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VETO!
REAGAN KILLS A.B. 1788
Dec. 23: In an action that came as a surprize
to archaeologists in contact with his office,
Governor Reagan today vetoed the California Archaeological Survey Act. Earlier indications had
created confidence that the Governor would approve
the measure. Reagan offered no detailed explanation for his action, which, however, was part of
a large series of vetoes applied to Democrat-sponsored environmental, educational, and wage-hike
bills.
Hope for an improved state archaeological
program now rests with the Task Force created by
S.B. 215. Members of this Task Force, which is
to prepare recommendations for a state program,
are now being selected by the Resources Agency.
This Newsletter was delayed several weeks in
order to bring you this late news.

SCA CONST/TUTIONAL AM EN OMEN TS
Both amendments recently presented to the membership
for voting passed. The results were:
Amendment A
(President-Elect)

Amendment B
(Ethics)

•

For: 143
Against: 11
Abstain: 3
For: 136
Against: 21
Abstain: 0

Amendment A changes Article V of the Constitution to
read:
Section 1. The officers of the Society shall be a
President, a President-Elect, two Vice Presidents, a
Recording Secretary, and a Treasurer.
Section 3. A vacancy in the office of President shall be
filled by the President-Elect; the First Vice-President shall be
next in line of succession to the Presidency; followed by the
Second Vice President. The President shall serve for a term
of one (1) year and shall be the person elected the previous
year as President-Elect. The President-Elect shall serve for
a term of one (1) year before assuming the office of President
unless there should be a vacancy of the President's office
prior to the one-year term of office, in which case he shall
fill the vacancy.

DECEMBER '71

The Code of Scientific Ethics amendment resulted from
discussions with various Native American and Native
Californian groups during the past several years. Some of
these groups consider archaeology a threat to their sacred
places, including cemeteries. SCA members working with
these groups felt that legitimate archaeology respects the
sacred places of Native Americans, and that it would be an
act of good faith to include an appropriate statement in the
Code of Ethics section of the SCA By-laws. Mike Moratto,
in consultation with other members, prepar,··d the amendment.
The amendment adds a Section 4 to Sections 1-3 of Chapter
1 of the By-laws :ind reads:
Section 4: Wherea,s archaeologists and Native Americans
alike are deeply committed to the preservation of archaeological remains, and whereas Native American sentiments often
proscribe the disturbance of recent cemetery sites:
a) Members of the Society for California Archaeology
shall make every reasonable effort to contact pertinent
representatives of the Native American comm unity during the
planning phase preceding archaeological programs of excavation or extensive reconnaissance, and it will be the
essential purpose of such communications to develop a
design for fieldwork in full coordination with the interests and
sensitivities of the Native Americans.
b) No member of the Society shall excavate, or otherwise
disturb, any location of a previous Native American settlement,
ceremonial locality, cemetery, or other mortuary context
which was used until recently or is still being used, and
for which the Native peoples have a sense of spiritual
affinity, without the full concordance of the pertinent Native
American community.
c) Whenever requested by Native Americans, all human
skeletal remains exhumed from mortuary contexts of recent
date (or where specific historical or ethnological data are
lacking, contexts known to have been used after 1800 A. D.)
by members of the Society shall be reinterred following the
laboratory analysis. Reburial will be done in accordance
with the requests of pertinent Indian groups and in compliance
with relevant state and local statutes.

SB 215
RESOURCES AGENCY APPOINTING TASK FORGE
TO STUDY ARCHAEOLOGICAL PRESERVATION
AND SALVAGE.
Under provisions of SB 215 which was signed into law
this fall, the Secretary of the Resources Agency, Norman
G. Llvermore, will appoint a task force to "conduct a study
of the state's total effort to preserve and salvage the
paleontological and historical resources of the state." The
task force is required to submit a plan or proposed

LETTERS
legislation by December 31, 1972, and should begin

operations about rvfarch I, 1972. The task force vv·ill play an
November 11, 19 71

important role in determining the kind of program that
California develops for its archaeological resources.
The size and composition of the task force is left to the
Secretary of :Resources. It is to include representatives of
the scientific and scholarly community, public agencies,
one native California Indian resident from northern, central
and southern California respectively, and public members
"with backgrounds in California Archaeological, paleontological and historical resources study and preservation."
The SCA Executive Committee has recommended the
following people to the Secretary of :Resources for the task
force: representatives of the scholarly and scientific
community; Robert L. Edwards, Albert Elsasser, Michael
Moratto, Delbert L. True; avocational archaeologists,
Charles Dills, Lavinia Knight, Charles Slaymaker;
representatives of public agencies, Richard Hastings,
Frances A. Riddell, Donald S. Miller.
SB 215, which was introduced by Senators Harmer and
Mills, also declares it to be the intention of the legislature
that until the legislature acts on the report of the task
force, there be a moratorium on the disturbance of California
Indian burial sites abandoned less than 200 years ago. It
provides that state agencies may authorjzeo archaeological
excavations at such sites when they are threatened by a
public works project and with the pennission of the
governing council of the Indian peoples concerned.

TO THE EDITOR:

MARGA:RET L. WEIDE
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SCA RE s 0 L u TI 0 N s

"*~~ff;"

This is in reply to Tom King's letter in Vol. 5, No. 3 of
the SCA Newsletter regarding alledg-ed Natior.al Park
Service mismanagement of the Archeological Salvage
Program, with particular reference to the Chino Canyon
Project.
Tom's facts concerning Chino Canyon are essentially
correct. This office did request Archaeological Research,
Inc. , to survey the project. They were surveying the
Cucamonga Creek Project in San Bernardino at the time, and
we took advantage of their reasonable proximity to Chino
Canyon to ask for a free survey. ARI located two sites
in Chino Canyon and recommended $1,372.50 for salvage.
This office decided not to fund the project because it was
our opinion that other salvage projects had a higher priority.
Three large projects went totally unfunded this same fiscal
year: Lower Granite Reservoir, Washington; New :vlelones
Reservoir, California: and Hidden Reservoir, California.
The allegation that the sites in Chino Canyon went
down the drain because the NPS " ... simply neglected to
request a sufficient appropriation" is based on a misunderstanding of the Federal budget process. It assumes that
fr.e Service gets all the funds it asks for. Of course we do
not, and I dare say no other bureau does either.
The NPS budget and those of all other Government
agencies are submitted to the Office of Budget and Management for consolidation into a single budget. In the course
of this consolidation, a great many modifications are made
to accommodate current White House policies and programs.
The final budget is then presented to the Congress which
may also, of course, make additions and/ or deletions of

its own.
In brief, the Archeological Salvage Program must com~~ pete for funding with a myriad of other programs in the NPS,
RESOLUTION TO REVIEW ANTIQUITIES ACT REGULATIONS
~~ the Department of the Interior, and the entire Executive
Branch. Given this circumstance, it is obvious that
The rules and regulations accompanying the Antiquities
modification of virtually all program budgets are necessary,
Act of 1906 have not been revised since the year of its
;~ ArCheological Salvage included.
enactment. In addition, new landholding agencies such
Sincerely yours,
as NASA and the Department of the Navy did not participate ~
Charles F. Bohannon
in the drafting of the original regulations.
Salvage Archeologist
In hopes of improving this situation, the SCA Executive
Pacific West
Board will prepare a resolution similar to one approved at
the August, 19 71 Pecos Conference. It will request
that the Secretary of Defense, and the heads of all other
Federal Agencies whose land holdings include items of
hist:irical interest or archaeological significance, for the
purpose of taking steps, with the aid of appropriate
a. action with the American Association of Museums
professionals, to review and revise the regulations by
Committee on Accreditation to consider mechanics
means of which the Act of 19 0 6 is implemented.
of withholding or withdrawing accreditation of
museums which purchase, certify or authenticate
ILLICIT ANTIQUITIES RESOLUTION
unethically acquired objects of scientific or
artistic significance,
At the San Francisco SCA Executive meeting, the
Executive Board adopted the following resolution.
b. support of the UNESCO Convention and urges prompt
WHEREAS: The archaeologists of the State of
action on the convention by all governments,
California recognize that the buying and selling of illicit
c. exploration of routes of action including legal
antiquities is a causal factor in the looting and destruction
action against museums, archaeologists and other
of archaeological sites and jeopardizes the cultural heritraffikers in illegal goods as defined by the UNESCO
tages of the peoples of the world, the Executive Committee
Convention;
of the Society for California Archaeology hereby resolves:
3. to call upon its members, member institutions and all
1. to support the UNESCO Convention on the Means of
archaeologists to re:rain from acquiring, authenticating or
Prohibiting and Preventing the Illicit Import, Export, and
evaluating objects of artistic or scientific significance
Transfer of Ownership of Cultural Property;
obtained in contravention to the terms of the UNESCO
Convention.
2. to support the resolutions of the Society for American
Archaeology adopted 8 May 19 71
Vol.
Adopted by the SCA EXECUTIVE BOARD
36, No. 3, pp. 253-254) which provide for:
October 30, 1971
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DUES

Please notice - and utilize promptly - the pre-printed
dues envelope which has been included for your convenience, This handy devise is an innovation designed to
collect dues as early in the year as possible, and to
forestall excuses by those who were reluctant to mutilate
their NEWSLETTERS by tearing out the check-off blanks used
in the past. Your executive board urges your prompt
response. It is obviously in the best interests of SCA to
plan the year's budget early, in order to make the optimum
use of its available funds.
Hoping that we may count on your quick reply, and avoid
'the expense of subsequent billings, the board is
maintaining the same schedule of dues: $ 2. 00 for student
members (institution and year of study must be specified),
$5. 00 for regular members, and $5. 00 for institutional
subscriptions.
Application blanks for new members, and an informational
sheet "Invitation to Membership" suitable for circulation or
posting, have been reprinted. Supplies are available from
the Business Office.
BOBBIE GREENWOOD
SCA Treasurer
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Annual
Meeting

March 30 - April 1
A buffet style evening meal at the Edgewater Hyatt House
the evening of March 29 will begin the Annual Meeting at
California State......College, Long Beach, as plans now stand,
according to Douglas Osborne, Local Arrangements
Chairman. The Hyatt House will serve as social headquarters
for the meeting, with papers and symposia geld on the campus
of Long Beach State.
Among the plans developing for the program are a number
of symposia, including ones concerned with innovation and
change in the archaeological record; '.:>abrieleno studies,
research in the Perris Reservoir area, archaeological
responsibilities to the public and the profession, and
discussion of the needs of the state in preservation and
salvage of its archaeological resources. Keith Dixon,
CSCLB, is SCA program chairman. January 15 is the deadline
for abstracts and titles.
The SCA will meet jointly with the Southwestern
Anthropological Association. People who would like to stay
at the Edgewater Hyatt House are urged to write for reservations promptly. Their mailing address is:
6400 East Pacific Coast Highway
Long Beach, CA 90803.
The Edgewater-Hyatt house is about two miles from the
campus. A pamphlet describing other motels, their locations
and rates is available from the local arrangements chairman.
MARGARET L. WEIDE
December 26, 1971
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OLD SCA NEWSLETTERS?
The SCA Business Office is trying to compile a complete
set of old SCA NEWSLETTERS so that they can be available
for xeroxing apon request. They have no copies of Vol. 1,
No. 6andVol. 2, No. 3. Ifsomeonehastheseoldissues,
the Business Office would xerox them and return the originals.
Your help is ap12reciated.

From the President
December 26, 1971
A great deal of hard work by California archaeologists
and others concerned with the protection of archaeological
resources in the state went into the success of SB 215 and
the passage of AB 1788 by the Assembly and Senate. In
spite of the death of AB 1788 at the hands of the Governor,
California archaeology has become a subject of concern to
the legislature, and there is good reason to hope that the
results of the SB 215 task force will be a positive state
·archaeological program.
The Society thanks all of you who wrote letters in support
of the legislation, and the district representatives who
coordinated the letter writing. The legislative liaison
sommittee, which included Tom King, Darrell Johns, Jerry
Johnson, Ron May, Mike Moratto, Will Peak, Albert
Spaulding, and Nancy Walters put in many long hours of
hard work. Others who contacted legislators and helped in
many ways include Ester Beaton, George Coles, Charles
Dills, Roger and Patty Desautels, James Dotta, Robert L.
Edwards, Ernestine Elster, Elerth S. Erickson, Dean Gaumer,
Roberta Greenwood, Herrick Hanks, Richard Hastings,
Chester and Linda King, Rudolph Larios, Donald S. Miller,
Bernard Neumann, Frances A. Riddell, Charles Rozaire, R. E.
Taylor and Philip Wilke. The Pacific Coast Archaeological
Society, the San Luis Obispo Archaeological Society and the
UC LA Friends of Archaeology also contributed their support
and interest. In addition we thank Dr. Herbert 'Williams
(SFSC), the County of Los Angeles, the Sierra Club, the
Irvine Corporation, the U.S. Forest Service, Charles S.
McGimsey (Arkansas Archaeological Survey), Riverside
County Parks Department, California State Department of
Public Works and the Riverside County His tori cal Commission,
PRESIDENT-ELECT AMENDMENT
A sharp-eyed member noted a typographic error that
crept into the draft of Amendment A, the President-Elect
Amendment, which was distributed with the recent ballot.
Section 3 was inadvertently referred to as Section 2. Since
the intent of the amendment was not obscured by the error
and the nature of the error was clear to those who did
check the Constitution, the outcome of the balloting can be
considered valid.
MARGARET L. WEIDE
President
HIGHWAY SALVAGE COMMITTEE
SCA District Representatives were recently advised that
proposals for highway salvage next summer should be submitted as soon as possible. Proposals must demonstrate
the "worth" of a particular site to local research interests.
While it is not expected that polished research designs be
delineated, it is necessary for the principal investigators
to demonstrate a grasp of current problems in the region, or
in the event of an "unknown area" a grasp of ideas and
problems of similar regions. It is also asked that the
proposal detail the individuals and institutions that will be
involved in the non-funded portions of the project (generation
of research orientation, analysis, and publications)
Reporting should be on three levels: a summary or popular
report for the use of the Div-ision of Highways, a copy of
field notes or other field data to be placed in the SCA
Archives, and a final report (with information as to
expected place of publication.
NELSON LEONARD
December 15, 1971
0
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SAVE PAINTED CAVE

In conjunction with the banquet there will be a slide
presentation of memorable and not so memorable photos of
famous and not so famous personages in California
Archaeology. The Committee would like to know of any such
photos if you have them.

The California State Parks Foundation,
a pri,v·ate group, is raising funds to
purchase the famous Painted Cave near San
Marcos Pass, in the mountains above Santa
Barbara. The purchase would include seven
acres of land, and would be turned over to
the State Parks system.
The California State Parks Foundation
acts to raise funds and secure property for
wild-life preserves, and has been involved
with rebuilding Fort Ross. Contributions
are tax-deductable and can be addressed to:
California State Parks Founcation
315 Montgomery Street
San Francisco, California 94104
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SANTA MONICA MOUNTAINS COMMITTEE

BANQl!ET COMMITTEE FORMED
Judy Rasson and Dean Decker of the l!ClA Archaeological
Survey constitute the SCA Banquet Committee. Plans are
to hold a fund raising banquet (definition: Fund Raising
Banquet = a banquet at which you pay more for your meal
than you normally would) at the 197 2 Annual Meetings of the
SCA. So start saving your pennies.

Nelson Leonard, on behalf of the Santa Monica Mountains
Committee, has declared a moratorium on non-salvage
excavation in the Santa Monica Mountains. The moratorium
will go into effect as of January 1, 1972; no date oftennination
was specified. The Santa Monica Mountains, an area some
forty by ten miles, has been subjected to intensive
development which has been increasing exponentially during
the last ten years. This moratorium would force local
archaeologists to view the situation more in accord with the
needs of city, county and special study commissions that are
now weighing arguments for future use of the Mountains.
In In affect this act establishes a new set of priorities for
site survey and excavation that will be considered in the
light of those priorities established by l!CIA' s research
design for the area. UClA will act as a clearing house for
planning information and the organization of field work.
NELSON LEONARD
December 10, 1971

NEWS OF THE PROFESS ION
BAY AREA ARCHAEOLOGICAL COOPERATIVE
The newly formed Bay Area Archaeological Coop will hold
a pot-luck dinner and meeting at the home of Chester and
Linda King January 8, 197 2 at 6: 00 PM (1089 Broadway Ave. ,
San Jose). The agends includes a discussion of Chester
King·s Master Plan for Archaeology of the South Bay area.
The BMC was formed at an October 16th meeting hosted
by Rob Edwards in Santa Cruz. Members of the Coop
include archaeologists from the many colleges and universities in the area south of San Francisco to Montery,
as well as those involved in museum work, high school
teaching, students, and anyone with an interest in participating
in organizing an archaeological program in the area.
At the October meeting, statements of needs 1 goals, and
general frustrations were exchanged. Needs were seen as
the need to respond to situations of emergency salvage;
the needs of the student to relate academia and reality;
the demands of teachers for data and curricula, and the
general public interest in anthropology, Indians, and archaeology. The obligation to modern Indians was also discussed.
Another issue presented was the need for regional
planning and cooperation on archaeological problems.
Sanctions were suggested for persons who ran independent
digs on co"llege or high school levels and the absolute
necessity for a committment to analyze and publish (or at
least prepare to manuscript form) all data.
Some time was spent discussing resources or lack
thereof- how we could go after grants to improve these
resources as well as exchanging information as to what
resources we do have available for use by others and under
what circumstances. It was suggested that each institution
compile a list of interested peoples who would be potential
workers in each area.
It was decided that West Valley College would be a
clearing house for the exchange of information, rumors, etc.,
until such time as monies can be obtained to allow someone
to devote further time to the organization.
ROBERT EDWARDS
LINDA KING
December 23, 1971
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COYOTE CANYON
A proposed road through Coyote Canyon was the conservationist test case for San Diego County. Ken Hedges
for the San Diego Museum of Man, and myself for SCA
presented the archaeologists case against the road. In
addition, hundreds of students from Mt. Miguel High School,
who had participated in Archaeology Classes, or salvage
projects, attended the hearing, and presented a petition
against the road signed by more than 8, 000 voters.
In spite of the conservationists show of force, and a
sympathetic public and press, the supervisors approved the
road 3-1. The lone dissenter, Jack Walsh, has subsequently been redistricted so that in his own words "It will be
practically impossible for me to get re-elected." Significantly, prior to the hearing Riverside County had already
begun survey work near Anza, and Assemblyman John Stull
(Leucadia) had sporisored a bill which would have allowed
San Diego County to build a road through Coyote Canyon in
Anza Borrego State Park. Fortunately, the Assembly Natural
Resources and Conservation committee voted to keep the
bill in committee (i.e. to kill it). Four members voted to
send the bill to the floor for action, among them was
E. Richard Barnes (San Diego). Those voting to kill the
bill were Edwin Z'Berg, James W. Dent, Peter Chacon,
John F. Dunlap, Ernest La Coste, Charles Warren, and
Robert G. Wood. Our thanks are due to these men for
holding the line against the closed corporation of San Diego
C aunty government.
We must be prepared to support them at each legislative

session, as it must be expected that John Stull will resubmit the bill time and time again. Needless to say, such a
bill would be destructive to the integrity of all state lands
and parks in California.
In the rr.eantime we could lobby to have the whole canyon
included within Anza-Borrego State Park, or set aside as a
National Historical monument or Wildlife refuge. Another
alternative would be to convince the members of the

•
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California Highway Commission--Maynard Munger, Chairman--to remove the proposed road from the state master
plan thus depriving San Diego County of gas tax funds for
the construction of the road.
BRAD UNDERWOOD
October 8, 1971
DESERT COMMITTEE MEETS, REORGANIZES
The California Desert Archaeological Committee met
on October 23 at the University of California, Riverside,
with President Margaret Weide presiding. Participating
institutions and organizations represented were UCR, the
San Bernardino County Museum, the University of Nevada at
Las Vegas, Occidental College, Imperial Valley College,
the Archaeological Survey Association, the Pacific Coast
Archaeological Society, the Colorado River Indian Tribes
Museum, Maturango Museum, and Riverside Municipal
Museum.
The CDAC was reorganized at this meeting along more
formal lines than had hitherto been adhered to. A local
newsletter concerning current site recording and project
implementation will be prepared by the San Bernardino
County Museum, and each cooperating institution and
organization is to file with the District Archaeologist a
statement of research goals, interests, and capabilities.
The District Archaeologist is to formulate a job description
to facilitate smooth transitions between individuals holding
the post in the future. Meetings of the CDAC are to be held
at least quarterly; the President is to appoint a new Chairman for the committee at her earliest convenience.
Subsequent to the meeting, Larry Bowles of the Riverside
Municipal Museum was re-appointed Chairman of the CDAC.
District Archaeologist Tom King outlined several
upcoming field projects and discussed current attempts to
negotiate cooperative arrangements with the Bureau of Land
Management, the U.S. Forest Service, and various private
agencies. The District Archaeologist's recommendations
regarding allocation of contracts for the various
immediately necessary projects were accepted by the
Committee.
A double-file system for site-survey data was
approved by the Committee; under this system adequate
site-survey records will be assigned a permanent designation and filed by the San Bernardino County Museum with

copies to UCLA, Berkeley, and Sacramento, while records
with inadequate data will be assigned a priority rating
depending on salvage needs and will be further checked in
the field.
In response to a request by Gerald Smith, President
Weide asked Tom King to draft a letter on behalf of the
Committee discussing the need for enlarged and improved
repository and preparatory space in the proposed new San
Bernardino County Museum. It was suggested that the
Committee Chairman appoint a subcommittee to consider a
master plan for curatorial facilities in the Desert area.
TOM KING
December 3, 19 71

Daniel McCarthy and J. Timothy Moore, students of
anthropology, have recently perfected a method for reproducing petroglyphs in a three dimensional context. They
have organized this process under the name of Rock Art
Replicas with a primary purpose being to reproduce all
appearances of petroglyph sites, and to bring replicas to
museums and interested individuals, thereby enabling more
people to appreciate and study this endangered art form.
In any area where destruction of glyph sites is
imminent, there should be an extensive program and representative casts made. This will insure that no rock art
site is completely lost to future generations. Replicas
made in remote sites makes it possible for visitors of
museums to see what the petroglyph looks in areas they
are unable to get to.
Despite the initial cost of making the first petroglyph replica, miniatures of the original can be made for
sale in quantity. The original design of the miniature
is the same and is on a similar rock-like surface. Any
petroglyph can be made in reduced size.
The process used for reproduction was carefully
designed by Mr. D. Dennison and insures no damage to the
original glyph. Color slides are taken along with rock
samples from the ground, which are used to check the color
of the rock, lichen and moss cover. Through this careful
checking the cast looks exactly like the original.
Information concerning prices for full-scale reproductions and miniatures for resale can be obtained by writing
to Rock Art Replicas. Samples of their work can be examined.
They will be happy to answer questions, either by mail or
if possible in person.
Rock Art Replicas
Box 798
Yermo, California 92398
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Rocle. Art Replicas

DANIEL F. McCARTHY
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SAN DIEGO PLAN
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Beginning in April of this year, the San Diego County
Planning Commission employed the aid of an agency called
Integrated Regional Environmental Management. They have
been set up by a $7 25, 000 Ford Foundation Grant to devise

models and planning systems for San Diego and other
salvagable communities in terms of. land use and resource
preservation.
Under the proposed preservation models comes historic,
prehistoric, and scenic landmarks. Naturally, we cultural
ecologists and archaeological preservationists could not
let such an opportunity slip by without prompt attention.
A short term research proposal was drawn up from San
Diego State College in which Ronald V. May and several
part-time assistants would develop a site classification
system which would serve the county as a quick reference

Mousterian Excavations
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Some of the structures built during the Mexican period of
the mission's life. The floor to the left may have housed
an olive press. The space in the floor in thEl foreground
of the picture is a military burial. Photograph is facing
South.

Excavations into the Spanish level of the site. The
concrete block in •he center of the picture is the remains
of a pillar. At left is a Mexican floor. The east wing of
the Spanish period structure underlies this entire area.
Photograph facing East.

UNIVERSITY OF SAN DIEGO SUMMER PROGRAM AT
MISSION SAN DIEGO DE ALCALA

special attention is paid to any problems that may have
arisen during the spring semester
The second sesion makes use of information obtained
This is the first in a series of reports on historic site
during the previous session. The instructor assfgns research
archaeology at Mission San Diego de Alcala.
In summer 1971 the University of San Diego completed its projects and general conservator wo'rk on artifacts, besides
the excavation of the site. Towards the end of this session
fifth consecutive year of fieldwork at Mission San Diego.
the class prepares the site for the fall semester. Small
The mission, founded in 17 69 by Padre Junipero Serra, was
details are taken care of so there are no loose ends and· the
the first of twenty-one Franciscan missions built in Alta
amount of student error is ~pt to a minimum.
California. The Padres first constructed the mission on its
Ample facilities exist on the site for classroom instruction,
present location in 1774, A year later in 1775 Indians
conservation, and storage of artifacts. The classroom houses
attacked and destroyed many of the original structures, but
by 1776 these had been rebuilt. In the mid lBOO's the mission seating, ?lackboards, topographical maps, aerial photographs.
and a senes of charts depicting the grid system on which
·
started to enter a slow stage of deterioration. It was not
progress of the excavation can be charted. Often the site
until 193 0 that the State inaugurated restoration and then
itself becomes a teaching aid where the class can be taken
only to a limited extent. This early work involved itself
out and shown a specific problem or feature. In the laboratory
primarily with the church proper and west side of the
the students learn how to treat, study, store, and catalogue
quadrangle complex.
artifacts. Presently more than 60, 000 artifacts are stored in
In the summer of 1966 the University of San Diego
the lab.
History Department began its first work at the mission. The
This summer excavations nave taken place on the southinitial stage of this program took the form of a detailed
east quadrant of the mission. According to documents the
study of all the available written material on the mission.
east wing of the quadrangle complex consisted of workshops
The purpose of this research was to provide a complete
and school rooms that were topped with parapets and two
historic survey of the mission. In August of 1966 USC
towers for defense purposes. Previous fieldwork determined
established a permanent three unit course entitled
that three temporal levels exist in this quadrant. The first
"Historic Site !vfethods, offered for both graduate and
level, which dates from the Spanish period, has yielded
undergraduate credit.
portions of a tile floor, remains of some adobe walls, and a
The mission provides an ideal site for developing
hydro-drainage
system. The second level designates the
historic site archaeology because of the large number of
Mexican incursion and consists of a tile floor for a small
written records kept during the mission's existence. By
building. From architectural indications it appears that this
correlating these records with the work being done in the
building may have housed a grape or olive press. This
field, the student learns to incorporate the disciplines of
structure was built only about three feet above those from the
history and archaeology. This type of interdisciplinary
Spanish period. The third temporal level is that of the US
training is not often found on a prehistoric dig. However,
Army's occupation of the mission in the 1850' s. Six military
Dr. Raymong Brandes, Professor of History, feels that by
burials, that intrude into the two lower levels represent this
having him develop an interdisciplinary approach towards
period. With the help of the grave registratio'~ and the
his work, the student will be able to perform his field and
National Archives many of these burials may be identified.
laboratory duties in a more independent fashion.
During the first session this summer the class concentrated
The summer program at the mission is divided into two
its
work
on preparing the site for the fall semester. The main
sessions, both under the direction of Assistant Professor
duties were cleaning up the site and stabilizing those
James Robert Moriarty III. The first session is three weeks
structures already uncovered. Restoration was performed on
in length and the second six weeks. Reanalysis of the
several adobe walls from the Spanish period. Another
excavation takes up the first session! At this time students
perform such tasks as a survey of the site, re-establishment military burial was also discovered and excavated at this time.
The ·second session carri.ed out test trenching to determin• .
of the grid system, and charting of new features. In
what direction the excavations will go in the fall. To the
addition they go over reports of past work on the site:
0
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north of the quadrant a survey was performed to determine the
alignment of the east wing and where it might connect with
the north wing. In the southern portion of the quadrant
students uncovered the remains of three piiiars belonging to
the Spanish structures. They were discovered three to four
feet below the surface. Along with the pillars some steps
were found that indicate an entrance into this wing from the
outside. An adobe wall with some of the original plaster
still intact was also uncovered at this same level. In the
laboratory this summer one of the projects was the
reconstruction of a pair of boots discovered in one of the
burials last spring. Another project was the study of
"graffiti" found on several pieces of floor tile. Plaster
casts were made of tiles that contained tracks of animals
or drawings by Indians. The study of these casts should
shed some light on the type of animals that lived at the
mission during its construction and examples of the art fonns
of the Dieguenos. Other students worked on translating
Spanish documents pertaining to the use of the east wing.
Old military maps were sought showing this area as a
cemetery. So far no documents have been found concerning
the floor from the Mexican period, so its origin and usage
remain speculative.
The University of San Diego's final goal looks towards
complete restoration of Mission San Diego de Alcala. More
immediate hopes 'include the opening of the quadrant now
under excavation to the public. In the near future a guided
tour will be set up to enable the community to view
structures already uncovered and to observe the field class
at work. The military burials found on this site may become
part of the scene by erecting replicas of old military headstones to identify each burial. Long-range plans call for
the construction of this wing. Exhibits would be set up
inside to show what part this building played in early
mission life. By doing this California will be regaining a
piece of history previously forgotten.
RICHARD COYER
JOHN LANGELLIER, photographer
October, 1971
OFF-ROAD VEHICLE ADVISORY COMMITTEE
I am heading the archaeological and historical sµbcommittee within the San Diego Citizens Advisory Committee
for Off-Road Vehicles (ORV). The responsibility of the
committee will be to make recommendations to the San
Diego County Board of Supervisors by January 1 for the
regulation of the 200, 000+ off-road vehicles in San Diego
County.
I have identified the archaeological position as follows:
ll archaeology problems are acute, and the restriction of
ORV's is urgently needed, 2) a complete index of archaeological sites is unavailable, as well as unpublishable, so
that we must have a generalized mode of protection for
archaeological sites (e.g. the setting aside of critical areas
by some innocuous name such as "Wilderness" or "Wildlife
Sanctuary."
It is anticipated that we will have to identify three kinds
of land use:
1) Unrestricted ORV' s: the conservationists are agreed
that until the evidence was in, it would not be safe to
designate any area for unrestricted use, though this is the
situation we have been.putting up ,with for sometime.
2)
It is anticipated that most
areas in the county will
a conditional use designation.
I will try to hold out for the following criteria: a) pending
survey and/or salvage £li_vehicles must be restricted to
existing, long-standing or designated roads or trails on all
public lands; b) that any new roads, trails, or fire breaks
shall be restricted to official use until cleared by the
local committee of SCA. Since this position is crucial but

extreme, I will need all sorts of data to reinforce it.,
for example testimonial letters, statistical data, photos,
etc.
3).
This designation would
apply to
most critical archaeological resource areas such as the desert, and would interdict or severely restrict
all vehicle traffic, as well as the building of the new roads
or trails. Since such a prohibition is likely to provide opposition we must be prepared to justify our claims in detail,
and to establish orders of priority for implementation.
Please address your supporting data and testimony to
Brad Underwood, c/o Mount Miguel High School, 1800
Sweetwater Road, Spring Valley, CA 92077.
BRAD UNDERWOOD
October, 1971
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"SCIENCE OF MAN":
IN ANTHROPOLOGY

'.'!OTES ON A POPULAR PUBLICATION

(-Editor's note: Many SCA members have talked of
establishing a "popular" publication series concerned with
California archaeology, archaeology in general, and/or
general anthropology. About ten years ago such a magazine
did exist; it was called SCIENCE OF MAN and it was
published in Southern California. Its Editor was Joseph E.
(Gene' Vincent, who received his MA in Anthropology from
Mexico City College and now resides in Garden Grove.
SCIENCE OF MAN went out of print after two volumes, which
are now to be found in only a few libraries; both volumes are
available from Johnson Reprint Co. for $15. 00 per volume.
Southern California Editor Tom King asked Mr. Vincent to
share with SCA members some of his thoughts about why
SCIENCE OF MAN failed and about popular publication in
general).
SCIENCE OF MAN was initially published by
GEMAC, INC., a commercial publishing company specializing in books and magazines for rockhounds. When I first
started to work I spent nine months, before the first issue
came out, in collecting material for the first year's issues,
contacting college anthropology departments, and putting
out advertizing material I thought would be of value to
students. I explained to anthropology department heads
that the magazine was to be a vehicle for their students in
getting papers published. I found out that nine months is
not too much time to get a year's supply of material in.
When CEMAC gave up the magazine a year later and turned
assets (except for the subscription list) over to me, I was
still about a year ahead on fairly good articles. This
material I continued to publish myself, as issues 8-12, or
Vol. 2. Much of the material I received, however, was
from rockhounds, and as this was more on collecting junk
for good display than it was on archaeology, I had a lot to
discard. It takes time to get good material, and it also
takes good contacts.
The main reason for the failure of SCIENCE OF MAN
was economic. We figured that inorder to make SOM pay,
we would need 4000 subscribers to cover the coast of
typesetting, mailing, clerical work, etc. At the end of the
first year we had a little over 4500 subscribers, which did
not provide enough profit to make the magazine financially
feasible in the publisher's eyes.
Other mistakes alienated the profession and hurt the
magazine seriously. Some material was arbitrarily edited
to make it sound better. An article on Polynesia in the third
issue, for example, came off the press giving the impression
that there was no building material used in the Pacific other
than wood, and that preservation factors were thus
responsible for a lack of data on prehistoric Polynesian
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structures. Since coral was and is used extensively throughout the Pacific, I received a lot of letters about the article.
Advertizing was another problem; it was very difficult to
establish and apply consistent and responsible guidelines
as to vvhat v.;as and v.;as not acceptable advertizing. Thus
our advertizers ended up including almost anyor.e who had
the money- collectors, scavengers, artifact thieves, and
manufacturers of "fakes". It was such things that prevented
many serious people from subscribing and recom!l'ended the
magazine instead to rockhounds and collectors. We did,
though, have many good subscribers - people who wanted to
see the magazine a success and knew the obstacles we were
up against.
Could a popular anthropology journal be a success today?

I believe so, but one must
careful to keep the calibre up,
r.ot be infiltrated by collectors or too rank amateurs. r have
always hoped that I could restart the SOM, but would never
try it on my own and would not want tc become associated
again ivith a commercial publisher. I have tried various
foundations but have found none interested in funding
periodical publications. Perhaps as a college-connected
group with the right contacts, the SCA could make such a
publication pay, but before you err.bark on such a project
remember that it takes time, perserverance, money, and
great care.
GENE VINCENT
Garden Grove,
California

•

COTTONWOOD CREEK, SAN DIEGO
The excavations at the Highway Salvage Project in
Cottonwood Creek, San Diego County were a great deal
more successful than had been anticipated. Although the
original perimeters had been cut away by the waters of
the infamous "1916 Flood" and the construction of a dam
and spillway, the remaining acreage surrendered a number
of valuable cultural attributes.
Rich in data, the first trenches and pits revealed that
the area supported a wide and shallow pond and freerunning stream. It was along the banks of the pond that
early men and their families lived, hunted, and passed
the time. The earliest component at this site appears to
be the Phase III of the Mountain Aspect of the Amargosan
Complex.
The Amargosan component is characterized by the
presence of heavy, short, thick projectile points~ large
cutting and scraping tools of percussion-flaked
felsite; and a number of unshaped manes and metates.
The living areas were characterized by cairn-like rock
features which may prove to be concentrations of cook1ngstones.
Although it is too early for the pollen analysis report,
it appears that the site supported a large plant community
during those early pluvial periods. This is supported by
a much larger quantity of longitudinally split long bones of
larger running animals. The number of projectile points
in relation to faunal material indicate a way of hunting
other than with the aid of projectiles.
The appearance of the second component is defined by
a layer of heavy stream-worn cobbles. Apparently the area
was subjected to a period of pluvial intensification. The
stream action which fed the pond transported those cobbles
from the Laguna Meadows 1200 feet above this particular
mountain pass. During this period, or shortly thereafter,
unknown numbers of people began traveling up into the
mountains from the California and Mohave Deserts.
There is no evidence of a sudden shift in cultural
debris. These new people brough thin, well-shaped, and
generally undecorated pottery called Tizon Brown Ware.
Just exactly when these people first entered the area has
yet to be determined (pending Cl4 dates'. Apparently they
belonged to the Hakatay Folk Tradition, for their living
descendants today speak a Yuman dialect. Some of the
types of Tizon Brown Ware were made in the same tradition
as those found in ancient Walapi sites along the Upper
Colorado River. Others contain paste and temper elements
similar to types of Lower Colorade Buff Ware.
More interesting is the presence of many small

projectile points in the Patayan (Patayan material culture
found in the Hakataya Folk Traditionl Component. This is
an unusual occuren.;:e because the ratio of fauna! material
drops considerably. One might infer, then, that Southern
California stone-tipped arrows were not produced for
hunting.
Other cultural elements found at Cottonwood Creek
hint at a southwestern affinity. Pottery effigies with
coffee-bean eyes, long thin side-notched projectile points,
paddle and anvil pottery, and the deposition of cremations
in those urns suggest that some members of the Hakataya
Tradition must have been in direct contact with the
Hohokam along the Gila River.
It appears, then, that the data recovered from this
summer's excavation has the potential to shed a great
deal of insight into Southern California Prehistoric
cultural origins. It must be added that some of these
statements may be modified and expanded following
completion of the analysis.
CABRILLO COLLEGE DESERT EXPEDITION
Rob Edwards of Cabrillo College will direct excavations
of a site in the Palm Desert-Indio area in date grove country
about half-way between Palm Springs and the Salton Sea.
The expedition will last for two weeks from January 3-14.
It will comprise an intersession course, titled "Field
Experience in Archaeological Techniques," given for
three units credit. Pe~er Schulz and Bob Kautz will serve as
TA's.
The class will excavate a sand midden with multiple
loci which was once probably the edge of a dry lake with
small islands, The lake was dry the last time in the 1700's,
according to Spanish expedition records. The site
probably dates from 1200-1400 A.D, Agriculture is ·known
ethnographically for the area, and many pottery sherds are
present.
Problems to be studied include a) ecological change and
culture adaptation, b) the time depth of local agriculture,
whether pre- or post- Spanish contact, and c) discerning
areas of specialized occupation or utilization by sampling
different loci.
Cooperating individuals and institutions include
Steven McWilliams, Instructor at the College of the Desert;
Phil Wilkie, U. C, Riverside student; Tom King , SCA
Regional Archaeologist for the area; and San Francisco
State College's Treganza Museum and the UCIA Archaeological Survey, which have generously lent equipment.
ROB EDWARDS
December 23, 1971
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Emergency salvage excavations
October in Chino Canyon at Palm Springs, where a Corps
of Engineers flood control channel damaged site Riv-513
(see last l\JEV'/SLETTER, Vol. 5, ~Jc .. 3/4.r p. 2). A 100%
controlled surface collection was conducted, several test
units were excavated, and two structures were exposed .
Each structure was about 5 meters in diameter, ringed with
a single course of boulders, and had bet?n built of poles and
thatch; both had burned. Midden adjacent to the Corps'
channel was about 40 cm. deep; ceramic sherds were
abundant throughout, but the site wa1entirely non-historic.
Analysis, by Michael Gardner, Karen Harmer, and Tom King
is now underway.
Tames Kelly is conducting final surveys in Palm
Canyon in connection with thte City of Palm Springs'
proposed Palm Hills general plan. With the assistance of
State Fish and Game representative Bonner Blong, a long.time resident of the area, some 10 new sites were recorded
during a massive sweep of the middle canyon in early
November. One survey team, however, was lost overnight in
the ex·tremely rugged canyon, finding its way out only after
a cold night holed up in a small shelter. A glutton for
punishment, Kelly will lead a final party into the area in
December. In cooperation with members of the Aqua Caliente
Indian Reservation, preliminary surveys were made in early
November of adjacent Andreas and Murray Canyons by
Sylvia Broadbent, Phil Wilke, and Tom King' a number of
sites were recorded which will be nominated to the National
Register of Historic Places.
'Nith the cooperation of the Southern California
Edison Company and the U.S. Forest Service, Tim White and
Tom King have completed partial surveys of Miller Canyon
and Grass Valley Creek, on the northwest slope of the San
Bernardino Mountains. No archaeological sites were
located on the route of Edison's new high-tension power
line, scheduled for immediate construction. The survey
was conducted almost entirely by helicopter.
Philip Wilke is beginning dissertation research in the
Coachella Valley, dealing with problems concerning the
effects of fluctuating lacustrine environments on Cahuilla
settlement-subsistence systems. Robert Bettinger is
beginning his dissertation work on economic and settlement
systems in Owens Valley, and a minor research program is
being conducted by Wilke, Bettinger, and King on the
natural creation of "archaeological" features in desert
environments.
TOM KING
UC Riverside
November 30, 1971

COLORADO RIVER IN;JIAN TRIBES EXCAVATE LA PAZ

~

On October 11, 19 71 the Colorado River Ir,dian Tribes
began an archaeological excavation at the old m.ining town
~
site of L? Pf'z. This exc<'vation was made possible through
a Ni'tional PC'rk Service matchinc grant to the Tribes under
~
the N 11 tional Historic Preservation Act.of 19f6 .Dorot?Y'
Hall, Museum Director for the Tribes is the Proiect Director
' and Dr. Paul R. Ezell, of San Diego State College is the
Consulting Archaeologist. With the exception of E. J.
Germeshausen, Excavation Supervisor, the crew is all
Indian
Gold was discovered in the vicinity of what is now the
southern end of the Colorado River Reservation in 1861 by
Captain Pauline Weaver. Resulting placer mine activities
in the area led to the establishment of La Paz in 1862.
Almost overnight it became a roaring mining center and an
important port on the Colorado River. Its fame spread from
San Francisco to the Mississippi River, England and into
Mexico. When the Arizona Territory was established in
1864, La Paz was selected as the County Seat of Yuma
County. It missed being the territorial capital by three
votes. At one time the population was estimated to have
been 5, 000 people.
The Colorado River Indian Reservation was set aside in
1865 because of this great influx of people into the territory occupied by Mohave and Chemehuevi Indians. In
1870 the river shifted leaving La Paz two miles from its
banks . This, plus the fact that the gold placers were becoming depleted led to its demise. For a short time in
187 4 the old town came to life again when Companies "F"
and "G" of the 4i:h California Infantry were stationed there
as a supply camp. However, this camp was abondoned in
1875 and since that time La Paz has been deserted.
Buildings were still standing in 1912 but when the river
flooded in that year, the adobe walls melted into mounds
that were all that were visible until the pre sent excavation.
Its secrets are at last being unlocked by archaeologists
and historians beneath these mounds and in old records
and documents .
DOROTHY H. HALL
Colorado River Indian Tribes
Museum
December 6, 1971
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UCR BEGINS HEAVY FIELD SEASON

•

The Archaeological Research Unit at UC Riverside has
begun its second year of existence with a variety of field
projects, Last year's major project, the Perris Reservoir
Archaeological Project, is now in analysis; a final report
will be published by the State Department of Parks and
Recreation late in 197 2. Minor further fieldwork is expected
at Perris in December to clear up problems appearing from
last year's work.
In cooperation with the Mojave River Museum in
Barstow, the ARU conducted excavations in late October at
jellyroll Cave, in the Cinnamonroll Rock area of the Ord
Mountains, San Bernardino County. The small dry cave
deposit was being badly vandalized, and was about 90%
removed in two days of systematic excavation. Only a few
knotted cords and basket fragments were recovered, though
vandals are reported to have removed baskets and rabbit
nets. Another small shelter was recorded nearby and
designated "Goinhome Shelter"; since vandalism in the area
threatens all sites, this site too was excavated, revealing
a cache of some 40-60 scissors snares, a large quantity of
cordage of various kinds, and a large basket fragment with
seeds adhering to one surface. James O'Connell directed
operations, and the sites are now under analysis by P.J.
Wilke and Robert Bettinger.

in land-use decisions. This would mean going to all
local institutions and interested citizens groups, the San
Diego Museum of Man, etc., and ascertaining the location
of the sites most revered sentimentally or for research
purposes. This then, would be transcribed onto maps and
de} t3 cards .
As simple and obvious as this system sounds, no one
institution in the County has such a site-classification
system. The best would be found at the Museum of Man,
but it has not been kept up in recent years and many of the
earlier site recordings are inadequate.
Clearly, if we are ever to successfully protect our
resources for scientific and aesthetic interests, we must
become a part of government and community planning.
Archaeologists must work actively with both government
and private tinterprise. After all, if it were not for human
endeavor we would be out of work .
RON MAY
October 10, 19 71
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NEXT NEWSLETTER
DEADLINE!
FEBRUARY 5th

The Newsletter
encourages everyone
to submit news.

The Society for California Archaeology, Inc., is a nonprofit educational organization under the laws of the
State of California dedicated to promoting the interests
of California Archaeology.
The NEWSLETTER is published five times a year. All
statements in the NEWSLETTER, including editorials, do
not necessarily reflect the opinions of the SCA unless said
statements are signed by the Society's President and
Executive Committee. All other statements are the
opinions of the Editorial staff or of the person(s) and/or
organizations(s) whose name appears below the statement.
OFFICERS OF THE SOCIETY FOR CAUFORNIA ARCHAEOLOGY
PRESIDENT: Dr. Margaret Weide, 1619 Venice Blvd.,
Venice, CA 90291
N. CALIF. VICE:. PRESIDENT: Dr. Makoto Kowta, Dept. of
Anthropology / Chico State College, Chico, CA
95926
S. CALIF. VICE-PRESIDENT: N. Nelson Leonard III,
Archaeological Survey, UCLA Los Angeles, CA 90024
TREASURER: Bobbie Greenwood, 7 25 Jacon Way,
Pacific Palisades, CA 90272
SECRETARY: Linda King, 1089 Broadway Ave., San Jose,
CA 95125

Twenty-three year old honors student in anthropology with
good area background in archaeology and some previous
experience in field work and lab methods seeks paying 2L
non-paying position as crew member, assistant, junior
flunky, etc. , for Spring, 197 2. Act now~ This may be your
last chance to engage in a Socratic dialogue with a bright
but gullible fuzzy-cheeked youngster before computer teaching takes over: Contact:
Patrick Casey
5 7 30 Main Street
South Gate, California 90280
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REVISION OF SCA NEWSLETTER ISSUE NUtv'BERS
Please note that beginning with the next issue, SCA
NEWSLETTERS will be numbered according to the calendar year
rather than beginning with the April issue as in the past.
There will therefore be no issue numbered Volume S, Number 6.

CENTRAL BUSINESS OFFICE MANAGER: Beth Van Dyke,
Dept. of Anthropology, San Francisco State College,
1600 Holloway Ave. , San Francisco, CA 9413 2
·
EDITORIAL STAFF
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF: Linda Klng, 1089 Broadway Ave.,
San Jose, CA 95125
REGIONAL EDITORS:
Southern: Torn King, Dept. of Anthropology, u. c.
Riverside, Riverside, CA 92502
Central: Dr. Jerry Johnson, Dept. of Anthropology,
Sacramento State College, 6000 J Street
Sacramento, CA 95819
Bay: Mary Asturias and Miley Holeman, San Francisco
State College Dept. of Anthropology

Dues continue to be:
REGULAR MEMBER:
STUDENT MEMBER:
INSTITUTIONAL
SUBSCRIPTION:

--$5.00
$2.00

$5. 00 (Newsletter only)

Please mail subscriptions to Central Business Office

soc~.i~,,-.r.
\1FORNIA ARCHAEOLOGY
\
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