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A POSSIBLE PALEOINDIAN CEMETERY AND
VILLAGE SITE IN LAKE COUNTY

•

•

An initial cl4 age determination on bone collagen
from a burial at the Mastin Site, SDA-66, in Lake County,
has been provided by the UCLA Institute of Geophysics
and Planetary Physics. Burial 4, one of 12 interments
removed last summer from the bed of a creek under 18·-19
feet of alluvium, has been tentatively assigned an age
in excess of 10, 000 c14 years by the UCLA Institute of
Geophysics and Planetary Physics; longer counting runs are
being made on this sample, and more samples are being
submitted from other burials.
The site, which is presently underwater, contains
burials and a midden with freshwater shell, fishbone, and
chert and obsidian debitage. It is overlain by alluvial
deposits apparently derived from a high stand of Clear Lake,
on the surface of which deposits there is an extensive
late-prehistoric midden. The site was first discovered by
its owner about S years ago when he observed burials and
artifacts beginning to wash out of the downcut bed of the
creek. It was visited last summer by Mr. Gary Berg of
CSCS during an evaluatory survey of the status of known
and reported sites in Lake County for planning and EIR
purposes; salvage excavations were subsequently
undertaken under the direction of Mr. Ronald King from
CSCS, with a volunteer crew.
In situ artifacts are thus far few in number, comprising
stemmed, flat-to concave-based, and round-based
lanceolate points of obsidian and chert. Grinding tools
including manos and metates have been recovered in the
creek, but their association with the stratum under
consideration here is dubious.
A preliminary report on the work has been prepared by
King and Berg, and will be placed in the SCA' s ROBERT
SCHENK ARCHIVES OF CALIFORNIA ARCHAEOLOGY. The
faculty and students of the CSCS Department of
Anthropology and NorthCRAG are presently developing a
research program to continue investigations at Mostin and
nearby sites, under the supervision of D .A. Fredrickson,
J.A. Bennyhoff, and T.F. King. An authoritative group of
advisors and consultants with specialties in paleoindian
and Quaternary studies is being assembled to assist us;
institutions or individuals wishing to p_articipate in the
program are invited to contact: Ronald F. King, Project
Coordinator, Mastin Research Program, North Coast Range
Archaeological Group, Dept. of Anthropology, California
State College, Sonoma, Rohnert Park, CA 94928.
TOM KING
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(not to scale): a) red chert, in
, near Bur. 4;
obsidian, ih situ ; c) obsidian i n
situ ; d and e) obsidian, found ir. creek gravels; f) obsidian,
in situ, near Bur. 4.
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FIGHT FOR SMa-6
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On December 19th, exacly one month after the City of
San Mateo a.pproved a permit which would have allowed the
destruction of the remaining portions of site SMa-6, the
county Superior Court in Redwood City issued a Writ of
Mandamus ordering the city to comply with the terms of the
CEQA and other statues. The City of San Mateo has been
ordered to appear in court on January 9th to show cause why
the Writ should not become permanent.
The Writ was sought, with the aid of Attorney P. S.
Hallinan, at the request of co-plaintiffs T. F. King, M. J.
Moratto R. Hansen, G. Thodas, and the SCA. If the final
action is retained in favor of the Vvrit, the case will have farreaching implications for archaeology. Such a decision would
advise all city and county attorneys that adequate consideratior
must be given to archaeological preservation as part of the EIR
review process, and that no public agency may capriciously
sacrifice archaeological values for the benefit of developments.
MICHAEL J .. MORATTO
Dec. 20, 1973

SL0-214 ENDANGERED
One of the largest archaeological sites in San Luis
Obispo Co. is in danger from two projects. The first
project is a county road (with state funds) that will cross
the site. The SLO County Board of Supervisors unanimously
adopted the project and declined to authorize any money f . ,n
an archaeological study. The second project is a
proposed junior high school to be built in the richest part
of the site. In November, an initial meeting was held
between D. Travis Hudson (Santa Barbara Museum of
Natural History), Luther Betrando (President of CLOCAS),
Dr. Hoover, Dr. Dills, myself, members of the San Luis
Opispo County Engineering Department and Planning
Department, and a representative of the SLO County
schools. At that time they had no money for an EIR
but they were able to scrape together over 1 1/2 million
for the school. I believe that the future of SL0-214 will
affect the future of all archaeological sites in
San Luis Obispo County, and I will keep SCA informed
of the situation.
BOB GIBSON
December 30, 1973
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SANTA BARBARA MUSEUM
MOSTIN SITB: g) obsidian, found in creek gravels,
water worn; h) obsidian, i~ situj i) obsidian, in situ;
j) obsidian, found in creek gravels; k) obsidian, found in
creek gravels; 1) obsidian, found in creek gravels.

NEXT DEADLINE FOR NEWS:
January 31

BICENTENNIAL
PROJECT

The Santa Barbara Museum of Natural History is
instituting steps in the direction of creating an important
exhibit on the Indian art of the Central California Coast.
The exhibit is planned to coincide with the American
Revolution Bicentennial in 1976. It is our desire that
this exhibit not only have artistic and historic interest to
the public, but scholarly importance to California anthro- A
pologists as well. This article is to -inform you of the
project and its scientific objectives, and to encourage
participation.
The developed arts of Central California Coastal
Indians, which unquestionably include basketry, are now
rare and widely scattered. Few ethnographic specimens of
the material culture of the coast Miwok, Costanoan,
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t;sselen, Salinan, and Gabrielenoare known; somewhat more
material is available for the Chumash, though it too is
rare. -The region in question, from Los Angeles to San
Francisco, represents one of the least known ethnographic
areas in California.
It is our intention to bring together a comprehensive
collection of these objects from European and American
collections which have not been studied or made available
heretofore (e.g. , the Vancouver collection, British Museum
(London); de Cessac and Pinart collection, Musee de
!'Homme (Paris); "Lone Woman of San Nicolas Island"
collection, Vatican Museum (Rome); and possibly some in
the Soviet Union). The scientific benefits of the project
are as follows:
1. It will offer for the first time an opportunity to
examine first hand the developed arts in basketry, wood,
and other media of these tribes at one time.
2. It will enable scholars to examine these objects to
determine such things as functiona 1, stylistical, and
diagnostical attributes.
3. It will offer the opportunity to make cross-cultural
studies from north to south along the coast. The
identification of any number of affiliations of various
basketry between tribes will be a most important
contribution.
4. It will provide significant information on human
behavior, as these objects, particularly baskets, were
tied into nearly every aspect of these cultures.
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Timing is now tentative and contingent, upon our ability
to acquire grants. As a crude estimate, our schedule is
as follows:

US FOREST SERVICE CLARIFIES POLICY
ON ISSUANCE OF ANTIQUITY PERMITS
The California Region of the US Forest Service
recently notified the State Department of Transportation and
Archaeological Research Incorporated (ARI) that the latter
organization would not qualify as a recipient of a permit
for archaeological investigations on National Forest
System lands. ARI's President appropriately questioned
this interpretation of Federal law in a letter to the Forest
Service. The following abstracted comments from the US
Forest Service's reply are presented to the SCA membership
in order to communicate this policy and elicit comments
and questions.
"The Authority for U.S. Forest Service policy in issuing
permits for archaeological investigations on National
Forest System lands is stated io. Section 3 of 'An Act
for the preservation of American Antiquities (P.L. 209;
34 Stat. L-225) ..• [and] the 'Uniform Rules and
Regulations •. [which] reaffirmed the Act. •• in Article
3lll.".

10/73 to 9/74- Locating objects in private and museum
collections in Europe and the United States.
9/7 4
Contacting institutions and individuals to
document their holdings, select items for
the exhibit, and make arrangements for
loan and shipment.
10/7 4 to 6/75- Examining the collections by qualified
experts participating in the project.
7/75 to 12/75- Designing and constructing an exhibit and
writing a catalog for the collection, as
well as other papers.
1/7 6
Opening exhibit to public.

"We would like to clarify Mr. Miller's (Regional
Archaeologist) verbal statements of August 21 by
stating that:

We feel this project will provide anthropologists with
a rich source of data upon which to study a previously
little known area of California. The Museum is planning
to publish a comprehensive catalog of the collections,
as well as nume_rous smaller papers as they pertain to
the exhibit.
If you are interested in being kept informed of our
progress; or if you wish to visit the Museum to study
Central California Coastal Indian materia 1 from Old
World collections, indicate your area of interest and
contact D. Travis Hudson, Curator of Anthropology,
Santa Barbara Museum of Natural History, 2559 Puesta
Del Sol Road, Sta. Barbara, CA 93105.

3. Your reference to our informal request for advice
on the Azusa Pictograph site in 1971 is not applicable
here as it did not involve disturbing, collecting, or
otherwise removing artifacts from the Angeles National
Forest.

MUD CREEK CANYON ARCHAEOLOGICAL
DISTRICT NOMINATED TO NATIONAL
REGISTER
•

pristine archaeological sites. Within this area are five
major village sites, six habitation sites of two housepits
or less, four lithic scatters and midden sites and 4
bedrock mortar stations. Total site density is approximately twelve sites per square mile.
Future survey efforts are planned to annex the
rest of the drainage to the present district.
MICHAEL BOYNTON
Dept. of Anthropology
Cal. State University, Chico

As of August 14, -1973 the Mud Creek Canyon
Archaeological District was placed on the National Register
of Historic Places.
Located about 12 miles north east of Chico,
California, the 1.57 square mile district encompasses
the major portion of the canyon and contains 19 virtually

1. The U.S. Forest Service does not have authority
to issue permits for archaeological investigations to
individuals.
2. The U.S. Forest Service does not have authority
to issue permits for archaeological investigations to
agencies, institutions, or other organizations that are
not reputable museums, universities, colleges or
other recognized scientific or educational institutions,
or their duly authorized agents.

"As can be seen, the law and regulations do place
limitations on the Forest Service in the issuance of
antiquities permits. PO 209 requires that permits be
issued only to institutions which the Secretary deems
properly qualified. For antiquities permits as well as all
other types of permits, the Forest Service is in no case
obligated to grant a permit to any particular applicant.
"It has been and continues to be Forest Service policy
to issue antiquities permits only to reputable and
qualified universities, colleges and museums. We
feel 'there are several valid justifications for this
policy. Among these justifications is the need to
secure compliance witl:i_ that section of the law which
requires that materials gathered under permit shall
be permanently preserved in public museums."

The letter was signed by the Acting Chief of the Division of
Lands and Mineral;;, U. S . Forest Service.
It can.be seen from the above, than an agency,

organization, or individual failing to qualify for an
antiquities permit, may serve as duly authroized agents of
a reputable museum, university, college or other recognized
scientific or educational institution.
DONALD S. MILLER
Regional Archaeologist
US Dept. of Agriculture
Forest Service
16 October, 197 3
NORTHEASTERN CALIFORNIA
This summer the Modoc National Forest employed
Archaeologist Richard E. Hughes, CSU Sonoma, and
student assistant Amy Foster, Shasta College, for the
months of July through September. Their work
consisted mainly of preliminary archaeological
reconnaissances relative to Forest project areas.
Projects included timber sale areas, land exchange
areas, road construction areas, and water development
areas.
A total of 6 9 archaeological sites were surveyed
and recorded. Three sites endangered byimminentroad
construction were protected bye ither rerouting the
road, cancelling the road, or redesigning the road to fill
over the site rather than make a 1 foot cut. A proposed
four mile stretch of new road was rerouted to avoid 19
sites discovered along the flag line. Protection from
logging consisted of removing cut marks on trees
adjacent to or within site boundaries.
Future protection of archaeolog.ical sites was
facilitated by augmenting the present Forest inventory of
over 1000 archaeological and historical sites. Included
in the addition to the inventory were 3 obsidian quarry
sites in the Sugar Hill area (Goose Lake), and a
previously unknown obsidian source and quarry site on
the Modoc Plateau (between Glass Mountain and Sugar
Hill).
In response to various laws and Executive Order
11593, the Forest is in a continuing process of nominating
sites "that have yielded, or may be likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history" (N. P .S.)
to the National Register of Historic Pla·ces. The Forest
has submitted eight sites for nomination thus far, and
has more in preparation.
Archaeological site survey records are on file in the
Forest Supervisor's office in Alturas, as well as in the
Regional Forester's office in San Francisco and the
University of California, Berkeley.
RICHARD 0. HANES
Box 1151, Alturas, CA 96101
SAN DIEGO COUNTY HIRES ARCHAEOLOGIST
SCA members should be pleased to hear that San Diego
County has had the foresight to do somthing concerning
the en\lironment. They are currently in the process of
setting up a special Environmental Section within the
County Engineer Department consisting of a biologist,
geologist, noise and air pollution specialists, and an
archaeologist. All work relates to projects which require
either the environmental assessment or the environmental
impact statement. Each specialist do.es his aspect of a
project, prepares a written statement, and submits it to
our new environmental writer for summation into an
environmental impact report.
My duties as archaeologist include conducting
archaeological site surveys, contacting local institutions
for recorded information, an<l then writing a report with

my findings and recommendations. I began working on J u .
30 and have a chance of being extended until April of 197
SCA members should also be pleased to know that I
have recently (Jan. 1973) received my degree in anthropology/
archaeology from San Diego State University and have had
extensive field experience. I have also been a SCA member
for four years.
Another aspect of the job includes the review of
environmental impact reports at the Environmental Review
Board for private projects. Pete Ainsworth volunteers his
time and he reviews both private and public projects.
San Diego County, then, may be one of the first
California counties to give serious consideration to
archaeology for environmental impact. It is my hope that
other counties (and cities also) will take a look at this
and perhaps get some type of good, operable system
going. I'd be interested in hearing from other members
(or non-members) if any other local agencies have initiated
any type of program.
GARY FINK
PO Box 5209
San Diego, CA 92105
5 Oct. 1973

HAVE YOU SENT IN YOUR NOMINATIONS?
A reminder to all SCA members- if you haven't done so
yet, send your nominations for the 1974-5 slate of officers
to Al Elssaser, Dept, of Anthropology, UC Berkeley

FIELD WORK
KIRK CREEK EXCAVATIONS
Funds have been approved by the Highway Commission
for the Kirk Creek Project. The D. 0. T. plans to widen
Highway l by twenty feet at the Kirk Creek Campground
which is located about 2 5 miles south of Big Sur. The
project should begin the first or second week in
February 197 4 and last about 30 days. The site is
located on a coastal terrace and measures approximately
200 x 30'() meters. A 25% sample of the area within the
right-of-way will be used to answer two questions:
first, what kinds of activities occurred at the Kirk Creek
Site, -and second, what was the function of the Kirk Creek
Site in the larger settlement system. Funds have been
made available for special consultation, and pH analysis.
In addition, tw6 students from UC Santa Cruz will receive
credit for doing research at the site. Charlotte Williams
of the College of the Sequoias is organizing an
archaeological field class to spend some time helping with
the projecL If any schools or other organlzations.i;.\rish
to visit the site and/or participate in the project please
get in touch with me before February. Semi-formal
lectures can be arranged. Small groups and individuals
are welcome, and don't need to send advance word.
We will work a 6 day week with Mondays off. The field
director will be Allan Lonnberg from UCSC. Anyone having
research questions related to Coastal Terrace adaptation
should get in touch with me before the project begins.
BOB GIBSON
December 30, 1973

4

•

•

CALENDAR

Announcements
"RECOMMENDED PROCEDURES" AVAILABLE
The SCA' s "Recommended Procedures for Archaeological
Impact Evaluation", prepared by Tom King, Mike Moratto,
and Nelson Leonard, which was distributed widely iq draft
form last year, has now been printed in loose-leaf form for
distribution to planning agencies and consultants. Later,
these guidelines for EIR work will be included in a Special
Report on environmental law and archaeology now in
preparation, and will be distributed to all members.
The "Procedures" includes a brief discussion of ways to
integrate archaeology into general land-use planning, a
method for deciding whether a given project is likely to
result in impacts on archaeological resources, a presentation of matters that should be considered by archaeologists
in preparing evaluatory reports, and a system for planners
to use in evaluating archaeological studies. It is designed
for use both by planners and by archaeologists working on
EIR' s and similar studies. Hopefully, distribution of the
"Procedures" will promote wide use of archaeologists in
EIR work and will help systematize the results of archaeol
gical consultation.
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One copy of the 20-page document is available free to
anyone wishing to have it; additional copies are $1. 00
each. Send requests to:
SCA Environmental Policy Committee
830 Dexter Street
Santa Rosa, CA 95404
At the Open Executive Committee meeting in Ventura on
October 20, it was decided that the "Procedures" would
be distributed to all archaeologists and purported
archaeologists known to be engaging in archaeological
consultation, with an application for inclusion in an SCA
Direct oiy of Qualified Archaeological Consultants.
Persons applying for inclusion would be asked to provide
pertinent data on their qualifications, and to agree to
follow the "Procedures" and the SCA Code of Ethics. Upon
approval by the Executive Committee, they would then be
included in the Directory, which will be published and
distributed to the large number of local governments and
planning firms that have been requesting advice on
archaeological consultation. Persons wishing to assure
themselves of receiving the application form for inclusion
in the Directory- which will include both members and
non-members of SCA- should contact the Environmental
Policy Committee and request it.
TOM KING
Chairman, Environmental
Policy Committee
AAAS SYMPOSIUM ON ARCHAEOLOGY

•

Dr. Hester A. Davis will chair a symposium entitled
"The Nation's Heritage: What Should Be Saved?" on
Monday, February 25th, as part oi the annual meeting
of the American Association for the Advancement of
Science at the Sheraton Palace Hotel in San Francisco,
Presentations and participants in this symposium include:
American Indians and the Nation's Heritage (Anthony
Andreas, Thomas . King); Federal Agencies and the
Nations Heritage ~obert Utley, Raymond E. Thompson);
Land Deve lopr:ient and the Nations Heritage CTack Stoddard,

Feb. 25
2 :00

AMERICAN ASSOCIATION FOR THE
ADVANCEMENT OF SCIENCE Symposium
{within regular Annual Meeting) on "The
Nation's Heritage: What Should be Saved?"
Sheraton Palace Hotel, San Francisco.
Hester Davis, Chairman (see Announcements).

April 5 , 6, 7

SOCIE'IY FOR CALIFORNIA ARCHAEOLOGY
Annual Meeting, U. C. Riverside.
Program Chairman- Leslie Wildesel'l,
Archaeological Research Unit, UC
Riverside, 92 5 02 .

April 11-13

SOUTHWESTERN ANTHROPOLOGI.:::AL
ASSOCIATION Annual Meeting, Miramar
Hotel, Santa Monica. Chairman: Norman
Klein, Elliot Oring, Dept. of Anthropology,
CS ULA 90032.

May 2 ,3, 4

SOCIE'IY FOR AMERICAN ARCHAEOLOGY,
Mayflower Hotel, Washington DC.
Program Chairman- William W. Fitzhugh,
Smithsonian Inst. , Washing DC 20560.

Michael J. Moratto); Artifacts, Museums, and the Nation's
Heritage (Andre Emmerich, Charles R. McGimsey III);
Summary (Robert Garvey).
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There is currently being organized a Bead
Symposium to be held at the 1973 SCA meetings in
Riverside this l\1ay.
Anyone doing research related to the nature of
bead types, replicative experiments in bead manufacture, ;.ise of beads for temporal dati~g or explanation
of cultural variability is urged to contact Bob Gibson
by the er.d of January. A pre-symposium meeting of
participants will be held to discuss papers; following
the formal presentation in May the papers will be
published as a bead manual. Ideas are welcome.
All interested people are invited to write Bob Gibson,
Shand on Star Route, Paso Robles, CA 93446.

ROCK ART
Mr. Douglas Mazonowicz, whose magnificent full-size,
full-color silkscreen renderings of prehistoric rock-wall
art (French, Spanish, N. African, N. American) have
received international a claim, is now working out of a
studio in Rohnert Park, 40 miles north of San Francisco.
Anyone with important pictographs or petroglyphs in his
area might want to contact him about future work. Anyone
visiting the North Bay should consider a visit ::o the
gallery, open Saturdays and Sundays, 1-5, 430 Co:nmerce
Blvd., Rohnert Park, CA 94928. Phone (707) 528-7357.
EDWARD P. VON DER POR~EN
Santa Rosa Junior College

~CHANGES

include field trips'· lectures, and an active library for its
members.
Members of the SAN LUIS OBISPO COUNTY ARCH. SOC.
have been invited to participate in a 6-week course in
Astra-Archaeology. The class, presented by Cuesta
College Community Services, will delve into the
correlations between astronomical significance and
monuments and artifacts of ancient man.

Paul Chace, Curator of History at the Roberson Center
for the Arts and Sciences, has announced his resignation
as Advisor to Archaeological Research, Inc.
PA UL G. CHACE
Dec. 29, 1973

Carol Panlaqui is the new head of the MATURANGO
MUSEUM ARCH. SOCIETY, an envious assignment as
she is certain to enjoy the benefits of the Maturango
'."fonday gourmet luncheon fundraisers that the museum
sponsors.

AMONG THE
AVOCATIONALS

The ANTELOPE VALLEY ARCH. SOCIETY has been busy this
fall on an ambitious program of programs for school age
youngsters. The group furnishes speakers, slides, films,
etc. for any interested school class or group. Speakers
include Roger Robinson of A. V. C,, Wesley Serfoss,
Alex Apostolides and Irene Bussing. The group also
sponsored a field trip of A. V. High School anthropology
students to a nearby previously worked site.

A regular column by
LYNN HUDSON,
Antelope Valley Archaeological Society

Avocationalists unite!
Those pay not be words to stir a revolution, but they
do reflect the growing sentiment of the California
avocational groups.
Heading this movement., the SCA has taken another
step to implement communication and cooperation among
these groups and the professional community and even
among the groups themselves.
,
At the executive meeting in Ventura on October 2 O, a
new committee was set up to provide this much needed
coordination. Russell Croasdale, President of the
Antelope Valley Archaeological Society, was named as
initial chairman for the Avocational Committee.
It will be a big job and we are hoping that all the
avocationals will assist Russ in this task. If he has not
yet been in contact with your group, you might contact
him at: 1746 Sweetbrier, Palmdale, California 93550;
telephone (805) 947-8012. Russ wants input from all of
the groups and hopes to have a representative of each
group function on the committee.
We have a voice within the SCA. Now, let's use it
effectively!
Along other lines, as I mentioned in the last column
we are vitally concerned with the initiation of a viable '
~.certification program within the state. We feel that a
·standardized, statewide program would best suit the needs
of avocational groups. Such a program will be ready for
dissemination at the Annual Meeting of the SCA to be held
in Riverside in April.
A committee, under the direction of Dr. Leslie
Wildes en at Riverside, is drafting the criteria and curriculum plans for this project. Mike Roberts· of SLOCAS is
assisting her, as are many of the other interested
avocationalists.
One of the things that struck us the most about the
October meeting in Ventura was the large turnout by the
avocationa ls. This both pleased us and offered a challenge
to the entire SCA body. The enthusiasm most of the groups
has shown in exciting in this era of rapid growth within
the entire field of archaeology. We welcome the activity
shown and will appreciate hearing from you and being
able to reflect your views in this column.

Members of the SANTA CRUZ ARCH. SOCIETY were alerted
to check out a find of a human jawbone eroding from the
edge of a parking lot. A survey turned up evidence of a
site and a survey was accom; lished. As the area is in no
immediate danger of further destruction, the site was
recorded and the owners of the land were given instructions
on future preservation.

fi.

MAPOM has concluded its second annual lecture series.
The size of their audiences continues to grown, and a
series is being considered for the spring.
The PACIFIC COAST ARCH. SOCIETY has completed
identifying and cataloging artifacts from Coyote Canyon
Cave, and members are now helping with the report and
analysis of the Ora-341 materials.

The SANTA CLARA VALLEY ARCH. SOCIETY continues to
analyze the great volume of archaeological materials
obtained in the salvage excavations at the Saratoga Site.

Out Of The Pits

'-~~

by TOM KING

Matters of Mitigation
As we're all aware by now, Environmental Impact
.Report surveys are accounting for a very large percentage
of the archaeological research presently underway in
California. These surveys are obviously of considerable
value to the profession in and of themselves. In the
first place, they provide systematic information on the
distribution of archaeological sites that we could
probably never have gotten othefV'1ise. In Sonoma County,
for instance, I estimate that we've surveyed about
•
7-8,000 acres in the last year, very thoroughly, according
to a consistent research design, and well distributed over
the County's topographic and environmental subareas,
purely in response to EIR requirements. Secondly, of
course, working on EIR' s provides financial support for
students and institutions. At our College, since several

GROUP NEWS
The SAN .DIEGO COUNTY ARCH. SOCIETY (one of the
newe~t and most active groups in Southern California}
held its first fund-raising event, a rummage sale, and
raised over $500 for club activities. Other offerings
6
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students and one faculty member are fully supported by
EIR contracts, we are able to free a good deal of time that
would otherwise be spent teaching and working at nonacademic jobs, and this time can be used for necessary
volunteer research and salvage activities. The Mastin
Site, reported briefly elsewhere in this issue, was recorded
and salvaged last summer largely because EIR support
of our program made it possible for us to invest time and
money in Lake County studies.
In spite of their general value in supporting archaeological programs and generating settlement pattern data,
EIR surveys would be of little direct value to archaeology
if they didn't contribute to the preservation or salvage of
archaeological sites. This is where a problem is now
shaping up. In a nutshell: once you have done an EIR
survey, found a site, and made recommendations for
"impact mitigation",
anything will be done about it. There are some very
straightforward reasons for this:
1. Ambiguity of the Law: An EIR is said to be an
"informational document", providing input to the planning
process but not directly defining policy. Some governmental entities reason from this that they can receive and
EIR, consider it judiciously, gravely determine that the
prjoect will indeed mess up the environment something
fierce, and then go right ahead and permit the project to
proceed. In other words, preparation and review of the
EIR is treated as a proforma exercise, and once the
environmental impact of the project has been "com:idered",
the governmental agency regards itself as free to do just
what it jolly well pleases. An excellent example is
provided by the SMa-6 case, on which we are now in
court with the City of San Mateo. In this case the City
has received an EIR identifying a major archaeologir=-1
impact. A proposal has been provided for impact
mitigation, but the City in its wisdom does not regard·
such mitigation as appropriate or necessary. Thus it has
accepted the EIR, recognized that a serious impact will
occur if the project is permitted without requirements for
mitigation, and proceeded to permit it.

2. Obfuscation in the EIR: When EIR' s are prepared
by agencies with vested interests in the project under
analysis, or in direct consulation with the project
proponents, it can easily happen that findings of impact
and recommendations for mitigation that may prove
costly will be hidden or simply deleted from the EIR when
finally submitted to the decision-making body. An
example of this has just occurred in my area. We were
asked to do the archaeological element on an EIR on a
major planned community in Santa Rosa; we conducted a
full survey and found that several sites would be impacted.
We proposed various kinds of mitigation
some sites
seemed best dealt with via salvage excavations, while
with others it appeared to be more beneficial to preserve
them. A small interpretive program was proposed to deal
with indirect impacts. When the final EIR was prepared,
we were not provided with a copy, but fortunately were
informed of its existence by concerned conservationists
in the area. When we reviewed it, we were astonished
to find that, while a summary of our report was included as
an appendix, the body of the EIR asserted that there would
be no archaeological impacts and that "mitigation" would
be provided by "allowing scientists to study" anything
turned up in construction. Naturally, we attended the
public hearing on the EIR and spoke against it, and with a
reasonable amount of luck the City will end up either
by refusing to permit the project or by permitting·it with
appropriate archo.eological conditions; but getting it to do
this will probably require continued attention on our part.
The EIR, by the way, had been prepared by the project

designer, an architect-economist.
There are some legal issues that can be used when
confronted by a situation like those above.:
l. The goverQmental body responsible for granting the
permit should be made aware that jJ, not the permittee,
is legally rnponsible for the adequacy and truthfulness of
the EIR. Section 15039 of the State GUIDELIN'ES FOR
IMPLEMENTATION OF THE CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL
QUALITY ACT OF 1970 defines as the "responsible
agency" that "public agency which proposes to undertake
or approve a project, and is responsible for making a
Negative Declaration or for the preparation of an EIR."
Section 15050 indicates that this agency is "responsible
entirely for the adequacy and objectivity of the EIR."
T~us is. a city or county allows a developer to get away
with an inadequate or biased EIR, it is the city or
county,
whose head is in a legal
noose.
should make cities and counties think twice
about their actions.
2. To its decision in the case of Friends of Mammoth
et aL vs. County of Mono et al. the State Supreme Court
affixed a footnote, Footnote 8, that is pertinent to
to mitigation. This footnote says, in part:
"Subdivisions (c) and (d) require that mitigation
measures and alternatives to the proposed action be
considered. Obviously if the adverse consequences
to the environment can be mitigated, or if feasible
alternatives are available, the proposed activity,
such as the issuance of a permit, should not be
approved. In making these determinations concrete
concepts, not mere aphorisms or generalities must
be considered •.. "
'
This footnote obviously speaks both to standards of
adequacy (the EIR must be
on concrete concepts)
and to mitigation; if the project will have a deleterious
effect, and that effect can be reasonably mitigated, the
the effect should be mitigated or the project should not be
permitted. Presumably the reasonableness of the
mitigation proposal would properly figure importantly in
consideration of any project: if a developer's 5 milliondollar project is going to destroy a site that you don't think
can be salvaged for less than 10 million, you'd better
prepare for a fight. The fact remains, however, that
Footnote 8 does indicate that in the opinion of the Supreme
Court, mitigation proposals in an EIR should not be
summarily dismissed.
3. Section 11549. 5 (e) of the California Business and
Professional Code requires that:
"A governing body of a county or city shall deny
approval of a final or tentative subdivision map if. ..
the design of the subdivision or proposed improvement
are likely to cause substantial environmental damage."
Thus, if you are dealing with a subdivision-type
development, and if your EIR identifies substantial damage
that ·the development will cause to an archaeological
site, and if the developer does not propose to adequately
mitigate that damage, it appears to be flatly illegal for
the city or county responsible to permit the development
to proceed. Surprisingly, this section of the Code has
not been tested in the courts, though it probably will be
before long. City and county agencies, in my experience,
seldom know much about it, but it's a good section to
refer to in order to get their attenti~n.
Obviously, though, one of the prime needs is for
vigilance on the part of the archaeological community.
Once you've done an EIR and made recommendations,
you or somebody knowledgeable in local archaeology
needs to keep track of the situation, review the final EIR,

and be prepared to remind the responsible public agencies
of their responsibility. One reform I'm making in my own
operations as a result of my experience cited above is that
I'm preparing a standard contract form that, among other
things, will provide for receipt by me of the final EIR for
review, and some sort of recognition by the contractee
that I expect my data to be fully and objectively presented.
I wonder how many contracts I' 11 lose this way, but I think
my responsibilities have to be spelled out more clearly
than they have been in the past.
If you' re going to catch inadequate EIR' s or incomplete
mitigation plans, you have 'to be in a position, logistically,
to follow through on your own and other's ~tudies by
going to public hearings, negotiating with local agencies,
and so on. This is one of the most powerful arguments
for the development and strengthening of the SGA 1 s
District Clearinghouses. I've heard these Clearipghouses,
and the previous District Archaeologist operations,
referred to disparagingly as "fiefdoms" and as moves by
the SCA toward narrow regionalism. These charges skirt
the basic issue. The poim is that the bulk of archaeofogical site destruction is in some way regulated by local
government, and the responsibility for integrating
archaeology into the planning process lies with local
government, subject to state standards. For the very
good reason that most local governments are poorly
informed about archaeology, and often about the law, and
for the very unfortunate reason that some of them are
crooked and/or easily duped, they need constant attention
from archaeologists. In our District, I figure that for
every dollar I make on EIR contracts, at least 50¢ gets
used directly or indirectly in activities largely having to
do with the education of local government and the development of programs- attending public hearings, reviewing
EIR' s, meeting with conservation groups, rapping with
planners, and so on. I obviously couldn't maintain this
kind of working relationship with local governments if I
weren't close to them. Furthermore, some agencies are
by no means above playing one archaeologist off against
another, and in our profession that seems to be a pretty
easy thing to do. There is nobody who is more easily
used by unscrupulous developers than the archaeologist
who looks on an EIR contract as "just a job", and/or who
regards archaeology as a purely objective science, so
organized so that he or she, with perhaps a firm knowled9e
of basic field methods and archaeological theory, can
walk into any area and handle a short-term survey contrnct.
An example, drawn from real life:
A local agency proposed to construct a large publiq
building in an area of high archaeological sensitivity
near San Francisco Bay. Experience had shown local
archaeologists that the kind of soils on which the building
was to be constructed were typical of prehistoric levees
that frequently contained quite old sites. These sites are
frequently invisible on the surface, and can only be
located if fortuitously exposed or by test excavations.
They are not typically represented by discolored middens or
concentrations of observable detritus, so auger borings
do not reveal them. Local archaeologists demanded that
the EIR on the prefect include appropriate archaeological
evaluation; the local agency turned to archaeologists from
outside the area to make the study. Following "standard"
EIR survey procedure, the outside archaeologists looked
the property over, put in some auger borings, and declared
the project clear of archaeological resources. The only
thing the local archaeologists could do at this point was
to challenge the competence of the archaeological study;
not only is this sort of intra-professional ·laundry-washing
distasteful and destructive to both archaeological parties,
it also probably won't result in any better archaeological

study, because the local agency is likely to decide that
if the archaeologists can't get together it's perfectly
reasonable to ignore them. If when contacted to do the
study the outside archaeologists had either referred the •
agency back to the locals or at least conferred with the
locals to fully define strategy, the conflict would not have
arisen.
In this issue I've tried to point out the need for
continued vigilance, continued investment of time, after
doing an EIR study to insure that one's mitigation recommenddations are properly attended to. The point is that we
can't treat EIR's just as neat little jobs on which our
responsibilities are limited to walking around, digging
some holes, and writing up a report. A continual investment of time and energy is required to help local agencies
define policies and live up to them; the District Clearinghouses are the best representatives of the archaeological
community around to make this investment, a·nd it behooves
us all to support them.

EARTH SCIENCE AND
ARCHAEOLOG
Column No. 6 ·
David L. Weide

I recently received a letter from a student requesting •
information on "what courses would be valuable in
combining earth science and archaeology?"
B~sides stating that standard programs in Geology and
Geography (with their associated pre-requisites, etc.)
form the core of such interdiscplinary approaches, it might
be helpful to state in some detail how course work in the
earth sciences might be applied fo some "real problems
faced by archaeologists.
Let's take the case of pottery. A geologist looks at
pottery. in a somewhat different manner than an archaeologist. In fact, a potsherd is simply nothing more than a
sedimentary rock- similar to sandstone, siltstone, or
conglomerate. As such, a great deal of sedimentological
literature dealing with classification and analysis can be
applied to pottery.
As a sedimentary rock, pottery consists of paste (a
clay-silt matrix) and temper (material, usuallycoarserthan
the paste, added intentionally or inadvertently, that
provides a form of structural framework within the paste).
Since most archaeological pottery has been fired. to
temperatures above 400° C., the mineral structure of the
clay paste has been altered beyond the detection limit of
any "easy" form of analysis. Even x-ray diffraction
methods fail to differentiate between species of clay, To
date, the primary source's of data on the clay fraction
in pottery appear to be l) differential thermal analysis, 2)
x-ray spectroscopy, and 3) neutron activation analysis all are te€hniques financially beyond the capabilities
of many geology departments.
Temper, however, can be readily studied using
petrographic thin sections and microscopes and the
A
techniques learned in courses pe·rtaining to optical
W
mineralogy ,petrography and sedimentology (three courses
offered by most departments of geology). Some information
ab_out temper that has proved valuable in past studies
includes 1) composition, 2) size and shape of grains, 3)
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percent of total sherd volumn, 4) position of grains within
the sherd, and 5) orientation or grains with respect to the
center or edges of the sherd. All of these parameters
provide excellent data sources- especially when faced with
several hundred pounds of rather dull undecorated plain
ware.
In a first approximation some or all of the five measurements may be applicable when establishing a typology for
plain ware (something archaeologists who work with this
type of pottery view as akin to the bubonic plague). For
instance, the composition of mineral temper tends to reflect
the geology of an area. A drainage system leading out of
volcanic rocks, especially basalt, may contribute the very
distinctive mineral of olivine to pottery originating in
that basin. An adjacent basin may consist of limestone;
thus plain ware from that area will contain calcite but no
olivine. Obviously such distinctions cannot be made on the
basis of a few sherds but may be reliable for a large
population. Fortunately thin section techniques are fairly
fast and, if you prepare your own sections, ~inexpensive
(about 10¢ apiece).
In subsequent columns I will take up some other
techniques involving potsherds as sedimentary rocks.
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PROPOSED DESIGN
MARKER
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FOR

PERMANENT

NOTICE TO ALL MEMBERS

In response to many suggestions, and following the
policies of most comparable organizations, the Executive
Board has revised the membership application form. All new
SCA members are asked to sign the following statement which
appears on the form:
"I have read the SCA Constitution and Bylaws and shall
abide by the SCA Code of Ethics."
The Constitution and gylaws was enclosed with the last
issue of the NEWSLETTER, and will b'e mailed to all people
requesting membership.
There should, of course, be no difference in the conditions
of affiliation between present and future members. Therefore,
unless any "old" members inform the Executive Board in
writing, within two weeks of the receipt of this NEWSLETTER,
that they could not subscribe to this statement, the Board
will assume that the current membership accepts, endorses,
and supports this basic ethical policy.

DATUM

As there appears to be a lack of continuity in the
location of the datum pont of an archaeological site from
the time the site is first excavated until such time that
further excavation may take place, I would like to propose
that the SCA adopt a design for a permanent datum point
marker to be utilized at any excavation site in the state
of California .
While we recognize that many sites in California
represent salvage excavation projects and are therefore
generally not re-excavated, this does not exclude the
possibility of the testing of new techniques at previously
excavated sites not destroyed by land development. In
order to do realistic archaeological field work and therefore provide a basis for realistic anal.ysis of archaeological data, archaeologists should have a standardized
means of locating and relocating that point from which
the site was originally mapped.
The accompanying figures illustrate a.proposed
design for such a marker, modeled after the markers
used by the USGS. The SCA is invited to consider the
design for adoption.
KEN CHRAFT
El Camino Real High School
Nov. 25, 1973

SERIAL PUBLICATIONS IN ANTHROPOLOGY
The Library-Anthropology Resource Group, edited by
Sol Tax and Francis C. Grolling at the University of
Chicago has put out the first edition of SERIAL PUBLICATIONS IN ANTHROPOLOGY. A quick check of various
archaeological publications which are issued throughout
California showed that from the many publications that
SCA members are involved with only three are listed; the
Archaeological Survey Association of Southern California,
the Pacific Coast Archaeological Society, and the Annual
Report from the UCLA Archaeological Survey. For those
who would like their publications included in the next
edition please write to the Library-Anthropology Resource
Group, University of Chicago, Press, University of
Chicago, Chicago, Illinois 60637.
NANCY WALTER
Oct. 22, 1973
THE TOURNAL OF CALIFORNIA ANTHROPOLOGY
The Editorial Board of the Malki Museum Press announces
the publication of a new journal devoted to the ethnology,
archaeology, linguistics , and ethnohistory of the Indian
peoples of California.
The Journal of California Anthropology is intended to be
a vehicle for the publication of quality articles,
documents, reviews, and photographs of interest to
scholars working with the contemporary and past cultures,
societies, and languages of Native Americans of .11.lta and
Baja California. The Journal will publish both theoretical
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and non-theoretical materials. The primary considerations
determining editorial policy are quality and relevance to
California as a r<fgional and cultural area.
The Editorial Staff of the Journal believes that there is
a desire and need among California Indian scholars for a
high-quality periodical for the dissemination and exchange
of knowledge relevant to their interests. The Journal is
intended to fill this need.
The appea ranee of the Journal at this time represents
an outgrowth of the Malki Museum Press' s expanding
publishing program, which for the past several years has
published original works on California ethnology and has
reprinted out-of-print classics.
The Journal of California Anthropology is sponsored by
Malki Museum, Inc., of the Morongo Indian Reservation,
Banning, California, and is published under the auspices
of the Malki Museum Press Editorial Board. The Editor
is Michael Kearney; Associate editors are Lowell John
Bean, Margaret Langdon, David Fredrickson, and
Katherine Siva Saubel; Assistant Editor, is Philip Wilke; and
managing editor is Harry Lawton. There is also a long
list of distinguished contributing editors.
The first volume of the Journal will consist of two
issues, the first appearing in early 197 4. Beginning in
197 5 the Journal will appear quarterly. Subscription of
the first volume is $6. 00 for individuals and $8. 00 for
institutions. The address is~=-~~~~.!=.:-==
Anthropology, Department of Anthropology, University of
California, Riverside, CA 92 502.
THE

PLUNDERED PAST
Karl E. Meyer's new book, The Plundered Pa st
~theneum, $12.95), includes the material in his New
Yorker series of the March 24, March 31, and April 7
issues, to which Edward von der Porten called attention
in his letter in the last issue of the SCA Newsletter. The
book is a fine example of responsible journalism , an
oft-maligned profession, especially where archaeology
is concerned. Meyer's research was extensive; he
presents a variety of kinds of facts; his interpetations are
well considered, and his emphasis on the implications
is properly dramatic. On top of that, it is an exciting
and suspenseful book.
KEITH A. DIXON
Chairman, Committee on the
Problem of Illicit Traffic in
Antiquities
22 Nov. 1973

NEWLY ISSUED
The Kroeber Anthropological Society has published
•
Special Publication No. 3: "The Crisis in North American
Archaeology", edited by Allen G. Pastron, Patrick S. Hallinan,
and C. William Clew low Jr. The 163 page document
contains twelve articles relative to the topic of site
destruction and efforts for preservation in the
New World and Great Britain.
Archaeological Research Associates announces the
publication of Contributions to California Archaeology No. 7:
"Archaeological Investigations at Hidden Reservoir, Madera
County, California," by William J. Wallace. The publication
has 45 pages, 11 plates, 6 figures, l map; price $3. 00;
address, ARA, c/o Archaeology Section, IA County Museum of
Natural History, 900 Exposition Boulevard, IA CA 90007.
Please enclose payment with your order.
The Archaeological Research Facility of UC Berkeley
has recently produced five publications:
T. R, Hester and R. F. Heizer: Review and Discussion of
Great Basin Projectile Points: Forms and Chronology.
41 pp. 9 figures. 1973. $!. 00
R. F. Heizer (ed.): Reprints of Various Papers on California
Archaeology, Ethnology and Indian History. 13 9 pp., 2
figures. 1973. $2.50.
R. F. Heizer and T. R. Hester: The Archaeology of Bamert
Cave, Amador County, California. Appendices by S. F.
Cook and R.F. Heizer, L.E. Dawson, W.I. Follett, S . J .
Holbrook, V. Jones, K. Nissen, J.M. Sawyer, A.G.
Smith, and J. Strother. 87 pp. , 5 plates, 12 figures,
3 tables. 1973. $2. 50
Notes on the McCloud River Wintu and Selected Excerpts from
Alexander S. Taylor's Indianology of California, edited by
R.F. Heizer. 70 pp. 1973. $2.00
R.F. Heizer and K.M. Nissen: The Human Sources of
California Ethnography. 46 pp. 1973. $2. 00

DRAKE AND CERMENO IN CALIFORNIA:
SIXTEENTH CENTURY CHINESE CERAMICS
The article on the Drakes Bay Sixteenth Century porcelains
and terra cottas that appeared in the 'last issue of Historical
Archaeology has now been reprinted and is available from me
for 75¢. It is a summary of, and illustrates, the monograph
"The Porcelains and Terra Gattas of Drakes Bay", which is
still available at $1. 50. These figures simply repay costs
which have been met by the Drake Navigators Guild.
EDWARD P. VON DER PORTEN

Check, or money order, payable to Regents, University
of California, should accompany your order, and should
be mailed to Archaeological Research Facility,
University of California, Berkeley CA 94720.

~

Editorial
"Popular Archaeology", the nationwide journal
of responsible avocationalism, has been in trouble
financially and has changed owners and publishers.
"Popular Archaeology" has a vital role to play in public
education about archaeology and in promoting public
support for the science. It will be a loss to both
professional archaeologists and the interested public if
this publication is permitted to perish.
The new Editor of PA, vVilliam Jack aranick.y, has
sent a letter to all subscribers; the following abstracts
will be of interest to the SCA membership:
"Upon hearing that Popular .l'.rchaeology was to be
discontinued, I stepped in and purchased the magazine.
I have supported and contributed to this magazine since
its inception because I felt that a national newsletter on

accepting free papers. Naturally, I expect more professionalism in paid papers. The rate is 4¢ per word and
$5 per pu~lished photograph. I am making one change
and that is if a paper is accepted for publication, I will
issue a che'cl< at the time of acceptance. If you have a
paper that you think might be of interest, please feel
free to submit it. I also need advance notice of the
activities of the various archeological societies. I
will publish any notice of meetings, digs, etc, , but
I do need to know about it before the 10th of the month
preceding publication.

archaeology was needed. With this philosophy in mind,
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I will continue to publish Popular Archaeology on a monthly

basis beginning on the 1st of December •••
"I have all the academic degrees in anthropology, have
taught anthropology for three years and have worked in the
field of archeology for nearly six years ••• Many of you
will recognize my name from my handbook- Archeology:
the ways and means to Prehistoric Man. Others may
note that I have contributed papers to nearly all the major
archeological journals in the United States. In addition,
I have maintained membership in approximately 100
archeological societies, and this fact in itself enhances
my ability to keep you informed in archeology on a worldwide basis. I am rather conservative and tend to rely on
facts rather than speculative opinion, but this is not to
say that I would not print opinions. Each of us is
entitled to his or her opinions on the interpretation of
world prehistory and is certainly entitled to voice them.
I started my career in amateur archeology and will always
reflect the need for amateur participation in archeology,
and am naturally amateur oriented.
"I also developed and taught the first high school
course in anthropology in the District of Columbia. The
high school student will be the future of American
archeology, and I certainly will be interested in educating
the general public, which of course, includes the high
school student.
"As I have said, the next issue of Popular
Archaeology will be the December issue. Papers on
archeology are starting to come in, but I need more.
am continuing the policy of paying for papers as well as

Popular Archaeology's address is PO Box 4 211, Arlington,
Virginia 22204. We urge all SCA members to support
PA by subscribing to the publication, by sending articles,
and encourage friends and organizations to do likewise.
$7-. 00 per year- issued bi-weekly.
Tom King, SCA Northern
California Vice- President
Linda King , Editor

advertisement
CENTER FOR ARCHAEOLOGICAL
RESEARCH AT DAVIS
Department of Anthropology
UC Davis

ARCHAEOLOGICAL INVESTIGATION
AT CCo-3 0, NEAR ALAMO, CONTRA COSTA COUNTY,
CALIFORNIA. D.A. FREDRICKSON'(l87 pp.)
PUBLICATION NO. 2: PAPERS ON CALIFORNIA AND
GREAT BASIN PREHISTORY. E.W. Ritter, P.D.
Schulz, R. Kautz, edg. (229 pp.):
Beck, John

Turtle~Bone

Artifacts from Pinnacle
Point Cave (4-Tuo-272), Tuolume
County, California

Thomas, D. H. Artiodactyls and Man in the Prehistoric
Great Basin
True, D.L.
An Intrusive Cremation from a Northern
Arizona 3ite
PUBLICATION NO. 3: PAPERS ON NISENAN ENVIRONtv1ENT
AND SUBSISTENCE. E.W. Ritter, P.D. Schulz, eds.
(58 pp.)
Ritter, E.W.

Geomorphic Investigations in the Auburn
Area

Casteel, R.W. Areal Distribution of Native Freshwater

Hansberry, E.

A Short History of Mining Culture in the

Fish Fauna of California
Jens-en, P. M. Notes on the Archaeology of the Sutter
Buttes
Johnson, J. J. Archaeological Investigations at the
Applegate Site (4-Ama-56)
Matson, R.G. The Pollen Evidence for a Recent
Arboreal Transgression into Grasslands
in Central California
Payen, L.A.
A Spearthrower (Atlatl) from Potter Creek
Cave
Ritter, E.W.
Northern Sierra Foothill Archaeology
Schulz, P.D. Solar Burial Orientatim, and Paleodemography in the Central California
Windmiller Tradition

Auburn Area
Matson, R.G. Pollen from the Spring Garden Ravine
Site (4-Pla-101)
Erskian, M.G. Nisenan Ethnobotany Notes
Wilson, N.
Notes on Traditional Foothill Nisenan
Food Technology
Matson, R.G. Aspects of Nisenan Ecology

PRICES: No. 1: $3.50; No. 2: $4,05; No. 3: $1.90
California residents add sales tax. We pay postage on
prepaid and standing orders. Department of Anthropology,
UC Davis, CA 95616.
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KITCH E°N CREEK SALVAGE I? R 0 J EC T
In Decembe r of 1972, Dick Adams of the US Forest
Service reported to Ron May, the District Archaeologist
for San Diego-Imperia l Counties, that a site was
endangered by the construction of Interstate 8. Tes ting in
April 1973 revealed a buried camp in conjunction with fiv e
bedrock milling areas and a r ock enclosed structure.
Salvage was recommended t o accomplish the following
goals; a) to delineate what assemblages and patterns
constitute acorn-processing camps; b) to obt ain a " yard stick" for site evaluatio n s in the future ; c) t o obtain a
sample of Tizon Brown Ware from a typical mountain
milling site; and d) t o mitigate by salvage the
irreparable damage the construction of a freeway was to
have on the site.
The goals were a ll accomplished when the San Dieg o
State Foundation rece ived the necessary funds from the
State Department of Tran sportation in June 1973. Project
Administrato r was Dr. Paul H. Eze ll; they were assisted
by Rick Minor (Foreman) and Leslie Steidl (Lab Foreman),
Danielle Kaldenberg (Cook) , and twenty field and lab
assistants. A kitchen, lab trailer, and shower facility
added to the efficiency o f the project.
The buried camp proved to be roughly tear-drop
shaped in plan. This was determined by artifact
frequencies from the midden. Approxima t e l y 33% of that
area was ·sampl ed. Samples were a lso taken in the five
associated bedrock milling areas. It appears that the
camp was a living area where a large n umber of hearths
were maintained. It was not unusua l to find milling
equipment in the hearth s . Vast amounts of ceramic s
wer e found in the camp and nearby rock enclosure. The
latter structure might have been a storage area; much
ceramic materia l was found, some lithic material, but
no h earths or fauna! material. In addition to milling
equipm ent found i n the bedrock a r eas, a few specialized
forms of flaked stone tools were recovered. Manohammers may have been used for th e majority of mortar
work.
In short, the .site was a complex of special-use
areas. The camp may have been primarily for living and
l eaching activites. The processed meal may have been
stored in jars in th e rock enclosur e . The prima ry milling
acti vities around the bedrock a r eas may have been
supplemented by some as yet unknown tasks accomplished
by specialized scraping tools.
A large sample of artifacts, soil columns, and
notational data were sa lvaged. for posterity. Thanks are
due t o Dick Adam s , whose keen attention brought to light
this buried sit e .
New Policies o n Inhumation
During t he course of salvaging the s ite at Kitchen
Creek , a n unusual cremation was exposed. The usual
recovery and notation procedures were followed, but
certain authoriti es were. notified of the find. A meeting
was called by Ron May, whereby officials of the
Department of Transporation , Department of Agr iculture,
and San Diego State University dis cussed the disposition
of th e r emains with Cla re nce Brown , a loca l Native
American spokesman .
Brown then relayed a summary of t he me e ting to
spokesmen at Campo, Cuyapipe, and Viegas reservations .
At the request of Tony Pinto (Cuyapipe) and Rosalie
Robertson (Campo) , Brown observed Ron May and Rick
Minor r e inte r the r emains d eep in t he g round bel ow the
site .
I?

EXCAVATIONS AT KITCHEN CREEK
This incident is another step towards bettering the
r e lati o n s between archaeolog ists and Native Americans .
RON MAY
2 October 19 7 3

TASK FORCE
The final meeting of the State Hist o rical, Archaeol ogi ca l ,
a nd Paleontological Task Fo r ce was held on Fri day, Dec .
14, 1973, at the Resource Building in Sacramento. This
report summarizes the accomplishments and failings of the
Task Force during its 20- month existenc e .
•
The Heritage Report
SB 215 charged the membe r s of the Task Force to prepare
a report concerning the nature of archaeological, his tori ca l,
paleontological, a nd Indian cultural r esources and programs
in Californi a. A 43- page d ocument entitled The Status of
California's Heritage was released in fulfillment of this
charge on September l, 1973 , and .a copy of the report was
transmitted, along with a cover letter from Mr. Stoddard, to
Secret ary for Resources Norman B.' Livermore, Jr.
All Task Force members were explicitly and r epeatedly
asked to contribute material for the fina l compilation of the
Status . . . report . In fact, the work turn e d out to be a
limite d and lopsided doc ument representing input from a
half dozen persons . Drs. Murphy and Oakeshott prepared an
excellent, concise section on Paleontology.
Mssrs. Green and Webber, along with considerable help
from Mr. Riddell, prepared a us efu l summa·ry of governmental
involvement i n heritage programs . · About 75 to 80,%· of t he
report, however, con s i sts of archaeol ogi cal information
compiled by mys e lf with notable aid from Mr. Riddell and
with some data supplie d . by Dr . Heizer a nd others . With no
imput from historians, Dr. Hill and Mr. Riddell pooled the ir
tim e and effo rts to draft a' .brief- but obviously cursorysection on the hist orical r esources a nd programs in the
state. Lastly, despite repeated requests, the Indians
supplied oflly a l page philosophical s t atement setting forth
the ir dissatisfacti o n with the ongoing looti ng and destruction
of th e ir cemeteries.
In s ummary, the Status ... r eport is adequate only with
r egard to pa lentology, archaeo logy, and governmental
•
programs. So much emphasis is g iven t o archaeology that
the other elements of the r eport s eem t o be "riders"
ins tead of independent studies . This unfortunate
circumstance i s seen as a r ea l liability i n t erms of justifying
any broadly-ba sed h eritage legislation , and it cannot h e lp
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Whither our heritage efforts? ? ?

supporters of such legislation generate much interest among
the historians and Indians. On the other hand, the
Status.. . report is a useful document which does contain
up-to-date information on certain heritage programs.
Copies of the final report were made available to all
Task Force members, to the Secretary for Resources, and to
selected legislators. Presently we are investigating the
possibility of publishing another 15 0 copies so that every
Senator and Representative may have one for his or her
personal reference.

Mr. Stoddard of the Task Force has agreed to
contact Knox, Collier, Harmer, and other legislators and to
seek a bill to reestablish the Task Force for another year.
It is hoped that the new Task Force can be funded, that it
will be brought up to full strength with active participants,
and that it will have as its function the monitoring and
support of the heritage bill. It is estimated that three to six
months may be required to reconstitute the Task Force.
Meanwhile, Mr. Thompson has agreed to ask Mr.
Livermore to meet with representatives of the present Task
Force before any final recommendations are forewarded to
the Legislature. The Task Force, in turn, named all of its
active members as tentative constituents of an Advisory
Council to Mr. Livermore. Plans were made for Ms srs.
'{iddell, Moratto, Pheland, and possibly others to meet
directly wi'th Mr. Livermore in the week befor Christmas.
Following Christmas, the Advisory Council planned to
continue to meet with Mr. Livermore with the purpose of

Legislative Proposa 1
The second product of Task Force efforts is a document
entitled Proposed California Heritage (Legislation, which
was issued as a 23 page final draft on August 8th, 1973.
Among the elements of the proposal are the following:
1) Ten paragraphs, intended for inclusion within the
Penal Code, which would broaden and intensify the protection
of heritage resources under the law.
2) A section which would create a "Heritage Department"
within the Resources Agency. This new department would
be responsible for heritage preservation work, research,
interpretive programs, Indian cultural activities, etc. The
key function of the Heritage Department would be to
effectively coordinate the historical, archaeological,
paleontological, and Indian cultural programs of public and
private organizations in California.
3) A section which would create a "California Heritage
Board. " This board would consist of 13 persons representing
various sciences and ethnic communities. The basic functicn
of the board would be to establish policy and oversee the
operations of the Heritage Department.
4) Certain operational provisions. The final portion of the
intended legislation sets forth measures and procedures for
the effective relationship between environmental design and
heritage preservation. Methods are explicated for the
preservation of cultural remains which may be jeopardized by
developments.
The legislative proposal is better balanced than the
supporting document. The draft heritage legislation was
compiled using ideas and language from old AB 1788, from the
Antiquity laws of Texas and Arkansas, and from
communications with C. McGimsey. Many archaeologists
in California offered constructive criticisms of earlier
drafts, and not a few new ideas emerged in the course of
Task Force dialogues. Finally, the draft of August 8th
incorporated certain revisions which were suggested in the
public hearings held a few days earlier in Sacramento.

determining areas of debate and agreement in the legislative
proposal. The idea will be to develop a package at least
moderately acceptable to the Administration, without unduly
compromising heritage goals, before sending the bill to the
legislature. If Mr. Livermore's position turns out to be
incompatible with the best interests of historians,
archaeologists, Indians, etc. - and there is no solid evidence
that this will be the case- then, as a contingency measure
the original proposal will be introduced without administrat~ve
endorsement.
Naturally, I would like to elicit the understanding and
support of Mr. Livermore. It appears very likely that the final
approval or rejection of our bill by the Governor will depend
greatly upon the council of his good friend and Cabinet aide
Mr. Livermore. Therefore, I shall continue to rep re sent the
Society for Cal.ifornia Archaeology in this matter as long as my
efforts are desired by the Executive Committee.
.
Henceforth, my position will be that of a member or officer
of the Advisory Council to Mr. Livermore, rather than Vice
Chairman of the Task Force.
At this point, diplomatic letters from SCA members to
Secretary Livermore would be useful and welcome. Such letter
should note that the work of the Task Force has been completec
that the draft legislation is highly desireable, and that the
support of the Secretary for the proposal is badly needed.
MICHAEL J. MORATTO
December 15, 1973

Present Status of Task Force Efforts

•

SB-215, which created the Task Force, required
Secretary Livermore to transmit the Task Force's
Legislative proosal and Status ... report to the Legislature
not later than January 1st, 197 4. The Secretary must also
recommend some sourse of legislative action with
regard to the proposa 1 and report.
In an effort to determine the position of the Secretary
on this matter, the Task Force met on December 14th with
Mr. Dean Thompson of the Secretary's office. Mr.
Thompson, who seemed to be genuinely interested and
cooperative, indicated that the staff of Mr. Livermore's
agency was very concerned about the deficiencies of the
proposal, including the imbalanced presentation
favoring archaeology and the small amount of consideration
given to history in the report. He indicated the proposal
would be received more favorably if instead of requesting
a new department, legislation be worked out to give a new
charge to a new branch of either the University of
California system or to the Parks and Recreation
Department.

Shirley Lee, Chairman of the Public Relations Committee
of the SCA, has recently put out the first of what is hoped
will be a series of news releases to 123 daily, and nearly
80 large weekly, California newspapers. Three national
newspapers- have also been included: the Christian Science
Monitor, Wall Street Journal, and National Observer. This
first release gave some general background ,information,
based largely on material contained in The Status of
California Archaeology by Michael J. Moratto (published
in ¥ay by SCA), including some of the specific cases
c~F"ed in that study. So far, there has been some feedback
from one of the local dailies, which requested more
information on contacts in its own area as well as
further data on one of the specific cases cited. Also,
several fruitful conversations were held with newspaper
contacts. We are hoping that this kind of response may
be repeated from other areas. What should ultimately
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result is a real increase in the communication network
linking archaeology on the one hand and the news media
on the other, to the benefit of all concerned.
For the h:ture, there will probably be bi-monthly
releases sent out to the same papers and, when necessary
and feasible, occasional special releases. It should be
noted that the cost for a release, including paper, printing,
and mailing is about $20.
The Committee would be very happy to include
material which it receives from members in these statewide
releases and also urges people to get in touch with their
local newspapers with local material. The general
releases should provide some informational groundwork
and generate interest for further work at the local level.
In other words, the Public Relations Committee can
achieve most good if SCA members do their bit in their
local areas with their local news media as well as
sharing information with the rest of the state through the
Committee's news releases.

"AGES OF fvll'l.N" Junior High School Students at
La Brea Tar Pits

Send information for inclusion in releases to
Shirley W. Lee, Chairman, 880 Lathrop Drive, Stanford,
CA 94305.

of their programs if applicable.
RICHARD H. MARQUSEE
Robert Frost Junior High
12314 Bradford Place
Granada Hills, CA 913 44

THE ROBERT E. SCHENK ARCHIVES OF
CALIFORNIA ARCHAEOLOGY
The SCA Archive series has as its purpose the
distribution of unpublished data on California
archaeology and prehisto·ry. Any paper of professional
quality in a form which can be reproduced by Xerox will
be accepted for inclusion in the Archives.

AGES OF MAN-AN ANTHROPOLOGICAL
FIELD PROGRAM AT THE JUNIOR HIGH
LEVEL
An anthropology field class, the Ages of Man , at
Robert Frost Junior High School in Granada Hills,
California, is in its third year of operation.
The program consists of a series of student-centered
laboratory and field projects designed to familiarize the
students with "basic" archaeological techniques as well
as "classic" anthropology discoveries and techniques.
Rancho La Brea was the site of one of the first field
excursions. As a result of the assistance of the workers,
the students were guided through the pits and the lab
work area, becoming acquainted with animals that
frequented the tar pits during the pleistocene.
Many of the field projects were written by my colleage
L. S. Grossman and me, and include site surveys, soil
analyses, water analyses, plant identification, grid
designation and site excavation. The laboratory work, in
addition to a continuation of those originating in the field,
consist of working with fossil horse teeth to establish
possible evolutionary trends, working with casts of
hominid skulls to determine possible· evolutionary
patterns, as well as problems associated with classification and identification of "different" species.
A number of source books have been included into the
program- the University of California Press has been
most helpful in their selection.
Vfhereas most activities take place in the school
laboratory, the final activity planned should be a visit
to excavations in progress. Finding a site is a critical
problem. Pothunting is not one of the goals of this
program! Any local group possibly interested in a "oneshot" visitation by a group of students, whose purpose is
to become familiar with the whole range of archaeology
techniques, please contact the author.
An outline of the program, including reference texts,
is available providing interested persons include outlines

To order archive material: Make checks out to James
Datta, Editor, Adan E. Treganza Museum, San Francisco
State University, 1600 Holloway Ave., San Francisco,
CA 94132.
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l. TREGANZA, ADAN E.
Possibilities of aboriginal practices of marginal
agriculture among the Southern Diegueno. (1945)
$ .90
2. KING, THOMAS F.
Avila Beach, descriptive data and hypotheses from the
excavation of 1929. (1970)
$1.85
3. EVANS, ROBERT K.
The Monterey Peninsula College Sites; preliminary
report. (1967)
$ 3.80
4. LEONARD, N. NELSON ET AL.
Archaeological salvage of the Pico Creek and Little
Pico Creek Sites, San Luis Obispo County,
California. (1968)
$ 7 .75
5. VAN DYKE, STANLEY ET AL.
Contributions to the archaeology of San Mateo County.
(1970)
$6.00
6. DEITZ, S. AND T. JACKSON
An archaeological and historical reconnaissance of
a portion of the San Mateo Co:.inty Coastline. (1970}
$ 5 .10
7. MORATTO, MICHAEL J.
Tsahpekw: an archaeological record of Nineteenth
•
Century acculturation among the Yuro!:;. (197 0)
$ • 75
8. MORATTO, MICHAEL J.
A selected bibliography of California archaeology
and ethnology. (1967)
S2. 5 O
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9.

•

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

•

19.

20.

21.

22.
23.

24.

25 •
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30. THOMAS, DAVID H.
Data appendix for the Reese River Ecological
Project. (1971)
$3.00
31. CHARTKOFF, JOSEPH L. and LAURIE JAN KONA
New River Ethnozoology and Archaeology. (1969)
$2. 75
32. TREGANZA, ADAN E.
Archaeological investigations at the William B. Ide
Adobe, Red Bluff, California. (1957)
$1.75
33. CHARTKOFF, JOSEPH L. and ERIC W. RITTER
Preliminary report on archaeological survey work done
in the Oroville Reservoir area. (1965)
$3.50
34. HORNE, STEPHEN P.
A framework for interpretation of fish remains
recovered from archaeological sites of the Santa
Barbara Channel Region. (1972)
$1.50
35. KING, THOMAS F.
Nibbled Rock Ridge: a prehistoric milling station in
the Jurupa Mountains, Riverside County, California.
Q972)
$2.10
36. KING, THOMAS F. and RONALD N. MELANDER
Distribution of cultural material at archaeological

TREGANZA, ADAN E.
A reconsideration of the evidence relating to the
antiquity of the Borax Lake site. (1950).
$2 .oo
VAN DYKE, STANLEY
An archaeological survey of the Slave Lake area.
(1970)
$2. 25
HENN, WINFIELD AND ROBERT SCHENK
An archaeological analysis of skeletal materials
excavated from the Civic Center Station of BART.
(1970) (revised 1973)
$. 75
CHARTKOFF, JOE
The archaeological resources of the West Sacramento
Canal Unit. (1969)
$2 .SO
SCA GENERAL PLAN COMMITTEE
Outline for an Archaeological Element for the
California State General Plan. (1970)
$1.50
HAMPSON, PAUL R.
An experiment in the manufacture of
shell
beads. (1970).
$2.00
MORATTO, MICHAEL J.
Report of 19 70 archaeological excavations at
Buchanan Reservoir. {1970).
$1.50
KING, THOMAS F.
T'est excavations at site 4-Son-392, near Petaluma,
California. (1968)
$. 75
KING, THOMAS F.
Test excavations at Mrn-3 7 5, the Palo Marin Site in
Point Reyes National Seashore, Marin County
(1967).
$2.25
EDWARDS, ROBERT L.
The prehistory of the Pui'mak Wintun, Thomes Creek,
Tehama r:ounty, California. (1970)
$8.50
TREGANZA, ADAN E.
Archaeological obervations at Angel Island State
Park. (1966)
$4. 75
KING, THOMAS F.
Son-320, an, unusual archaeological site on Bodega
Head, Sonoma County, California. (1960)
$.85
TREGANZA, ADAN E.
An interesting cache of domesticated seeds from
Southern California. (194'6)
$,80
TREGANZA, ADAN E.
California clay artifacts. (1946)
SL 50
CHILDRESS, JEFFREY and JOSEPH L. CHARTKOFF
An archaeological survey of the English Ridge
Reservoir in Lake and Mendocino Counties ,

sites 4-Mm-216 & 4-Mrn-289E. (1961)$1.25
3 7 JENNINGS, CALVIN H.
Archaeological reconnaissance of Camp Whitsett,
Sequoia National Forest, California. (1972)
$1. 35
38. HEGLAR, ROGER and MICHAEL J. MORATTO
A deeply buried aboriginal skeleton from the U.S.
Army Presideo, San Francisco, California. (1973)
$.70
39 FOX, STEVEN J. and DONALD L. HARDESTY
Survey of archaeological resources in the Modoc and
Shasta-Trinity National Forests, California. (1972)
$4.20
40. WEIDE, MARGARET L.
Archaeological reconnaissance of lands in the vicinity
of the Corte Madera Valley, Des can so District,
Cleveland National Forest. (1972)
$1. 75
41. PRITCHARD, WILLIAM E.
An archaeological investigation of the Eagle Theater
in Old Sacramento, California. (1972) $6. S 0
42. TOWNLEY, JOHN
Preliminary Report: Historical and archtectural
research: South Lake Tahoe Estates. (1973) ,:; • C:C
43.

California (1966)
$3. 00
CHARTKOFF, 'JOSEPH L. and JEFFREY CHILDRESS
An archaeological survey of the proposed PaskentaNewville Reservoir in Glenn and Tehama Counties,
Northern California. (1966)
Sl0.00

44.

SCHENK, ROBERT

An archaeological survey of Pescadero Creek, San
Mateo,County, California. (1968)
$1.25
26. SCHULZ, PETER D.
Analysis of an historic burtal from Modoc County,
California. (1970)
S.90
27. TREGANZA, ADAN E.
Salvage archaeology along Clear Creek and Cow
Creek, Shasta County, California. (1961)
$2.50
28. Moratto, MichaefJ.
Archaeology and cross-cultural ethic in coastal
Northwest California. {1971)
$2.00
29.

45.

46.

47.

JENNINGS, C.H. and PATRICIA KISLING
Archaeological resources of the Mineral King
District. (1971)
$2 .25

48.
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HOOVER, ROBERT L.
SL0-463: a food processing site in Los Osos
Valley, San Luis Obispo County, California
(1973)
Sl.50
KING, THOMAS F.
Patton Mill Pasture: an archaeological investigatior
(Tehama County). (1973)
Sl.25
HUGHES, RICHARD E.
Archaeological reconnaissance, Renner Land
Exchange and Guppy Cave: Part I- Renner Land
Exchange [Modoc County].
$1.10
HUGHES, RICHARD E.
Archaeological reconnaissance, Renner Land
Exchange and Guppy Cave: Part II- test excavation
of Guppy Cave, Modoc National Forest, Northeast
Cal.ifornia. (1973)
$2. 90
SHEETS, PAYSON D .
An Archaeological survey of the Badger Flat Timber
Sale, Sierra National Forest. (1973)
Sl.30
CHARTKOFF, JOSEPH L., KERRY K. CHARTKOFF and
LA URIE J. KONA
The archaeological resources of the New River

[Trinity County California]. (1967)
price to be determined
49. JENNINGS, CALVIN H.
Archaeological reconnaissance in the Camp
Potwisha Vicinity, Sequoia National Park,
California. (1973) price to be determined
50. PAYEN, LOUIS A.
Preliminary report on the archaeological

51.

investigation of Pinnacle Point Cave, Tuolumne
County, California. (1964) price to be determined
KING, RON and GARY BERG
The Mastin Site: a preliminary report on Lake
County salvage operations. (1973) price to be
determined.
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CURRENT FIELDWORK
EDITOR'S NOTE: The purpose of this column is to provide
a permanent record of all archaeology done in the state.
Please help us make this list complete by submitting the
following information on a regular basis: NAME OF PROJECT,
PROJECT

LOCATION

NATURE OF PROJECT (SURVEY, EXCAVATION, SALVAGE,
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT, ETC.) COUNTY,
DI:RECTOR, AND WHERE THE DATA IS LOCATED.

DIRECTOR

DATES

DATA AVAILABLE

Stanley-Logan-Wilcox Fuelbreak EIR

San Luis Opispo Co. Robert Gibson

April 1973

US Forest Service

Los Berros Country Club Estates;
Durand Property; Lake Nacim1'ento
Resort General Plan; Heritage Ranch;
Oak Shores Development; EIR' s
Kirk Creek; Wild Cattle Creek; Lime
Creek EIR's
Pacific Valley Station Leach Field EIR
Templeton Bridge EIR
Frenchman Reservoir salvage excavation

S11n Luis Obispo Co. Robert Gibson

June-Sept.
1973

SLOCAS

Monterey Co.

July 1973

Dept. of Transport.

Robert Gibson
Robert Gibson
Robert Orlins

Nov. 1973
Dec. 1973
Sept. 1973

US Forest Service
SLOCAS
US Forest Service

Amy Foster,
Dick Hughes
Tom King

Summer 1973 US Forest Service

Surveys
Sample surveys
Llagas Creek EIR
Wildoak Development
and three small subdivisions EIR' s
Sample excavations, 4-Nap-7
St. Helena Sanitarium Survey
Bloomfield Ranch survey; Sonoma Mt.,
1
Enterprize, and Mark West Roa<ls
Pygmy Forest Ecological Staircase
Surveying and site stabilizing

Monterey Co.
San Luis Obispo Co.
Plumas National
Forest
Modoc National
Forest
Petaluma area
Santa Clara Co.
Santa Rosa

Robert Gibson

Fall 1973
Oct. 1973
Fall 1973

CSCSonoma
West Valley College

Rene Peron

Fall 1973

Santa Rosa JC

Rob Edwards

Dec. 1973

Cabrillo College

Chester King

Nov.-Dec.
1973

NARC

cs cs

Napa Co.
Napa Co.
Sonoma Co.

•

Mendocino Co.
Point Reyes Natl.
Seashore
San Jose

Coyote Creek-Tully Road test
excavations - EIR
Vasquez Rocks surveying, controlled
surface collections, site stabilization Los Angeles Co.
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