted from The Artifact 
Vol. 21, Nos. 1-2, Jan.-Feb., 1986 
Submitted by Robert Hoover 

Preliminary Glass Analysis 
of CA-SCR-217H-T 

The "Lost Adobe" of Mission Santa Cruz 
The Cabrillo College Archaeology Program, led 

by archaeologist Robert L. Edwards, conducted four 
years of field excavations at the "Lost Adobe" near the 
Santa Cruz Mission, Santa Cruz. Approximately 39 
cubic meters of dirt were excavated and sifted during 
the 69 days of the project, yielding several thousand 
artifacts of glass, metal and ceramic wares from the 
1790s through the contemporary recent past. Rock 
foundations and collapsed adobe brick walls were 
uncovered in the process of excavations which led to 
the discovery of the "Lost Adobe." 

During the course of excavations, approximately 
8,940 fragments of glass were recovered, representing 
at least four periods of occupational activity at the site: 
Spanish Mission Era, ca 1791-1820; Mexican Post
Mission Era, ca 1821 1849; Early American 
Statehood, ca 1850-1902; and Contemporary 20th 
Century ca 1903-present. 

Preliminary analysis of the glass component 
recovered at the site was performed by archaeologist 
Larry Bourdeau of Pacific Museum Consultants, 
Boulder Creek, California. Initial sorting, functional 
categorizing, identification and dating was carried out 
to determine which of the glass fragments were 
attributable to each of the four occupational activity 
periods of the site. 

Several fragments of black glass ale, wine, and 
champagne bottles appear to have bi-facial modifica 
tion suggesting early Mission neophyte weapon/tool 
fabrication. Several of these fragments, along with a 
number of unmodified black and green bottle frag 
ments, were thin sectioned for microscopic analysis 
and subsequent X-ray diffraction testing for trace 
elements. This was done to determine whether such 
glass fragments are traceable to their source of geo 
graphical origin, much like obsidian sourcing. 

The historical record was incorporated to associate 
documentary evidence of glass usage at the site with 
the archaeologically recovered glass assemblage. 
Further analysis is necessary with regard to the 
apparently edge-modified glass fragments and to the 
X-ray diffraction testin~ of black and green bottle 
fragments. Thus combmed, the data may serve an 
interesting, if not provocative, confirmation of the past 
record of events at CA-SCR-217H-T Hopefully, 
further glass-sourcing analysis will result in tracing 
18th and 19th century origins of black glass ale, green 
wine, and champagne bottles as discovered in 
archaeological contexts of this site and sites 
throughout the world. 

t' 
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Larry Bourdeau, Dec. 1985 



Ventura-Olivas Adobe 
Exploratory excavation at the smaller Olivas 

Adobe, sometimes called the "caretaker's residence," 
took place in December 1985 under the direction of 
Roberta S. Greenwood, Principal Investigator, and 
John M. Foster, Project Archaeologist. The study 
was undertaken simultaneously with an architectural 
evaluation by Gil Sanchez, A.I.A., to assist the 
Ventura Department of Parks and Recreation in 
restoring the structure and developing a program for 
public interpretation. 

The existing historical overview and structures 
report had concluded that the smaller adobe was built 
between 1841 and 1847 to fulfill the conditions of a 
land grant to Raimundo Olivas and Felipe Lorenzana, 
and sheltered the Olivas family while they erected the 
better known, two-story adobe which is the main 
feature of the enclosed courtyard. 

The smaller adobe is essentially intact with only 
minor, reversible alterations and additions. Modem 
wood and cement flooring was removed, and 
excavation took place within and outside the walls. 
Two lower stone footings were discovered, 
suggesting that there was an older building in the same 
location, subsequently remodeled and enlarged. 
Further evidence for sequential construe tion is 
provided by a deposit of articulated cattle bone 
butchered in the Hispanic manner and a trash pit 
representative of the 1870s, both apparently antedatmg 
the most obviously altered wall, and the presence of in 
situ adobe bricks well below the current ground 
surface. Adobe brick floors were exposed, along with 
Chinese export porcelains in the lower context. The 
analysis and synthesis of architectural and 
archaeological data is continuing, and a fully detailed 
report will be issued in mid-1986. 

Submitted by Roberta Greenwood 
January 1986 

Announcements 
Department of Parks And Recreation 

Herb Dallas, an archaeologist with the California 
Dei;>artment of Parks and Recreation, begins a new 
assignment as archaeologist in the Department's 
Central Coast Region office in Monterey on February 
3. Central Coast Region administration encompasses 
state parks in the counties of Santa Barbara, San Luis 
Obispo, Monterey, San Benito, Santa Cruz, San 
Mateo Santa Clara, Alameda, and Contra Costa. 
Those ~ith concerns and professional interests in the 
archaeology of state parks in this region may contact 
Herb at: 

California Department of Parks and Recreation 
2211 Garden Road 
Monterey, CA 93940 
(408) 649-7104 

Michael Sampson, also an archaeologist with the 
Department of Parks and Recreation, will on February 
1 become staff archaeologist with the Departments 
Southern Region Headquarters in San Diego. This is 

l 

5 

a new pos1t10n which ideally will foster closer 
communication and coordination of archaeological/ 
historic preservation concerns with field staff in 
Southern Region parks. Southern Region administra 
tion involves parks throughout southern California, 
including San Diego, Imperial, Riverside, San 
Bernardino, Orange, Los Angeles, and Ventura 
Counties. Michael encourages individuals working in 
these areas to contact him with their concerns and 
advice regarding state parks in Southern Region, or to 
simply talk archaeology. His address follows: 

California Department of Parks and Recreation 
1333 Camino Del Rio, South, Suite 200 
San Diego, CA 92108 
(619) 237-7972 

Submitted by Michael Sampson 
State Archaeologist II 

Call for Papers 

The 2nd Symposium on Costanoan Osteology 
will be held at San Jose State University on Friday, 
March 14, 1986. Papers will be accepted covering 
human skeletal biology within the greater San 
Francisco Bay area. Students and working pro -
fessionals in the area are encouraged to submit papers 
and attend the symposium. Submit abstracts by 
February 14, 1986 to: 

Dr. Robert Jurmain 
Department of Anthropology 
San Jose State University 
San Jose, CA 95192 
(408) 277-2533 

WSU Offers Flintknapping Field School 
The Flinkknapping Field School originally started 

by Donald E. Crabtree in 1968, has been conducted 
for the past ten years by J. Jeffrey Flenniken. For the 
last five years this school has been held in the 
Sawtooth National Forest of central Idaho. In this 
scenic environment of Lodge Pole Pines, trout 
streams, and glacially carved mountains, participants 
study lithic technology eight hours a day, six days a 
week for four and a half weeks. In addition to the 
regular content of the course each student brings to the 
class his or her expertise in the study of lithic artifact 
manufacture and use. The discussions that result are 
both interesting and informative. Add to this the 
actual practice of flintknapping and the result is an 
intensive learning experience which cannot be 
duplicated elsewhere. 

The school is offered through the Department of 
Anthropology, Washington State University. Based 
upon a letter of interest, vita, and three letters of 
recommendation, seven students will be selected to 
attend. Each student applicant should currently be a 
graduate student or accepted by a graduate school 
beginning in the fall of 1986. Individuals with 
advanced degrees and/or employed as archaeologists 
are encouraged to apply. The application deadline is 
April 25, 1986. 

The fieldschool will run June 9 to July 11. A tent 
camp including all necessary equipment will be 



provided by WSU. Each participant must supply a 
personal sleeping bag and clothes suitable for outdoor 
work. The cost of the fieldschool is $65.00 per credit 
hour (the class is four graduate hours or $260.00) 
plus a $450.00 special fee (including tool kit, raw 
materials, vehicle, fieldtrips, guest knappers, etc.). 
Gene Titmus, Jim Woods, and Great Basin expert Dr. 
Philip J. Wilke will be assisting Dr. Flenniken in the 
instruction of students during the 1986 field school. 
Send applications to: 

Dr. J. Jeffrey Flenniken 
Department of Anthropology 
Washington State University 
Pullman, WA 99164-4910 

19th-Century Cable-Car Rooms 
Unearthed in San Francisco 

Two below-grade vaults from the California Street 
Cable RR Co., sealed since 1891, were uncovered 
accidentally by workers rebuilding the cable-car 
system in San Francisco. The City contracted with 
William D. Sawyer (SIA) for further research. 
Sawyer, a cable-car historian, produced further finds 
and recorded the room interiors and contents. The 
vaults have since been destroyed. 

The first room, found in November 1982 on Nob 
Hill at California and Larkin streets contained the 
winding machinery for the CSCRR from 1877 until 
1891. The 110 x 30 ft-room held the idler wheel, 
winders, and drive gear, along with tension apparatus. 
Nearby, in the basement of the Nob Hill Residence 
Club, Sawyer located-the original fireproof engine-
room that housed two 250 hp engines and three 
locomotive boilers. The structure above had contained 
the company's offices and storerooms. 

Construction on the Leland Stanford-financed 
line, San Francisco's third cable system, was begun in 
1877 It opened the next year, and was extended a 
year later. Later expansion necessitated moving the 
company's powerhouse in 1891. The above-ground 
structure was tom down and the basement rooms were 
sealed and forgotten. The original plans and drawings 
were lost, but a description of the installations had 
been published in an 1878 issue of Engineering News. 

The following August came a second major find 
when the 1877 tension-wheel vault was discovered 
beneath Kearny Street across from the Bank of 
America. Unlike the other room, this one contained 
machinery-the oldest extant cable-car equipment. 
Measuring and removing pieces from the 30-ft-deep, 
brick-arched vault, Sawyer managed to save one 
tension-wheel segment, tension carriage, one crown 
pulley pedestal bearing, and pieces of rail and slot rail. 
If interested in additional details, write Sawyer at 1010 
Bush Street, San Francisco, CA 94109. 

Submitted by Paul Schumacher 

2nd Ann. Gilmore Ethnobiology Seminar 
The Natural History Museum and Museum of Man 

in San Diego are hosting a seminar on "The History of 
Sonoran Desert Ve&etation and Climate During the 
Last 20,000 Years. ' It will occur on February 8, 

1986 from 9:30 am to 4:30 pm at the Natural History 
Museum in Balboa Park. Of interest to prehistoric 
archaeologists, the seminar will be led by Dr. Thomas 
R. Van Devender at the Arizona-Sonora Desert 
Museum near Tucson, Arizona. The focus will be 
packrat middens found in caves and rockshelters, 
which are masses of vegetation cemented together with 
urea. Sequences of biotic evolution can be radio 
carbon dated and correlated with cultural changes. A 
portion of the seminar will include human adaption to 
the changing desert. Make reservations by contacting: 

Ken Hedges 
Museum of Man 
(619) 239-2001 

We Mourn Another Passing 
Garland J. Gordon, Chief of the Western Regional 

Office of Interagency Archaeological Services (IAS) 
died unexpectably on December 18, 1985. The large 
number of California archaeologists who worked with 
IAS over the years will remember Gar for his strong 
support of historic preservation programs and his 
abilities in guiding the programs his office 
administered toward appropriate research objective. 
Behind his quiet and unassuming ways was a clear 
vision of the goals of archaeology and the professional 
responsibilities of archaeologists involved in 
contracted research. 

"Gar" served the U.S. as a soldier in 1945 and an 
archaeologist with the National Park Service in 1959. 
His field assignments included Tuzigoat, Gran 

_ Quivira, and Effigy Mounds National Monuments. 
He was assigned to the Western Archaeological Center 
in 1969 and promoted to supervisory capacity in 1970. 
In 1971, he received a MA in Anthropology from the 
University of Arizona. 
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He co-authored guidelines for interpreting NEPA 
for archaeology in 1970 and with the Moss-Bennett 
Bill moved to head the lnteragency Archaeological 
Services in 1775. California archaeologists best know 
Gar from his negotiations with military and land 
management agencies to conserve and care for 
archaeology. His influence will be felt for decades. 
Condolences maybe sent to his family at 1540 Nuala 
Street, Concord, CA 94518. 

Submitted by Mike Glassow 

SCA ELECTIONS 
The SCA is now looking for candidates for its 

various offices. We need new (and fresh) volunteers 
to help carry the load. There is a lot going on, and this 
is an excellent opportunity to learn. If you, or anyone 
you know, is interested in running for office, contact: 

Bob Cartier 
496 N. 5th Street 
San Jose, CA 95112 
( 408) 295-1373 

NEXT NEWS DEADLINE 
~ APRIL 1, 1986 
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Calendar of 
-March 27-29, 1986. Society for California 

Archaeology Annual Meeting, El Rancho 
Tropicana Resort, Santa Rosa. Contact: C. 
Kristina Roper Wickstrom, Meeting and Program Chair, 
P.O. Box 2042, Wawona Station, Yosemite National 
Park, CA 95389 (209) 375-6448. 

-April 7-8, 1986, Los Alamos National Laboratory 
Seminar on Technology and Human Nutrition for 
information contact: M. Pamela Bumsted, Protocol 
Office, Los Alamos National Laboratory, Mail Stop 
P355, Los Alamos, N.M. 87545 

April 9, 1986. The 55th Annual meeting of the 
American Association of Physical Anthropologists in 
Albuquerque, NM. Contact: Jeff Froehlich, Chair, local 
arrangements committee, Dept. of Anthro., University 
of New Mexico, Alburquerque, New Mexico 87131. 

April 23-26, 1986. Date has been changed. 
Society for American Archaeology, 5lst Annual 
Meeting, The Clarion Hotel, New Orleans, Louisiana. 

Upcoming Events 
-Memorial Day Weekend, 1986. American Rock Art 

Research Assn. Annual Meeting, Flagstaff, Arizona. 
ARARA Symposium through the Museum of Northern 
Arizona with support and cooperation from the 
Coconino National Forest and the Arizona 
Archaeological Society. 

-June 2-4, 1986 The American Quaternary Association 
will hold its 9th biennial meeting on the University of 
Illinois-Champaign campus. Environments at Glacier 
Margins-Past and Present. Contact: Wayne M. 
Wendland, AMQUA, Illinois State Water Survey, 2204 
Griffith Dr., Champaign, IL 61820 (217) 333-0729. 

-July 7-12, 1986 "V Gordon Childe Colloquium." 
Institute for Anthropological Research, National 
Autonomous University of Mexico. Contact: Dr. Linda 
Manzanilla, Institute De Investigaciones Antropologicas, 
Universidad N acional Autonoma De Mexico. 

-International Symposium on Archaeometry from now on 
will be held on a two year basis. Contact: Dr. Yannis 
Maniatis, Archaeometry Symposium, NRC Demokritos, 
153 10-GR Aghia Paraskevi, Attiki, Greece. 
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