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Letter from the President
Presidential Contemplations on the SCA
Mark Hylkema, President

A

prerequisite that goes with being president of the

SCA is the opportunity to shape the tenor of our organization
during one’s term, and each new president does that to a greater or lesser
extent. My ambitions have been to incite our membership towards greater
participation in our 50th Anniversary, and also to advocate for increasing membership participation in our organization’s committees. Another
important venue is the need to solidify aspects of our ethical standards
as we continue to evolve in our respective occupations (be it academic,
agency, or CRM archaeologies) and also to mentor new participants into
the SCA.
Archaeology is an eclectic blend of both social and physical sciences, and our interactions among a diverse Californian population reach
deep into individual and community identities, as well as adding to our
academic understandings of California’s cultural and environmental developments. However, I’m concerned that we need to upgrade our public
outreach to appeal to the many new arrivals in California—people attracted in large numbers by a recently burgeoning economy. I think it’s
safe to assume that many of these folks have little or no awareness or
connection to our state’s complex cultural histories and archaeological
past, and predictably the SCA will increasingly need to become more
deeply involved with public education. I am particularly grateful for
the California Site Stewardship Program (CASSP) Committee and their
dedication to public involvement in archaeology, and I see their efforts
as an especially effective means of gaining public support while protecting vulnerable cultural/archaeological places. Beth and Chris Padon
have championed the CASSP program for a very long time, but they are
seeking a successor to carry-on this tradition, and they are right to identify the need for a replacement before they can no longer maintain the
required duties. Similarly, our Student Affairs Committee performs a
valuable service in mentoring our future researchers and workforce, and
Committee Chair Melanie Beasley is also working towards a succession
after several years of service. This means that the SCA (you and I) will
need to assume these tasks and help encourage new committee chairs
for these and other vital SCA positions. Our membership should rise to
the occasion and compete for these wonderful opportunities to make our
organization stronger while also making a significant contribution to
California archaeology.
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Letter from the President, cont.
The continued appeal of our profession to younger students and members was in evidence at both the
Southern and Northern Data Sharing Meetings. This
participation reminds me that the SCA has a responsibility to continually educate and address issues of
professionalism and ethics often taken for granted
by older members, but possibly new to our younger
successors. There were many students in the audience at both of the meetings, and several contributed
very good papers. It was satisfying to participate in
the nervous excitement of first-time presenters as they
disseminated their data to an audience of both professional and avocational archaeologists. A re-emergence
of interest in historical archaeology was also evident,
and many presenters discussed their connections to a
variety of industrial, commercial and residential sites.
Jennifer Darcangelo, Immediate Past President, donated funds for five more student enrollments to the
five already allotted during our SCA membership lottery. Between both the meetings, grants have funded
15 students for a year’s membership in the SCA.
Also present at the meetings were California
tribal representatives who provided opening prayers
and welcome. At the Southern Data Sharing Meeting,
Kathryn Montes Morgan of the Tejon Indian Tribe
greeted us while she and John Johnson detailed the
tribe’s history at the Fort Tejon meeting location.
At the Northern Data Sharing Meeting, our Native
American Programs Committee Co-Chair, Gregg
Castro, opened the meeting with a prayer, and several
other Ohlone family members were also present for
much of the day. The presence of our Native American
partners at both meetings serves to remind us of our
mutual relationships and interests.
I’m confident in the scientific abilities of our
membership, and as far as this issue of the SCA
Newsletter is concerned, I don’t think I have much
to contribute in this arena. However, I do want to acknowledge how truly amazed I am with some of the
new technological applications that continue to open
doors within our field and allow for meaningful and
SCA Newsletter 49(4) – December 2015

SCA President Mark Hylkema at Yellowstone National
Park. Photo by Erik Hylkema.

less destructive approaches to archaeology. New technological methods of mapping, imaging, and data
recordation are among the many improvements, but
more specifically, analytical trends within the field
of forensic/physical anthropology have greatly facilitated our understandings of past populations through
less intrusive means. Our incoming President, Jelmer
Eerkins wowed us at the Northern Data Sharing
Meeting with a discussion of the archaeological value
of dental calculus (plaque), and its usefulness as a noninvasive analytical technique. New methods involving
stable isotopic analysis, AMS dating, DNA samplings,
residue analysis, and bio-molecular studies can now
be achieved while being less physically invasive, and
greater insights into individual life histories are being
developed. These studies do not require the destruction of bone to a degree that past methodologies did,
and may be less offensive to contemporary communities. Many of our members have begun to emphasize
these abilities when consulting with concerned Native
American partners, and there are numerous examples
of the successful integration of tribal oversight with
such anthropological studies. Hopefully, these new
techniques will engender greater confidence that
much can be learned without desecrating the sanctity
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Letter from the President, cont.
of the dead, or violating other social standards delineated by the living. As I wrote in a previous SCA
Newsletter, as long as developmental projects continue
to expose ancestral Native American remains, archaeologists and contemporary tribal representatives will
also continue to be entangled. And unless a project
can be redesigned to avoid adversely impacting a
given archaeological site containing human remains,
we will continue to be confronted by the complexities
attendant to consultation and justifying the research
objectives of human skeletal biology. There is a need
to refine our approaches better to minimize the invasiveness of our methods to the greater satisfaction of
the consulting parties. New technological innovations
can help us achieve this goal.
Our Professional Standards and Ethics
Committee, under the leadership of Trish Fernandez,
has been making great strides in revisiting and shaping our standards for tiered employment criteria (e.g.,
minimum qualifications). This is necessary as we
move forward towards establishing base-line expectations of professional standards and abilities for the
present and future. By extension, the SCA should
endorse a requirement that those who contract for

archaeological services must also assume the professional ethical requirements (established by the SCA
as well as the Register of Professional Archaeologists
and Society of American Archaeology) that accompany the privilege of professional membership. In
other words, when hiring a professional archaeologist,
it should be acknowledged that the archaeological
consultant has membership within a professional organization of their peers, and by extension they bring
with them the ethical responsibilities outlined by their
respective membership organizations. I think that if
we want to improve our game, we need to aim for the
point where developmental permits come into play
and be sure to establish our terms of employment and
expected outcomes at the start.
These are just some thoughts that I’d like to
extend to the membership, and I welcome your suggestions and solutions. I anticipate that everyone will
plan to come together for our upcoming 50th Annual
Meeting in Ontario this spring, where we can reunite
and seek solidarity. SCA can’t exist without you, and
with you we remain strong.

Gregg Castro, Co-Chair of the Native American Programs Committee gives a welcome and blessing at the
Northern Data Sharing Meeting at Little Basin State Park. Photo by Robert Vance Cross III.
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SCA Business and Activities
2015 Southern Data Sharing Meeting at Fort Tejon Recap
Barbara Tejada, Southern Vice President

T

Following a great outdoor lunch at the cookhouse, we heard a couple of presentations on site
the Southern Data Sharing Meeting at Fort
stewardship. I was very impressed with the number of
Tejon State Historic Park were treated to some great
site stewards in attendance at the meeting. We moved
regional history presentations and current Southern
into a study of obsidian artifacts in the West-Central
California research. A small group of intrepid parSan Joaquin Valley by Erik Zaborsky, followed by a
ticipants arrived for camping on Friday night, and
hot-off-the-press presentation on the Rough Fire by
Saturday began with morning refreshments (sorry the
Linn Gassaway. Colleen Delaney wrapped up the
coffee took so long!), sign-ins, and mingling in the
talks with a presentation about some preliminary
restored barracks building.
research on sourcing ground stone artifacts in the
We began the presentations with a welcome from
Santa Monica Mountains
me and Park Interpreter
region.
John Clagett. It was
After the presenan honor to welcome
tations, attendees were
the Tejon Indian Tribe’s
treated to a guided
chairwoman,
Kathryn
tour around the Fort
Montes Morgan, who
by Interpreter John.
spoke a bit about her
The dozen or so camptribe’s history and their
ers joined together for
recent re-instatement as
an evening potluck and
a federally recognized
campfire, accompanied
tribe. John Johnson con- Southern Data Sharing Meeting participants enjoying
by the talented music of
tinued the discussion a talk by David Robinson. Photo by the author.
Marc Algazy. On Sunday
about tribal history, sharmorning, we had a full roster of visitors to the Pleito
ing many wonderful photos of Kathryn’s extended
Cave site on the Wind Wolves Preserve, led by rock
family. Vicky Harvey then shared information about
art researcher Jack Sprague. A smaller, but dedicated
the historical background of Fort Tejon from her masgroup drove along the Old Ridge Route (listed in the
ter’s thesis research.
National Register of Historic Places), led by Angeles
After a successful raffle for five student SCA
National Forest Archaeologist David Peebles.
memberships at the break (thank you Tom Origer!),
Overall, the Southern Data Sharing Meeting
Al Knight discussed recent research into the San
was a great success! If you have suggestions for loFernando Valley lime kiln industry. This was followed
cales next year, please feel free to drop me a line at
by three papers on fantastic work at the nearby Wind
barbara.tejada@parks.ca.gov.
Wolves Preserve, including digital documentation at
Pleito Cave and wonderfully preserved artifacts at
Cache Cave. David Robinson deserves special commendation for the longest travel to the Data Share—all
the way from the University of Central Lancashire!
he sixty or so people who attended
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SCA Business and Activities, cont.

Apply Now!

$1,500�00
Apply Now! James. A.
Bennyhoff Memorial Fund
Offers Cash Award for
Student Research

(qsh Awqrd For Student Reseqrch
Jc1mes A. Bennyhoff Memoric1I Fund

The Society for California Archaeology (SCA) invites interested undergraduate and graduate student
members to submit research proposals. The award is intended to support original research on the
prehistory of California and the Great Basin.
• Up to $1500.00 CASH!
• Up to 50 obsidian source identifications (donated by Richard Hughes, Geochemical Research laboratory)
• Up to 100 obsidian hydration readings (donated by Origer's Obsidian Laboratory)
• Up to four AMS dates (donated by Center for Accelerated Mass Spectometry [CAMS] Facility,
Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory)

Deadline to apply is January 8, 2016, but don't delay!
CONTACT

Terry L. Joslin
James A. Bennyhoff Memorial Fund Award Committee Chair at
tjoslin@ccarchaeology.com
for application information

SCA Newsletter 49(4) – December 2015
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SCA Business and Activities, cont.

2015 Northern Data Sharing Meeting Reflection
Michelle Cross, Northern Vice President

T

he Northern Data Sharing Meeting

was held on November 6 and 7, 2015 at Little
Basin Campground in Boulder Creek, just outside
Big Basin State Park. Over 100 participants made
the journey through the Santa Cruz Mountains and
up and down the California coast to the majestic
redwood forests of Northern California for a weekend
of archaeological discussions, presentations, networking, and camaraderie. The program included a packed
schedule of 20 presentations on a variety of issues
relevant to California archaeology, including the archaeology of Little Basin, discussion of in-ground
cooking features, dental calculus in archaeological
deposits, mining districts in Northern California and
social drug consumption, landscape management
practices in Central California, coastal dairies, and
excavations at Mission Santa Clara, to name a few.
There was an excellent showing of students at
the meeting, including presentations from UC Santa
Cruz and Cal Poly students regarding their most recent field schools. SCA members from all over the
state attended, including large groups of students

from UC Berkeley, Cabrillo College, UC Santa Cruz,
and Humboldt State University.
The meeting started with early check-in at the
campground on Friday afternoon. Approximately 40
members kicked off camping with a communal barbeque and bonfire Friday evening. Saturday was the
all-day Data Sharing Meeting, which included a continental breakfast. Northern Vice President Michelle
Cross and President Mark Hylkema opened the meeting with words of welcome, discussion of the venue
and state of the Society, and requests to the community to help and participate in the SCA. The group
was then welcomed by Gregg Castro, Co-Chair of
the Native American Programs Committee, who sang
a tribal song to the group. Presentations throughout
the day took place in the intimate setting of the Little
Basin Campground’s recreation hall. The weather outside was chilly, but the fireplace was kept stoked all
day and plenty of hot coffee and tea were available.
In the afternoon, a raffle was held to award ten student SCA memberships, five courtesy of Origer and
Associates and five courtesy of Jennifer Darcangelo.

Camping at the 2015 Northern Data Sharing Meeting at Little Basin State Park. Photo by Erin Hess.
SCA Newsletter 49(4) – December 2015
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SCA Business and Activities, cont.
After the day’s presentations, conversations regarding the day’s papers and opportunities to network
and catch up with friends and colleagues continued at the potluck barbecue. Sausages, hotdogs, and
tons of side dishes, chips, dips, and desserts were
shared, as well as wine and beer. A huge SCA thank
you to Albion Environmental and Mark Arsenault
of Humboldt State University for donating kegs of
beer to the event, and thank you to Far Western
Anthropological Research Group for underwriting the
meeting. The day wrapped up with what proved to be
the highlight of the meeting, a large group bonfire that
included an acoustic guitar jam session and plenty of
socializing and celebration!
SCA wants to recognize and thank the contributions and organization of the following individuals that
helped make the meeting a success: Mark Hylkema,
Denise Wills, Trish Fernandez, Patricia Paramoure,
Gregg Castro, Dustin McKenzie, Sarah Peelo, Robert
Cross, Greg Burns, and Alexandra Greenwald.

This was my last Northern Data Sharing
Meeting to organize as your SCA Northern Vice
President. I thank everyone for bearing with me as
I stumbled through the planning and orchestration
of the meeting with a newborn baby in tow. It truly
has been a pleasure serving the SCA membership for
the last two years and I look forward to closing out
my term in March 2016 at the Annual Meeting. The
coming together of my friends and colleagues at the
recent meeting made me reflect on what a wonderful
group of people we work with in the field of archaeology and how we truly are a community that should
celebrate coming together, sharing ideas, and supporting each other’s work. If you have any questions
or follow-up regarding the Data Sharing Meeting,
please feel free to contact me with your thoughts:
michelle.cross@stantec.com or 916-807-0976.

Volume 29 of the SCA Proceedings is Now Available
Don Laylander, SCA Proceedings Committee Chair and Editor

T

he 2015 issue of the Proceedings of

the Society for California Archaeology is now
posted on SCA’s webpage. To take a look, go to the
Table of Contents (https://scahome.org/wp-content/
uploads/2015/11/Table-of-Contents2.pdf) or to the
indices by volume, author, region, and topic (https://
scahome.org/sca-publications/articles-of-the-scaproceedings/). This year’s volume contains 19 articles
by 28 authors, stemming from last spring’s meeting
in Redding. As usual, a wide gamut of subjects is
represented, including, but not limited to, prehistoric
isotopic analyses, lithic material use, ceremonialism,
archaeoastronomy, historic-period medicine, mining,
underwater archaeology, schoolhouses, hippie
communes, replicative experiments, Native American
consultation, and public outreach.

SCA Newsletter 49(4) – December 2015
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SCA Business and Activities, cont.

Where is Richmond, CA? or, Why is This State So Darn Big? An Update on
SCA Outreach Efforts
Annemarie Cox

S

everal times a year, Denise Wills,

SCA Executive Director, and I receive messages
from K-12 educators, scout leaders, and youth camp
directors. With little variation, they request an archaeologist to make classroom presentations, lead
programs, or answer a regional question. Sometimes
we can help, many times we can’t.
In the summer of 2015, I was given a budget by
the SCA to address this issue. Good advice was generously given by Mike Newland: break the state into
counties and find a representative archaeologist for
each one. How many counties are there in California?
Fifty-eight. That many! Darn.
One day after sending out the first set of requests,
I was elated to receive positive responses. A few hours
into this project, 20 counties had been filled. I pushed
on but eventually hit a wall, my connections waning.
I asked for recommendations from trusted SCA mem-

bers and pursued their suggestions—thank you for
your valuable contributions. Only one county remains
without a representative: Del Norte. Help!
A few northern counties are covered by one representative. As expected, several central and southern
counties are covered by up to five representatives.
Fifty-five individuals associated with the Forest
Service, State Parks, Bureau of Land Management,
universities, elementary schools, archaeological centers and societies, cultural resource management
firms large and small, and history museums are now
my new best friends.
I want to thank the fourth-grade teacher from
Richmond, California. Her email earlier this year was
the final push to implement this new and exciting SCA
outreach opportunity. Now I know where Richmond,
CA is located—Contra Costa County!

Society for Historical Archaeology Liaison Report
Karen K. Swope, Society for Historical Archaeology Liaison

T

he Fall 2015 issue of the Society for

Historical Archaeology (SHA) Newsletter
(Volume 48, Number 3) is now available
at http://onlinedigeditions.com/publication/?i=276668.
It contains the preliminary program and registration
materials for the SHA 2016 Conference on Historical
and Underwater Archaeology in Washington, D.C.
The Current Research section includes reports on four
California projects. Thad M. Van Bueren presents
the results of Pacific Legacy’s test excavations for
a Caltrans project in Yuba County at the site of a
nineteenth-century homestead, and data recovery
excavations for Caltrans at a farming site in coastal
Mendocino County. Lauren Alston Bridges submitted

SCA Newsletter 49(4) – December 2015

information on AECOM’s San Diego Cultural
Resources Team work at the Point Loma Lighthouse
and elsewhere nationwide. Candace Ehringer and
Rebecca Allen report on ESA’s work at the CooperMolera Adobe in Monterey, on behalf of the National
Trust for Historic Preservation and Architectural
Resources Group.
Be sure to read the SHA Technical Briefs in
Historical Archaeology at http://sha.org/publications/technical-briefs-series/. The series presents
information on new technologies or methodologies
for historical archaeology fieldwork, data analysis and
interpretation, conservation or curation, data presentation, and dating. Volume 9 (2015) includes papers
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SCA Business and Activities, cont.
on the geochemical signature of laundry activities and
the identification of unexpected glass bottle contents.
The figure shown here is from a paper in the volume

Example unmanned aerial vehicle (UAV) configuration.
Photo courtesy Thomas G. Whitley, Ph.D., University of
Western Australia (Whitley 2015:37).

on the use of drones for documenting and interpreting historical sites (Whitley 2015). Archived content
is also accessible at the link.
Bill Lockhart reports that Volumes D, E, and
F of the Bottle Research Group’s Encyclopedia of
Manufacturer’s Marks on Glass Containers, have
been uploaded to Bill Lindsey’s Historic Glass
Bottle Identification and Information Website, hosted by SHA at http://sha.org/bottle/makersmarks.
htm. The group posts the Encyclopedia in PDF
format at no charge to researchers, and it is available for purchase in hard copy from Lulu.com.
Whitley, Thomas G.
2015 Unmanned Aerial Vehicles (UAVs) for Documenting
and Interpreting Historical Archaeological
Sites: Part I—Attack of the Drones. Technical
Briefs in Historical Archaeology 9:34–40.

Society for American Archaeology Liaison Report
Arleen Garcia-Herbst, Spindrift Archaeological Consulting

T

he

Society

for

American

Archaeology’s (SAA’s) Online Seminar Series,
designed for professional archaeologists and students
seeking professional development opportunities,
provides offerings to keep SCA members up to date
on developments in the field with the help of a leading
expert. Check out a listing of upcoming courses, as
well as recent offerings, here: http://www.saa.org/
AbouttheSociety/OnlineSeminars/tabid/1503/Default.
aspx. Of note is a course offered in February 2016 by
Paul Mayewski titled, “Timing is Everything: Humans
and Climate Change,” which should be of interest to
followers of Michael Newland’s work on this topic in
California.
Gabriel Sanchez, a graduate student in the
Department of Anthropology at the University
of California, Berkeley, received a Historically
Underrepresented Groups Scholarship (HUGS). The
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SAA’s HUGS helps increase the number of underrepresented minorities obtaining degrees in archaeology.
It provides funding to minority archaeology students,
helping them enhance their education and successfully prepare for a variety of careers in archaeology
and heritage management.
Gabriel participated in the UC Berkeley–Point
Reyes National Seashore Survey, which is investigating landscape management by Native Californians in
the aboriginal territory of Coast Miwok people. For his
dissertation research, Gabriel is particularly interested
in indigenous landscape and seascape management in
central California’s Pacific coast region during the last
2,000–3,000 years, including practices and technologies directed toward increasing the habitat of targeted
species. Fieldwork this summer will have provided
Gabriel with training in geophysical survey, a component of the low-impact field strategy that he sees as
12
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important in future collaborative, community-based
research. Gabriel is pursuing a career in academia as
a researcher and teacher, and he has already done significant work to introduce underrepresented students
to the fields of archaeology and anthropology.
The SAA HUGS Program is now accepting applications. The applications are due by Friday, January
29, 2016, 11:59 pm EST. To learn more or to apply,
please visit: http://saa.org/AbouttheSociety/Awards/
HistoricallyUnderrepresentedGroupsScholarship/
tabid/1516/Default.aspx.

Left: UC Berkeley graduate student Gabriel Sanchez
received the SAA’s Historically Underrepresented
Groups Scholarship. Photo courtesy of the SAA.

California Archaeological Site Stewardship Program Activities
Beth and Chris Padon, CASSP Coordinators

W

e thank the many site stewards

who have sent us their volunteer hours to
help complete the in-kind match for the California
State Parks Off-Highway Motor Vehicle Recreation
(OHMVR) grant that is administered by Region 5 of
the U.S. Forest Service. If you have not submitted a
record of your volunteer hours for October 1, 2014,
through September 30, 2015, it is not too late to do so.
California Archaeological Site Stewardship Program
(CASSP) wants to hear from every site steward—not
only to get credit towards the grant, but also to give
recognition to every site steward who contributes to
protecting archaeological sites.
Several site stewards have sent us photographs
and reports of their experiences over the past few
months. We are pleased to share the following comments and photos from some of them.
Mary and Martin Jesperson and Mike Savala are
site stewards for Bureau of Land Management (BLM)
at the Barstow, Palm Springs, Needles, and El Centro
SCA Newsletter 49(4) – December 2015

Field Offices, and also with Cleveland National Forest.
They work with public agency archaeologists George
Kline, Jim Shearer, Chris Dalu, and Carrie Simmons.
This summer and fall Mary and Martin shared their
site steward experiences by speaking at the CASSP
workshop for the BLM Bishop Field Office, by running the CASSP booth at the Archaeology Expo
at the Hidden Valley Nature Center in Riverside,
and by giving a presentation at the Southern Data
Sharing meeting at Fort Tejon. Mary wrote about the
Archaeology Expo:
I didn’t want to delay in sending this to
you, since it’s always good to strike while
the iron is hot. Saturday was lots of fun,
I’ll tell you more about it. We got some
really good photos, it might be something
to post on the CASSP Facebook page. We
decided to put out a sign-up sheet for people who are really interested or somewhat
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interested, and we did have some Cal
State Los Angeles Archaeology majors
there who are really interested. For those,
we gave them your contact information
as well.
Douglas McIntosh and Ron Zanini are site
stewards for Sequoia National Forest, Western
Divide Ranger District, where they work with Zone
Archaeologist Linn Gassaway and archaeologist Alex
Verdugo. They made several trips to find and document an historical site first recorded in the 1970s.
After one site visit on August 26, Doug reported:
This site visit was the third effort to locate an access route to these sites and to
try and find these sites. Ron and I believe
that we located a portion of either CATUL-561 and/or CA-TUL-1054/H. We
walked an unpaved access road… to the
head of Rancheria Creek. At this location
we discovered that there was an occupied
cabin (not mentioned on either of the site
forms). The caretaker of the cabin showed
us the locations of an earthen ditch (possible flume) feature and 5 bedrock basins.
After the next site visit on October 8 and more detective work, Doug wrote:
It appears that both CA-TUL-561 and
CA-TUL-1054/H were both originally
misplotted and both have incorrect UTM
coordinates. Based on our two site visits
to this area, it is strongly believed that
both of these sites may be located within
state forest property and the private parcel owned by Mr. Kemp. Mr. Kemp went
out of his way to show us corner markers
and boundaries.
This fall, Doug participated in the Tule River
Stewardship Education and Outreach public event
sponsored by WildPlaces in Springville. He talked
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Site steward Ron Zanini and local resident Mr. Kemp
reviewed property boundaries and site locations.
Photo by Doug McIntosh.

with students and adults about CASSP and the importance of site preservation.
The work of CASSP volunteers will be displayed in their posters during a session at the SCA
Annual Meeting in Ontario on March 10–13, 2016.
There will be posters about historical mining sites
and agricultural activities, rock art, artifact curation,
coastal prehistory, public outreach, and other topics.
Site stewards will also talk about their activities during the CASSP Committee meeting, which is held at
the SCA Annual Meeting and is open to the public.
This Annual Meeting celebrates the 50th anniversary
of the founding of SCA and will feature many special
events. Please plan to attend. Look for further details
about the CASSP events at http://www.cassp.org.
CASSP ends this year with one more volunteer
training workshop. Robin Connors, archaeologist
with the Anza-Borrego Desert State Park, hosts a
CASSP workshop on December 12–13 at the Begole
Archaeological Research Center at the Park. At least
six more workshops will be offered next year. The
workshop schedule will appear on the CASSP web
site, listserv, and Facebook page, as soon as they are
confirmed. If you are interested in attending a future workshop, please call (562) 595-3995 or send an
e-mail to bpadon@discoveryworks.com.
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SCA Executive Board Meeting Minutes: Fall Quarter at Boulder Creek
Amy Gusick, Secretary
Attendees
Mark Hylkema (President)
Jelmer Eerkens (President Elect)
Jennifer Darcangelo (Immediate Past-President)
Michelle Cross (Northern Vice President)
Barbara Tejada (Southern Vice President)
Maggie Trumbly (Treasurer)
Amy Gusick (Secretary)
Denise Wills (Executive Director)
Visitors
Gregg Castro
Trish Fernanadez
Beth Pardon
Chris Pardon
Mike DeGiovine
Scott Williams

Meeting Opening
Review and approval of last meeting’s minutes,
review action items. Mark Hylkema opened the meeting and mentioned that we had a great Northern Data
Sharing Meeting. There were a lot of participants and
good papers presented.
Mark spoke with the new State Historic
Preservation Officer (SHPO), Julianne Polanco,
regarding alternative mitigation in the form of donations to SCA. SHPO is actually looking into the idea
of creating a SHPO fund focused on this same idea.
Jennifer Darcangelo attended the California Historic
Resource Information System (CHRIS) meeting and
learned that the CHRIS system will not be doing an
audit to identify ways to help improve the functionality of the system. This subject will hopefully be
broached at the next stakeholders meeting. There is
broad consensus that the current Information Center
system does not work, but there is no consensus on
how to fix it. Jelmer Eerkens and David Nicholson are
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working on the Archaeology Month poster. Barbara
Tejada is focusing on identifying areas to fix on the
SCA website and we are planning on revamping the
student section.

California THPO-SHPO Summit and Annual
Meeting Update
There is a Tribal Historic Preservation Officer
(THPO)/SHPO summit on December 2–4 at the
Shingle Spring Rancheria. The SCA has been asked to
attend on Friday, December 4. This is a good opportunity to represent the SCA and talk to THPOs about
our values as archaeologists and about working with
the tribes.
Mike DeGiovine is arrangements chair for
Ontario and will start to work with Scott Williams
on Annual Meeting arrangements. Scott has arranged
some great speakers for the plenary and there are good
workshops set up. We expect a good number of presentations from the historical archaeology community
this year. A field trip to Copper Center in Santa Ana
has been added.

CASSP Committee report
Chris and Beth Pardon want to start the transition
process for Director of the California Archaeological
Site Stewardship Program. Their deadline for transition will be another three years. They have a
memorandum of understanding with different agencies who have signed on for the program (National
Park Service, SHPO, Forest Service, etc.) and they
may begin looking for replacements with those stakeholders to see if there is anyone who would want to
take over the program. Beth has written a job description to help with transition and to provide information
on what the job entails. Chris and Beth are happy to
be involved after the transition in a mentor role. The
job entails about 1,000 hours and is compensated for
15
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at approximately $60/hour. There is a lot of communication by phone and the stewardship workshops are
offered all over the state.

Native American Programs Committee
(NAPC) Report
Gregg Castro will be taking over as chair after
Cassandra Hensher steps down as co-chair. Gregg
wants to look into the idea of getting regional chairs.
Gregg would be the main chair, but there would be
chairs in local areas that would be responsible for
their areas. This would be better for personal connections and for disseminating information to help people
understand what the NAPC is trying to do. Local
chairs can more effectively outreach with local tribal
community.
The NAPC does spend a decent amount of their
budget on scholarships for the Annual Meeting and
has found that a large number of the recipients do not
become involved in the NACP. They may consider
redirecting a portion of that money to provide some
support for travel, etc., to an individual(s) to serve on
the NAPC.
Gregg would like to encourage the THPOs to be
more involved in the SCA on a consistent basis. With
the implementation of AB 52, it would be good to get
a dialogue going with the THPOs as there are still a
lot of issues with the implementation of AB 52.
Last year the NAPC meet-and-greet was
a great success. If there is a bigger turn out
at the 2016 Annual Meeting, we may be over
capacity. NAPC will host a table of non-alcoholic
beverages at the silent auction, maybe Italian sodas.
The California Indian Heritage Preservation
awardee this year will be Ernie Siva of Morongo. He
has encouraged cultural and tribal preservation and
encouraged participation from both archaeologist and
tribes. He works not only with his own tribe, but also
with other tribes, and he runs the Dorothy Ramon
Center, which is open to everyone.
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Treasurer’s Report
While the SCA operations budget is currently
running in the red, this is the time of year when we
get all of our income from the Annual Meeting registrations and renewals. One of the big contributions to
our budget this year is a $50,000 donation. The SCA
is going to diversify its reserve cash to invest some of
the money in an account bearing higher interest.

Executive Director’s Update and Board
Business
No decision was made on the nominees for the
lifetime achievement award, but a list of suggestions
was reviewed. The Standards and Ethics Committee
has pre-drafts for field director, crew chief, and crew
member (three subcategories) minimum qualifications to provide to planners. The Board decided to
hand out logo Chicobags at the Annual Meeting with
the registration packets and will also have t-shirts
with the 50th anniversary logo that people can order.
The Board plans to do a redesign of the SCA logo for
the 50th anniversary and will ask the original designer of the logo, Faye Anglen, to do the redesign. Due
to the lack of funding received from Bureau of Land
Management, SCA will not be able to continue to provide Annual Meeting support to members of Mexico’s
Instituto Nacional de Antropología e Historia (INAH).
At this point, no graduate students who want to chair
the Student Affairs Committee have been identified.
The Board decided to open up the post to undergraduates as well.
The January Board meeting will be held January
15–16 in Ontario.
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Bringing it to the Public!
Denise Wills, Executive Director

I

n October, SCA Archaeology Month

Mini-Grants supported 12 Archaeology Month
events throughout the state. Many thanks to all of the
volunteers who worked to bring archaeology to the
public!
• Museum of the American Indian, Novato, CA
• Golden West College, Westminster, CA
• University of California Hopland Research and
Extension Center, Hopland, CA
• Bureau of Land Management, Applegate Field
Office, Alturas, CA
• Cosumnes River College Anthropology,
Sacramento, CA
• Historical Society of Santa Rosa, Santa Rosa, CA
• San Diego County Archaeological Society, San
Diego, CA
• Western Center Community Foundation, Hemet,
CA
• Friends of Hidden Valley Nature Center,
Riverside, CA
• Friends of the Museum, Lake County, CA
• San Diego Archaeological Center, Escondido, CA
• Clarke Historical Museum, Eureka, CA

Photos courtesy Clarke Historical Museum (upper and middle right), Lake County Historic Courthouse Museum
(bottom right), and San Diego Archaeological Center (bottom left).
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SCA Newsletter Digital Archive Project Update
Peter Von der Porten, Managing Editor

I

am pleased to report that the archive

project announced in the last issue of the SCA
Newsletter was quite successful. Thanks to the efforts
of several SCA members and helpful institutions, we
now have a digital repository of virtually every issue
of the Newsletter published. As part of the SCA’s 50th
anniversary celebration, this archive of back issues
will be published on the SCA website in PDF format
as a major addition to the issues that can be found
there already.
I must thank the following people for their invaluable assistance with with this project, some of
whom graciously sent in scans of old issues from their
personal files: Chris Canzonieri, Jeanne Binning,
Don Laylander, Gary Breschini, Donald Storm, Karen
Swope, Shelly Davis-King, Zayda Delgado (UC
Riverside Special Collections), and Susan Edwards
(UC Berkeley Anthropology Library). Special thanks
to Denise Wills, our Executive Director, for helping to
organize this project as well as scanning in the SCA’s
paper archive of Newsletters and wrangling the digital
files.
To view the archive of past Newsletters, please
visit https://scahome.org/sca-publications/newsletter/
past-newsletters/. If you have any questions or sug-

gestions regarding this project, you may always get in
touch with me at newsletter@scahome.org.

Our humble beginnings: SCA Newsletter Vol. 1, No. 1.

Vote Now for the 2016–2017 Executive Board; Deadline January 1
Peter Von der Porten, Managing Editor

T

he ballot box is now open for the

election
of
the
open
2016–2017
Executive Board positions: President, Northern
Vice-President,
and
Secretary.
Candidate
position statements are posted online at:
https://scahome.org/2016-executive-board-election/
To vote through the SCA website, log in to your
SCA member account at https://scahome.org/memb/
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login.php and select the link labeled “Cast Your Vote
Online.”
To vote by U.S. Mail, enclose your ballot in an
envelope, seal, then endorse the envelope and return
it to the SCA Business Office (1692 Mangrove Ave,
Suite #153, Chico, CA 95926). Vote for one individual
for each position or add a write-in name. Ballots must
be postmarked on or before January 1, 2016.
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Forensic Canine Soil Test Employed in the Search for Amelia Earhart
Dawn Johnson, Team Archaeologist for The International Group for Historic Aircraft Recovery (TIGHAR)

I

n August 2015, the author and six teams

from the Institute of Canine Forensics (ICF)
conducted a test on soil samples that were collected
during a recent trip to the island of Nikumaroro, near
Fiji, where TIGHAR is testing the hypothesis that
Amelia Earhart landed and subsequently perished
during her World Flight in 1937.
In 1940, a partial human skeleton was found on
remote Nikumaroro Island, when it was being cleared
for occupation and planting by the British Crown
Colony of the Gilbert and Ellice Islands as part of the
Phoenix Island Settlement Scheme. The colonial officer-in-charge, Gerald Gallagher, reported to his senior
officers that he believed the remains could be those
of “Mrs. Putman,” which would have been Earhart’s
married name. The 13 bones were sent to Fiji and
have remained missing since World War II. Repeated
searches by TIGHAR teams in the area where the
remains of the “castaway” were found have only located one phalange, which has not been confirmed as
human.
After observing an ICF canine at work searching for pre-European burials at a site in Northern
California, the author wondered if the canines could be
used to locate more human remains on Nikumaroro.
The Institute for Canine Forensics is a nonprofit organization in Northern California that trains
canines specifically for forensic and human remains
detection. Since the ratio of chemicals present during
human decomposition is fundamentally distinct from
that present during the decomposition of other mammals, the dogs are able to be trained to alert only on
human remains.
The soil and climate on Nikumaroro presented
several difficult challenges for the ICF teams. First
and foremost is the difficulty of getting the dogs to
Nikumaroro, which would require a 12-hour flight
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and a four-day, 1,000-mile voyage across the Pacific.
Once there, the usual daytime heat on the island would
be problematic, as the dogs have difficulty picking up
the scent in warmer temperatures and can only work
for a short period of time. Finally, and perhaps most
challenging, is the fact that the soil on Nikumaroro
is almost entirely coral rubble, which may or may not
hold the scent of human decomposition.
Because of the challenge of bringing the dogs to
the island, the decision was made to bring the island
to the dogs. If tests indicated that the dogs could sense
human decomposition products in Nikumaroro’s soil,
then it might be worth the effort to transport them
there.
During a June 2015 visit to Nikumaroro, the
author collected 13 samples of soil from various locations on the island. Six samples were collected from
six marked graves that date from Nikumaroro’s 1939–
1962 colonial period. Four additional samples were
collected from the west and south side of a fallen ren
tree (Tournefortia sp.) at the Seven Site, which may be
the tree under which the bones were found in 1940,

The author collecting samples at the ren tree on
Nikumaroro Island. Photo by Jaime Bach.
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and where the phalange was found in 2010. Three
more samples were collected as control samples from
areas that could have not been used for burials due to
their proximity to the water.
On August 2, 2015, a test was conducted in
the cafeteria of a closed summer camp in the Santa
Cruz Mountains outside of Saratoga, California. Four
certified ICF teams and two currently noncertified
ICF teams took part in the test. Present were team
members Adela Morris with canine Jasper; Lynne
Angeloro with Berkeley; John Grebenkemper, Ph.D.,
with Kayle; Lynne Engelbert with Piper; Barbara
Pence with Bailey; and Kim Ward with Gustav. ICF
teams undergo frequent tests for certification, and
Kayle and Gustav are currently awaiting re-certification. To preserve the validity of the test, only alerts
by certified canines were included in the test results.
Source
Code

Sample
#

Sample
Origin

Certified
Alerts

A

1

Graves S28.9”/
W18.9”

–

B

2

Graves S28.9”/
W18.9”

–

C

3

Control: Crab City

–

D

4

4 Grave Site
S52.3”/W33.3”

–

E

5

Control: Cosmetic
Site

–

F

6

4 Grave Site
S52.3”/W33.3”

–

G

7

4 Grave Site
S52.3”/W33.3”

–

H

8

Ren Tree NNW

–

J

9

Ren Tree W

LA/
Berkeley

K

10

Ren Tree NW

AM/
Jasper

M

11

Ren Tree South

–

N

12

Control: Club Ed

–

P

13

Bottle Grave

LE/Piper

R

14

Control: Alder
Creek

–

S

15

Control: Garden
Soil

–
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Also present as an observer was Lorna Pierce, Ph.D., a
forensic anthropologist who teaches at San José State
University and Santa Clara University and consults
with the coroner’s office in Santa Clara County.
While all canines and handlers waited outside,
the author poured four-ounce soil samples in random
order around the inside perimeter of the large building. Samples were placed at least 10 feet apart and
given an alphabetical label. She began with the control samples, then the ren tree samples, and finally the
grave samples to prevent cross contamination. Two
human ribs were then placed in the center of the room
as a control, to ensure that each dog was capable of
picking up on the scent of human remains. The author then left the area to avoid giving any visual clues
to the dogs or their handlers while they worked. John
Grebenkemper acted as coordinator and recorder.
Each team was then brought in one at a time and spent
from 5 to 15 minutes working in the room. The test
results were not revealed until all six teams had completed their search.
No dogs alerted on the samples from known
non-grave contexts. No two certified dogs alerted on
the same sample. The only soil from a marked grave
that the dogs alerted on was the sample from the grave
known as the Bottle Grave; both Piper (certified) and
Gustav (non-certified) alerted on this sample. One dog
alerted on the samples collected from the west side of
the ren tree, and another alerted on the northwest side,
but no dogs alerted on the samples collected from the
north-northwest side next to the tree’s fallen trunk, or
the south side.
If all six of the burial locations included in the
samples did indeed contain bodies, then the probability of detection was less than 10 percent. This implies
that the source of the scent is quite weak and not easily detected by the dogs in this experiment.
The soil from Nikumaroro evidently did not
present much scent for the dogs to alert on. Apparently,
from a canine viewpoint, the scent of human remains
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in the coral that constitutes Nikumaroro’s soil is weak
or non-existent.
The only soil from a marked grave that the dogs
did alert on was the sample from the grave known
as the Bottle Grave, so-named because its perimeter
is outlined by inverted beverage bottles. This grave
is close to the shoreline and is experiencing heavy
wave erosion. It may be that the moisture from the encroaching sea water, the loosening of the coral rubble
matrix, and/or the increasing proximity of the body
as the grave erodes down cause the scent to be stronger than the samples taken from uneroded graves that
were located further away from the sea.
The test area proved to be a challenge for scent
detection. Air currents will carry scent form a target
into other parts of an enclosed room. The behavior
of the dogs indicated that scent was carried into several corners that contained a collection of objects that
trapped the scent. The dogs appeared to want to return
to these areas even though there were no samples located there.
The dogs are mostly trained to search outdoors
to locate human burials. When they do train indoors,
the scent targets are well hidden and they have to work
hard to find the hiding spot. They are almost never
asked to test specific objects for the scent of human
remains. In this case, they went hunting for objects
that were hidden, as in their normal training protocol,
and were not as interested in looking at obvious targets in plain sight on the floor.
Both handlers and observers agreed that the canines seemed more interested in trying to find human
remains in the hiding spots that are usually used during training sessions. The dogs were observed hunting
“up”—looking for objects that might have been placed
on the decorative ledges in the room. However, it was
noted that when they did search up it was often in the
vicinity of sources that were suspected to be positive for burials. It is believed that the scent they were
searching for did not come from the two bones in the
middle of the room.
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Handler Lynne Angeloro with Berkeley. Photo
courtesy the Institute of Canine Forensics

All parties involved felt that the results of this
test were somewhat inconclusive. However, this may
have reflected the design of the test, rather than the inability of the dogs to detect the scent in Nikumaroro’s
soil. Both the unusual conditions of test samples in
plain sight and the pooling of scent in the confined
space of the building made the experiment more difficult than intended.
The decision has been made to conduct a second test in a few months using the soil remaining in
each of the sample bags. The handlers feel that this
will give them time to get the dogs accustomed to
working with soil samples again and get them to focus
on the soil, rather than searching up or searching for
something with a stronger scent. It was also decided
to conduct the test out of doors in a covered parking
structure. This will eliminate the possibility that any
scent from the soil samples on the floor might “pool”
into corners of the room. A covered structure will
also ensure that moisture or heat from the sun will not
influence the dogs’ ability to work, and the samples
could be placed further apart. There will also be one
or two video cameras filming each canine team to enable a full review following the test.
The author wishes to thank Kenneth Nien Graves
for his assistance in making this study possible.
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Local Society Spotlight: Ventura County Archaeological Society
Barbara Tejada

T

on the campus of Moorpark College. VCAS members
participate in twice-monthly archive days to work on
Society (VCAS) was founded in 1972 by arorganizing and cataloging these collections.
chaeology and anthropology instructors Bob Lopez
A small group of VCAS members performs
and Herrick Hanks, as well as Mrs. Herbert Adams,
education outreach to local schools on archaeology,
geologist and anthropologist, in connection with
using hands-on activities, such as a mock archaeolthe Ventura College, Moorpark College, and Pierce
ogy “dig in a box.” This is becoming an increasingly
College archaeological programs.
popular and rewarding endeavor. VCAS participates
VCAS was originally founded to include
in several other public outreach events, including
professionals trained in the fields of anthropology, arthe Moorpark College
chaeology, and geology;
Multicultural Day and
laypeople who are interthe recent Archaeology
ested in learning about
Day at the Santa Monica
archaeology, its methods
Mountains
National
and field techniques, and
Recreation Area Interwho are interested in
agency Visitor Center.
the protection and presFinally,
VCAS
ervation of the county’s
raises funds for student
archaeological resources;
scholarships in archaeoland students who wish
ogy and anthropology.
to extend their training
This past year, the Society
and knowledge in the
was able to expand the
problems of archaeoEducation
outreach
mock
archaeology
“dig
in
a
box”
scholarship
offerings,
logical research and
for
Las
Colinas
Middle
School
Science
Night.
Photo
by
with awards to one stuanthropological studies
the author.
dent each in a community
in the Ventura County
college, undergraduate, and graduate school program.
district. This three-tiered membership profile conFind out more at www.venturaarchaeology.org.
tinues today amongst the 30-plus (and re-growing)
members.
VCAS holds monthly meetings which highlight
a speaker discussing archaeological work locally and
further afield. In recent years, they have also invited
several local Native American speakers and storytellers. The December meeting usually consists of a
holiday potluck and gift exchange or silent auction,
and the June meeting is a more casual picnic affair.
VCAS also maintains several important Ventura
County archaeological collections and archives, which
are available for researcher use and currently located
he Ventura County Archaeological
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Two San José State University Summer Field Schools in 2016
Marco Meniketti, San José State University

S

an José State University will be

conducting two separate archaeological field
schools during summer of 2016. Students will earn
three units of upper-division anthropology credit from
either field school.

San José State University field school students learning
archaeological excavation methods on the Caribbean
island of Nevis (top) and Santa Cruz County’s Nicene
Marks State Park (bottom). Photos courtesy the
author.
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The Caribbean Legacy Project will be held
from June 9 through June 30, 2016 on the island of
Nevis in the West Indies. The project will combine
prehistoric and historical data recovery. One venue
will be the eighteenth-century Hamilton estate sugar factory, which was once owned by the uncle of
Alexander Hamilton, and will be investigated as an
integral part of a local heritage preservation agenda.
The second site to be examined on the island is an
endangered prehistoric (pre-contact-era) indigenous
burial, which will be recovered for preservation by
the local heritage society. Students will also engage in
geoarchaeological environmental sampling. A maximum of 12 students will be accepted for the project.
Housing and meals are provided dormitory-style.
Visit http://www.caribbeanarchaeology.com for more
information.
The second field school will be carried out
in Santa Cruz County, California, at The Forest of
Nicene Marks State Park, and is tentatively scheduled for July 20 to August 5, 2016. The Loma Prieta
Mill Project is a partnership with California State
Parks and is an investigation of the Loma Prieta timber mill, workers’ housing, and industrial landscape
dating from the late nineteenth century. Last season,
the field school mapped the site and located evidence
of the blacksmith’s hearth and steam engine boiler
house. This season we hope to map the workers’ housing and expand investigation of the mill. The project
will accommodate a maximum of 20 students. The
project operates as a commuter field project Monday
through Friday.
For information regarding cost, logistics, or requirements for participation, please
contact the Anthropology Department at San José
State University, or email Professor Marco Meniketti at
marco.meniketti@sjsu.edu.

23

Events Calendar
For an up-to-date list of events related to California archaeology hosted by the SCA and other groups, visit the
SCA’s online events calendar at http://scahome.org/calendar-of-events/.

Register Now for the Society for California Archaeology 50th Annual Meeting!
March 10–13, 2016, at the DoubleTree Ontario Airport in Ontario, California

M

eeting registration for the 2016

Annual Meeting is now open. SCA members
register by logging on to your member’s page at
https://scahome.org/memb/login.php, while nonmembers must register at https://scahome.org/memb/
non_mem_event_reg.php.
The 2016 Annual Meeting location is the
DoubleTree Ontario Airport (222 North Vineyard
Avenue, Ontario, CA). This beautiful and spacious facility is conveniently located a quick and free 1.5 mile
shuttle ride from the Ontario Airport. The deadline
to reserve rooms at the SCA’s negotiated rate of $119/
night is February 15, 2016. Registration is open now.
Space is limited, so book early!
The Plenary Session is tentatively planned for
Friday morning, March 11. We are busy working on
some great and interesting kickoff presentations with
an underlying tempo of this year’s theme, “Good
Vibrations.” Rather than a retrospective of the last 50
years, presenters will weave into their presentation
the major connections that set or changed the underlying tone for the topic of their presentations. This year
we will honor some of the 2015 award winners at the
Plenary, rather than all at the Banquet.
The 2016 Silent Auction and Wine/Beer Tasting
Event will be held on Friday, March 11, at the Planes of
Fame Air Museum. Wander amidst a great collection
of flying and static aircraft, while enjoying friends,
your favorite beverages, and a catered dinner. Space is
limited and this event sells out.
Be sure to buy your tickets before the Tuesday,
February 16, 2016 deadline. As a catered event, we
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must provide the caterer with a head count before the
meeting commences.
The 2016 SCA Awards Banquet will be held
at the DoubleTree Hotel, Saturday night, March 12.
Following the annual presentation of awards, we will
hear from keynote speaker Eric Boardman. Eric and
his long time co-host Gary Owens have done a number of television specials focusing on the fields of
science and education covering various museums and
institutions. Eric also hosts Jurassic Con, a convention
show that specializes in the fields of archaeology and
paleontology as well as their effect on Hollywood.
More information on meeting registration, hotel room booking, workshops, and
events can be found online at https://scahome.
org/2016-annual-meeting-venue-and-events/.

Announcing the John D. Cooper Center Field
Trip on March 13, 1:00–3:00 pm
The Dr. John D. Cooper Archaeological and
Paleontological Center, established as a partnership between the County of Orange, through Orange County
Parks, and California State University, Fullerton in
2009, preserves the history of life in Orange County,
California. It is the repository and management center
for the artifacts and fossils found in the County. The
archaeological collection numbers over a million artifacts from 450 archaeological sites. Join us for a tour
of the Cooper Center’s laboratories and storage facilities in Santa Ana. Meet with the Center’s Director and
Curator and discover the wealth of opportunities for
future research. The 45-minute trip to the center will
be via carpool. Capacity: 30. Cost: $10.
24

