SOCIETY FOR CALIFORNIA ARCHAEOLOGY

NEWSLETTER
The Executive Board of the SCA welcomes
you to an experiment, one undertaken after con
siderable deliberation. This Newsletter is a
departure from the format and style of Newsletter
that we have seen in recent years. The new format
may not appeal to everyone. We are convinced,
however, that it may help meet a serious challenge
facing the Society
Providing access to important information is
clearly a vital function of the society The
Newsletter is their only regular link to the Society.
And yet in recent years it has been increasingly
difficult to maintain that vital connection. The
problem is that we need two different kinds of
information. On the one hand, certain information
is valuable only to the extent that we have rapid
access to it. Information about jobs, legislative
votes, fieldwork opportunities, and meetings, for
instance, must be disseminated in a timely way to
do any good. This problem is more serious than
many realize. On the Executive Board, we know
that there is a great deal of information that could
benefit the Society's members. Too often,
however, it is useless by the time it can be
published. On the other hand, certain kinds of
information are most useful when we are not
unduly pressured by time constraints. For
example, it talces time for authors and editors to
assemble the high-quality scholarly and research
publications that are also a vital part of our need to
know
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Analysis of the content of recent Newsletters
shows that we have been trying to meet both kinds
of needs in a single format. Despite the superb
efforts of the Society's editorial and production
personnel, this approach is inherently a dilemma.

Assembling long reports requires con
siderable time; time that works against sending out
information with a short use-life. Speeding up
publication only creates another problem by
making it difficult to offer more substantive
contributions.
We are attempting to eliminate this dilemma
by an approach similar to that of the Society for
American Archaeology. That is, by offering two
kinds of publications. And this is the nature of the
experiment. One of these publications, now called
the Newsletter, will be of short length, concise,
and aimed at providing rapid access to information
with a short use-life. This approach will not solve
all problems. With an average projected length of
five or so pages, it will not offer in-depth analysis.
But it can alert us to important issues and events,
along with the names, addresses and phone
numbers where one can go for more information.
The Newsletter is scheduled for bi-monthly
publication. Its format, however, allows it to be
produced rapidly and at any time, if a special need
arises.
The Newsletter has two editors (addresses
below). Bill Seidel will edit a Calendar and
Announcements section that will alert us to upcoming meetings, programs, and other significant
events. Bill is ready to receive such information
immediately. Ron May will be the General Editor,
exercising control over the content of the
Newsletter's editions. In the next edition of the
Newsletter, the editors will provide their
guidelines for material submitted for publication.
In the meantime, however, send information to
Ron. Please keep contributions as short as
possible, and if further information is available,

the Proceedings editor (address below). Send us
those manuscripts you have been planning to
submit for publication.

please provide pertinent names, addresses or
phone numbers.
The Newsletter will publish in the following
categories, as information is available:

We believe that the potential benefits of this
plan justify a new departure in the Society's
publication program. We ask the membership to
help make the new publications a success by
contributing information to them. We suggest that
the Society evaluate the effectiveness of this effort
for a year, and then we will poll the membership
for decision about whether to continue it.

Calendar of Upcoming Events and Announce
ments-Events of interest to Society members and
California archaeologists;
Society Activities-Activities of the Society's
officers and members on behalf of the Society·
Archaeology and Public Policy-Developments in
legislation, planning, public agencies, and other
public policy areas that affect archaeology·

We know that we have not addressed many
of the details and questions that might arise from
this project. Many of those details will be
addressed in immediately following editions of the
Newsletter In the meantime, if you have
questions, please send them to Mark Raab,
President, Society for California Archaeology,
Department of Anthropology, California State
University, Northridge, CA 91330. In this first
edition of the Newsletter, we can begin the process
of keeping you better informed with the following.

Employment Opportunities-Announcements of
jobs available in archaeology·
Avocational Archaeologists and Public Archae
ology-Activities of avocational archaeologists in
California, and activities that interpret archaeology
to the public;
Technical Notes-Notes on equipment, tech
nologies and technical services of use to
archaeologists.
· The second publication format will be the
Proceedings of the Society for - California
Archaeology. The emphasis of the Proceedings
and scientific information. That emphasis con
tinues an aspect of the previous Newsletter format.
The new arrangement will be to publish an annual
Proceedings volume. There should be several
advantages to such an :::irrangement. The new
volume is intended to be two to three times the
length of the old format (40 to 60 pages). That
space will be allocated to reports and articles,
however, and these will not have to compete for
space with announcements. In fact, if one looks at
the old format, typically about half of the available
space was given to announcements of various
sorts. Effectively, there wil1 be more space for
substantive works.

• Kathy Moffit of the U.S. Forest Service
has agreed to act as the local arrangements chair
person for the 1987 Annual Meeting, and has
worked out reservation for the meeting in a new
highly regarded conference center in Fresno.
• California archaeologists will be saddened
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Barbara Museum of Natural History, recently
passed ·away He will be' missed by his many
friends and colleagues. His expertise in California
ethnography and ethnohistory will be difficult to
r~place.
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The availability of that space, one hopes,
will also encourage authors to submit high-quality
research and scholarly pieces. The result can be a
volume that is a real contribution to the develop
m~nt of California archaeology Moreover, with
an annual publication cycle, there will be time to
gather material and to allow the volunteer editors
and production specialists to put the volume
together. Jan \Vhitlow-Hoffman will continue as

Shortly after the Annual Meeting of the

Society in March, Mark Kowta, who was to
assume the Presidency of the SCA at the meeting,
resigned from his elective post. Mark Raab, the
President-Elect, then assumed the Presidency
Mark can be contacted at the address listed below.
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Some of the activities of the President and
Board since March of this year include the
following.

Historic Preservation Plan. The Society is con
sidering several options for becoming involved in
the development of this plan.

The President appointed John Parker
[Cultural Heritage Council, P.O. Box 3217,
Clearlake, CA 95422, (707) 994-4421] as Public
Information Coordinator. John has been tracking
legislation in Sacramento that affects archaeology
In May, John Parker and Mark Raab testified
before an Assembly committee against passage of
the SB 326, which is a renewal of AB 952 (the
Deddeh Bill). Mark Raab wrote and circulated a
statement of the SCA's opposition to this bill.
Unfortunately, that vote went against us. At this
writing, the bill is awaiting the Governor's
signature. [It was signed into law in late July ed.] Many letters were sent and many phone calls
made in this fight.

The Society, along with a number of other
groups active in historic preservation, presented
Marion Mitchell-Wilson, State Office of Historic
Preservation, with an award for her service to
preservation while acting as the State Historic
Preservation Officer.
A variety of letters have been sent, com
menting upon various proposed governmental
actions affecting archaeology One of these is a
letter opposing a plan by the State Lands Com
mission to issue a permit for treasure hunters to
loot the wreck of a 19th-century steamship. Mark
Raab has also forwarded comments to the Native
American Heritage Commission regarding SB
348, a plan to appropriate 0.75 million dollars to
pay a private archaeological consulting company
for work on CA-LAN-43, the Los Encinos
Village. Concern was expressed that no oversight
seems to be built into this bill for monitoring how
those funds would be spent, and what kinds of
preservation results would be accomplished. The
American Committee for Preservation of Archaeo
logical Collections [12421 Magnolia Street, Suite
65, Garden Grove, CA 92641] has issued a
position paper against the bill. SRS, Inc. [5232
Bolsa A venue, Suites 3, 4, 5, Huntington Beach,
CA 92647] has issued a statement supporting their
view that they should receive the funds from SB
348 to complete work on the Los Encinos site.

:s~

In opposing SB 326 (the old AB 952), it
has become clear that the powerful proponents of
these bills will not be finished with archaeology if
SB 326 passes this legislative session. There is
good reason to believe they are planning another
legislative campaign to amend SB 326 to severely
limit how much archaeological testing can be done
to determine if a site is significant (unique) under
the terms of the bill. We must begin now to
accumulate hard, statistical data on cases where
AB 952 has been applied and has demonstrably
caused the loss of important archaeological
resources. If you have knowledge of such cases
from your own work or your own region, please
document these cases and send the material to
Mark Raab. President of the SCA. We need to
begin building our supply of ammunition im
mediately for the legislative attacks that are
ahead-probably in the next legislative session.
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Special thanks to those folks who
contributed their time to respond to SB 326.
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The State Office of Historic Preservation
(OHP) has just issued an RFP seeking a state-wide
Historic Preservation Plan Coordinator. Selection
of this coordinator will be the first step in a plan to
hold workshops in eight locations around the state
for the purpose of expanding a prototype State
Plan model to full state coverage. The State Plan
is picking up momentum rapidly The Office of
Historic Preservation, P.O. Box 2390, Sac
ramento, CA 95811 can be contacted for details.

Two Executive Board meetings have been
held since the Annual Meeting. The Board dealt
with a number of issues in those meetings. Mr.
Ed Kandler, the Society's Attorney, has been
retained for another year. The Heritage Action
Steering Committee, of which the SCA is a
member, was given $1,500.00 again this year by
the Society to support its efforts on behalf of
archaeology in California.

As part of the State Plan development, the
OHP is also studying the feasibility of in
corporating standards for the professional practice
of archaeology in the State Plan. That office is

Since March, Mark Raab has attended three
meetings dealmg with the development of the State
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That Map Act is contained in Section 66410 of the
Government Code:

interested in receiving reactions to the idea of
requiring archaeologists who work with state
funds or under terms of state legislation in Cali
fomia to be members of the Society of Profes sional Archeologists (SOPA) or SOPA qualified.
Please direct comments to Bill Seidel of OHP at
the address given above.

The provisions of the Act and local
ordinances enacted thereunder are enforced
by criminal sanctions involving the filing of
required subdivision maps. In general
terms, the filing of tentative maps and a final
map is mandatory for divisions of five
parcels or more, while the filing of a parcel
map is required for division into four or
fewer parcels. A subdivider must obtain
local government four or more parcels. A
subdivider must obtain local government
approval of the appropriate map before the
subdivided parcels may be offered for sale,
lease, or be financed.

Valuable New Legal Interpretation For
Protection Of Archaeological Sites To
Be Destroyed By Subdivision Project
Archaeologists should be excited to learn of
an extremely valuable legal opinion was issued by
California Attorney General John K. Van De
Kamp on May 17, 1985. It is cited as Opinion
Number 85-202 and was given at the request of
Mr. Dennis A. Barlow, County Counsel, Yuba
County. It concludes that:

The California Environmental Quality Act
(CEQA), on the other hand, is contained in Section
21000 of the Public Resources Code, enacted three
years before the Map Act:
The primary purpose of CEQA is to
ensure that environmental information is
considered by an agency in its decisionmaking process.
A legislative body shall
deny approval of a tentative map or a parcel
map for which a tentative map was not
required, if it makes any of the following
findings;

If the significant adverse environmental
effects identified with respect to a tentative
map of the subdivision relate to the design of
or the proposed improvements of the sub
division, a local agency may not approve the
tentative map pursuant to Section 21081,
Subdivision (c) of the Public Resources
Code.

(e) that the design of the subdivision or the
proposed improvements are likely to cause
substantial environmental damage or sub
stantially and unavoidably injure.

On May 30, 1985 the County Counsel of
San Diego County informed the Director of the
Department of Planning and Land Use that the
above means a subdivision map (major or minor
lot split) which has a significant impact which
cannot be mitigated must be denied pursuant to
Government Code Section 66474 (e) even if the
local agency desired to make "overriding social or
economic" findings!

[Archaeology was included generally from 1970 to
1974, and then SCA ·v. Butte forced archaeology
as a standard issue.]
Any project, subdivision maps being only
one form of project, which will have a substantial
adverse (significant) effect upon the environment,
must have an EIR prepared.
"Mitigation"
measures must demonstrate to the satisfaction of
the public and the decision-maker that the impacts
can be reduced to an insignificant level. Failure to
do so would mean findings of "Significant and
Not Mitigable."

The beauty of this decision is that under
AB 952/SB 326 there may not sufficient money to
mitigate impacts to archaeological resources. IF
this is the case the local agency should write up the
issue of archaeology in the Final EIR as "Signi
ficant and Not Mitigable" and deny the map! If
you read the Deddeh Act, it directs those agencies
to reduce the mitigation to whatever funding
remains available after projects are approved The
Deddeh Act thus does not apply to denied projects.

The big let-down of permit processing in
the past eight years has been the use of "social
and/or economic" override. If a cornmu.11.ity would
benefit by jobs created and the project would
improve the social conditions, then there were

What has happened here is a conflict
between the Subdivision Map Act and CEQA.
4

provisions for permit approval and to #### with ,,
the archaeology

HERITAGE ACTION
STEERING COMMITTEE (HASC)

This new opinion, however, disallows that
alternative for permits under the Map Act. The
Attorney General points to Section 6674 (e) of the
Government Code, part of the Subdivision Map
Act, and Section 21081 (c) of the Public
Resources Code to support this conclusion.

The Heritage Action Steering Committee is
entering its second year of activity Formed after
the 1984 State Preservation Conference, HASC
consists of a single representative from each Cali
fornia heritage organization which wishes to participate cooperatively in heritage legislation issues.
Participation in HASC by a heritage organization
also implies their financial support of HASC
efforts.

This is a tremendous decision for archae
ologists who are now seeing sites plowed under
homes and streets with the City Hall battle cry that
"there is a housing shortage" or "the economy
needs more housing." For Senator Waddie
Deddeh to change this legal interpretation he must
amend both the Subdivision Map Act and the
California Environmental Quality Act. However,
this interpretation will not save sites impacted by
non-subdivision permits.

HASC is now the only California coalition
coordinating heritage legislative efforts. Some of
you may remember the Californians for Preserva
tion Action group which lobbyed for or against
certain bills. This is no longer the case. Legally,
HASC is at present connected with the California
Preservation Foundation (CPF). CPF, however,
has no control over HASC policies or activities.
These are established by the representatives of
HASC constituent groups. HASC is made up of a
representative from each of the following organizations: California Committee for the Promotion of
History; California Pres.e rvation Foundation,
Society for California Archaeology; and the
Conference of California Historical Societies.

Ronald V May, June 12, 1985
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The Office of Public Archaeology, Uni
versity of California, Santa Barbara is beginning
work on extensive pipeline excavations in Santa
Barbara County, and is looking for experienced
members of excavation crews. Vitae can be sent to
Pandora Snethkamp, Office of Public Archae
ology, University of California, Santa Barbara,
CA 93106.

HASC is dedicated to creating a legal environment which will enhance California's
heritage, including history, archaeology, preservation, folklore, museums, archives, records
management, etc. These tasks are accomplished
by monitoring legislation, providing support for
legislation introduced by HASC constituent organizations, and alerting constituent organizations and
other interested people about legislation \Vl1ich ma)'
negatively impact our heritage resources. HASC
by itself cannot stop bad bills from being passed
--only letters from you to your representatives can
do that. We can, however, be your eyes and ears
in Sacramento.
John Parker, SCA HASC Representative
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NEW· SCA Buttons soon will be available. The
button depicts the SCA oak leaf with the Society's
name lettered around the border. Color is black
over beige. Contact SCA Secretary Larry
Bourdeau today to order your button. Cost is
$1.50, or pick up several at the Data Sharing
Meetings this fall.

NEXT NEWS DEADLINE
SEPTEMBER 25, 1985
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Note: the Computerphiles article
on -the next page was written last March: by now
some items are a little out of date. For example,
the entire newsletter is now being prepared on the
Apple Macintosh using the LaserWriter printer.
5

COMPUTERPHILES
by Trudy Haversat and Gary S. Breschini
users will be able to access a single hard disk or printer
anywhere on the network. In the near future IBM computers
should be able to join the network simply by adding a card to
one of the short slots.

Our column this month is being written on a Macintosh XL
computer, and printed on Apple's new LaserWriter printer. The
rest of the newsletter is being prepared on a Tandy TRS-80
Model 1 using Allwrite!, a word processor from Prosoft, and
printed on a C. Itch printer. The graphics and large titles used
elsewhere in the newsletter are added by Jan using traditional
"cut-and-paste" techniques, while the graphics, including
titles, on this page were created entirely on the Macintosh and
printed by the LaserWriter as part of the finished page. There
are some major advantages to Apple's new system, although
there are a few inconveniences as well.
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The above projectile point is an example of the way text
and graphics can be merged together and printed.
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If you have an IBM system with a hard disk, please
note-it is possible to unintentionally reformat the entire hard
disk! Reformatting your disk erases all the informat ion which
you have carefully built up over the years. {This is one of the
benefits of modern technology-you can now, with a single
command, scramble millions of bytes of data, rather than just a
few thousand.} If you own a hard disk, make sure you never
issue the FORMAT command without also specifying the
drive (i.e. FORMAT A: vs FORMAT) as vour machine will not
allow you to reconsider your action. ·11 wili proceed to reformat
your hard disk while you just sit there and cry.
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Microns
One of the major advantages is the ease with which text
and graphics may be composed, mixed and printed. This is
especially useful when preparing multiple versions of a
document (as is often required with government contracts).
While dot matrix printers can also do this, the quality is
considerably lower. As this page shows, the quality of the
LaserWriter approaches that of typesetting.

Those of you with Compaq portable computers will be
happy to know that, according to USA Today, Compaqs were
outselling IBM portables by five to one in February. Apparently
the Compaq portable is more compatible with the IBM PC, and
has more room for expansion than the IBM portable!

Another advantage is being able to select from numerous
sizes, fonts, and styles. For example, the LaserWriter can
print underline, boldface, and italics or all three
together using a variety of different typefaces, such as:

Courier

New York, Geneva, Ven.i.ce. , Hthens, & Times.

About ten thousand people are testing a new kind of
credit card which looks like a generic credit card but has 64 K
of memory stuck inside to keep a running record of all
transactions made with the card. The record can be played
back at any time on your home computer. In order to operate
the card, you must first enter your personal access code which
retailers are hoping will be tougher to fake than your signature,
thereby cutting down on the number of credit card thefts.

There are also dozens of symbols available. These include:
2,83±

=

oo-:;:. ~ n · = ' 1 e t c .

Each of these fonts or symbols is available in an almost infinite
variety of sizes and styles. For example, the main title was
done in 51 point Helvetica bold, while the names were done in
14 point Helvetica bold. The text was prepared using 9 point
Helvetica. Other styles available include outline, shadow,
small caps, superscript, and subscript. All of this is available
without the need to stop and manually change printwheels.

Finally, there will be a symposium on computers at the
Annual Meeting of the American Rock Art Research
Association, to be held in Santa Barbara on Memorial Day
Weekend. Contact Bill Hyder at (805) 682-8525 or Kathi Conti
at (805) 684-1335 for additional information.

Also of interest-the Apple system can readily be turned
into a network supporting up to 32 different pieces of equip
ment,. including a variety of computers, printers, etc. Multiple
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-September 20-22, 1985. First International Bead
Conference, hosted by the Bead Society of Los
Angeles. Hotel Queen Mary Long Beach,
California.

-January 8-12, 1986. Society for Historical
Archaeology I Conference on Underwater
Archaeology Joint Annual Meeting, Hotel El
Rancho, Sacramento.

-October 7-12, 1985. International Conference on
Archaeoastronomy and Rock Art, Little Rock,
Arkansas.

-March 27 -29, 1986. Society for Cali
fornia Archaeology Annual Meeting, El
Rancho Tropicana Resort, Santa Rosa.
Contact Kristina
Roper,
Cultural
Resource Facility, 18C Darwin Hall,
Sonoma State University, Rohnert Park,
CA
94928. (707) 664-2381.

October 19, 1985. Society for California
Archaeology Northern California Data Sharing
Meeting, Cabrillo College, Aptos. Contact Trudy
Haversat, Northern California Vice President
-November 9, 1985. Society for California
Archaeology Southern California Data Sharing
Meeting, California State University, Northridge.
Persons who wish to present data should contact
Susan Hector, Southern California Vice President.

-April 16-19, 1986. Society for American
Archaeology, 51st Annual Meeting, The Clarion
Hotel, New Orleans, Louisiana.
-Memorial Day Weekend, 1986. American Rock
Art Research Association Annual Meeting,
Flagstaff, Arizona.

-December 4-8, 1985. American Anthropological
Association, 84th Annual Meeting, Washington,
D.C.

Society for California Archaeology
Department of Anthropology
California State University
Fullerton, CA 92634
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