
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SOCIETY FOR  
CALIFORNIA ARCHAEOLOGY  

NEWSLETTER  
F O U N D E D  1 9 6 6   V O L U M E  5 0 ,  I S S U E  2   J U N E  2 0 1 6  

IN THIS  

ISSUE: 

 Letter from the 

President 

 Immediate Past 

President Review 

 It’s All About the 

Students 

 2016 SCA Annual 

Meeting Wrap-Up 

 Making Archaeology 

Public Project 

 CASSP Program  

Activities 

 Charles E. Rozaire 

Award for Student 

Research 

 History from Ashes: 

Documenting Sites 

Destroyed in the 

2015 Butte Fire 

 California Maritime 

Archaeology  

 Events Calendar 



 

SCA Newsletter 50(2) – June 2016                        2 

SOCIETY FOR CALIFORNIA ARCHAEOLOGY NEWSLETTER 
VOLUME 50        NUMBER 2        JUNE 2016 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT ........................................................................................................................ 3 

2016-2017 COMMITTEE CHAIRS AND LIAISONS ................................................................................................. 5 

SCA BUSINESS AND ACTIVITIES ...................................................................................................................... 6 

SCA Executive Board Meeting Minutes, March 10, 2016 ........................................................................ 6 

Immediate Past President Review .......................................................................................................... 7 

It’s All About the Students ...................................................................................................................... 8 

SCA Proceedings Submission Deadline ................................................................................................. 8 

2016 SCA Annual Meeting Wrap-Up ...................................................................................................... 9 

The Making Archaeology Public Project ............................................................................................... 13 

Society for Historical Archaeology Liaison Report ................................................................................. 14 

Another Success Story: The 2016 Bennyhoff Quilt Raffle...................................................................... 14 

California Archaeological Site Stewardship Program Activities.............................................................. 15 

SCA NEWS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS................................................................................................................ 17 

Introducing the Charles E. Rozaire Award for Student Research in California Archaeology ................... 17 

Fourth Annual Western Bioarchaeology Group Conference .................................................................. 18 

History from Ashes: Documenting Sites Destroyed in the 2015 Butte Fire ............................................. 19 

California Maritime Archaeology Committee ......................................................................................... 21 

ACRA 22nd Annual Conference ........................................................................................................... 22 

EVENTS CALENDAR ...................................................................................................................................... 23 

 

The Society for California Archaeology Newsletter is a quarterly publication with information essential to California 

archaeology. Opinions, commentary, and editorials appearing in the SCA Newsletter represent the views of the  

authors, not necessarily those of the Board or Editors. 
 
Submissions: The submission deadline for the September 2016 issue of the SCA Newsletter is August 10. All 

contributions will appear on the SCA website unless otherwise specified. Please email submissions to     

newsletter@scahome.org or mail them to the SCA Business Office at 1692 Mangrove Avenue, Suite 153,  

Chico, CA 95926. 
 
Editors: Jill K. Gardner, Managing Editor; Dan Burger, Shelly Davis-King, Kyle Deutsch, Pat Mikkelsen, Michelle 

Treviño, and Peter Von der Porten, Co-Editors. 
 
On the cover:  Photograph of Dr. Charles E. Rozaire, taken at CA-SMI-525 (see page 17). Photo courtesy of the 
Los Angeles Museum of Natural History.  

mailto:newsletter@scahome.org


 

 

LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT 

FTER SERVING THE LAST YEAR AS PRESIDENT-ELECT, 

I was “passed the buck” from Mark Hylkema at our annual 

meeting in Ontario, California, and will serve as your SCA 

President for the coming year. I have learned much from watching 

Mark and outgoing Past President Jennifer Darcangelo who, along 

with Executive Director Denise Wills, have been wonderful men-

tors. I also thank outgoing Board members Michelle Cross and Amy 

Gusick for their leadership and hard work as Northern Vice-

President and Secretary, respectively, and welcome new Board 

members Steve Hilton (President-Elect), Susan Stratton (Northern 

Vice-President), and Adam Gutierrez (Secretary). 
 
For many years, I was a relatively passive consumer of the SCA. I 

paid my dues, attended data sharing and annual meetings, and 

actively read the newsletter and journal. But I was unfamiliar with 

many other aspects of our organization. I knew a little about site 

protection programs like CASSP and the annual awards, but I knew 

much less about our public outreach and engagement with various 

government agencies in policy-making. I was also unaware of the 

tremendous effort, most of it volunteer, that goes into running the 

SCA, especially putting on our annual meetings.  
 
Serving on the Executive Board has given me a crash course on 

our organization. Not some SCA 101 introductory course, but the 

graduate level SCA 757 “Fiscal, Political, and Cultural Dynamics of 

a Not-For Profit Organization.” Nobody had told me about the pre-

requisites. After signing up, I found out that most of my grade is 

based on a class project: the 2017 annual meetings in Yosemite. I 

never thought about it much before, but planning for the meeting 

begins several (!) years in advance. In fact, Yosemite had been 

picked as the destination long  before I even thought about running 

for President. Tremendous work continues from that point forward, 

from pre-meeting site visits, to finding a local arrangements chair, 

to a call for abstracts, to registration, to collecting monies, and to 

organizing field trips, projectors, meeting room spaces, banquets, 

student mixers, the bookroom, the Bennyhoff quilt, workshops, 

posters, printed programs, Board meetings . . . Stop me now! This 

reminds me why I’ve been having trouble sleeping at night (well 

that, and the fact that I’m in my late 40s now).  
 
Fortunately, the SCA has a core of dedicated members who volun-

teer their time to help out with these activities. Over the past year, I 

have worked with dozens of people who have given their time and  
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LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT (CONTINUED) 

brain power toward keeping the SCA motor running. 

Most of us know these people well; they have been 

doing it for decades. But I urge others to get involved, 

as we rely on membership volunteerism. Yes, it’s a 

time commitment. But it’s also very rewarding, both 

socially (you work with great people) and individually 

(you learn about inside operations of a professional 

society and gain valuable information and skills that 

are translatable in other aspects of your career). 
 
As a result of the combined efforts of our volunteers, 

the annual meeting in Ontario was a resounding suc-

cess. We had record attendance, with more than 900 

attendees and over 270 papers and poster presenta-

tions. For presenters, you will have already received 

an email from our new SCA Proceedings series edi-

tor, Allika Ruby, who is taking over editorship from 

Don Laylander (thank you for many years of volun-

teering in this capacity, Don!). The Proceedings is a 

great way to make your results available to other 

SCA members and the public, and I encourage you 

to submit your papers by the July 1 deadline. 
 
I have received many positive comments about the 

workshops, silent auction, banquet, and quality of the 

presentations and posters in Ontario. Of course, 

there are always small snafus and places to improve, 

and with institutional learning, we try to make each 

year better than the previous. If you feel something 

could have been done better, there are many oppor-

tunities to get involved and make a difference. While 

the growth is a good sign, indicating a vibrant society 

and the value people find in attending our meetings, 

it does make it increasingly difficult for our Committee 

for Advanced Annual Meeting Planning (CAAMP) to 

to find suitable venues at a reasonable cost. The 

SCA’s size (currently at ca. 1,120 members) and 

need for meeting space effectively pushes us out of 

many smaller markets. We are now scoping out ven-

ues for the 2019 meeting (2017 in Yosemite; 2018 in 

San Diego), which will take place in the northern half 

of the state. By the way, volunteering for CAAMP is 

also a great way to get involved in the SCA!  
 
The SCA had many other accomplishments during 

the last year, again as the result of member efforts. 

Thanks to several individuals, especially outgoing 

Past President Jennifer Darcangelo, SCA’s video for 

the Making Archaeology Public Project (MAPP) can 

be accessed at http://preservation50.org/mapp (see 

page 13). In addition, thanks to a generous donation, 

we are launching a new award in 2017, the Charles 

E. Rozaire Award for Student Research in California 

Archaeology (see page 17). This award will be of-

fered annually to provide funding for original graduate 

or undergraduate student research projects.  
 
One of the things I have observed as an SCA Board 

member over the last year is the number of requests 

for us to become more politically active in the state. 

These requests come from archaeologists and Native 

Americans who are often seeking assistance to pro-

tect cultural resources from development, or wanting 

higher standards of practice among archaeologists. 

Unlike the Society for American Archaeology, the 

SCA does not employ a lobbyist, as doing so would 

increase dues significantly. Unfortunately, SCA Board 

members are also unable to invest the time to lobby 

local or state governments to do more to protect our 

cultural resources and, moreover, such efforts would 

endanger our status as a non-profit organization.  
 
However, the SCA has a Committee on Professional 

Standards and Ethics (CPSE), chaired by Trish Fer-

nandez, that is working to enact a set of qualifications 

at different professional levels (see details in SCA 

Newsletter 50[1]) and to set criteria for ethical viola-

tions. The SCA has no jurisdiction to enforce such 

standards, although we can encourage agencies and 

institutions to adopt them. This is an important step 

toward addressing some of the concerns that have 

been brought to the SCA Board. If you have concerns 

or comments for the CPSE, please email Trish at 

tfernandez@incontext.co or contact any Board mem-

ber—but don’t be surprised if we ask you to help out! 

Mark Hylkema “Passing the Buck” to Jelmer Eerkens 

(left). Photo by Ross Way. 

http://preservation50.org/mapp/
mailto:tfernandez@incontext.co


 

 

2016-2017 COMMITTEE CHAIRS AND LIAISONS 

Advanced Annual Meeting Planning 

Adie Whitaker 

Adie@farwestern.com  

Annual Meeting Local Arrangements 

Kristina Roper 

kroper@wildblue.net 

Gregory Burns 

grburns@gmail.com 

Annual Meeting Program  

Adie Whitaker 

Adie@farwestern.com  

Archaeology Month Representative  

Annemarie Cox 

annemarie.cox100@gmail.com 

Bennyhoff Memorial Award 

Terry Joslin 

(805) 235-9747 

tjoslin@ccarchaeology.com 

California Archaeological Site  

Stewardship Program 

Beth and Chris Padon 

(562) 595-3995 

bpadon@discoveryworks.com 

cpadon@discoveryworks.com  

Climate Change  

Sandra Pentney 

spentney@gmail.com 

Curation  

Wendy Teeter  

(310) 825-1864  

wteeter@arts.ucla.edu 

Cindy Stankowski  

(760) 291-0370  

cstankowski@sandiegoarchaeology.org 

Grants and Fundraising  

Kim Cuevas  

fundraising@scahome.org 

Journal (California Archaeology) 

Terry Jones 

californiaarchaeology@calpoly.edu 

Membership Committee 

Tom Wheeler 

1wheeler1743@att.net 

Native American Programs  

Gregg Castro  

napc@scahome.org 

Executive Board Nominations 

Committee  

Patricia Mikkelsen  

(530) 756-3941 

pat@farwestern.com 

Lynn Gamble  

gamble@anth.ucsb.edu 

Proceedings  

Allika Ruby 

allika@farwestern.com 

Professional Standards and Ethics  

Trish Fernandez  

tfernandez@incontext.co 

SCA Newsletter  

Jill K. Gardner 

newsletter@scahome.org 

Site Conservation  

John W. Foster 

parkarky@yahoo.com 

Greg White  

gwhite@subterraconsulting.com 

Student Member Committee  

Melanie Beasley  

(916) 524-4258  

melbeasley@yahoo.com 

Kaitlin Brown 

kt.brown@yahoo.com 
 
Volunteer Coordinator  

Darren Andolina 

andolinadarren@gmail.com 
 
Website Coordinator 

Denise Wills  

(530) 342-3537  

office@scahome.org 

Women in California Archaeology  

Seetha Reddy  

reddyanthropology@gmail.com  

Committee Chairs 

American Cultural Resource 

Association Liaison  

Shelly Davis-King  

(209) 928-3443  

shellydk@frontiernet.net 

 

California Council for the 

Promotion of History Liaison 

Shelly Davis-King  

(209) 928-3443  

shellydk@frontiernet.net 
 
California Office of Historic  

Preservation Liaison  

Anmarie Medin 

anmarie.medin@parks.ca.gov 
 
Information Center Liaison  

Amy Huberland  

ahuberland@csuchico.edu 
 
Legislation Liaison  

Samantha Schell  

schellsamantha2012@gmail.com 
 
Society for American Archaeology  

Liaison 

Arleen Garcia-Herbst  

(858) 333-7202 

arleen@spindriftarchaeology.com 
 
Society for Historical 

Archaeology Liaison 

Karen Swope  

(505) 323-8300 

kswope@sricrm.com 
 
State Historical Resources  

Commission Liaison  

C. Kristina Roper  

(559) 561-3816 

kroper@wildblue.net 

 

Open Committee Chair Positions 

Publicity 

Liaisons 
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SCA BUSINESS AND ACTIVITIES 

SCA Executive Board Meeting Minutes, March 10, 2016 
Amy Gusick, Secretary 

SCA Executive Board  Meeting, Ontario, California, 
March 10, 2016 
 

Board 

Mark Hylkema (President) 

Jelmer Eerkens (President-Elect) 

Jennifer Darcangelo (Immediate Past President) 

Michelle Cross (Northern California Vice-President) 

Barbara Tejada (Southern California Vice-President) 

Maggie Trumbly (Treasurer) 

Amy Gusick (Secretary) 

Denise Wills (Executive Director) 
 
Visitors 

Mandi Martinez 

Gregg Castro 

Mike DeGiovine 

Sandra Pentney 

Terry Jones 
 
Meeting Opening, Presidential Greeting, Approve 

Minutes of January Meeting, Review Action Items 
 
Mark Hylkema opened the meeting, and the minutes 

of the January 2016 meeting were approved. Mark 

reported that attendance was impressively high at this 

year’s SCA meeting, although there were fewer of the 

all-important volunteers. A plan is being developed to 

submit to the State Historic Preservation Office to 

search for creative ways to resolve this issue, such as 

funding to the SCA for public outreach.  
 
Business Office and Treasurer’s Report 
 
The SCA has 1,100+ members and there were 657 pre- 

registrations for this year’s meeting. We expect to earn 

$90,000 in revenue this year. SCA Treasurer Maggie 

Trumbly proposed that checks and balances be put in 

place for accounting, including two signatures for large 

checks. She is currently in the process of streamlining 

the accounting process. 
 
Review of Recent Issue Regarding Potential for 

Native American Protest 
 
There was potential for a Native American protest at 

this year’s SCA meeting, but Mark Hylkema was able  

to diffuse the situation. This was the second year such 

protest threats were made. In the future, the Board will 

conduct conference calls/meetings to decide on the 

appropriate responses to controversial issues. 
 
Native American Programs Committee Update  
 
The NAPC is updating the SCA NAPC Sourcebook, 

which is now more than 10 years old and does not 

include the AB52 and consultation processes. The 

NAPC wants to provide outreach to large and small 

tribal communities, as well as to encourage tribes to 

become more involved in the SCA and attend the 

meetings. 
 
Posting Images of Human Remains That Are Not 

Native American  
 
The Board is seeking to implement a policy that if and 

when images of non-native human remains are to 

appear in an SCA-sponsored presentation, it should 

include a disclaimer. Guidelines for referencing such 

photos would be listed in the call for papers. 
 
Climate Change Committee Update 
 
Michael Newland (the previous committee chair) has 

been continuing the coastal survey for the climate 

change project. In San Diego County, the survey is 

almost complete within some of the federal lands. 

The current chair, Sandra Pentney, is attempting to 

gain access to other landholding agencies. She is also 

researching the use of drones for remote sensing and 

photogrammetry for reconstructing the coast.  
 
Update on California Archaeology  
 
Maney Publishing, which had been publishing the 

SCA’s journal California Archaeology, was recently 

sold to Taylor and Francis. This transition has been 

fraught with problems for the journal staff. If these 

problems persist, it may be necessary to look for a 

different publishing company.  

  
Mark Hylkema moved to adjourn the meeting. 

Michelle Cross seconded. Vote: yes 7, no 0. The 

meeting was adjourned at 3:25 p.m. 



 

 

 

Immediate Past President Review 

Mark Hylkema 

a success, according to the input I received from 

many who were in attendance? Particularly moving 

was the song sung by Sunteya Steinruk (Tolowa 

Dee’ni’), which had us all smiling at her bravery and 

beautiful voice. Hearing from our founders was very 

important as well, and we enjoyed their off-the-cuff 

remarks. You can’t contrive an experience like that, 

and I’m happy that it turned out so well. 

Presenting awards at the SCA Awards Banquet is a 

special privilege that the Board carries out, but it was 

a particular joy for me to see Terry Jones receive the 

Lifetime Achievement award. Although Terry opined 

that he still had a lot more life to go and that this 

award is frequently given to older members, I replied 

that yes, of course that’s true, but that he had already 

reached a level of recognition that seemed to be  

appropriate for our 50th anniversary conference.  

On another note, I will always remember the stand-

ing ovation that Dr. Charles Rozaire received for 

his generous financial donation to the SCA for the 

creation of an annual endowment to support stu-

dents. I had previously talked with him about his life 

experiences in archaeology and learned that he 

had particularly extensive recollections. It was a 

pleasure to shake his hand during the awards cere-

mony, but as his assistant wheeled him out of the 

banquet, I felt that the timing of his recognition 

could not have been more urgent and appropriate. 

Not surprisingly, Dr. Rozaire passed away just a 

short time later, and I can still feel his hand in mine. 

Well, there is much more I would like to note, but I 

don’t want to burden our readers with too much 

reflection. However, I do want to acknowledge the  

many volunteers (see page 10) and supporters who 

made the annual meeting in Ontario work so well. A 

special thanks to all of you!!! 

Annual Meeting Planning Team 
 
 Scott Williams, Program Chair 

 Mike DeGiovine, Local Arrangements 

 Elizabeth Scott-Jones, Registration Coordinator 

T HAS BEEN A GREAT PRIVILEGE AND   

honor to serve as President of the Society for 

California Archaeology during the 2015-2016 

term year. The Board and committee chairs worked 

diligently to keep our organization solvent, and our 

outreach to the public and sponsorship of archaeo-

logical causes this past year have been outstanding. 

Culminating with the 50th annual SCA conference in 

Ontario, we came together as a family and showed 

that our organization is alive, well, and eagerly mov-

ing forward towards the next 50 years. 

In reviewing the Ontario meeting, I want to highlight 

a few instances that I found to be particularly memo-

rable. The first was the ability to host the Native 

American awardees at the Presidential Suite for an 

evening of food and social interaction. Gregg Castro 

and his wife Eolanda brought an enormous spread 

of food, and Shelly Davis-King contributed as well. In 

addition to the SCA Board members and Native 

American awardees, several Tribal Historic Preser-

vation Officers were in attendance, and I learned a 

great deal about some of the challenges facing their 

tribal constituents today. It was also fun to find that 

so many of the older tribal folks I have met in my life 

as a younger man are now, in many cases, revered 

elders, and we were able to exchange insights about 

these significant folks.  

I thought that the plenary presentations were espe-

cially relevant and well done. Unfortunately, Scott 

Williams, our Programs Chair, had to cancel at the 

last minute due to a family emergency, so Jennifer 

Darcangelo, Terry Jones, and I stepped up to emcee 

the event. Let me tell you, it is not easy ad-libbing 

with a microphone while trying to keep the order of 

presentations moving along. Similarly, learning that 

our keynote speaker, Dr. Kevin Padian, had devel-

oped an emergency gastrointestinal issue the very 

morning of the awards banquet did little to calm my 

already frayed nerves.  

In a discussion with Shelly Davis-King, we decided to 

set up a couple of microphones on the intercom in 

the banquet room and do a little audience participa-

tion. Who could have predicted that it would be such  

I 
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SCA BUSINESS AND ACTIVITIES (CONTINUED) 
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 Shelly Davis-King, Banquet Coordinator 

 Kristina Roper and Mandi Martinez, Silent Auction 

Coordinators 

 Jeannine Pedersen-Guzman, Field Trip Coordinator 

 Gregory Burns, Audio Visual Coordinator 

 Darren Andolina, Volunteer Coordinator 

 Kim Cuevas, Fundraising Coordinator 

 Sannie Osborn, Book Room Coordinator 

 Gregg Castro and Cassandra Hensher, Native 

American Programs 

 

SCA Committee and Liaison Chairs for 2015-2016 
 

 Adie Whitaker, Advanced Annual Meeting Planning 

Chair  

 Michael DeGiovine, Annual Meeting Local Arrange-

ments Chair 

 Scott Williams, Annual Meeting Program Coordinator 

 Annemarie Cox, Archaeology Month Representative 

 Terry Joslin, Bennyhoff Memorial Award Coordinator 

 Beth and Chris Padon, California Archaeological 

Site Stewardship Program (CASSP) Coordinators 

 Sandra Pentney, Climate Change Coordinator 

 Wendy Teeter and Cindy Stankowski, Curation 

 Kim Cuevas, Grants and Fundraising 

 Terry Jones, California Archaeology (SCA journal) 

 Peter Von der Porten, SCA Newsletter 

 Patricia Mikkelsen and Lynn Gamble, Nominations 

Committee 

 Don Laylander, SCA Proceedings 

 Trish Fernandez, Professional Standards and Ethics 

SCA BUSINESS AND ACTIVITIES (CONTINUED) 

SCA Newsletter 50(2) – June 2016               

ARLIER THIS YEAR, THE EXECUTIVE BOARD 

gave me an action item. The directive: Research 

SCA student membership rates and benefits with 

comparable, non-profit organizations, including inter-

national, national, and state archaeological societies.  

At this time, student members receive all the benefits 

of regular members. To encourage and support stu-

dent participation, the SCA requires a smaller fee of 

$30.00 for membership. The SCA is committed to 

providing sustainable programs, benefits, and net-

working opportunities for student members. In the 

September issue of the newsletter, I will give a brief 

report on the results of my research.  

 John W. Foster and Greg White, Site Conservation 

 Melanie Beasley and Kaitlin Brown, Student     

Member Committee 

 Darren Andolina, Volunteer Coordinator 

 Denise Wills, Website Coordinator 

 Seetha Reddy, Women in California Archaeology 

 Shelly Davis-King, American Cultural Resource  

Association Liaison 

 Shelly Davis-King, California Council for the        

Promotion of History Liaison 

 Amy Huberland, Information Center Liaison 

 Samantha Schell, Legislation Liaison 

SCA Proceedings Submission Deadline 

Allika Ruby, Editor 

HANKS TO EVERYONE FOR HELPING TO 

make this year’s SCA meeting such a success. 

Please consider submitting your paper to the 

SCA Proceedings so that your research will reach 

all of our members. I have taken over the editorship 

duties of the Proceedings from Don Laylander, who 

served as editor for the past six years. All papers 

presented at the meeting are eligible for publication, 

provided they have not been previously published 

elsewhere. Submissions are due on July 1, 2016. 

The submission guidelines are available on the SCA 

home page at: 

https://scahome.org/sca-publications/proceeding-

submissions. 

All articles will be edited to follow the most recent 

style guide of the Society for American Archaeology, 

available at: 

http://saa.org/Portals/0/SAA/Publications/Style 

Guide/StyleGuide_Final_813.pdf. 

It’s All About the Students  
Annemarie Cox 

E 

T 

http://scahome.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=42cc815205edcb09b0a535a5a&id=2bbd7b301d&e=50b95bd7ba
http://scahome.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=42cc815205edcb09b0a535a5a&id=2bbd7b301d&e=50b95bd7ba
http://saa.org/Portals/0/SAA/Publications/StyleGuide/StyleGuide_Final_813.pdf
http://scahome.us4.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=42cc815205edcb09b0a535a5a&id=e3d012de8c&e=50b95bd7ba
http://scahome.us4.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=42cc815205edcb09b0a535a5a&id=e3d012de8c&e=50b95bd7ba


 

 

HE 50TH ANNUAL MEETING OF THE SOCIETY 

for California Archaeology was held at the 

DoubleTree by Hilton Hotel Ontario Airport 

from March 10 through 13, 2016. Pre-registration 

was well over 600 and on-site registrations brought 

that number up even higher, making this one of the 

largest Annual Meetings ever.  

Good Vibrations: 2016 Plenary Session 

Just as in any life, turning 50 is a moment of reflec-

tion. Since 1966, the perspectives, methods, inter-

pretations, and logistics of archaeology in the Golden 

State have changed remarkably over that time.  

This year’s plenary speakers—Scott Williams, Mark 

Hylkema, Joseph Chartkoff, Kent Lightfoot, Terry 

Jones, Mona Tucker, Richard Hughes, Rebecca 

Allen, Mary Maniery, Julianne Polanco, and William 

Hildebrandt—presented information about the history 

of the SCA, as well as personal stories and histories 

about the founding of the SCA, changes in the ways 

of conducting business in California archaeology, 

improvements in interpretations, and interactions 

with not only agencies and stakeholders, but also 

with “the public” (and how “we” see “them” and vice 

versa). These were insightful views into our past, 

with a positive and cautious look toward the future, 

both near and distant. 

Workshops 

Four workshops were held on Thursday: “Identi-

fying Clovis Lithics in the Desert West,” by Michael 

Rondeau (Rondeau Archeological); “Introduction to 

Comparative Osteology” and “Advanced Human 

Osteology,” by Melanie Beasley (UCSD); and 

“Consulting with the California SHPO Under Section 

106,” by Anmarie Medin, Jessica Tudor, and Bren-

don Greenaway (Office of Historic Preservation). 

“Let’s Do Lunch—A Student Networking Event” was 

held on Saturday, providing opportunities for senior 

and aspiring/new  archaeologists to learn from each 

other and to meet people they might not otherwise 

have the chance to meet.  

2016 SCA Annual Meeting Wrap-Up 

Michael DeGiovine, Local Arrangements Chair 

Silent Auction 

This year’s event was held at the Planes of Fame 

Museum in nearby Chino, and sold out to a capacity 

crowd of 500 before the meeting even began. Dad’s 

Tacos provided the comida, and a broad spectrum of 

beer, wine, and non-alcoholic beverages was avail-

able thanks to the many donors for the event. Event-

goers were able to bid on the numerous donated 

auction items while marveling at the still-airworthy 

aircraft, which included a Boeing P26-A (the only 

flying one in existence!), multiple models of the P51 

Mustang, and an F4-U Corsair. 

Awards Banquet 

Due to a last-minute emergency cancellation, our 

keynote speaker, Dr. Kevin Padian, was unavailable 

to attend the banquet, but our own President Mark 

Hylkema rallied and carried the evening, soliciting 

fond memories of the past 50 years from those of us 

who have been around long enough to see things 

change over time. 

Field Trip 

This year’s field trip was to the John D. Cooper    

Archaeological and Paleontological Center in Santa 

Ana. The group met with the director and curator of 

the Center and had the opportunity to tour its labs  

Annual Meeting participants attending a presentation by 

Rebecca Allen. Photo by Peter Von der Porten. 

T 
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and storage facilities. It was a great opportunity to 

see the curation side of archaeology, something that 

is not often considered once the boxes are shipped 

off at the end of a project.  

Next Year 

Everyone is excited to meet up again next year at 

the 51st SCA Annual Meeting. It will be held at the 

Tenaya Lodge just outside Yosemite National Park’s 

South Gate, and will take place between Thursday, 

March 9, and Sunday, March 12, 2017. 

See you then! 

 

The SCA thanks everyone who generously contrib-

uted their time, money, and resources to make the 

2016 Annual Meeting as successful and fun as it 

was. The following is the list of underwriters, donors, 

and volunteers who made those Good Vibrations 

possible this year. 

Meeting Underwriters 

Applied Earthworks, Inc.  

ASM Affiliates, Inc.  

Browning Cultural Resources, Inc. 

Cogstone Resource Management, Inc. 

Environmental Science Associates (ESA) 

Far Western Anthropological Research Group, Inc. 

Karen and Keith Johnson  

Keith Dixon  

Kent Lightfoot  

Mary and Adrian Praetzellis  

NWB Environmental Services, LLC  

Pacific Gas and Electric Company 

PAR Environmental, Inc. (Mary and James Maniery) 

Statistical Research, Inc.  

Office of Historic Preservation  

Susan Hector and Michael Sampson 

 

 

 

Robert Johnson 

Tacy Kennedy 

Meagan Kersten 

Robin Kurashewich 

Amanda Lanier 

Lauren Mirasol 

Carie Montero 

Courtney Montgomery 

Ruth Musser-Lopez 

Michelle Noble 

Lylliam Posadas 

Sergio Roman 

Andrea Schlientz 

Kimberly Stahl 

Ashlee Taylor 

Mallory Triplett 

Thomas Wheeler 

Laurel Zickler-Martin 

Bill Stillman 

Silent Auction Beverage Donors 

 
ASM Affiliates, Inc. 

Cardno, Inc. 

ECORP Consulting, Inc. 

Epsilon Systems Solutions, Inc. 

GEI Consultants, Inc. 

Native American Programs Committee  

NWB Environmental Services, LLC 

Pacific Legacy, Inc. 

PanGIS, Inc. 

SCA President’s Table 

Scientific Resource Surveys, Inc. 

Sierra Valley Cultural Planning 

Stantec Consulting Services, Inc. 

Conference Volunteers 
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Josh Allen 

Edgar Alvarez 

Katherine Arellano 

Victoria Avalos 

Thomas Banghart 

Robert Beer 

Ashley Betters 

Noemi Bustamante 

Margaret Carpio 

Kyle Crebbin 

Ebony Creswell 

Shelly Davis-King 

GeorgeAnn DeAntoni 

Tricia Dodds 

Hayley Elsken 

Jacqueline Farrington 

Julia Franco 

Curtis Grasso 

Rachel Hennessy 

Michelle Cross and 

baby Max at the Silent 

Auction that was held 

at the Planes of Fame 

Museum (photographer 

unknown). 
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2016 Annual Meeting Awards 
 

David A. Fredrickson Lifetime Achievement Award 

Terry L. Jones 
 

Mark Raymond Harrington Award for 

Conservation Archaeology 

Amy Gilreath 
 

Martin A. Baumhoff Special Achievement Award 

Jeanne Arnold 
 

Thomas F. King Award for Excellence in 

Cultural Resources Management 

Susan K. Goldberg 
 

California Indian Heritage Preservation Award 

Ernest Siva 
 

Golden Shovel Award 

Douglas S. McIntosh 
 

James A. Bennyhoff Award 

Gregory R. Burns and Susan Talcott 
 

SCA Native American Program Committee 

California Indian Scholarships 

Barbara Durham, Timbisha Shoshone 

Suntayea Steinruck, Tolowa Dee-ni’ 

Morning Star Gali, Ajumawi Pit River 

Chris Brown, Kosealekte Pit River 

Kanyon Sayers-Roods, Mutsun Ohlone/Chumash 
 

2016 Outstanding Student Paper Award 

Differentiating Hospital Interred Individuals from the Larger 
Cemetery Population: The Curious Case of SCVMC Buttons 

Lisa Bright 
 

(Go to scahome.org/sca-meeting-awards for award descriptions.) 

 

 

Douglas McIntosh accepting the Golden Shovel Award from 

Beth Padon (left), Jay Lloyd (second from left), and Kristina 

Roper  (right). Photo by Ross Way. 

Amy Gilreath accepting the Mark Raymond Harrington 

Award for Conservation Archaeology from Mark Hylkema 

(left) and Bill Hildebrandt (right). Photo by Ross Way. 

Terry Jones (center) accepting the David A. Fredrickson 

Lifetime Achievement Award from Mark Hylkema (left) 

and Kelsey Jones (right). Photo by Ross Way. 

Ernest Siva accepting the California Indian 

Heritage Preservation Award, flanked by 

June Siva. Photo by Ross Way. 
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Gregory Burns accepting the James A. 

Bennyhoff Award from Mark Hylkema (far 

right) and Tom Origer (second from right). 

Photo by Ross Way. 
Master of Ceremonies, Mark 

Hylkema. Photo by Ross Way. 

SCA Native American Program Committee. Standing (left to 

right): Chris Brown, Gregg Castro, Suntayea Steinruck, Johnny 

Dick, and Tom Carsoner. Kneeling (left to right): Myra Herrmann, 

Kanyon “Coyote Woman” Sayers-Rood, and Kathleen Jernigan. 

Photo by Ross Way. 

The Thomas F. King Award for Excellence in 

Cultural Resources Management winner 

was Susan K. Goldberg (not present). Mike 

Moratto (right) presenting, Mary Baloian 

(center) accepting, and Mark Hylkema (left); 

Susan Goldberg (inset bottom right). Photo 

by Ross Way. 

Beth Padon, Mary Jespersen, Martin Jespersen, and 

Chris Padon flanking the CASSP poster. Photo by Peter 

Von der Porten. 

Joseph Chartkoff speaking at the Awards 

Banquet. Photo by Ross Way. 
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The PCAS bookroom table. Photo 

by Peter Von der Porten. 

Michelle Cross at the Stantic 

Silent Auction Table. Photo 

by Peter Von der Porten. 
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The Making Archaeology Public Project 

Richard Ciolek-Torrello, MAPP Committee Member 
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HE SCA IS PROUD TO ANNOUNCE THAT CALIFORNIA’S VIDEO CONTRIBUTION TO THE NATIONAL 

Making Archaeology Public Project (MAPP) is now live on the website http://preservation50.org/mapp. 

MAPP celebrates the passage of the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) 50 years ago. Organiza-

tions and communities all over the United States have been planning events and initiatives to celebrate the 

preservation of places and the educational and cultural benefits that have resulted from compliance with the 

NHPA. One of these initiatives is MAPP. 

 

The basic idea of MAPP, which is endorsed by the Society for American Archaeology, the Society for Historical 

Archaeology, the Register of Professional Archaeologists, and the American Cultural Resources Association, is 

that archaeologists within each state have worked together to answer the question: What are the most im-

portant insights into life in the past that we have gained from NHPA-mandated archaeology? The end product of 

MAPP is a series of short videos placed on the website of Preservation 50, the clearinghouse for events nation-

wide celebrating the 50th anniversary of the NHPA. All of the videos are linked through an interactive map of the 

United States. Viewers can click on each state to see what we have learned. 
 
The California video has been produced by the SCA’s MAPP committee (Jennifer Darcangelo, Richard Ciolek-

Torrello, Donn Grenda, and Kelly McGuire) in partnership with Cinnabar Video. The video could not have been 

completed, however, without the generous donations of individual SCA members, several private CRM firms, 

the California Office of Historic Preservation, the U.S. Bureau of Land Management, California State Parks, 

Southern California Edison, and Pacific Gas & Electric, who all answered our call for help. A hearty Thank You 

to all who donated to this endeavor! 
 
The video looks at the NHPA in California over the last 50 years through the window of obsidian—specifically, 

what hydration and sourcing studies have revealed about changing territorial patterns, and how the NHPA has 

brought Native Americans into an active role in archaeological research. So, when you have a chance, copy the 

above link into your browser and watch this and other MAPP videos. To view the video, visit the site at http://

preservation50.org/mapp and click on California. 

 

Making Archaeology Public Underwriters 
 

Far Western Anthropological Research Group 

California Office of Historic Preservation 

Bureau of Land Management 

Southern California Edison 

NWB Environmental Services 

Michael Glassow 

Statistical Research, Inc. 

Cogstone 

Pacific Gas & Electric 

Anonymous SCA Member 

Richard Ciolek-Torello 

Pacific Legacy 

Garcia & Associates 

 

T 

Dudek 

California State Parks 

Jennifer Darcangelo 

Jelmer Eerkens 

Jim Cassidy 

Virginia Bickford 

Mark Kowta 

Kristina Roper 

Ellen Johnck 

Denise Wills 

Natalie Brodie 

Ken Hedges 

http://preservation50.org/mapp/
http://preservation50.org/mapp
http://preservation50.org/mapp
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Society for Historical Archaeology Liaison Report 

Karen K. Swope, Society for Historical Archaeology Liaison  

ENJOYED CONNECTING WITH SO MANY OF 

you at the SHA table in the bookroom at the    

Ontario meeting. If you picked up SHA publica-

tion information at the meeting, it’s not too late to 

place your order, but it must be received by Monday, 

June 20. Send orders to Karen Hutchison, SHA Exec-

utive Director, via email at karen@sha.org or by mail 

at Society for Historical Archaeology, 13017 Wisteria 

Drive, #395, in Germantown, MD 20874. Please indi-

cate that you are applying the conference discount 

from the SCA meetings in Ontario. 

The SHA will celebrate its 50th anniversary at the 50th 

Annual Conference on Historical and Underwater 

Archaeology, in Fort Worth, Texas, between January 4 

and 8, 2017. The Call for Papers is open, with a final  

 

 

 

 

 

submission deadline of June 30, 2016. The conference 

theme is “Advancing Frontiers: Where the Next 50 

Years of SHA Begin,” in acknowledgement of the pio-

neering spirit of innovation and advancement in the 

field of archaeological and historical studies that 

drives forward our understanding of history. Confer-

ence details and the online abstract submission tool 

are available at https://sha.org/conferences and on 

social media using the hashtag #SHA2017. 

I 

Another Success Story: The 2016 Bennyhoff Quilt Raffle 

Pat Mikkelsen and Tom Origer, Bennyhoff Award Committee Members 

HE JAMES A. BENNYHOFF MEMORIAL FUND 

Award Quilt raffle was a great success in its 

second year, with the money going toward the annual 

$1,000 cash award. Bennyhoff Committee members 

and others (thank you especially to Janine Origer) 

were at the table selling tickets every day up until the 

Saturday evening Awards Dinner. A total of $2,176 

was collected from many generous individuals.  

The quilt was crafted from material collected by David 

Fredrickson, and saved by Tom Origer after Dave’s 

death in 2012. Fittingly, the prize winner this year was 

Adrian Praetzellis, who took over as Professor of An-

thropology and Director of the Anthropological Studies 

Center upon Dave’s retirement from Sonoma State. 

Adrian has the quilt proudly displayed in his home. 

Far Western was responsible for the quilt making this 

year, but had outside help from Julia Huddleson, who 

organized everything and spent many, many hours 

making the individual squares into a quilt. Laurie Hilde-

brandt, Jill Eubanks, and Kathy Davis assisted Julia at 

every step. The Far Western square makers included 

T 

The 2016 Bennyhoff quilt. 

Jill Eubanks and Laura Leach-Palm (four squares 

each); Bill Hildebrandt, Laurie Hildebrandt, and Pat 

Mikkelsen (two squares each); with Jill Flores, Lin 

Wang, Maria Wlasiuk, Angela Kingsley, Shannon 

DeArmond, Ruth Zipfel, Victoria Vasquez, and Erin 

Eason each contributing one square. 

Next year’s quilt is being handcrafted under the 

leadership of Beth and Chris Padon by the folks 

associated with the CASSP Program. So be sure to 

look for it at the 2017 Annual Meeting. 

mailto:karen@sha.org
https://sha.org/conferences
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California Archaeological Site Stewardship Program Activities 

Beth and Chris Padon, CASSP Coordinators 

HE SCA ANNUAL MEETING HELD IN ONTARIO 

in March brought many site stewards and agency 

archaeologists to the annual CASSP Committee 

meeting. More than 40 people attended to share their 

experiences, concerns, and ideas about site steward-

ship. Everyone appreciated the new CASSP Facebook 

page for boosting the visibility of the program and bring-

ing new awareness of site protection to the general 

public. We also discussed the effectiveness of different 

types of public outreach, Archaeology Month booths, 

and other exhibits and displays. All agreed that public 

outreach about archaeological and heritage resources 

is essential. Thank you to all the attendees at this com-

mittee meeting for making it so productive.  

 

On Saturday, March 12, there was a poster session 

on site stewardship. Along with the CASSP coordina-

tors, this session included six posters. Fran and Sandy 

Rogers presented on the site stewardship advanced 

workshop held in 2015 at the Maturango Museum in 

Ridgecrest. Fifteen site stewards and three interns 

from Cerro Coso College spent a day to re-bag and 

inventory several hundred artifacts from 1950s and 

1960s collections from the Kernville Ranger District, 

Sequoia National Forest. Rich Abele and Lygeia 

Gerard showed a poster about site stewardship by the 

Friends of Public Lands Cabins for the BLM Ridge-

crest area. Paul Engel, archaeologist with Point Reyes    

National Seashore, displayed a poster illustrating the 

many tasks accomplished by the site stewards at this 

location: Nancy August, Peter Van der Naillen, Jane 

O’Donnell, Pat Monaco, and Deb Hendricks. Erik Za-

borsky, archaeologist at the BLM Hollister Field Office, 

along with several site stewards, have been working 

on the Coast Dairies property near Santa Cruz. The 

site stewards—Mary Gerbic, Chelsea Herman, Beth 

Armstrong, and Nancy O’Shea—created a poster 

about their efforts to record and document the histori-

cal features of this area. Site steward Donna Gillette 

and her intern Tany McCaw at Cal State San Luis 

Obispo presented a poster on how site stewardship 

can go beyond the field by assisting with artifact identi-

fication and curation at the Dana Adobe. The poster 

by site stewards Mary Jespersen, Martin Jespersen, 

and Mike Savala consisted of photographs of rock art  

at several archaeological sites in the Mojave Desert. 

Their poster included several pictures illustrating the 

use of DStretch. Thanks to everyone who participated 

at the CASSP poster session. You do excellent work. 
 
At the conference banquet this year, site steward Doug 

McIntosh received the SCA Golden Shovel Award. He 

has served as a field archaeologist for almost 30 years 

with many professional CRM firms. This award recog-

nizes his exemplary fieldwork, consistent attention to 

details, and great knowledge about prehistoric and 

historic resources. In addition to his outstanding work 

record, Doug has volunteered in local public schools 

and in stewardship for the Western Divide Ranger Dis-

trict in the Sequoia National Forest. Congratulations, 

Doug! 
 

CASSP Workshops 
 
We are pleased to announce that three more CASSP 

training workshops are scheduled for this summer 

and fall:   
 
On June 11 and 12, Alex Verdugo, USFS archaeolo-

gist, will host the site stewardship workshop at the 

Hume Lake Ranger District, Sequoia National Forest 

and Giant Sequoia National Monument. The Hume 

Lake Ranger District office is located in Dunlap.  
 
On July 9 and 10, Linn Gassaway, USFS archaeolo-

gist, will host the CASSP workshop at Lassen National 

Forest in Susanville, along with the BLM Eagle Lake 

Field Office archaeologists, Sharynn Blood and Marilla 

Martin. The workshop coordinators also collaborate 

with Samantha Rubinson of the Nevada Site Steward-

ship Program, and offers bi-state opportunities for the 

volunteers.  
 
On September 10 and 11, Amy Girado, BLM archaeol-

ogist, will host the last 2016 CASSP volunteer training 

at the BLM Bakersfield Field Office.  
 
If you are interested in becoming a site steward, please 

visit the CASSP web site at www.cassp.org for more 

details about the program and procedures for workshop 

registration. Because space is limited to 25 participants, 

registration before the workshop is required. 

T 
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The CASSP committee held an open meeting during the 

Annual Meeting in Ontario. Photo by Chris Padon. 

There were seven posters in the CASSP session 

at the Annual Meeting. Photo by Mary Gerbic. 

The poster about the Coast Dairies showed site stewards 

documenting historic buildings. Photo by Mary Gerbic. 

The Friends of Public Lands Cabins help protect historic 

cabins at old mining claims in the Mojave Desert. Photo by 

Mary Gerbic. 

Many people who visited the bookroom stopped to view the 

posters. Photo by Mary Gerbic. 

The 2016 Golden Shovel Award was presented to 

Doug McIntosh for his outstanding professional 

field work. He is also a site steward at the Sequoia 

National Forest. Photo provided by Doug McIntosh. 
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Introducing the Charles E. Rozaire Award for Student Research in 

California Archaeology  

S A YOUNG MAN IN THE 1940s, CHARLES 

Rozaire was an active volunteer at the South-

west Museum, working with Mark Harrington 

and others at various sites in western North America. 

Inspired by these experiences, he received his Ph.D. 

from UCLA in 1957, writing about ancient twined 

weaving techniques. Following his Ph.D., he worked 

at the Nevada State Museum until accepting a job at 

the Natural History Museum in Los Angeles, where 

he spent the majority of his career. Dr. Rozaire made 

lasting contributions to California and maritime ar-

chaeology through his work on the California Chan-

nel Islands. The collections he made, as well as his 

field notes, continue to be important sources of    

research material for archaeologists today.  
 
Throughout his career, Dr. Rozaire spent significant 

time conducting archaeological fieldwork across Cali-

fornia. He greatly valued these experiences, and he 

wished there had been more funding to support field 

and laboratory projects during his career. This award 

is intended to promote such experiences among 

young archaeologists and to bring greater attention to 

California’s rich past. 
 
This award supports undergraduate or graduate stu-

dent research in California archaeology that includes 

a fieldwork or collections component. Funds from the 

award are intended to help pay for the various costs 

associated with fieldwork, analyzing a curated collec-

tion, and/or preparing materials for long-term cura-

tion. The award promotes original research on the 

history or prehistory of California. 
 

Allowable Expenses  
 
Funding from the award (up to $1,500) may be used 

for fieldwork or collections expenses directly related to 

the study. These include travel to and from the field or 

museum; lodging, camping, and food to support a 

field crew; data collection; and/or the purchase or 

maintenance of minor field equipment.  
 

Expenses may also include initial stages of laboratory 

analysis associated with preparing the collection for  

further study and curation. Expenses that are not 

allowed include salary or stipends to field partici-

pants, tuition, or purchase of equipment over $300.  
 
How to Prepare Your Research Proposal  
 
Complete proposals must include all of the follow-

ing. Incomplete proposals will not be considered.  
 
 Research proposal (see below)  

 Detailed budget and justification for all expenses  

 Schedule for conducting and finalizing research 

and for presentation at the annual SCA meeting 

not to exceed one year  

 Curriculum vitae  

 Letter of support from a faculty advisor  
 
The research proposal should be no more than 

three pages in length, consisting of: (1) a research 

statement and design; (2) the field and/or laboratory 

methods to be employed; (3) how the data that will 

be gathered from fieldwork or museum work relate 

to the research design; (4) the significance of the 

site or area to California archaeology; and (5) the 

objectives and scientific or educational significance 

of the proposed research.  
 
Deadlines  
 
Applications are due by January 15 of each year. 

Applications will be reviewed by committee, with 

the winner contacted by February 15 of the same 

year. The winner will be announced and honored at 

the banquet at the Annual Meeting later that year. 

Applications should be submitted to the Business 

Office at office@scahome.org. Please include CER 

Award Application in the subject line. 

Recipient’s Obligations  
 
By accepting the award, the recipient commits to pre-

senting a paper or poster at the next SCA Annual 

Meeting and to submitting it to California Archaeology 

or the SCA Proceedings. If additional papers are pub-

lished in other venues, the recipient is asked to ac-

knowledge financial assistance from the award. 

A 
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History from Ashes: Documenting Sites Destroyed in the 2015 

Butte Fire 

Kyle Rabellino, Anthropological Studies Center, Sonoma State University, Rohnert Park, CA 

Julia Costello and Judith Marvin, Foothill Resources, Ltd., Mokelumne Hill, CA 

N DECEMBER 2015, ARCHAEOLOGISTS FROM 

CAL FIRE, the Anthropological Studies Center 

(ASC), and Foothill Resources teamed up with 

several volunteers to record sites affected by the 

Butte Fire. In September of 2015, the Butte Fire 

burned more than 70,000 acres in Amador and Cala-

veras counties, along with nearly 1,000 structures, 

including at least 500 homes. Among the casualties 

were ranches and structures that were more than 100 

years old, dating to the gold rush and early ranching 

periods. With funding provided by CAL FIRE, seven 

historic locations—along with two prehistoric sites—

were identified for recordation prior to post-fire clean-

up activities (which included physical scraping and 

removal of contaminated site soils).  

 

Extensive documentary research was carried out in 

local archives, owners and descendants were inter-

viewed, and photos were sought of the resources 

prior to their destruction. Detailed site recordings 

involved the mapping, photographing, and descrip-

tions of features that survived the conflagration. The 

six ranches and one town site (see below) were 

marked by the remains of houses, barns, chicken 

coops, outbuildings, roads, terraces, retaining walls, 

stone fences, artifact scatters, adobe structures, 

developed springs, irrigation ditches, gardens, and 

orchards. Three historic occupations overlay prehis-

toric sites that include bedrock mortars, lithic artifact 

concentrations, and midden deposits. Two adjacent 

prehistoric sites, a midden and a bedrock mortar 

complex, were affected by firefighting activities and 

were also recorded. The resulting report (Rabellino 

et al. 2016) has been filed at the Central California 

Information Center in Turlock, and the findings were 

shared with local communities. 

 

The largest site recorded, the Jesus Maria town site, 

was an early 1850s gold rush mining camp that 

turned into a town. In 1859, it boasted four stores 

selling groceries and dry goods, two butcher shops,  

 
a French bakery, confectionary, dairy, winery, black-

smith shop, billiards saloon, and a school. More than 

30 features were at the site, including a stone-lined, 

vaulted, subterranean spring house that stored milk 

products from the dairy. At the time of the Butte Fire, 

only one structure remained standing. Descendants 

of early residents provided invaluable identification 

of enigmatic archaeological features, while study of 

assessment records allowed reconstruction of the 

historic community. 
 

The Curnow Ranch was intact at the time of the fire, 

with the main house dating to the 1870s, while at the 

Lombardi and McKissen ranches only the century-old 

barns had remained standing. The 1880s Gambetta 

Ranch later housed 1970s and 1980s organic farm-

ing families, and the Hoffman Ranch (established by 

1860) had been lovingly restored as a family vacation 

retreat. The Boston Flat Ranch—home of the Italian 

Lagomarsino and Giuffra families—was perhaps the 

most iconic loss to the community. Its three-story 

1860s stone house, adobe olive-press room, and 

other structures had been restored over the past 30 

years by the current owners, who received an award  
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Inside the subterranean spring house at the Jesus Maria town 

site. Photo courtesy of Kyle Rabellino and the ASC. 
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from the Calaveras County Historical Society. All 

buildings, their contents, and the surrounding olive 

orchards were incinerated in the Butte Fire.  

 

All of the historic sites were occupied at various times 

by immigrants newly arrived from England, Ireland, 

Italy, Switzerland, France, Germany, China, Mexico, 

and Chile. They raised families, built houses, tilled 

fields, planted orchards, and tended livestock. Many 

have descendants who still call the area home today. 

With immigration a timely topic today, we can recog-

nize the fundamental contributions that immigrants 

made to establishing our pioneer communities.  

 

With an ongoing drought and shifting global climate, 

wildfires in California are inevitable and undiscerning, 

enveloping both our landscapes and our memories. 

Countering the Butte Fire’s destructiveness, we have 

recovered histories from the ashes by documenting 

the remains of historic resources left in its wake. It is 

appropriate that these sites be remembered with such 

a eulogy, and that they do not disappear without their 

stories being told.  

 
Reference Cited 

Rabellino, Kyle, Julia Costello, and Judith Marvin 

2016 Recordation of Historic Properties Destroyed 

in the 2015 Butte Fire, Calaveras County, 

California. Report prepared jointly by the An-

thropological Studies Center, Sonoma State 

The façade and underground entryway of the three-story stone 

house at Boston Flat Ranch. Photo courtesy of Kyle Rabellino 

and the ASC. 

Kyle Rabellino mapping foundations at the Jesus Maria 

town site. Photo courtesy of Kyle Rabellino and the ASC. 

Detailed drawing of the Curnow Ranch House. Photo 

courtesy of Kyle Rabellino and the ASC. 

University, Rohnert Park, and Foothill Resources, 

Ltd., Mokelumne Hill, California. Report on file at 

the Central California Information Center at Cali-

fornia State University, Stanislaus. 
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HE METHODOLOGY OF CONDUCTING 

underwater archaeology contributes to many 

disciplines, such as maritime archaeology, sub-

merged prehistoric archaeology, nautical archaeolo-

gy. While each discipline has a specific goal, the 

commonality among them is the practice of conduct-

ing research in a submerged context. This practice 

gained a place within academic archaeology in the 

1960s, with pioneering individuals researching 

Bronze Age shipwrecks in the Mediterranean. Since 

that time, underwater archaeology has grown not only 

in popularity, but also in its application to address a 

wide variety of important anthropological issues in 

both historic and prehistoric archaeology.  
 
Underwater archaeological techniques are used to 

research coastal migration, cultural interaction, sea-

faring, riverine transport, estuarine/lacustrine habita-

tion, prehistoric hunting techniques, paleo-landscape 

development, warfare, and other important topics in 

archaeology. The utility of underwater archaeology 

to industry and landscape management has also 

been recognized, and some states have developed 

requirements for survey and testing when project 

impacts extend into submerged environments. While 

this has been widely practiced in Europe for dec-

ades, it is thankfully becoming more prevalent in 

areas of the United States with vast coastlines and 

numerous inland lakes and rivers.  
 
Despite the development of underwater archaeology 

and the advancement of associated methods and 

theories, there remains a reluctance by some to fully 

accept it as an important contribution to archaeologi-

cal study. Critics point to the difficulties in maintaining 

stratigraphic integrity and the often high cost of such 

research. While researching submerged sites does 

have its challenges in both methodology and cost, 

the same can be said of some terrestrial endeavors. 

The terra incognita aspect of submerged landscapes 

is one reason why such research has been treated 

differently than other types of sometimes logistically 

heavy archaeological research. Over the years, we 

have discussed these issues with our colleagues and 

have discovered a desire for public outreach and 

education on the continuing developments in under-

water archaeological method and theory, as well as 

the development of professional standards that func-

tion to legitimize the practice of underwater research 

within the broader archaeological community.  
 
At the 2016 SCA conference, a number of California 

archaeologists who use or are interested in using 

underwater methods in their research sat down to 

talk about the state of underwater archaeology in 

California. What we discovered is a palpable desire 

to bring such research into the mainstream, and 

many people and institutions are developing projects 

and programs to help make that desire a reality. 

Some colleges and universities across the state are 

developing scientific diving certifications and under-

water archaeological certificate programs. Moreover, 

some federal and state agencies have staff that are 

dedicated to maritime archaeology and are funding 

projects that include historic and prehistoric under-

water archaeology in response to land management 

responsibilities. Individuals and archaeological soci-

eties are reaching out to regulatory agencies to 

conduct outreach and education regarding the bene-

fits of such research within California. It quickly   

became clear that there is a great deal of interest in 

providing a place to coordinate current efforts and 

to provide a space for the exchange of ideas.  
 
In response to this interest, we introduce the Califor-

nia Maritime Archaeology Committee (CMAC), an 

official committee of the SCA with Amy Gusick and 

Tricia Dodds as committee co-chairs. The CMAC is 

for all those with an interest in maritime archaeology 

of any type. Whether you are practicing underwater 

archaeology, wish to practice it, or will never practice 

it but have a curiosity about the subject, we welcome 

you. The mission of the CMAC is to provide a space 

for the exchange of ideas, promote public outreach 

and awareness of maritime archaeology, advocate 

for the protection of submerged cultural resources, 

continue the development of professional standards 

in the field of underwater archaeology, and help co-

ordinate efforts that occur across California with the 

goal of sharing resources and expertise. We hope 

you will join us! 
 
Please contact Amy Gusick for information and to 

join the mailing list at amy.gusick@csusb.edu.  

California Maritime Archaeology Committee 

Amy E. Gusick and Tricia Dodds, CMAC Committee Co-Chairs 
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EVENTS CALENDAR 

2016 SCA Northern Data Sharing Meeting 
 
Save the Date!! The SCA Northern Data Sharing 

Meeting is tentatively scheduled for Saturday, Octo-

ber 1, 2016, in the heart of the gold country and 

wine tasting region of Amador County (venue to be 

determined). Plan to come early and stay late to 

enjoy local wineries, as well as Amador County’s 

own microbrewery. Start thinking about your paper 

topic as the call for papers will come soon! Let’s get 

together and talk research, innovative ideas, meth-

odologies, and creative processes over a glass of 

wine or a pint of stout. If you have any questions, 

please contact SCA Northern Vice-President Susan 

Stratton at susan@scahome.org. 

2016 SCA Southern Data Sharing Meeting 
 
The SCA Southern Data Sharing Meeting will be 

held on October 29, 2016, at the Steele/Burnand 

Desert Anza Borrego Desert Research Center. Keep 

an eye on the SCA website for details on lodging 

options and field trips. If you are interested in pre-

senting a paper, please contact SCA Southern Vice-

President Barbara Tejada at barbara.tejada@parks. 

ca.gov. 

51st SCA Annual Meeting, Tenaya Lodge 
 
The 50th SCA Annual Meeting just ended, but the 

planning committee for the 51st meeting is hard at 

work preparing for next year. The 2017 meeting will 

be held between March 9 and March 12, at the Te-

naya Lodge (Fish Camp), just three miles west of 

the entrance to Yosemite National Park and the 

Mariposa Grove of Giant Sequoias. Keep your 

eyes open for more information and the call for 

papers, posters, and symposia toward the end of 

summer or early fall. 
 
California Preservation Foundation (CPF) 
 
The CPF will be holding its 2017 conference in 

Pasadena, between May 10 and May 13, 2016. A 

call for papers has been issued at www.california 

preservation.org/proposals. The submission dead- 

For a complete, up-to-date list of events related to California archaeology hosted by the SCA and   

other groups, please visit the SCA’s online events calendar at http://scahome.org/calendar-of-events. 
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line is June 15, 2016. Additional information can be 

found at www.california preservation.org. 

Join an Archaeological Tour in Search of Amelia 
Earhart? 
 
In June-July 2017, Betchart Expeditions in Cupertino, 

California, in cooperation with The International Group 

for Historic Aircraft Recovery (TIGHAR) and other 

groups, will take a selected group of about 60 pas-

sengers to Nikumaroro Atoll in the central Pacific, 

one of the most remote islands on Earth. TIGHAR 

researchers have found archaeological evidence on 

Nikumaroro that, when combined with other aspects 

of their interdisciplinary research, strongly suggests 

that the atoll is where aviation pioneers Amelia Ear-

hart and Fred Noonan landed, subsisted for a time, 

and died after their mysterious 1937 disappearance. 

The 2017 travelers will be able to inspect the island 

and take part in terrestrial and underwater archaeo-

logical work with TIGHAR specialists, including 

TIGHAR Senior Archaeologist Tom King (a founding 

member and past president of SCA) and SCA mem-

ber Dawn Johnson. For additional information and 

reservations, please go to www.niku2017.com. 

California Council for the Promotion of History 

(CCPH) 
 
For more than 30 years, the CCPH has presented 

its Annual Conference for professional develop-

ment  opportunities, along with chances to network 

with friends and colleagues. The 2016 meeting will 

be held at California State University, Sacramento, 

on October 21 and 22, 2016. You can find the pre-

liminary agenda for the conference at http://media. 

wix.com/ugd/7f2c7a_31edc1ed8a5f41cf8ef4800afe 

648504.pdf. The CCPH is now accepting paper and 

poster proposals for the 2016 meeting. For infor-

mation about proposals, go to http://media.wix. com/

ugd/7f2c7a1a7301e06902423d865664eb9b72a563. 

pdf. The deadline for submissions is June 15, 2016. 

For more details about the conference or proposals, 

please contact Anne Lindsay at anne.lindsay@csus. 

edu, and include CCPH 2016 in the subject line. 
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