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MOSS- BENNETT SIGNED
On May 24, 1974 President Nixon signed into law
the Moss-Bennett Bill as Public Law 93-291.
The Bill extends the provisions of the Reservoir
Salvage Act of 1960 to cover all forms of federal,
federally assisted, and federally permitted construction,
and authorizes transfer of funds from agencies
participating in such construction to the National Park
Service to help finance salvage. Archaeological
sites endangered by federally related projects will be
protected by basic evaluation and salvage requirements.
•

As all SCA members are aware, the signing of this
egislation is the culmination of many years of effort by
many persons and agencies concerned with the historic
and prehistoric heritage of the United States. Certainly
all professional archaeologists owe a hearty vote of
thanks to those who worked so hard to see this legislation through, especially Carl Chapman, Charles Ro
McGimsey, and the Committee on Public Archeology
of the SAA.
The passage of the Moss-Bennett Bill, however,
is not a panacea for contract and conservation archaeology. Much will have to be done by archaeologists and
historians, working closely with federal agencies to
make the law work. And, Congress has authorized,
but has not yet appropriated, funds to implement some
sections of the bill.

EXCAVATIONS AT VANDENBERG

•

Beginning on June 17 and continuing through August
16, 1974, the University of California at Santa Barbara
is conducting preliminary test excavations at about 30
archaeological sites which are endangered by the
proposed construction of facilities for the Space
'.l;ransportation System (Space Shuttle) on South
Vandenberg Air Force Base. An evaluation of these
sites will be included as part of the overall Environmental Impact Study of the Shuttle System, and there is a
ood possibility that many sites can be preserved. The
rchaeological remains involved are dis-tributed along
some 15 miles of coastal plain in the transition zone
between Central and Southern California. Most of the
sites are located between Jalama Beach and the Santa
Ynes River.

The project is being supervised by Dr. Michael
Glass ow of UCSB with a crew of 30 persons working in
the field under the direction of Larry Spanne, who will
be assisted by Bob Gibson, Jeff Quilter and Marilyn
Steely. Two Chumash Indian representatives from the
Santa Inez Tribe will serve as advisors and trainees.
The Vandenberg region is generally not well known
from an. archaeological standpoint. However, more
than 420 archaeological sites of various kinds have
been recorded during a "mixed Strategy Survey" of some
70 percent of Vandenberg's 153 square miles over the
last four years. Partially funded surveys which have
now provided intensive coverage of the entire coastal
plain and major stream valleys, as well as other areas,
were carried out by Larry Spanne with assistance from
local volunteers. A contract proposal is being prepared
which will call for completion of the survey by early
1976.
.
The data will be used as the basis for Spanne's
doctoral thesis on aboriginal subsistence-settlement
patterns of the Lompoc-Vandenberg Region.
One of the sites being tested this summer is probably
the Purismeno Chumash village of Nocto (SBa-1010)
located south of Point Arguello. This site has an
unusual set of 5 or 6 apparently man-made terraces of
different elevations and composed entirely of shell
midden which may represent living areas or house
locations. Other sites within the project area may be
considerably older. One appears to be an early
Millings tone Period occupation site, possibly dating to
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