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Letter from the President

H EllO SCA! I’VE TAKEN ON THE DUTIES Of PRESIDENT, AND 
it has proven to be a particularly interesting and challenging role. 

After three and a half decades of comfortably ignoring the mechanics of 
the SCA and assuming the Board just magically conjured up meetings, 
newsletters, journals, and such, I have come to realize exactly how 
dynamic and active our organization really is. I truly appreciate the great 
honor and responsibility that goes with being an elected SCA Board 
member, and I want to preface my first column by challenging you 
readers to also step up and compete for the privilege of serving on the 
SCA Board. Also, as a personal message to past Board members and 
committee chairs—and to those who have run for office but were not 
elected—I ask you to please consider serving again. We are a member-
ship-based organization, and you are it.

Having mentioned the need for volunteers, we have some new 
Board members to acknowledge. We welcome President-Elect Jelmer 
Eerkens, who has been catapulted into duty; and Maggie Trumbly, who 
will serve as Treasurer. Maggie is taking over from John Burge, who 
successfully filled the Treasurer position for six years—thank you, John! 
Also, Barbara Tejada has taken over as Southern Vice President. Barbara 
and Michelle Cross, our Northern Vice President, have secured both 
Northern and Southern Data Sharing Meeting venues. Both locations 
will provide our membership with great and memorable experiences (see 
page 26 for more details). lastly, Allika Ruby will take over the 2016 
Annual Meeting Proceedings editorship that Don laylander has per-
formed over the past several years.

As far as business goes, our Annual Meeting in Redding turned out 
to be a very positive event. Congratulations are due to our Immediate Past 
President, Jennifer Darcangelo, for successfully hosting the 2015 Annual 
Meeting, and for serving as our President through a difficult year in 
which there was a flush of legislative actions that drew our attention and 
response. Many of these issues are ongoing, and among Jennifer, Jelmer, 
and me, we keep quite busy communicating our concerns. Working to-
gether as a trio of Presidents has proven to be an effective way of bal-
ancing our various outlooks on archaeology and its applications while 
developing appropriate levels of responses to complex issues. Our team 
approach provides a great deal of mutual support, and we have been post-
ing our action item letters on the SCA’s facebook page. It’s reassuring to 

“I’m pickin’ up good vibrations…”
Mark Hylkema, President
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Letter from the President, cont.

monitor the number of thumbs-up “likes” as a means 
of confirmation of our membership’s expectations. 
Our recent survey found that the SCA membership 
wants the Board to get involved in issues that affect 
our professional interests, and we are striving to do so 
in a number of ways, including offering consultation 
and review of conflicted projects. 

The SCA was well-represented at the Society 
for American Archaeology meetings in San francisco 
a few weeks ago. Denise Wills, our SCA Goddess, 
worked an informational table in the vendor’s salon, 
and we Board members scheduled our time to keep 
her company. I also had the pleasure of hosting this 
year’s Council of Councils meeting, which is an orga-
nization of the various state archaeological societies. 
for the meeting in San francisco, Jennifer Darcangelo 
and I described the activities of the SCA and then in-
troduced several of our presenters. Beth and Chris 
Padon showed a great DVD describing the California 
Archaeological Site Stewardship Program (CASSP), 
which was very well received. The CASSP presenta-
tion was soon followed by Mike Newland, who pro-
vided us with a progress update of the SCA-sponsored 
coastal archaeological survey conducted in anticipa-
tion of adverse effects from rapid, climate-induced sea 
level changes. finally, Greg Castro discussed his role 
as co-chair of the SCA Native American Programs 
Committee. Greg made an important contribution to 
our meeting by representing tribal interests and ex-
pressing the concern that we blend traditional values 
into our methods and findings. Afterwards, there was 
an hour of discussion and sharing ideas, and I truly 
thank my fellow Board members and presenters for 
making this a successful endeavor—we really wowed 
’em!

In case you have not heard, we will be kicking 
off our 50th anniversary season at the DoubleTree 
Airport Hotel in Ontario, California, in March of 
2016. I’ll admit that I had some trepidation about the 
location, thinking that maybe a less exotic place might 
better serve our anniversary needs; however, just a 

few days ago I joined several of the Board members 
and journeyed to the DoubleTree to check it out. I’m 
very pleased to report that the facilities are quite nice! 
Staff was courteous and eager to meet our needs, and 
there are several restaurants and a score of other ho-
tels within walking distance. The meeting rooms are 
large, with many comfortable lounge spaces and a 
nice garden patio area. It will be a good place for us to 
reconvene and become a unified membership to cel-
ebrate our milestone event.

finally, I want to express to the membership my 
commitment to bring our family of colleagues togeth-
er and celebrate our anniversary while also addressing 
the hot political issues of our profession. I’m also hop-
ing to bring back many of our historical archaeolo-
gists who have strayed from the SCA. There has been 
a sense that within the venues of the SCA, prehistoric 
research has taken precedent over their contributions 
and interests. When we present our findings together, 
we all benefit from the insights and experiences that 
contribute to our collective interests in California’s 
cultural heritage. I will also be calling on many CRM 
firms who have not been presenting the results of their 
professional investigations as regularly as they should. 
One of our primary functions as a society is to facili-
tate the dissemination of archaeological findings, and 
the SCA should strive to meet this responsibility. Our 
strength lies in our membership. 

President Mark Hylkema. Photo by Dawn Jungemann.



SCA Newsletter 49(2) – June 2015 5

2015–2016 Committees and Liaisons

Advanced Annual Meeting Planning
Adie Whitaker
Adie@farwestern.com 

Annual Meeting Program
Scott Williams
sawilliams@usbr.gov

Archaeology Month Representative
Annemarie Cox
annemarie.cox100@gmail.com

Bennyhoff Memorial Award
Terry Joslin 
(805) 235-9747
tjoslin@ccarchaeology.com

California Archaeological Site 
Stewardship Program
Beth and Chris Padon
(562) 595-3995
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Newsletter
Peter Von der Porten
newsletter@scahome.org

Nominations Committee
Patricia Mikkelsen
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pat@farwestern.com
lynn Gamble
gamble@anth.ucsb.edu

Proceedings
Don laylander
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Gregory White
gwhite@subterraconsulting.com

Student Affairs
Melanie Beasley
(916) 524-4258
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Volunteer Coordinator
Sherri Andrews
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Website
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Women in California Archaeology
Seetha Reddy
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Open Committee Chair Positions
Annual Meeting local Arrangements
Membership
Publicity
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Shelly Davis-King
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Shelly Davis-King
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Amy Huberland
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Legislation Liaison
Samantha Schell
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California Office of Historic 
Preservation Liaison
Susan Stratton
susankstratton@fs.fed.us

Society for Historical
Archaeology Liaison
Karen Swope
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Society for American Archaeology
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State Historical Resources 
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C. Kristina Roper
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Committee Chairs Liaisons
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Beyond Boundaries: 2015 Annual Meeting Summary
Jennifer Darcangelo, Immediate Past President

SCA Business and Activities

I HAVE TO SAy THAT THE 2015 ANNUAl 
Meeting in Redding exceeded my expectations! 

We had more than 700 people register for the meeting, 
and the Silent Auction at the Turtle Bay Museum 
was a fabulous event with more than 450 attendees. 
The banquet was also a success, with a very interest-
ing and entertaining presentation by keynote speaker 
Dr. Anthony Graesch. I would like to sincerely thank 
all of our award presenters and banquet speakers. As 
promised, we made an effort to keep our awards brief 
and yet still convey our honor and appreciation to the 
following recipients:

•	 California Indian Scholarships: Kanyon Sayers-
Roods, “Coyote Woman at Indian Canyon,” 
Mutsun Ohlone/Chumash; Me’lash-ne loren 
Bommelyn, Smith River Rancheria Tribal 
Council, Tolowa/De’ne; Carmen lucas, Kwaaymii 
laguna Band of Mission Indians

•	 Presidential Award for Excellent Service to the 
SCA: Patricia Mikkelsen

•	 James A. Bennyhoff Memorial Award: Allison 
Hill

•	 Golden Shovel Award: Edward Mike
•	 Helen C. Smith Award for Individual or Society 

Avocationalist Achievement: Gary A. Garrett
•	 California Indian Heritage Preservation 

Award: Robert B. Burns
•	 Thomas F. King Award for Excellence in 

Cultural Resource Management: Tina Biorn
•	 Martin A. Baumhoff Special Achievement 

Award: William R. Hildebrandt
•	 Mark Raymond Harrington Award for 

Conservation Archaeology: Patricia C. Martz
•	 David A. Fredrickson Lifetime Achievement 

Award: Michael J. Moratto

Special thanks to our Conference Planning Committee 
for their tireless efforts that ensured everything went 
smoothly:

• Kaely Colligan, Program Chair
• Elena Nilsson, local Arrangements Chair
• Trudy Vaughn, local Arrangements Co-Chair
• Greg Greenway, Silent Auction Beverage 

Coordinator
• Russ Bevill, Silent Auction Donations Coordinator
• Gregory Burns, Audio Visual Coordinator
• Darren Andolina, Volunteer Coordinator
• Kimberly Cuevas, fundraising
• Michelle Cross, Banquet Coordinator
• Sannie Osborn, Book Room Coordinator
• Gregg Castro, Native American Programs 

Committee
• Cassandra Hensher, Native American Programs 

Committee
• Melanie Beasley, Student Affairs Committee
• Dottie Smith, Old Shasta field Trip
• Rich Jenkins, Church Rock field Trip
• Eric Ritter, Church Rock field Trip

Without our generous meeting underwriters, none of 
this could happen, so I would like to thank all of our 
donors and sponsors, many of whom we count on ev-
ery year. Thank you!

Underwriters

• Applied Earth Works
• Browning Cultural Resources, Inc.
• Cogstone
• Matthew R. Clark, Holman & Associates
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SCA Business and Activities, cont.

• Davis-King & Associates
• far Western Anthropological Research, Inc. 
• Pacific Gas and Electric Company
• lynn Gamble and Glenn Russell
• Kristina Roper, Sierra Valley Cultural Planning 
• Thomas N. layton
• Sannie and Daniel Osborn
• California State Parks
• Pacific legacy
• Adrian and Mary Praetzellis
• Michael Sampson and Susan Hector
• Southern California Edison
• Trudy Vaughan
• Denise Wills

Silent Auction Beverage Donors

• Archaeological Research Center
• Applied EarthWorks Inc.
• ASM Affiliates
• California Office of Historic Preservation
• Cardno
• Cogstone
• far Western Anthropological Research Group, Inc.
• ICf International
• SCA Presidents Corner
• Sierra Nevada Brewing Company
• Sierra Valley Cultural Planning
• Statistical Research, Inc.
• The Silverbacks/Alta

• Stantec

Book Room Vendors

• American Cultural Resources Association 
• Beta Analytic Inc.
• Center for Archaeological Research at Davis 

• California Archaeological Site Stewardship 
Program

• DirectAMS
• Eliot Werner Publications
• Heyday Books
• Institute for Canine forensics
• left Coast Press
• louis Collins Rare Books
• Making Archaeology Public Project/National 

Historic Preservation Act 50th Anniversary 
Project 

• Mesa Technical
• Oregon and California Trails Association
• Phoenix Obsidian Designs
• Register of Professional Archaeologists
• Santa Cruz Archaeological Society
• SCA Archaeology Month
• California Tribal Historic Preservation Officers
• Sonoma State University
• The Basket Tree
• University of Utah Press
• Waqaq Art

I appreciate the commitment of Darren Andolina 
and the many volunteers, especially with the meeting 
spread across two hotels.

Volunteers

• Unadel Bitt
• Greg Burns
• Lauren Carriere
• Julie Cassidy
• Greg Collins
• Ebony Creswell
• Kevin Dalton
• Emily Darko
• Bennie Davidson
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SCA Business and Activities, cont.

• Shelly Davis-King
• Tricia Dodds
• Andrea fink
• Mary Gerbic
• Adam Gutierrez
• lindsay Hartman
• Amy Huberland
• Chris Juelch
• Cara Kubiak
• Christine Lambert
• Amanda Lanier
• Jeanette Maldonado
• Carie Montero
• Anthony Morales
• Jessica Morales
• Violet Navarrete
• Alden Neel
• Sannie Osborne
• Pat Paramoure
• Ryan Phillip
• Jeff Reid
• Susan Scott

• Kathleen Ungvarsky
• Maximilian van Rensselaer
• Shawna Veach

One of my favorite events this year was the 
Native American Meet and Greet, sponsored by the 
Native American Programs Committee with the sup-
port of Davis-King & Associates. The gathering was 
held in the Presidential Suite and was well attended by 
both long-time Native American members and new-
comers. Elonda Castro outdid herself with the food, 
and I am hoping we can make this an Annual Meeting 
tradition.

I would like to sincerely thank everyone in-
volved in making this meeting an extraordinary expe-
rience. from the careful planning months in advance, 
to the last-minute details that no one could plan for, 
the commitment from our team was amazing. Every 
year it takes a planning committee, volunteers, under-
writers, and donors who donate their resources, time, 
and money to make the meeting happen. As we look 
toward our 50th Anniversary meeting in Ontario, I 
hope you are thinking about what you can do to make 
the meeting a success. 

2015 Annual Meeting Revenue Summary
Category Income Expense Balance
Meeting Registration $37,840.00 ($644.26) $37,195.74 
Silent Auction Tickets $19,015.00 ($12,240.00) $6,775.00 
Silent Auction Proceeds $4,947.00 $4,947.00 
Banquet Tickets $12,850.00 ($10,955.70) $1,895.30 
Underwriting $11,255.00 $11,255.00 
Program Ads $595.00 $595.00 
Book Room $2,360.00 $2,360.00 
Audio/Visual ($4,255.76)
Program Printing ($3,471.39) ($3,471.39)
Business Office Expense ($877.43)
Guest Room Comps ($1,288.64)
field Trips $435.00 $435.00 
Workshops $1,300.00 ($720.00) $580.00 
Totals $90,597.00 ($34,453.18) $56,143.82 

($4255.76)

($877.43)
(1,288.64)
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SCA Business and Activities, cont.

Michael Moratto (right) accepting the David A. 
Fredrickson Lifetime Achievement Award from 
Barry Price. Photo by Trudy Haversat and Gary S. 
Breschini.

Patricia Martz (center) accepting the Mark Raymond 
Harrington Award for Conservation Archaeology 
Photo by Trudy Haversat and Gary S. Breschini.

Bob Burns, recipient of the California Indian Heritage 
Preservation Award. Photo by Trudy Haversat and 
Gary S. Breschini.

Tina Biorn (right) accepting the Thomas F. King 
Award for Excellence in Cultural Resource 
Management from Annmarie Medin. Photo by Trudy 
Haversat and Gary S. Breschini.
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SCA Business and Activities, cont.

Mixing and mingling during the Silent Auction at Turtle Bay Museum. Photo by Peter Von der Porten.

Annual Meeting participants attending the Poster 
Session. Photo by Peter Von der Porten.

Volunteers staff the SCA information table. Left to 
right: Josie Smith, Arno Martini, and Juliet Barton. 
Photo by Peter Von der Porten.
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Dave Fredrickson Quilt Raffled Off in Redding
Tom Origer

D AVE fREDRICKSON AMASSED A COllEC-
tion of fabric that fills more than 30 archive 

boxes, and just before he died, the hoard was given to 
the folks at Tom Origer & Associates because Dave 
felt we’d know what to do with it. Well, after filling a 
good portion of my garage for several months, the idea 
struck us (a message from beyond?) that the fabric 
should be sewn into quilts. Dave was a quilter, and 
readily showed off his handiwork and explained how 
and why he created his quilts. In keeping with Dave’s 
interest in quilts, and as an acknowledgment of his 
archaeological relationship with Jim Bennyhoff, the 
folks at Tom Origer & Associates, including Eileen 
Barrow, Vicki Beard, lauren Del Bondio, Ginny Ton, 
Janine Origer, and Tom (with help from Sunshine 
Psota), created the first of many quilts to be raffled at 
the SCA Annual Meetings to generate funds for the 
James A. Bennyhoff Memorial Award fund. 

The raffle was a success! Several hundred “raf-
flers” purchased $2,100 worth of raffle tickets for a 
chance to acquire the one-of-a-kind quilt. Note, two 
individuals donated an additional $7 to the cause. 
Therefore, the total revenue generated was $2,107.

your support of this effort by buying raffle tick-
ets demonstrates your commitment to the future of 
archaeology. your support provides financial assis-
tance to the Society’s student members who are con-
ducting important research that follows in the steps of 
Jim Bennyhoff. On behalf of the James A. Bennyhoff 
Memorial Award fund committee, and those who cre-
ated this quilt, we thank you.

Drum roll please… Congratulations to Jennifer 
farquar, who won the quilt.

The 2016 quilt is being made by the folks at far 
Western Anthropological Research Group. Be pre-
pared to be wowed by their creation. 

A Reflection on the Annual Meeting
Annemarie Cox

A S ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT fOR THE 
SCA, I would like to thank the organizers of 

the 49th Annual Meeting. The city, conference venues, 
silent auction site, and overall hotel experience was 
delightful. I enjoyed working again at the registration 
table, except when PayPal stopped running. That did 
provide, however, time to visit with the extraordinary 
members of the SCA. 

As California Archaeology Month coordina-
tor, I would like to congratulate Mark Hylkema and 
Tammara Norton. Their winning design for the 2015 
Archaeology Month poster is beautiful. I want to ac-
knowledge and thank the 47 individuals representing 
museums, colleges and universities, federal, state, and 
local agencies, and archaeology societies, centers, 

and research facilities who took nearly 2,100 posters. 
I know you will create exciting and engaging public 
programs to celebrate California Archaeology Month 
and disseminate the posters. 

As a member of the SCA, I would like to thank 
the conference presenters, volunteers, Executive 
Board, and committee members for their time, ef-
fort, and unwavering support of the SCA Mission 
Statement.

I had a blast with the San Diego crew; secret 
rooms and lost keys, vanilla shakes and yummy beer. 
Thanks for letting me tag along. Redding rocks!

I hope to see you all in Ontario; 50 never looked 
so good. 
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SCA Proceedings Now Accepting Submissions
Don Laylander

T HE SCA ProCeediNgS IS NOW ACCEPTING 
articles for publication this fall in Volume 29. 

The contributions will be based on presentations 
at this year’s Annual Meeting in Redding. Please 
consider submitting your article no later than July 1 to 
the SCA Business Office (office@scahome.org). The 

SCA website contains information for contributors 
concerning article format, length, figures, etc. (http://
scahome.org/sca-publications/proceeding-submissions/). 
If you have any questions about submissions, please 
feel free to contact the Proceedings editor, Don 
Laylander (dlaylander@cox.net). 

SCA Turns 50!
Shelly Davis-King

T HE SOCIETy fOR CAlIfORNIA 
Archaeology has begun preparations for our 

50th Anniversary celebrations. We are compiling 
information about the founding and history of the 
Society, and are soliciting photographs and written 
reminisces from our membership. If you have 
any information or photographs you would like to 
share, please email Shelly Davis-King (shellydk@ 
frontiernet.net) with particulars and we can discuss 
how the information might be used.

Part of the 50th anniversary celebration of 
the founding of the SCA will include a histor-
ic t-shirt sale. If you have some t-shirts with ap-
propriate logos (excavations, field schools, com-
pany shirts, or anthropology/archaeology-themed 
shirts), please send them to Shelly Davis-King,  
P.O. Box 10, Standard, CA 95373

I will wash the t-shirts, try to remove stains, 
and press them for sale at the 2016 Annual Meeting in 
Ontario to support SCA programs. 

Professional Standards and Ethics Committee Report
Trish Fernandez, Chair

I AM PlEASED TO ANNOUNCE THAT THE 
Professional Standards and Ethics Committee 

is back up and running! My thanks to the past SCA 
Board for honoring me with the appointment as Chair; 
I’m looking forward to a long and productive relation-
ship. Our aim is to have broad representation of all 
member interests, and we have a great group of indi-
viduals who have volunteered to serve the member-
ship by participating actively on this committee. If 
you are interested in joining the committee, please 
feel free to contact me either by email or phone:  
tfernandez@incontext.co, (530) 409-8612.

As Committee Chair, I think it’s important to set 
out an agreed-upon Mission Statement that serves to 
guide the Committee’s purview and actions. To that 
end, Committee members have spent the last few 
months in consultation with the SCA Board to define 
our purpose, goals, tasks to reach those goals, and im-
mediate priorities. We hope to complete this process at 
the next SCA Board meeting, after which we will roll 
out our program to the members. Until then, if you 
have any questions or concerns, please don’t hesitate 
to contact me. The Committee is here at the behest of 
the Board to serve you, the members. 

mailto:office%40scahome.org
http://scahome.org/sca-publications/proceeding-submissions/
http://scahome.org/sca-publications/proceeding-submissions/
mailto:dlaylander%40cox.net
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mailto:tfernandez%40incontext.co


SCA Newsletter 49(2) – June 2015 13

SCA Business and Activities, cont.

W E WANT TO THANK All WHO PARTICI-
pated and attended the CASSP committee 

meeting and the “CASSP: Going forward” forum at 
the SCA Annual Meeting in Redding. Our panelists 
included Susan Stratton, Gregg Castro, Greg 
Haverstock, leslie Steidl, Bryan Taylor, and Kim 
Preston, and was chaired by Catherine Ciofalo and 
Beth Padon. After short presentations by panelists, 
there was general discussion about ways to improve 
the program. 

Volunteer site stewards help agency archae-
ologists protect sites and publicize cultural resource 
preservation. But CASSP can do more by helping to 
maintain connections between agency archaeologists 
and their volunteers, by keeping volunteers active dur-
ing transitions when agency archaeologists change or 
when volunteers move, and by planning how CASSP 
training will be sustained after the current coordina-
tors leave. Perhaps the most discussed topic was out-
reach to the public. Here, participants voiced the need 
to reach a younger audience with information on ar-
chaeology and site stewardship. Some people talked 
about going to schools, to Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts, 
and to the general public at events such as Earth Day, 
or at venues such as local farmers’ markets. lake 
Oroville site stewards talked about how their site 

stewardship table at their farmers’ market provides a 
new role for the volunteers, and shows the public that 
site stewards are protecting State Parks’ heritage re-
sources. Site stewards can spread the word about the 
program at local archaeology societies, and tell people 
how they can benefit from becoming site stewards. A 
facebook page was suggested to help increase contact 
with a wider audience. It was approved at the Sunday 
SCA Board meeting, and linn Gassaway, archaeolo-
gist at the Sequoia National forest, graciously offered 
to operate the CASSP page. She posted the page about 
a week later. Please let us know your opinion of the 
CASSP facebook page (http://www.facebook.com/
pages/California-Archaeological-Site-Stewardship-
Program/608935952575076).

The forum also highlighted the need to start 
looking for new coordinators for CASSP. We have 
managed CASSP for 16 years, and even though we 
would love to continue forever, we realize we need 
other people to keep the program going. New coor-
dinators will be needed, and they should start work-
ing with the program early to make sure that this is 
something they really want to do, and also so there is 
continuity in the transitions. Please contact us if you 
would like to help with the workshops. The conversa-
tion continues after the forum and archaeology meet-

California Archaeological Site Stewardship Program Activities 
Beth and Chris Padon

CASSP volunteers at the SCA Annual meeting in Redding. Photo courtesy Beth and Chris Padon.

http://www.facebook.com/pages/California-Archaeological-Site-Stewardship-Program/608935952575076
http://www.facebook.com/pages/California-Archaeological-Site-Stewardship-Program/608935952575076
http://www.facebook.com/pages/California-Archaeological-Site-Stewardship-Program/608935952575076
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ings. We look forward to hearing from others about 
CASSP.

The volunteers are the heart of CASSP. Over the 
past few months, we have talked with and heard from 
several of you. We thank all of you for taking the time 
to share your experiences with field visits and other 
site stewardship activities. Space limits us to report 
only a few. Britt, a site steward for George Kline at 
BlM Palm Springs, wrote, “Maria and I checked on 
Corn Springs on March 15, 2015; all looked good. 
After you said it was o.k., I trimmed that Palo Verde 
tree that was growing over the Riverside County 
Bronze Plaque at the site. Other than some light trash 
at times, I am very pleased that we have not found 
any damage to the rock art over these past 2 years.” 
George, Ila, and Judy, site stewards for James Shearer 
at BlM Barstow, visit several sites. In a recent report 
about one of them, they wrote, “The damage from 
the tire tracks and rock triangle are gradually fading 
away,” and Ila included photos and GPS locations. 
Pete, a site steward for Steve Harvey at Cleveland 
National forest, wrote, “I have forgotten how often 
y’all need the hours. I was just updating my log and 
thought you should get them also. I have been volun-
teering two days a week in the lab at the San Diego 
Archaeological Center. I am having a ball and learn-
ing lots.” (Pete also wrote in his log that he fixed a 
couple of fence posts at his assigned site in the forest.) 
Thanks to every volunteer site steward for your dedi-
cation and commitment to help protect our heritage 
resources. your efforts do make a difference.

In January, the Archaeological Institute of 
America (AIA) asked CASSP to provide a brief vid-
eo for their fundraising event in April. This request 
follows last year’s AIA award to CASSP for Best 
Practices in Site Preservation. At first, we thought 
we could prepare a presentation ourselves, but after 
viewing the excellent archaeological films produced 
by the Advanced laboratory for Visual Archaeology 
(AlVA) at California State University, Chico, we con-
tacted them for help. In short order, they put together 

a great, two-minute film on CASSP, which they com-
pleted in time for the AIA presentation and for the 
Society for American Archaeology (SAA) meetings in 
San francisco. We showed this film to many people 
at the SAA meetings, and everyone reacted very posi-
tively. If you would like to see this film, please send 
a message to bpadon@discoveryworks.com, or you 
may view it on the CASSP facebook page. Thanks 
again to AlVA, and especially to Brian Brazeal and 
to Arik Bord, for helping CASSP improve its outreach 
with this great film.

Additional good news: the U.S. forest Service 
and the SCA signed the grant agreement that funds 
site stewardship for this fiscal year. This means that 
site stewardship workshops for 2015 can be scheduled. 
None have been confirmed at the time of this sub-
mission, but please check the CASSP website (http://
www.cassp.org) or send an email to Beth Padon at 
bpadon@discoveryworks.com for the latest informa-
tion on dates and locations for these trainings. Thanks 
to the U.S. forest Service Pacific Southwest Region 
and to the SCA for their continued support. 

Ground disturbance documented by a CASSP Site 
Steward. Photo courtesy Beth and Chris Padon.

mailto:bpadon%40discoveryworks.com
http://www.cassp.org
http://www.cassp.org
mailto:bpadon%40discoveryworks.com
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T HE CAlIfORNIA STATE OffICE Of HISTORIC 
Preservation (OHP) has posted the final 

California Historical resources information System 
(CHriS) Service delivery Model Analysis on the OHP 
website (http://ohp.parks.ca.gov/?page_id=1068). This 
report includes a study of CHRIS Information Center 
(IC) finances and operations, as well as recommenda-
tions for reorganization of the CHRIS system. four 
organizational models were analyzed: (1) no change 
to the number of ICs (currently, there are nine); (2) 
a range of ICs, from two to four; (3) one IC; and (4) 
no ICs (all duties carried out by the OHP). At the 
State Historical Resources Commission Meeting, 
which took place in April 2015 in San Diego, the 
State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO) indicated 
the most likely scenario would be two to four ICs. 
Changes are to take place once digitization of the 
CHRIS inventory is complete (Phases I and II of the 
CHriS Modernization and Sustainability Plan, http://
ohp.parks.ca.gov/?page_id=28064).

In addition to the Modernization Plan and the 
Service delivery Model, the OHP also contracted 
with farallon Geographics to produce an Information 
Center Inventory Assessment, which included 
CHRIS-wide recommendations for improving digi-
tization throughout the California Office of Historic 
Preservation. The OHP is proposing another study for 
2015, the CHRIS Transition Plan, which will redefine 
some of the IC functions, and will be based in part on 
the final Service delivery Model report. This plan will 
result in a more specific vision of the future CHRIS 
and the activities that the CHRIS conducts. It will also 
lay out a course of action for realizing this vision. 

At a CHRIS Symposium meeting in March 2015, 
the OHP, The Results Group, CHRIS IC Coordinators, 
and a group of 15 stakeholders, including tribal rep-
resentatives, planners, agency archaeologists, and 
private consultants, discussed a future vision for the 

CHRIS. Comments raised by the stakeholders em-
phasized the importance of (1) a flexible structure to 
accommodate all the CHRIS users (large companies, 
agencies, tribes, planners, researchers); (2) the im-
portance of keeping regional centers; (3) sustainable 
funding for the CHRIS; (4) stronger leadership from 
OHP; and (5) establishing digital security protocols 
for the CHRIS and its clients.

The CHRIS Mission Statement, officially adopt-
ed in 1994, states that the work of the CHRIS includes 
(1) primary records management, both for the conser-
vation of original information and the development 
and maintenance of working systems; (2) the dissemi-
nation of information concerning the full range of 
historical resource values, the provision of local ex-
pertise in the interpretation of that information, and 
professional advice and recommendations designed to 
assist in compliance with applicable laws and regula-
tions; and (3) a variety of proactive educational efforts 
on both a formal and informal basis, through which 
the ICs work to broaden the appreciation and under-
standing of historical resource values as well as to 
strengthen compliance with state and federal laws.

In summary, the OHP is proposing future chang-
es to the CHRIS structure, including consolidation to 
a few very large centers, and potentially changing the 
roles the ICs play in terms of relationships with lo-
cal governments, state and federal agencies, student 
internships, and public education. your feedback re-
garding the Service delivery Model and proposed 
future changes to the CHRIS structure is important 
and may be offered by contacting Eric Allison at OHP 
(eric.allison@parks.ca.gov). 

The Future of the California Historical Resources Information System 
Amy Huberland 

http://ohp.parks.ca.gov/%3Fpage_id%3D1068
http://ohp.parks.ca.gov/%3Fpage_id%3D28064
http://ohp.parks.ca.gov/%3Fpage_id%3D28064
mailto:eric.allison%40parks.ca.gov
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I AM VERy PlEASED TO ANNOUNCE A NEW OP-
portunity for students to get involved with the SCA 

and the Student Affairs Committee, which will result 
in supporting two student stipends for attending the 
Annual Meeting. for the past six years, I have been 
the Chair of the Student Affairs Committee. As I 
enter the last year of my Ph.D., I also will be in my 
last year of chairing the Student Affairs Committee. 
The position has been very rewarding because of 
the people I have met and the activities I have had 
the privilege to organize for students at the Annual 
Meeting. But now it is time to pass the reins, train 
someone new, and leave the Committee in a better 
place by creating two co-chair positions to run the 
Committee, organize student events at the Annual 
Meeting, and manage the facebook page. 

But first, I want to highlight the history of the 
Student Affairs Committee. At one point, every mem-
ber of the SCA has been a student of archaeology. 
Students have long been involved in the SCA and the 
activities of our volunteer-run organization. In 1998, 
student membership hit an all-time low (only 7% of 
the membership!), and in 2005 the Student Affairs 
Committee was formed in an effort to rejuvenate the 
student membership and promote student involvement 
in SCA meetings and events. Under the direction of 
Shannon Tushingham (now faculty at Washington 
State University, Pullman) from 2005 to 2009, the 
Student Affairs Committee flourished by organiz-
ing events at the Annual Meetings for students (e.g., 
discussion panels and happy hours) and provided the 
student members with information about archaeologi-
cal opportunities via the yahoo listserv. Additionally, 
the Committee has been dedicated to voicing the con-
cerns and issues of student members, who currently 
represent approximately one-quarter of the SCA 
membership.

In 2009, I took over the chair position of the 
Student Affairs Committee. for a brief time Kristen 
Hoppa served as co-chair, but I have solely run the 
show for the past five years. In the past couple of 
years, I have tried to pass off the chair position, but 
to no avail. In an effort to come up with a better way 
to pass the chair position from student to student (so 
that no single student has the responsibility for seven 
years), I proposed to the Board at the Annual Meeting 
in Redding this year that we create two official co-
chair positions for students that will give them a small 
stipend to attend two Annual Meetings and organize 
the student events. I borrowed this model from a simi-
lar new Student Liaison to the Executive Committee 
position created by the American Association of 
Physical Anthropologists, which I currently hold for 
that organization. This year, when the call goes out 
for abstracts for the next Annual Meeting, there will 
also be an application for the co-chair positions of the 
Student Affairs Committee.

The successful candidate must be a graduate 
student and a registered student member of the SCA 
in good standing at the time of application and for 
the duration of her/his appointment. The position is 
for two years and runs from when the Committee 
makes its selection of a successful candidate through 
two Annual Meetings, ending when the replacement 
co-chair is selected. The role of the student co-chair 
is mainly to: (1) organize the student events at the 
Annual Meeting; (2) maintain the facebook page by 
informing students of SCA-related events; (3) bring 
to the SCA Board issues of interest and concern of 
the student members; and (4) assist the SCA Executive 
Director in maintaining the SCA campus liaison list 
for the webpage. During the first year in the co-chair 
position, the student will be mentored by the second-
year co-chair and essentially assist the existing co-
chair in running the Student Affairs Committee. The 

The Future of the Student Affairs Committee
Melanie Beasley, Chair
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T HE CAll fOR PAPERS IS OPEN UNTIl JUNE 
30, 2015, for the 49th Annual Conference on 

Historical and Underwater Archaeology. The setting 
for the 2016 conference (January 6–9) is the Omni 
Shoreham Hotel in Washington, D.C., built in 1930 
and overlooking Rock Creek Park. The hotel hosted 
presidential inaugural balls for more than 70 years, 
and the Beatles stayed at the hotel during their first trip 
to the United States. In recognition of the 100th anni-
versary of the creation of the National Park Service 
(NPS) and the 50th anniversary of the passage of the 
National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (NHPA), 
the conference theme is “A Call to Action: The Past 
and future of Historical Archaeology.” Participants 
are encouraged to consider the impact of NPS and 
NHPA on the practice of historical archaeology, and 
to envision the best practices that we hope to pursue in 
the future. you can review conference details at http://
www.sha.org/index.php/view/page/annual_meetings 
or #SHA2016 on social media, including the SHA 
blog: (http://www.sha.org/blog/index.php/2015/05/
sha2016-call-for-papers/).

The SHA Newsletter (http://onlinedigeditions.
com/publication?i=253602) has gone digital: read 
and share it in its new, interactive format, including 
increased hyperlink functionality, videos, and slide-
shows! The Newsletter contains two items of particular 
interest to California archaeologists. The SHA Gender 
and Minority Affairs Committee (GMAC) honored 
Mario Alberto Castillo with a Harriet Tubman Student 

Travel Grant to attend the SHA conference in January 
(pp. 5–6). Mario is a graduate student at UC Berkeley, 
where his research focuses on the archaeology of land 
use in North America and GIS applications. He previ-
ously received a 2014 ford foundation fellowship and 
a graduate student support grant from UC MEXUS 
(University of California Institute for Mexico and the 
United States). This June, Mario will travel to Mexico 
to identify an orphan archaeological collection for his 
dissertation research. In July, he will be in residence 
at the Universidad Autonoma de Queretaro, recording 
oral histories of indigenous Mexican citizens, running 
undergraduate GIS workshops, and lecturing on the 
relationship between archaeology and linguistics. 

Marco Meniketti, an associate professor of an-
thropology at San Jose State University (SJSU), re-
ported on the initiation this summer of the multiyear 
Industrial landscape Archaeology field School at 
the forest of Nisene Marks State Park. SJSU, in as-
sociation with California State Parks, will perform the 
study at the site of logging operations that supported 
the growing communities of the San francisco Bay 
area between the 1850s and 1920s. Meniketti called 
the region “a rare natural and historic landscape” 
and “a unique laboratory” because the land remained 
undeveloped, recovering considerably after nearly 
complete deforestation. find more details about the 
regional industrial landscape and the field school proj-
ect at the Newsletter link above (p. 37), or contact Dr. 
Meniketti at marco.meniketti@sjsu.edu. 

successful candidate will receive $250 towards travel 
costs each year as a stipend to attend the meeting.

I am very excited to announce this new oppor-
tunity for students to get involved with the SCA and 
to provide an opportunity to offset the cost of attend-
ing the Annual Meeting. This year I will act as the 
second-year co-chair to train the incoming first-year 

co-chair. Professors, please make your students aware 
of this great new opportunity. Students, please think 
about applying. I want to personally thank the Board 
for supporting my proposal for the new direction of 
the Student Affairs Committee. 

Society for Historical Archaeology Liaison Report
Karen Swope

http://www.sha.org/index.php/view/page/annual_meetings
http://www.sha.org/index.php/view/page/annual_meetings
http://www.sha.org/blog/index.php/2015/05/sha2016-call-for-papers/
http://www.sha.org/blog/index.php/2015/05/sha2016-call-for-papers/
http://onlinedigeditions.com/publication%3Fi%3D253602
http://onlinedigeditions.com/publication%3Fi%3D253602
mailto:marco.meniketti%40sjsu.edu
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T HANK yOU fOR PARTICIPATING IN OUR 
SCA Membership Survey! As of this writing, 

about 40% of our currently registered members have 
weighed in on the 38-question survey. While we are 
not ready to present the full results, we do have some 
preliminary information to report.

The survey asks the membership what the fu-
ture focus of the SCA should be, as well as how the 
SCA is currently doing on those issues. We present 
here a small sample of results, and if you go to either 
the Northern or Southern Data Sharing Meeting, you 
can expect a full report of the results. Shortly after the 
Data Sharing Meetings we will open our second and 
more focused survey based on results of the first.  

If you have not taken the survey, there is 
still time! Take the survey here: https://www. 
surveymonkey.com/s.aspx?sm=2fSmxfsi7dHo_2f7J
KxMalMg_3D_3D

Again, thank you for participating and helping 
shape the future of SCA!

editor’s note: following the previous issue, Thomas 
Wheeler wrote to remind us that the present member-
ship survey is not the first to be conducted in SCA his-
tory. In fact, the first survey was undertaken between 
April 1999 and April 2000. The results were reported  
in the December 2000 SCA Newsletter (Vol. 34, No. 
4), which can be viewed on the SCA website. 

Membership Survey: Preliminary Results
David Nicholson, Kim Carpenter, and Jennifer Darcangelo.

How important should the following goals be for 
the SCA?

Rating  
Avg. (1-5)

Very  
Important

Moderately  
Important

Not  
Important

Ensuring California archaeological sites are re-
searched according to accepted professional and 
scientific standards.

1.3 74.82% 6.47% 0.00%

The promotion of professional standards and guide-
lines for the practice of archaeology in California.

1.5 68.82% 8.24% 1.08%

The preservation of archaeological collections and 
records.

1.5 67.03% 12.54% 0.72%

The dissemination of information on archaeological 
practices and events to SCA members.

1.5 59.86% 11.11% 0.00%

The preservation of archaeological sites. 1.6 59.71% 15.11% 0.72%

The promotion of cooperation among archaeolo-
gists.

1.8 48.00% 19.27% 1.45%

The facilitation of the inclusion and cooperation of 
diverse cultural groups in archaeology.

2.1 39.71% 24.91% 3.25%

The dissemination of general archaeological infor-
mation to the public.

2.2 31.07% 33.21% 1.07%

https://www.surveymonkey.com/s.aspx%3Fsm%3D2fSmxFsi7dHo_2F7JKxMaLMg_3D_3D
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s.aspx%3Fsm%3D2fSmxFsi7dHo_2F7JKxMaLMg_3D_3D
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s.aspx%3Fsm%3D2fSmxFsi7dHo_2F7JKxMaLMg_3D_3D


SCA Newsletter 49(2) – June 2015 19

SCA Business and Activities, cont.

SCA Executive Board Meeting, Spring Meeting, Redding, March 12, 2015

Attendees:
Jennifer Darcangelo (President) 
Mark Hylkema (President-Elect)
Rick fitzgerald (Immediate Past-President)
Michelle Cross (Northern Vice President)
Noelle Shaver (Southern Vice President)
John Burge (Treasurer)
Amy Gusick (Secretary)
Denise Wills (Executive Director)

Visitors:
Kaley Colligan
Scott Williams

Meeting Opening

Approve minutes of January meeting, review ac-
tion items. Jennifer Darcangelo opened the meeting 
and discussed with the Board the possibility of pro-
tests at the meeting. Mark moves to approve the min-
utes. rick seconds. Vote: Yes 7, No 0.

Business Office Update

Denise Wills said that there are about 550 people 
registered and the auction and banquet are sold out. 
We should have about 600 to 650 people registered 
considering walk-ins. This will exceed expectations.

Redding Meeting Updates

friday’s symposia are student based and 
Saturday is more diverse. The AB 52 panel is on 
Saturday morning and we expect there may be a large 
turnout for the discussion. for the Silent Auction we 
have 10 kegs and 23 cases of wine. 

Treasurer’s Report and Funding Updates 

John has been treasurer for 6 years! All checks, 
deposits, etc., as of 3/11/2015 have been input into the 
report. We are currently even in terms of the budget. 
We budgeted $75,000 gross for the meeting and are 
already at $62,000. 

Bylaws and Board Handbook Review: 
Committee Guidance

The Board needs to have more involvement 
in the SCA committees to ensure that all commit-
tees are adhering to the bylaws and committee 
guidelines. Each committee needs to have specific  
guidelines, and these need to be conveyed to the com-
mittee chairs. The Board will revise the manual to 
indicate that committee members must be SCA mem-
bers, and also establish protocols for when members 
can use the SCA title, whether it is for symposia, com-
mittees, or on their email signatures. The Board needs 
to decide if it should discontinue some of the com-
mittees if we cannot get more people involved. The 
Board would like to switch some committee liaisons. 
The President will now be the liaison for CAASP 
and the Past President the liaison for the legislature 
Committee. The Southern Vice President will be the 
liaison for INAH. Jennifer moves to clarify with com-
mittee chairs that committee chairs and members must 
be members in good standing with the SCA. Vote: Yes 
6, No 0. 

SCA Membership Survey

There has not been a good response to the mem-
bership survey; the Board needs to encourage people 
to take the survey. We may need to send out another 
direct email. 

SCA Executive Board Meeting Minutes, March 12 and 15, 2015
Amy Gusick, Secretary
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CHRIS Information Center Update

Amy Huberland provided an update on the 
California Historic Resources Information System 
(CHRIS) Information Centers (ICs). Both the yurok 
and San Bernardino County ICs are closed. San 
Bernardino County data is going to the fullerton IC. 
There are nine centers now. The Office of Historic 
Preservation (OHP) has done a number of studies into 
the efficiency of the CHRIS system. These have indi-
cated that the centers need to move to all digital, in-
cluding submissions to the IC. for the future, there is 
a possibility that the number of ICs may be reduced 
from nine to between two and four regional ICs. The 
ICs want to be sure that OHP does public outreach to 
keep everyone informed of any transitions.

CalFire Cultural Program  

Shelly Davis-King brought up a concern raised 
by Calfire archaeologists, who wanted the SCA 
Board to know that there is no Calfire program man-
ager who meets Secretary of the Interior standards. 
Calfire previously set up programs to train foresters 
to conduct archaeological survey to identify and pre-
serve sites. This system used to work well, but seems 
to have broken down in recent years. Shelly recom-
mends talking with Chuck Whatford, Garrit fenenga, 
and Rich Jenkins at Calfire.

RPA Resolution for Affiliated Society

We have signed the agreement to be an af-
filiated society with the Register of Professional 
Archaeologists (RPA), which will allow SCA mem-
bers to receive a reduced rate to join the RPA. We now 
need to provide a membership list so that RPA can 
make sure that people who are asking for a discount 
are actually SCA members.

50th Anniversary Planning and Committee 

Shelly Davis-King has been asked to create a 
memento in honor of the 50th anniversary of the SCA. 
She wants to do an ethnographic approach using in-

dividuals who used to be involved in the Society. The 
President-Elect would like the focus to be looking for-
ward more than celebrating the past. We may have a 
have timeline on the website with links to seminal pa-
pers, etc. We want members to have something that 
they can take from the meeting and then have an ex-
panded version on the web. 

Professional Standards and Ethics Committee 

Trish Hernandez wrote up a mission statement 
and to whom it applies; not everyone within the SCA 
is a professional archaeologist. The mission statement 
needs to be broadened so that it provides guidelines to 
the entire membership. There also needs to be guide-
lines for how we treat each other; if someone breaks 
the ethics code, there should be repercussions. The 
Board will have to deal with that aspect; it is not part of 
the Ethics and Standards Committee’s responsibility. 

Native American Programs Committee 

Jennifer Darcangelo recognized and thanked 
Greg Castro and Cassandra Hensher for participating 
in all the meetings. The NAPC funded three Native 
Americans for the meeting, but one backed out at the 
last minute. They would like to use the extra money 
to help provide a discount to Native American meet-
ing participants. Cassandra wants to find someone to 
replace her as co-chair, but she wants to remain on the 
committee.  

Journal Update

Terry Jones is in his third three-year term; it is 
his seventh year. 

Jennifer moved that we adjourn the meeting at 
3:15. John seconds. Vote: Yes 7, No 0.
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SCA Executive Board Meeting, Spring Meeting, Redding, March 15, 2015

Attendees:
Mark Hylkema (President) 
Jelmer Eerkens (President-Elect)
Jennifer Darcangelo (Immediate Past-President)
Michelle Cross (Northern Vice President)
Barbara Tejada (Southern Vice President)
Maggie Trumbly (Treasurer)
Amy Gusick (Secretary)
Denise Wills (Executive Director)

Visitors:
Elena Nilsson
Melanie Beadrsely
Risa DeGeorgey
Beth Pardon
Chris Pardon
Greg Castro
Cassandra Hensher

Meeting Opening and Financial Discussion 

Maggie Trumbly is the new Treasurer, Mark 
Hylkema is the new President, and Barbara Tejada 
is the new Southern Vice President. Maggie plans to 
get more things automated with the budget and wants 
to bring in someone that can set it up correctly. With 
much of the budget automated, we do not need a fis-
cal agent any longer. Jennifer moves that we combine 
treasurer and fiscal agent duties. Mark seconds. Vote: 
Yes 7, No 0.

Meeting Recap

Elena Nilsson indicated that there were no ma-
jor complaints about having two hotels. The Silent 
Auction brought in $3,900. Next year we need to have 
non-alcoholic drinks available at the Silent Auction. To 
prevent people from sneaking in, Jennifer Darcangelo 
suggested we explain to students what the SCA is and 
that we have the Silent Auction as a fundraiser. We 
should make them aware that by sneaking in they are 
not supporting the SCA. We would like the Committee 

for Advanced Annual Meeting Planning to look into 
nicer places for future meetings. Maggie mentioned 
that she heard from many younger members that they 
would be willing to pay more for a better hotel.

Student Affairs

Melanie Beasley has been the head of the 
Student Affairs Committee for six years and would 
like to find a replacement for next year. She suggest-
ed modeling a way forward similar to other student 
affairs committees with two-year terms and an offi-
cial co-chair. The chair trains the co-chair and then 
the co-chair becomes the chair. It would be best if the 
chair and co-chair were grad students. This would be 
a good system because the institutional knowledge 
can be easily passed on. This system would require an 
application to be chair; the successful applicant will 
get a $250 stipend per year. It will be important for 
the applicant to know what is required (e.g., attend the 
board meetings, run the events for the students). for 
the student paper, we have not been getting very many 
submissions. We may want to change it to more of an 
extended abstract rather than a full paper. Melanie 
suggested offering SAA members the opportunity to 
support a student for the Silent Auction or banquet. 

Communication with Board

When we communicate about Board issues via 
email, occasionally the thread does get rather long and 
it can be hard to follow. Jennifer reminded everyone to 
please be mindful of confidentiality issues via email.

Easement Update

Risa DeGeorgey’s research on the SCA’s ar-
chaeological preservation easements indicated that the 
they encompass 84 assessor’s parcel numbers (APNs) 
in total, with 32 sites and 14 easements. After con-
ducting the background research, Risa determined 
that the SCA has 10 of the 14 easements. Three have 
no record in easement searches, and one is question-
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able: it shows up on the map, but there is no record 
of what it is. To maintain the easements, they need to 
be visited every year, and we would need to talk with 
the landowners. She has filed continuation sheets with 
the ICs about the easements that indicate that the SCA 
may have an easement on the site and to please con-
tact the SCA Board. The Archaeological Conservancy 
is interested in taking five of the easements from the 
SCA, but would like to talk to the landowners first. 
The SCA would still own four; to release the ease-
ments, there would need to be a study conducted on 
them. The Board would like to have a plan forward for 
the easements by summer. 

Council of Councils

Mark has asked the California Archaeological 
Site Stewardship Program (CASSP) to do a 15- 
minute presentation, and Mike Newland will present 
an update on the climate change project. The CASSP 
presentation will be similar to what Beth Padon did 
at the CASSP forum; they will talk about history of 
CASSP, how it started, and where they are today. They 
have trained 1,300 people and have about 250 still ac-
tive. lynn Gassaway has offered to do a facebook 
page for site stewardship, and CASSP will be putting 
together a presentation for the Archaeological Institute 
of America (AIA) to talk about how their money sup-
ported site stewardship. The Riverside Chapter presi-
dent for the AIA wants to get involved in the Adopt-a-
Site program. 

Native American Programs Committee 
Meeting Review

Cassandra Hensher indicated that the overall 
impression of the meeting was that it seemed very 
mixed and there was more interaction. The Board and 
the NAPC really put in the extra effort to integrate 
people and sponsorship winners. Greg suggested that 
for the next meeting it would be good to get a Native 
American local arrangements chair. The meet and 
greet was well attended, and there is the possibility of 

it becoming too large for a hotel room. The discount 
for the Native American attendees went well, and we 
will work out kinks for next year. The AB 52 session 
was well attended, and there was a good discussion. 
There is the possibility that the NAPC will co-sponsor 
an AB 52 session at the California Indian Conference 
(October 16–18, 2015). Cassandra wanted to offer ad-
ditional thoughts on the 50th anniversary and thought 
that it would be good to emphasize the modernization 
of the organization. There is a lot of collaboration with 
Native committees, and many people are doing other 
types of anthropological work, not just archaeology. 
She suggested seeing if that can be built into the SCA 
and our identity. The Board liked the idea and will 
continue to discuss and think about our path forward. 

Data Sharing Meetings Update

for the Northern Data Sharing Meeting, Michelle 
Cross needs to coordinate with Mark Hylkema about 
little Basin. Her second choice is UC Merced. Third 
option is Lava Beds, but that is very far north. She 
wants to have it the first week in November. Barbara 
Tejada indicated that she is considering Santa Barbara 
for the Southern Data Sharing Meeting. 

Meeting Planning

The SCA summer Board meeting is tentative-
ly planned for June 13 and 14. This will be all-day 
Saturday and a half-day on Sunday. We need to sched-
ule a scouting trip for Ontario, possibly Thursday, 
May 7. The theme for the Ontario meeting is “Good 
Vibrations.” The overarching idea is that archaeolo-
gy creates a family; we would like to get CRM firms 
more involved and have them present more at the 
meetings. 

Mark moves to adjourn at 10:30. Michelle sec-
onds. Vote: Yes 7, No 0. 
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National Defense Authorization Act to Allow De-Listing of National Register 
and National Landmark Properties
Peter Von der Porten

T HE 2016 NATIONAl DEfENSE 
Authorization Act (NDAA) contains amend-

ments to the National Historic Preservation Act 
(NHPA) that would allow federal agencies to remove 
or block a federally-owned property from listing on 
the National Register of Historic Places or from des-
ignation as a National Historic landmark for “reasons 
of national security” (see below). The NDAA is 
currently working its way through Congress, and the 
House of Representatives passed the bill on May 15 
as HR 1735. The Senate will consider the bill shortly.

The Department of Defense and the National 
Park Service both testified to the House Natural 
Resources Committee that this legislation is not 
necessary. furthermore, the Society for Historical 
Archaeology (SHA), the Society for American 

Archaeology, the National Conference of State Historic 
Preservation Officers, the National Association of 
Tribal Preservation Officers, and several other na-
tional heritage preservation organizations have voiced 
their opposition to this amendment to the NHPA. I 
encourage all SCA members to contact your senators 
and ask them to take this language out of the Senate 
version of the bill.

The full text of HR 1735 can be found on the 
OpenCongress website (http://www.opencongress.
org/bill/hr1735-114/text). Updated information on the 
bill can be found on the SHA blog (http://www.sha.
org/blog/) and the SHA facebook page (http://www. 
facebook.com/SocietyforHistoricalArchaeology).

Thanks to Karen Swope, SHA liaison, for con-
tributing to this article. 

Excerpt of Amendments to NHPA in HR 1735 (Passed May 15, 2015)

Section 302103 of title 54, United States Code, 
is amended by adding at the end the following: (G) 
notifying the Committee on Natural Resources of 
the United States House of Representatives and the 
Committee on Energy and Natural Resources of 
the Senate if the property is owned by the federal 
Government when the property is being considered 
for inclusion on the National Register, for designation 
as a National Historic landmark, or for nomination to 
the World Heritage list.

Section 302107 of title 54, United States Code, 
is amended by adding at the end the following: (4) to 
allow for expedited removal of federal property list-
ed on the National Register of Historic Places if the 
managing agency of that federal property submits to 
the Secretary a written request to remove the federal 
property from the National Register of Historic Places 

for reasons of national security, such as any impact 
the inclusion or designation would have on use of the 
property for military training or readiness purposes. 
(c) Objection to inclusion or designation for reasons of 
national security

Chapter 3021 of title 54, United States Code, is 
amended by adding at the end the following: 302109. 
Objection to inclusion or designation for reasons of 
national security. If the head of the agency managing 
any federal property objects to such inclusion or des-
ignation for reasons of national security, such as any 
impact the inclusion or designation would have on use 
of the property for military training or readiness pur-
poses, that federal property shall be neither included 
on the National Register nor designated as a National 
Historic landmark until the objection is withdrawn.

http://www.opencongress.org/bill/hr1735-114/text
http://www.opencongress.org/bill/hr1735-114/text
http://www.sha.org/blog/
http://www.sha.org/blog/
http://www.facebook.com/SocietyforHistoricalArchaeology
http://www.facebook.com/SocietyforHistoricalArchaeology


SCA Newsletter 49(2) – June 2015 24

News and Announcements, cont.

T HE IMAGE ON THE COVER Of THIS 
Newsletter issue is a study of a much larger 

panel exhibiting a great array of white painted hand-
prints, geometric lines in both black and a cinnabar-
red color, as well as etched lines that overlie one 
another. This is an indication of different media ap-
proaches at possibly different times at the same place. 
This site is one of several like it scattered throughout 
the remote and very steep canyons of Tassajara and 
Church creeks. The sprawling Church family ranch 
encompasses many of these sites, and the family is 
interested in their protection. Another large ranch 
owned by the Nasson family, who are of Ohlone and 
Esselen heritage, spreads directly adjacent to the 
Church property. The Nassons have been leading 

pack trains for hunters and naturalists into the area 
for many years, and guide special tours to some of the 
painted sites. Tom Nasson led our visit to the sites, 
and we were accompanied by Gary Breschini and 
Trudy Haversat, who not only connected me to the 
event, but have also previously recorded several of 
the painted sites. Tom started our tour with a prayer 
and later allowed me and our companions to take 
pictures because he has noticed that the deterioration 
of the images has rapidly accelerated. Tom felt that 
we should record them through photography while we 
still can. Only a portion of the larger panel was re-
produced for our SCA Archaeology Month poster, in 
recognition of the potential sanctity of the larger as-
semblage of images. 

Cover Photo: CA-MNT-44 Rock Art
Mark Hylkema

DStretch at CA-MNT-44
Gary S. Breschini and Trudy Haversat

C A-MNT-44 IS HIDDEN DEEP IN THE 
heartland of Esselen territory, a dozen or 

so miles inland from Big Sur. This site is a large, 
sandstone rockshelter, and its walls are covered with 
pictographs. The most noticeable figures are the dis-
tinctive handprints drawn by the Esselen. Although 
handprints are found in rock art throughout the world, 
we have yet to see any others that were done in this 
particular style. While the Esselen handprints capture 
your attention, a more detailed examination shows that 
there are other types of images on the walls, including 
a few figures in red. We have been recording this site 
and its slowly deteriorating rock art for more than 40 
years, and we have been slowly learning some of the 
details of its manufacture, if not its meaning.

last summer we tried Jon Harman’s DStretch 
program on a few of our photographs. As Jon’s web-

site (http://www.dstretch.com) notes, “DStretch uses 
decorrelation stretch. This is an image enhancement 
technique first used on aerial photos.” What it does in 
practice is bring out faint traces of color that may not 
be readily visible otherwise.

When we applied DStretch to one of the pan-
els from CA-MNT-44, the results were amazing (see 
page 25). Beneath the handprints was another faint 
layer of red pigment with a number of different ele-
ments, including one that depicts a large bird. Given 
the shape, it could easily be a condor!

Based on the superposition and the fading, it 
appears that most of the figures in red are older than 
the handprints. This gives us a whole new avenue for 
research.

Thanks to Jon Harman for bringing this amaz-
ing new tool to rock art researchers. 

http://www.dstretch.com
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Rock art panel at CA-MNT-44. Original photo (top) and DStretch enhancement (bottom). Photos by Trudy 
Haversat and Gary S. Breschini.
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SCA Data Sharing Meetings

Each fall, the SCA sponsors Northern and 
Southern Data Sharing meetings. If you are thinking 
about presenting your first paper, the Data Sharing 
Meetings are ideal venues. They are typically one- or 
two-day events and are much smaller and more infor-
mal than the Annual Meeting.

Be sure to check the SCA website and SCA 
facebook page regularly for updates!

Northern Data Sharing Meeting 
November 6–8, 2015

This year’s Northern Data Sharing Meeting will 
be held on friday to Sunday, November 6–8, at little 
Basin State Parks Campground in the Santa Cruz 
Mountains, Boulder Creek, California. free group 
camping has been graciously provided by California 
State Parks friday and Saturday nights, and individ-
ual or group cabins are available for booking on the 
Reserve America website at: 

http://www.reserveamerica.com/camping/little-
basin-state-park/r/campgroundDetails.do?contractCo
de=CA&parkId=123507

Cabins will be booked on a first-come, first-
served basis, at a cost to the individual booker. This 
year’s event will consist of presentations throughout 
the day on Saturday, followed by an after-party BBQ/
potluck at the campground facility. 

Discussions on research topics related to 
Northern California are welcome. Please forward all 
titles/topics and any questions to Northern California 
Vice President Michelle Cross (michelle.cross@ 
stantec.com, 916-384-0773). Presentation spots are 
filling up quickly, so please contact Michelle about 
your interest in presenting a paper as soon as possible. 

Southern Data Sharing Meeting 
October 23–25, 2015

We are happy to announce that the Southern 
Data Sharing will be held on October 23–25 at fort 
Tejon State Historic Park. free group tent camping 
has been provided by California State Parks for friday 
and Saturday nights. Presentations and a tour of the 
park will take place on Saturday, and Sunday field 
trips are being scheduled; additional details will be 
forthcoming.

Anyone interested in presenting on their cur-
rent research in the southern part of our state, please 
submit titles and abstracts to Southern Vice President 
Barbara Tejada (barbara.tejada@parks.ca.gov).

2016 SCA Annual Meeting

The 50th Annual Meeting will take place 
in March 2016 at the DoubleTree Airport Hotel in 
Ontario, California. More information will become 
available as planning progresses. 

Events Calendar

for an up-to-date list of events related to California archaeology hosted by the SCA and other groups, visit the 
SCA’s online events calendar at http://scahome.org/calendar-of-events/.

http://www.reserveamerica.com/camping/little-basin-state-park/r/campgroundDetails.do%3FcontractCode%3DCA%26parkId%3D123507
http://www.reserveamerica.com/camping/little-basin-state-park/r/campgroundDetails.do%3FcontractCode%3DCA%26parkId%3D123507
http://www.reserveamerica.com/camping/little-basin-state-park/r/campgroundDetails.do%3FcontractCode%3DCA%26parkId%3D123507
mailto:michelle.cross%40stantec.com
mailto:michelle.cross%40stantec.com
mailto:barbara.tejada%40parks.ca.gov
http://scahome.org/calendar-of-events/
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