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Letter from the President

THiS iS My FinAL COLuMn, AnD i HAVE TO START OuT WiTH 
a big thank you to the Executive Board, committee members, 

liaisons—and you, the SCA membership. i will miss working with 
our outgoing Board members Rick Fitzgerald, noelle Shaver, and 
John Burge. i appreciate your support and dedication to the SCA as 
well as your friendship. i also appreciate your willingness to partici-
pate in the numerous conference calls that kept us on track between 
quarterly Board meetings. i am really looking forward to serving with 
our new Executive Board Members, President-Elect Jelmer Eerkens, 
and Southern Vice President Barbara Tejada. i am delighted that 
Maggie Trumbly is returning to the Board as our new Treasurer. i am 
also grateful for our committee chairs and members who continue the 
important legwork necessary to keep us on target with our strategic 
plan. notably, Trish Fernandez and the Professional Standards and 
Ethics Committee have made sure that we have a seat at the table for 
CEQA guidelines updates. i would also like to thank our newsletter 
Editors, particularly Peter Von der Porten, for his friendly patience 
with me. it really is the devotion of members like this who step up and 
serve that makes the SCA successful. That, and Denise Wills with her 
boundless energy and professionalism.

Our organization is growing and changing. As we embrace 2015, 
we see both new challenges and opportunities for archaeologists in 
California given recent changes in legislation. As i have stated in previ-
ous columns, our membership is more diverse than ever and will like-
ly become even more so in the future. Within the Board itself, i have 
heard the perspectives of archaeologists working for the military, State 
Parks, and the private consulting sector. As we move forward, i believe 
it is time to focus our energies and identify our common goals so that 
the SCA can continue to be a leader in shaping how archaeology is 
done in California. 

your Executive Board has determined that it is time to hear 
from you, the members of SCA, so we are conducting our first SCA 
Membership Survey. The results will help us understand what you, our 
membership, consider important in the SCA. For your elected Board to 
function and represent your interests, we need your valuable feedback.

Given that most members have limited time, we decided on one 
initial survey aimed at getting the membership to think about the 

SCA Belongs to YOU!
Jennifer Darcangelo
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Letter from the President, cont.

Board’s priorities as they currently stand and how 
they might prioritize issues of importance given lim-
ited time and resources. The questions in this first 
survey are tied to our current mission statement and 
strategic plan. A second follow-up survey will con-
sider the results of the first survey and provide an 
opportunity for more focused responses on issues of 
key importance. The Board has voted to make the 
membership survey an integral part of our member-
ship outreach, and we will be conducting the survey 
every two years.

This is your chance to be heard! Please take the 
opportunity to comment on the SCA by responding 
to the SurveyMonkey provided in the following link: 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/6P6969B

Responses will be anonymous/confidential and will 
be available in the next SCA Newsletter.

i close by encouraging you all to attend the 
Annual Meeting in Redding. As you will see in this 
newsletter, the excellent Planning Committee has 
outdone themselves and this meeting promises to be 
a memorable one. Once again, thank you for the op-
portunity to serve. 

Correction
Peter Von der Porten, Managing Editor

The photograph featured with the Archaeology 
Month article in the December issue of the SCA 
Newsletter (Vol. 48, no. 4, p. 12) is accompanied by 
an incorrect caption. The caption should read as fol-
lows: “Archaeological institute of America Riverside 
Chapter Archaeology Fair, October 2014. Photo by 
Craig Lesh.” 

Take the SCA membership survey by clicking on the SurveyMonkey link above! Photo by Tuomas Luukkonen.

https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/6P6969B
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Three_wise_monkeys_figure.JPG
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Newsletter
Peter Von der Porten
newsletter@scahome.org

Nominations
Patricia Mikkelsen
(530) 756-3941
pat@farwestern.com
Lynn Gamble
gamble@anth.ucsb.edu

Proceedings
Don Laylander
dlaylander@cox.net

Professional Standards and Ethics
Trish Fernandez
tfernandez45@gmail.com

Site Conservation
John W. Foster
parkarky@yahoo.com
Gregory White
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Student Affairs
Melanie Beasley
(916) 524-4258
melbeasley@yahoo.com

Volunteer Coordinator
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Website
Denise Wills
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Women in California Archaeology
Seetha Reddy
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Open Committee Chair Positions
Grants and Fundraising
Membership
Publicity

American Cultural Resource
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Ronald V. May
tivella1@aol.com

California Council for the
Promotion of History Liaison
Shelly Davis-King
(209) 928-3443
shellydk@frontiernet.net

Information Center Liaison
Amy Huberland
ahuberland@csuchico.edu

Legislation Liaison
Samantha Schell
schellsamantha2012@gmail.com

California Office of Historic 
Preservation Liaison
Susan Stratton
susankstratton@fs.fed.us

Society for Historical
Archaeology Liaison
Karen Swope
(505) 323-8300
kswope@sricrm.com

Society for American Archaeology
Liaison
Arleen Garcia-Herbst
(858) 333-7202
arleen@spindriftarchaeology.com

State Historical Resources 
Commission Liaison
C. Kristina Roper
(559) 561-3816
kroper@wildblue.net

Committee Charirs Liaisons
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I T WAS My HOnOR TO ACCOMPAny RiCHARD 
Fitzgerald to La Paz (Baja California Sur, Mexico) 

and represent the SCA at an important “Simposio 
internacional de Historia, Antropología, y Estudios 
Culturales de las Tres Californias” (international 
Symposium on the History, Anthropology, and 
Cultural Studies of the Three Californias), a special 
edition of the Balances y Perspectivas conference. 
The gathering was held november 19–21, 2014 and 
attracted more than 100 people. Here i will highlight 
some of the information presented by research-
ers studying in the three states—California, Baja 
California, and Baja California Sur. The symposium 
included a field trip to isla Espíritu Santo guided by 
archaeologist Harumi Fujita. 

The symposium was organized by the national 
institute of Anthropology and History (inAH) of-
fices in La Paz and Mexicali, thanks to the 
collaboration of María de la Luz Gutiérrez 
(Baja California Sur) and Julia Bendimez 
Patterson (Baja California). The SCA 
is one of the sponsors of the Balances y 
Perspectivas conference. Our contribution 
helped provide simultaneous translation, 
which is an important aspect of this gather-
ing because it allows enhanced information 
exchange between Mexican and American 
researchers. if you have never attended a 
conference in Mexico, you need to experi-
ence it. Mexicans have a way of combining 
social, intellectual, and cultural aspects in a 
unique way. They love events that foster a 
deeper cultural understanding as well as the 
exchange of information. This meeting was 
fantastic, and it did not disappoint.

An early highlight of the introduction was an in-
digenous blessing offered by Kumiai, Paipai, Kiliwa, 
and Cucapá peoples. The crowd adjourned outside 
so the ceremony could be performed without set-
ting off the hotel fire alarm. All participants were 
bathed in smoke to cleanse and purify their spir-
its. The sage seemed to lift everyone’s energy and 
hopes. This was followed by a formal welcome from 
the Secretary General of the Autonomous university 
of Baja California Sur (uABCS), Dr. Dante Arturo 
Salgado González. He reminded us that the three 
California states are united by geography and history, 
both ancient and modern. He called for strengthening 
the links we share and reminded us that heritage is a 
point of view, and that “we need many points of view” 
to understand the passion, poetry, and history of the 
Californias.

International Symposium on the Archaeology and History of the Three 
Californias
John W. Foster

SCA Business and Activities

María de la Luz Gutiérrez (left) and Julia Bendimez Patterson 
(right) congratulate Harumi Fujita (center) on her work at the 
Babisuri Rockshelter (background). Photo by John Foster.
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SCA Business and Activities, cont.

The memories of two important historical fig-
ures were highlighted in the welcome. The conference 
paid homage to the memory and work of Dr. ignacio 
del Rio, who was a professor from uABCS and an 
historiographer of Baja California. He was an expert 
on the discovery and colonization of Baja California 
Sur. Alexander von Humboldt was also remembered 
for his pioneering efforts to map and study the natural 
history of the lands we call California. His 30-volume 
Travels to the New Lands applied his scientific ap-
proach to the study of peoples and their natural his-
tory. He reminded us that science should inform poli-
tics, and that the world is a laboratory for exploration 
and discovery. 

The conference was held in one large ho-
tel conference room with no concurrent sessions. 
it was organized into themes: Prehistory, young 
investigators (featuring uABCS students), European 
Contact, the Nineteenth Century, Today’s Reality, and 
Historiography. A total of 46 presentations was made 
on diverse subjects. Each presenter had something to 
say about the land of California, its meaning, its peo-
ple and their past.

A particularly important paper was presented 
by Jon Harmon (DStretch). noting the strict conven-
tions in artistic rendering, he broke down the Great 
Mural Rock Art sites into three regional substyles 
based on their depiction of “monos.” in the Cueva de 
San Borjitas there is an overlay of these variations. 
Examining their superposition, he points to the Sierra 
de Guadalupe as the likely birthplace of Great Mural 
rock art. Sierra de San Francisco and San Borja sub-
styles are more recent expressions. 

Another important presentation was made by 
native people of the Baja California Peninsula. Teresa 
Haros (Kiliwa), Delfina Albáñez (PaiPai), norma 
Meza (Kumiai), and Alonso Pesado (Cucapá) spoke 
of their yuman heritage and languages. They spoke of 
their hopes and expectations with regard to heritage 
preservation. it was heartfelt, moving, humorous, and 
sad at the same time. These descendants of peninsu-

lar peoples are struggling to keep their traditions alive 
and understand the contributions of their ancestors.

The conference concluded with an all-day boat 
excursion to Espíritu Santo island, an ancient land-
scape of exquisite beauty. Three sites were shown to 
us by Harumi Fujita (inAH Baja California Sur), the 
island’s archaeological expert. First was a site called 
“La Ballena #1,” a large shell midden with corralitos 
(rock circles). The shell has been dated to 4,500 years 
BP. A nearby alignment of submerged rocks may have 
been used to trap fish at low tide. Our second stop 
was a saddle ridge featuring rock rings and discrete 
shell deposits over a broad area. Sparse vegetation and 
minimal soil development have left the archaeologi-
cal signature of ancient people readily visible at La 
Ballena #2. The surface features have returned cali-
brated shell dates of 12,000 years BP. The group ob-
served a mother-of-pearl fishhook, and coral drills for 
its possible manufacture.

A final stop was the famous Babisuri 
Rockshelter, a deep, stratified archaeological deposit 
that provides the earliest evidence of fishing on the 
peninsula. A radiocarbon sample of fish vertebrae 
returned a date of 8,300 years BP (Fujita 2006:86). 
Excavation revealed a male burial in a flexed position 
covered with metal objects. A single radiocarbon date 
came back 1180–1280 AD, some 255 years prior to 
Fernando Cortez’s arrival in Bahia de la Paz. Harumi 
hopes to raise funds for further radiocarbon studies, 
DnA extraction, and stable isotope analysis of this 
enigmatic peninsular Californian. Perhaps the SCA 
can help support her. 

References
Fujita, Harumi
2006 The Cape Region. in The Prehistory of Baja 

California: Advances in the Archaeology of the 
Forgotten Peninsula, edited by Don Laylander and 
Jerry D. Moore, pp. 82–98. university of Florida 
Press, Gainesville, Florida.
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SCA Business and Activities, cont.

Winter meeting, held in Redding, CA.

Attendees

Jennifer Darcangelo (President) 
Mark Hylkema (President-Elect)
Rick Fitzgerald (immediate Past President)
Michelle Cross (northern California Vice President)
noelle Shaver (Southern California Vice President)
John Burge (Treasurer)
Amy Gusick (Secretary)
Denise Wills (Executive Director)

Presenters

Kaley Colligan (Annual Meeting Program Chair)

SCA Election for Board Members Vote Count

All Board members counted the votes for 2015–
16 President, Southern Vice President, and Treasurer. 
The results are:
• President: Jelmer Eerkens
• Southern Vice President: Barbara Tejada
• Treasurer: Maggie Trumbly

Open Meeting, Review and Approve Minutes 
of Fall Meeting, and Review Action Items 

Mark moves to approve last meeting minutes, 
Noelle seconds. Vote Yes 7, No 0.

Jennifer Darcangelo will continue to go through 
the SCA archive boxes and provide a list of what they 
contain as well as how long it takes to go through the 
boxes. Rick Fitzgerald will confirm that housing the 
SCA archives at the State Archaeological Collections 
Research Facility in Sacramento is acceptable from a 
contractual standpoint.

Rick has no updates on indian island. The Coi 
Pomo are still interested in purchasing the island, but 
the owner is asking a sizable sum. State Parks has an 

easement on the island because the majority of it is an 
archaeological site. 

Jennifer will talk to Scott Williams about lead-
ing the Membership Committee and will talk to Shelly 
Davis-King about the 50th anniversary write-up. 
Jennifer talked to the Army Corps of Engineers about 
a levee project that has been brought to the Board’s 
attention, but the Army Corps is not able to discuss it. 
She suggests that we should watch the developments 
and the mitigation proposed for the project.

Treasurers’ Update

We are where we expect to be with the budget.

Business Office Update

The Office of Historic Preservation will pro-
vide the SCA with a $7,000 grant. We normally re-
ceive $5,000 from the Forest Service for Archaeology 
Month. This would have to include the money for 
Mexico’s instituto nacional de Antropología e 
Historia (inAH) which includes $1,500 for public 
outreach, $1,300 for the SCA Board to travel to the 
inAH meeting, and $970 for translation services for 
inAH. Tony Overly (Bureau of Land Management) 
is optimistic about providing money this year and we 
may shift money around if that comes through. The 
California Archaeological Site Stewardship Program 
is receiving the typical $55,000. The recent member-
ship statistics indicate that 480 people have renewed. 
Of these 178 are regular and 142 are senior. This may 
indicate a trend towards an aging membership and we 
need to reach out to young people more effectively.

INAH Mexico Trip Summary and Future 
INAH Partnership 

Rick travelled to Baja California with John 
Foster for the inAH meeting, which was sponsored 
by Baja Sur inAH (see page 6). The SCA would 

SCA Executive Board Meeting Minutes – January 10, 2015
Amy Gusick, Secretary
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SCA Business and Activities, cont.

like to maintain our relationship with inAH. They are 
one of the largest cultural organizations in the world 
in terms of what they manage. Jennifer wants the 
Southern Vice President to be the champion for the 
relationship. 

Jennifer moves to have the Southern Vice 
President be the champion for INAH, Rick seconds. 
Vote Yes 7, No 0.

Easements Progress Report 

There are no real changes on the easement proj-
ect. Risa DeGeorgey will present a synopsis of ease-
ments at the next Board meeting. in order to make 
sure the Office of Historic Preservation information 
Centers are aware that the easements exist, Risa has 
completed all site DPRs for the easements and submit-
ted them to the information Centers. 

Making Archaeology Public (MAP) National 
Historic Preservation Act 50th Anniversary 
Project 

Donn Grenda and Jennifer are on the MAP 
Anniversary Committee. Rick contacted Phil Gross, 
the film director who just completed the Ruby Pipeline 
Film project for Far Western. Phil is very interested in 
the video project for the 50th anniversary. The biggest 
challenge that we see for getting the video produced 
is raising the funds. Denise Wills suggested having a 
table in the Book Room to bring awareness to the ef-
fort and possibly get some donations. 

Membership Survey

We still need to determine what the membership 
wants from us, and the membership survey should 
help with that. We will update the language in the 
membership survey to be sure that we ask specific 
questions. The Board is concerned that the member-
ship will not respond to the membership survey, but 
at least we have created the opportunity to respond. 
We can use the responses to see what types of top-
ics people show an interest in and how these interests 

change over time. The Board would like to query the 
membership every two years. 

Rick moves to query the membership every two 
years, Michelle seconds. Vote Yes 7, No 0. 

Annual Meeting Awards 

Several nominees for the annual awards came 
in through the website. Award winners will be an-
nounced at the Annual Meeting banquet.

Annual Meeting Updates 

So far there are 193 participants, not including 
posters, five general sessions, and 10 pre-organized 
symposiums. The plenary is Friday morning at 8:00 
am and will be shorter than last year. Everything is 
going very well with the arrangements and we are 
well within our budget for the meeting. We seem to 
have plenty of people bringing beer so we need to en-
courage people/companies to bring wine. We need to 
get projectors, and all symposium chairs need to bring 
a laptop for the presentations in their session. Room 
blocks are going fast and the workshops are close to 
full. 

Society for American Archaeology (SAA) 
Meeting Participation, Sponsored Sessions

The SCA will host the Council of Councils at 
the SAAs this year. This is an opportunity for all the 
state societies to meet and discuss common issues. 
There will be an SCA table at the SAAs this year pro-
viding information on membership and handing out 
SCA logo items. 

Native American Programs Committee 
(NAPC)

The nAPC only had three applicants for schol-
arships for the meeting despite the extended deadline. 
Gregg Castro is spearheading efforts for the Public 
Day and is planning specific events. He is planning on 
booths and public presentations, and possibly a movie. 
For the AB 52 session, Gregg Castro and Cassandra 
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SCA Business and Activities, cont.

Hensher have been looking at individuals they would 
like to invite, and among them is the Association of 
Environmental Professionals. 

Data Sharing Meetings Recap

Both the northern and southern data sharing 
meetings were held on October 4, 2014, and were well 
attended. The two meetings provided interactive pa-
pers between the venues on topics relevant across the 
state. However, some of the membership complained 
because they did not have the opportunity to attend 
both due to the overlap in dates. 

Committees Report

We are ramping up nAPC involvement in over-
all SCA activities and it has been going very well. The 
Board would like to have the committee chairs come 
to the annual Board meeting and provide a committee 
report. 

Native American Heritage Commission 
(NAHC) Hearings, Workshops on Most Likely 
Descendant Regulation, AB 52

it was decided that Board members should not 
go to the nAHC meeting as representatives of the 
SCA unless the organization as a whole has a defined 
position on the issues being discussed. We have a di-
verse membership, so coming to agreement on some 
issues is difficult and is not something that we should 
voice an opinion on as a representative of the SCA. 

Rick motions to adjourn, Jennifer seconds. Vote 
yes 7, No 0.

Follow-up Conference Calls on 1/14/2014 and 
1/23/2015

The Board discussed cancelling the employee 
stealing protection insurance policy and decided that 
it is not needed.

Jennifer moves to cancel the insurance policy, 
Mark seconds. Vote Yes 7, No 0.

Shelly Davis-King presented a proposal from 
the Register of Professional Archaeologists (RPA) 
looking to get more people to join. The cost of going 
through registration is expensive if you are not part of 
one of the major societies (e.g., SAA, SHA, AAA). As 
such, the RPA wants to reach out to regional archaeol-
ogy groups and offer affiliations with the RPA for a 
reduced fee. The SCA would donate $500 to the RPA 
and become an “Affiliated Society.” Our members 
would get a reduced rate of $75 per year. 

Jennifer moves to provide RPA support and be-
come an affiliated society with the RPA, Michelle sec-
onds. Vote Yes 7, No 0. 
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SCA Business and Activities, cont.

“Good, good, good…good vibrations!” 
   — The Beach Boys

A LTHOuGH MAny OF uS ARE BuSy 
getting ready for the upcoming Annual 

Meeting in Redding—as well as the Society for 
American Archaeology meetings in San Francisco—i 
want to make sure to bring to everyone’s attention 
that next year the SCA will reach a milestone in 
our organization’s happening and it will soon be 
time to celebrate our thing, man. Founded in 1966, 
we approach our 50th birthday, and our celebratory 
love-in will take place in the exotic land of Ontario in 
Southern California. On this forthcoming momentous 
occasion i propose that we come together to celebrate 
our arrival and convene our membership to renew our 
ties, reify our purposes, and think about how to poise 
ourselves to move forward towards the next 50 years.

Our progress over the past five decades has been 
steady and corrective. We have learned much from the 
experiences of our teachers, associates, guides, and 
gurus—and the legacy of the contributions from those 
whom we have all come to respect as our elders loom 
large on an occasion such as this golden anniversary. 

But i keep mulling over the idea that we should 
not just organize our presentations to serve as review 
and eulogy to the many people of our past; rather, we 
should select and highlight those events, contributors, 
and actions that have served to help us reach greater 
standards within our specialties and have moved us 
forward. We should focus on highlighting the inno-
vations and messages from those who are pioneering 
new technology, establishing greater cultural aware-
ness, or successfully applying conservation principles 
that can take us into the next 50 years. in other words, 
our 50th should not be a retrospection of our past; it 
should be a celebration of the guiding lights that illu-
minate our way into the future.

So as we anticipate our 50th anniversary in the 
year 2016, plan to get into the groove because the 
meeting theme will be about “good vibrations.” Our 
Ontario Meeting Program Chair, Scott Williams, will 
be your connection for organizing symposia, posters, 
and papers. There will be a suggestion box for how to 
celebrate the occasion at the SCA table in the Book 
Room at the coming Annual Meeting. 

Preparing for the SCA’s 50th Anniversary
Mark Hylkema, President-Elect

G REETinGS FROM THE SCA nATiVE 
American Programs Committee (nAPC)! We 

are preparing to receive all conference attendees, most 
especially our Native Community members, at this 
year’s conference in Redding. We in the nAPC are 
proud to announce our 2015 Conference Sponsorship 
Awardees:
• Debra Lynn Grimes, Tribal Cultural Resources 

Specialist – Calaveras Band of Mi-Wuk indians

• Kanyon Sayers-Roods, “Coyote Woman,” indian 
Canyon – Mutsun Ohlone/Chumash

• Me’lash-ne Loren Bommelyn, Smith River 
Rancheria Tribal Council, Cultural Committee 
– Tolowa/De’ne

We have a number of nAPC activities and ef-
forts planned to accommodate the needs of our Native 
Community members who attend the conference, and 
to make our Awardees feel welcome and a part of the 

Native American Programs Committee 2015 Annual Conference Activities
Cassandra Hensher and Gregg Castro, NAPC Co-Chairs
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Proposed NAPC Activity Schedule for 2015 SCA Conference

The final schedule will be available at the nAPC 
Registration Table at Conference Registration (Conf. 
Reg – Sundial Room) at the Red Lion Hotel (RL)/
Holiday inn Hotel (Hi) Conference Center, Redding.

Wednesday, March 11

• Hotel check in: Sponsorship Awardees 
Coordination (nAPC Reg. table at RL Hotel regis-
tration area)

• Red Lion Hotel/room check in: Assistance
• Check in with nAPC Registration Table – 

Greetings, Assistance, info; (re: no Host Dinner)
• Sponsorship Awardees, native attendees, nAPC: 

Welcome, Social time – no Host Dinner (TBD)

Thursday, March 12

• nAPC: Staffed Host Registration & Assistance 
Table – all day at Conf. Reg. (RL – Sundial)

• nAPC Sponsorship Awardees Meet & Greet: 5:00 
to 6:00 pm (RL – Presidential Suite)

Friday, March 13:

• nAPC: Staffed Host Registration & Assistance 
Table – all day at Conf. Reg. (RL - Sundial)

• Main Conference: Sessions/Papers/Panels/
Symposia – all day

• Evening activity: Silent Auction – 6:00 pm to ? 
(Turtle Bay Museum – transportation provided)

Saturday, March 14:

• nAPC: Staffed Host Registration & Assistance 
Table – all day at Conf. Reg. (RL – Sundial)

• Main Conference: Sessions/Papers/Panels/
Symposia – all day

• nAPC: Annual Roundtable Symposium – AB 52: 
8:00 am – 12:00 noon (RL – Siskiyou Room)

• SCA Conference Banquet: 6:00 to 9:00 pm at Hi, 
Palomino Room (nAPC – reserved tables)

Sunday, March 15 (half day schedule):

• nAPC informal Open Breakfast (ByO): 7 am
• nAPC: Staffed Host Registration & Assistance 

Table – until 12 noon at Conf. Reg. (RL - Sundial)
• nAPC: Annual Open Meeting: 10:30 am – 12 

noon, Siskiyou Room
• Main Conference: Sessions/Papers/Panels/

Symposia – half day: until 12 noon
• End of 2015 Conference – 12 noon-ish (possible 

nAPC no host informal lunch get-together)

festivities. There will be a place at the conference 
registration desk where someone will be available to 
ensure that Native Community members enjoy their 
time at the conference. There will also be a number of 
informal conference gatherings for native people and 
the SCA community to come together, and of course, 
we will have our annual traditional “rituals:”
• Annual nAPC Symposium: Roundtable 2 – AB52 

discussion; Saturday, Siskiyou Room – 8 am to 12 
noon;

• Annual nAPC Open Committee Meeting: Sunday, 
Siskiyou Room – 10:30 am to 12 noon.

As you encounter our Sponsorship Award win-
ners and other Native Community conference partici-
pants at this year’s event, please introduce yourselves, 
greet them warmly, and extend thanks for attending 
what is, for some, the first such activity in CRM land 
on behalf of their communities. For those that are not 
veterans of the annual SCA conference ceremony, it 
can be a little intimidating at first. The nAPC is try-
ing our best to make sure that our native Community 
members are made to feel welcome and brought into 
the SCA circle.

Looking forward to seeing everyone once again 
at our Annual Gathering! 
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T HE CALiFORniA ARCHAEOLOGiCAL SiTE 
Stewardship Program (CASSP) is an SCA 

activity, and there is a CASSP Committee meeting 
every year at the SCA Annual Meeting. This year, the 
meeting will be held on Friday, March 13, from 12 
noon to 1:00 pm in the Buckskin Room of the Holiday 
inn. This is a public meeting, and everyone is invited 
to attend. We will review CASSP 2014 highlights 
and distribute copies of the Annual Report for site 
stewardship. We look forward to hearing from SCA 
members, site stewards, and interested public.

immediately following the committee meet-
ing and in the same room, please join us for a forum 
called “CASSP: Going Forward.” A panel of speak-
ers, which will include SCA members, agency archae-
ologists, volunteers, native Americans, and a law-
enforcement officer, will identify the goals of their 
agency or organization; review CASSP features that 
have worked well, or not so well, for them; and dis-
cuss the outcomes they would like site stewardship to 
accomplish. Cathy Ciofalo and Beth Padon will serve 
as co-organizers and moderators for the forum. Seven 
short presentations are planned for the first half. We 
are pleased to announce the following speakers: 
• Leslie Steidl, State Parks, northern Buttes District
• Kim Preston, State Parks, northern Buttes District
• Bryan Taylor, State Parks, northern Buttes District
• Debra Cable, Hollister State Vehicle Recreation 

Area
• Susan Stratton, uS Forest Service, Pacific Region 5
• Gregg Castro, native American Programs 

Committee Co-chair
• Greg Haverstock, Bureau of Land Management, 

Bishop Field Office
After a short break, we will open the discussions 

to audience participation. The goal is to generate fresh 
questions and ideas, and perhaps even consensus, on 

ways that CASSP can better protect sites and serve 
public agencies, Native Americans, and volunteer site 
stewards. your support and interest in site steward-
ship is appreciated. 

CASSP at the SCA Annual Meeting
Beth and Chris Padon

Grand vistas provided the backdrop for sites that we 
visited during the CASSP workshop at Bishop. Photo 
by Chris Padon.

The CASSP workshop for the Bureau of Land 
Management (BLM) Hollister Field Office featured 
several sites at BLM and State Parks locations near 
Santa Cruz. Photo by Chris Padon.
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T HE 48th AnnuAL COnFEREnCE On 
Historical and underwater Archaeology was 

held January 6–11, 2015, in Seattle, Washington. The 
conference theme, “Peripheries and Boundaries,” 
fostered numerous papers relevant to California ar-
chaeology. in addition to many presentations with 
broad applicability, nearly 25 papers focused on inves-
tigations at California sites. unique offerings of partic-
ular interest to California archaeologists included film 
screenings of Impact of the Frolic: A Shipwreck that 
Transcends the World by the Advanced Laboratory for 
Visual Anthropology at California State university, 
Chico, and several presentations on California dis-
coveries in the Three-Minute Artifact Forum. Details 
can be viewed and downloaded; see the searchable 

conference abstract book at http://www.sha.org/assets/
documents/SHA%202015%20Abstract%20Book.
pdf, and the conference agenda at http://www.sha.
org/assets/documents/SHA%202015%20Seattle%20
conference%20agenda.pdf.

next year’s 49th Annual Conference on 
Historical and underwater Archaeology will take 
place January 6–9, 2016, in Washington, DC. The call 
for papers opens May 1. in recognition of the 100th an-
niversary of the creation of the national Park Service 
(nPS) and the 50th anniversary of the passage of the 
national Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (nHPA), 
the conference theme is “A Call to Action: The Past 
and Future of Historical Archaeology.” Papers consid-
ering the impact of the nPS and nHPA on the practice 

I n THE DECEMBER SCA NeWSLeTTeR, THE 
Bennyhoff Award Committee announced a quilt 

raffle. The quilt to be raffled at this year’s Annual 
Meeting was made from Dave Fredrickson’s huge 
collection of fabric. Dave loved to sew, and over the 
years he amassed a lot of fabric in a variety of colors, 
patterns, weights, etc. Dave also worked closely with 
Jim Bennyhoff, working out many details about 
California’s prehistory in the greater San Francisco 
Bay Area. To honor Dave and Jim, we have combined 
two of their pursuits: sewing together pieces of fabric 
to form a whole, and stitching together archaeological 
data to understand the past (one of the goals of the 
Bennyhoff Award).

This year’s quilt will be on display at the SCA 
2015 Annual Meeting in Redding. Look for the quilt 
on display near the registration desk, in the Book 
Room, and at the Friday night Reception/Silent 

Auction. Tickets will be priced so that everyone can 
make a purchase and have the opportunity to support 
the Bennyhoff Award. Only one person will win the 
quilt. Support the SCA, the Bennyhoff Award, and 
student research by buying raffle tickets. 

Dave Fredrickson Quilt Raffle at the 2015 SCA Annual Meeting
Tom Origer

This is the quilt you can win; watch for it on display at 
the 2015 Annual Meeting and enter the raffle! Photo 
courtesy Tom Origer.

Society for Historical Archaeology Liaison Report
Karen K. Swope

http://www.sha.org/assets/documents/SHA%202015%20Abstract%20Book.pdf
http://www.sha.org/assets/documents/SHA%202015%20Abstract%20Book.pdf
http://www.sha.org/assets/documents/SHA%202015%20Abstract%20Book.pdf
http://www.sha.org/assets/documents/SHA%202015%20Seattle%20conference%20agenda.pdf
http://www.sha.org/assets/documents/SHA%202015%20Seattle%20conference%20agenda.pdf
http://www.sha.org/assets/documents/SHA%202015%20Seattle%20conference%20agenda.pdf
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F OR THE SECOnD TiME in FiVE yEARS, THE 
Society for American Archaeology is holding 

its annual meeting in northern California. SCA 
officers and members have been working hard 
to make sure that California archaeology is front 
and center at San Francisco in April. SCA Board 
members will be hosting an information table in 
the Book Room throughout the meetings. There are 
several noteworthy events focused on California’s 
cultural legacy: SCA officers are taking roles in inter- 
society meetings, the SCA is sponsoring two 
symposia, and other SCA members have organized a 
number of excellent sessions designed to highlight the 
historic and prehistoric archaeology of our state. 

The focus on California begins the very first 
night of the meetings with the SCA-sponsored 
Presidential Forum, “Orderly Anarchy in Prehistoric 
California,” in which a group of scholars from within 
and outside the state will evaluate Robert Bettinger’s 
new model of socio-political evolution in indigenous 
California which is laid out in his recent book of the 
same name (university of California Press, 2015).

The second SCA-sponsored session, organized 
by former SCA president Michael Newland, is titled 
“California Archaeology and Climate Change.” This 
session will take place on Thursday afternoon, April 
16, and deals with the increasing impacts of coastal 
erosion on shoreline sites due to global warming.

SCA President Mark Hylkema will also be pre-
siding over the Council of Councils meeting, which 
will convene on Thursday, April 16, 8:00 to 10:00 am. 
The Council is a collective association of the various 
state archaeological societies, and the first hour will 
be dedicated to presenting the SCA’s interests, while 
the second hour is an open forum for other societ-
ies to discuss matters relevant to their communities. 
Together we form a support group and learn from our 
collective experiences.

Of special note, there are no fewer than 14 sym-
posia devoted to a wide range of California-related  
topics, including a session on San Francisco Bay 
prehistory co-organized by SCA President Mark 
Hylkema and Alex DeGeorgey on Saturday morning, 
a session on the Channel islands Thursday morning 
organized by Jon Erlandson and Christina Gill, and a 
session on colonial Alta California on Friday morning 
organized by John Douglass and Kathleen Hull. 

All in all, the upcoming SAA meetings will 
have a strong SCA representation. With the annual 
SCA meeting in Redding this March and the SAA 
meetings in April, this year is shaping up to be a great 
time to stand together and highlight our experiences 
in California archaeology.

A special thanks to Terry Jones and Mark 
Hylkema for their contributions to this report. 

of historical archaeology are particularly welcome. 
you can access conference details as they develop on 
the SHA website (http://www.sha.org/) or follow the 
hashtag #SHA2016 on social media.

SHA Social is the social media home of the 
Society for Historical Archaeology. you can join at 

http://www.sha.org/blog/ by subscribing via RSS feed 
or email to receive SHA blog posts. Be a part of the 
conversation on Facebook, Twitter, or Linkedin to in-
teract, network, and receive updates about the latest in 
historical archaeology. There is a wealth of informa-
tion contained in the blog archives. 

Society for American Archaeology Liaison Report—Anarchy and More: SCA 
at the SAA Meetings, San Francisco, April 15–19, 2015
Arleen Garcia-Herbst

http://www.sha.org/
http://www.sha.org/blog/


SCA Newsletter 49(1) – March 2015 16

News and Announcements

Presidio Archaeology from the Ground Up: El Presidio de San Francisco 
Archaeological Identification Season 2014
Diego Rocha, Edward De Haro, Hanna Huynh, Cassie Clifford, Montse Osterlye, and Juliana Fernandez

F ROM MAy TO OCTOBER 2014, THE PRESiDiO 
Trust launched a new long-term elective 

research project to investigate the site of El Presidio 
de San Francisco. Our goals are to understand better 
the social and cultural history of San Francisco’s 
Spanish and Mexican eras and to elevate and reveal 
that hidden history to the public. We employ an 
open-site approach, inviting park visitors to witness 
archaeological research in action. Presidio Trust ar-
chaeologist Kari Jones led a team from the Presidio 
Archaeology Lab, a program of the Presidio Trust. 
Team members included heritage technician Montse 
Osterlye and interns Kyle Lee-Crossett, Edward De 
Haro, Hanna Huynh, and Diego Rocha. interpretive 
docents and screening volunteers were also essential 
to the success of the season.

Site History

El Presidio de San Francisco was settled in 1776 
by 193 men, women, and children who traveled from 
present-day northern Mexico to establish this fortifi-
cation at the northernmost edge of new Spain. Prior 
to their arrival, the area had been used for millennia 
as seasonal fishing and hunting camps by the na-
tive Ohlone. This presidio served to protect nearby 
Mission San Francisco de Asís (Dolores), consolidate 
control over the region, and control access to the San 
Francisco Bay. The structural plan of the site was a 
series of continuous adobe buildings that formed a 
quadrangle, with a single entrance and a central pla-
za that served as the hub for military affairs as well 
as religious and family life. Although El Presidio 
had several architectural iterations, the focus of cur-
rent research is the 1815 construction. Throughout 
its 217 years of military use, El Presidio would serve 
under three flags: the Spanish Empire, the Mexican 

Republic, and the united States. The u.S. Army 
post was decommissioned in 1993, transferred to the 
national Park Service in 1994, and has been managed 
by the Presidio Trust since 1998.

Since the discovery of the archaeological site 
in 1993, research on El Presidio has been ongoing. 
Portions of the southern and eastern edges of the 
Spanish quadrangle have been revealed through re-
search conducted by archaeologists working with uC 
Berkeley, Cabrillo College, the national Park Service, 
and the u.S. Army. 

El Presidio Archaeological Identification 
(ELPAIS) 2014 

Minimal archaeological research has been un-
dertaken in the current project area, which was pre-
dicted to be the western portion of the 1815 quad-
rangle. Adobe buildings from this quadrangle were 
repurposed by the u.S. Army and stood until their de-
molition in the aftermath of the 1906 earthquake. The 
objective of this inaugural field season was to identify 
any remaining features from the 1815 structure and 
assess site integrity. Geophysical studies using remote 
sensing techniques, conducted in in 2008, were large-
ly inconclusive due to interference from u.S. Army-
era utilities. 

Archaeological excavation units were placed 
using information gathered from historic maps, 
photos, and u.S. Army blueprints. Four units were 
excavated in 2014: two 2 x 2-meter units and two  
1 x 1-meter units. units were designed to overlap 
structural features including original serpentinite wall 
foundations and u.S. Army-era additions, such as 
substantial brick fireplaces. 

Excavation revealed a well-stratified archaeo-
logical site with remarkable integrity. More than 100 
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years of Army-era fill from landscaping efforts caps 
the deposits. The uppermost layers below the fill con-
tain American-period artifacts dating from the mid-
nineteenth to early twentieth centuries, consisting 
of historic glass, ceramics, brick, uniform buttons, 
smoking paraphernalia, and medicine bottles. A fea-
ture, possibly associated with American-era landscap-
ing or building modifications, was also identified in 
the upper strata. 

Below the American-era strata, Spanish and 
Mexican artifacts and features are well preserved. 
Artifacts include the typical terra cotta, faunal re-
mains, and imported ceramics. Among the most im-
portant finds of this season were intersecting serpen-
tinite wall foundations, which formed the corner of an 
interior wall of the 1815 quadrangle (see cover). This 
feature will be crucial for determining the spatial ori-
entation of the site and in planning additional excava-
tions in both interior and exterior spaces of the 1815 
quadrangle. 

An additional feature was unexpected and 
could only be partially exposed during this season. A 
clay cap was identified under an 1815 floor surface. 
Limited excavation below the clay revealed a cut for a 
hollow feature that contained two cow skulls. Judging 
by the size of the small area that was excavated, it 
is estimated that the full pit could measure as much 
as 20 feet in diameter. A similar feature was uncov-
ered by Barbara Voss during her excavations on the 
eastern side of the quadrangle. Both features appear 
to be middens that predate the 1815 rebuilding effort. 
Both are located just outside the walls of the original 
1776–1815 Presidio. This newly identified feature has 
considerable potential to serve as a basis for compara-
tive analyses with the eastern area of the fortification, 
shedding light on the organization of the site in the 
earliest periods.

Looking Forward

The 2014 season was a success, with the iden-
tification of substantial archaeological features and 

more than 2,000 visitors to the site. The season ended 
on international Archaeology Day, drawing 600 visi-
tors to the newly reopened Officers’ Club. This his-
toric building contains the last standing portion of the 
original Presidio quadrangle and Spanish-era adobe, 
which has been exposed for visitors to see. Extensive 
exhibits highlighting the natural and cultural history 
of the Presidio have been added throughout the build-
ing, including a new Heritage Gallery. The building 
also offers a venue for educational programs, live en-
tertainment, and lectures, all of which are free and 
open to the public. 

The archaeological excavation is located directly 
in front of the Officers’ Club, helping park visitors to 
make the connection between the surviving adobe ar-
chitecture and the buried archaeological site. The ad-
dition of a new interpretive “field station” and trained 
docents will welcome even more visitors in 2015, 
offering an added dimension to the exhibits in the 
Heritage Gallery. 

The 2015 season will run from April 20 to 
October 17, concluding once again on international 
Archaeology Day. We are excited to provide an ongo-
ing opportunity for people to observe archaeology up 
close and encourage you to direct curious members of 
the public our way. 

Presidio Trust intern Hanna Huynh welcomes park 
visitors and answers their questions. Photo by the 
Presidio Archaeology Lab. 
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A RECEnT PAPER By DESiREé R. MARTinEz 
and Wendy G. Teeter titled “Ho’eexokre 

‘eyookuuka’ro, ‘We’re Working with Each Other’: 
The Pimu Catalina island Project” was published 
in the latest issue of The Society for American 
Archaeology Archaeological Record (January 2015, 
Vol. 15[1]:25–28).

For decades, the original Tongva (Gabrielino) 
inhabitants of the Los Angeles Basin have actively 
battled misconceptions about their community and its 
origins. it is said that they are extinct; that they are 
relative latecomers to Southern California, arriving 
as part of the “Shoshonean Wedge”; or that they are 
an imagined community of Mexican Americans lying 
about their heritage for personal gain and notoriety. 
These misinformed interpretations have hindered the 
Tongva community’s ability to assert their sovereign 
rights over the treatment of their cultural items, sa-
cred spaces, and ancestral remains under the Native 
American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act 
(nAGPRA).

As a result, Tongva community members have 
created a number of educational programs at local 
museums and heritage sites to provide accurate infor-
mation. However, these public programs do not neces-
sarily reach the archaeologists who shape the academ-
ic discourse regarding Tongva history and cultural 
lifeways. To combat this situation, the Tongva com-
munity is working with scholars to develop research 
programs—such as the authors’ Pimu Catalina island 
Archaeology Project—to demonstrate that the Tongva 
are a vibrant living cultural community with a deep 
history within its Southern California traditional ter-
ritory. Most importantly, Ho’eexokre ’eyookuuka’ro, 
“we’re working with each other,” ensures that Tongva 
history is represented in a way that honors the ances-
tors and is told from a Tongva point of view.

Pimu Catalina Island Archaeology Field 
School – July 17 to August 14, 2015

The Pimu Catalina island Archaeological 
Field School (PCiAFS) is run in partnership with 
California State university northridge (CSun), and 
each student is awarded eight semester credit units. 
This field school is also a collaborative project be-
tween the Pimu Catalina island Archaeology Project, 
the Catalina island Conservancy, the university of 
Southern California, and members of the Tongva 
Nation. The field school is certified by the Register of 
Professional Archaeologists as meeting professional 
standards and criteria.

PCiAFS provides students with a practical 
working knowledge of survey, excavation, laborato-
ry, and cataloging methods, and of the application of 
cultural resource and environmental law and policies 
within a land conservancy. All this happens while im-
mersed in 9,000 years of cultural history with lectures 
given by local experts, Tongva tribal members, and 
research professionals. Santa Catalina island is an im-
portant hub for the intermingling of people and the ex-
change of ideas and objects. Surrounded by rich ma-
rine and lithic resources, Catalina island people were 
contributors to an extensive trade network throughout 
Southern California and the Southwest.

now in its eighth year, we have trained over 90 
students from all over the country and have docu-
mented over 80 archaeological sites across Catalina 
island. The field school is part of the ongoing Pimu 
Catalina island Archaeology Project, which is work-
ing to assess and protect archaeological sites on 
Catalina island. 

The field school will be held July 17 to August 14, 
2015, and is now accepting applications. Applications 
can be found at http://pimu.weebly.com. 

News from the Pimu Catalina Island Project
Wendy Teeter

http://pimu.weebly.com
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P ATRiCiA LEE (“PAT”) PARKER, CHiEF OF 
the American indian Liaison Office in the 

national Park Service (nPS), died on December 16, 
2014, in Silver Spring, Maryland. Dr. Parker was 71 
years old.

Dr. Parker studied European and American his-
tory at the university of California, Berkeley, where 
she received her bachelor’s degree and a California 
teaching credential. She was a popular high school 
teacher in Marin County, 
California, for almost a de-
cade before beginning gradu-
ate studies at San Francisco 
State university. Married 
at the time to attorney John 
Hickman, she received a mas-
ter’s degree in anthropology 
and took part in archaeologi-
cal and historical studies in 
various parts of California. 
Following a divorce, she un-
dertook postgraduate stud-
ies in anthropology at the 
university of Pennsylvania. 

Dr. Parker’s dissertation 
research investigated the effects of successive colonial 
legal systems on traditional land law in Chuuk, now 
part of the Federated States of Micronesia. She lived 
in Chuuk for two years, learned the Chuukese lan-
guage, and became deeply involved with Micronesian 
peoples and cultures. She and Thomas F. King, whom 
she married in 1977, helped mediate disputes between 
the u.S. government and Chuukese villagers over 
construction projects that threatened the villages’ 
natural and cultural environments. They also coordi-
nated major ethnoarchaeological data recovery work 
done by the villages in advance of those projects that 
proceeded after agreements were reached.

Returning to the mainland, Parker received her 
PhD in 1983 from the university of Pennsylvania. She 
and King became the parents to son Thomas Sires 
King, and Parker began work for the nPS’s Cultural 
Resource Management program. initially hired to 
help set up the “Certified Local Government” pro-
gram of financial aid to local historic preservation 
programs, Parker led a series of national meetings to 
define needs and directions, drafted program regu-

lations and administrative 
procedures, and oversaw the 
program’s launch. She then 
turned to helping indian 
tribes and native Hawaiian 
groups participate more fully 
in the federal historic preser-
vation program, again coor-
dinating meetings throughout 
the country. These resulted 
in a report to Congress titled 
“Keepers of the Treasures,” 
published in 1990. Congress 
responded in 1992 with 
amendments to the National 
Historic Preservation Act that 

expanded and clarified roles in the national historic 
preservation program for tribes and native Hawaiian 
organizations. 

Perceiving the need for better relations between 
the nPS and American indian tribes, whose ances-
tral lands the nPS in part controls, Parker proposed 
creation of a national American indian Tribal Liaison 
Office. When the office was created she became its 
chief, a position she held until her death. 

Dr. Parker was a tireless champion for native 
American cultural interests within the nPS and be-
yond. She was instrumental in securing a homeland 
for the Timbisha Shoshone in Death Valley and in 

In Memoriam: Patricia Lee Parker
Thomas F. King

Pat Parker. Photo courtesy Thomas F. King.
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resolving many other longstanding issues between 
American indian tribes, Alaska native groups, and 
native Hawaiian organizations and the nPS. Dr. 
Parker selected Charles Wilkinson of university of 
Colorado, Boulder, a national expert on indian law 
and public land law, to be the primary instructor for 
a series of intensive two-day workshops on the foun-
dations of indian law and policy. From 1997 to 2014, 
she and Wilkinson held some 30 workshops through-
out the country, training close to 1,000 people. While 
Park Service managers and senior staff were the pri-
mary beneficiaries, tribal speakers were always fea-
tured; many tribal members and other federal agency 
senior staff were also included. Participants gained, 
often for the first time, an understanding of the special 
legal, fiduciary, and historical relationships that exist 
between tribes and the united States government. 

Parker led a cultural resources tribal working 
group within the Park Service to better coordinate 
and communicate the programs and resources avail-
able to American indians, Alaska natives, and native 
Hawaiians. This working group developed a website 
to share this information with tribes at http://www.
nps.gov/tribes. The working group also authored a se-
ries of “Quick Guides” to share core information on 
key nPS programs and the essential legal framework 
of the national Historic Preservation Program. The 
“Quick Guides” are posted on the tribal website.

Parker was also known for her co-authorship 
of national Register Bulletin no. 38, on how tradi-
tional cultural places can be eligible for listing in the 
national Register of Historic Places. This bulletin 
clarified the fact that the Register’s criteria are inclu-
sive enough to recognize places of traditional value to 
tribes and other communities. 

Parker maintained her concern with Micronesian 
affairs, helping the Freely Associated States of 
Micronesia establish and manage historic preserva-
tion programs with nPS assistance. This and her other 
work with indigenous groups led her to serve as an 

advisor to the international Council on Monuments 
and Sites (iCOMOS), unESCO, and the World Bank. 

At the time of her death, Parker was deeply 
involved in long-term efforts to create a Lakota-
administered Tribal national Park on the South unit 
of Badlands national Park and to finalize regulations 
establishing procedures for tribal access to traditional 
plant resources in national Park units to which they 
are historically linked. She was also working to im-
prove u.S. government consultation practices with 
American indian tribes, Alaska native groups, and 
native Hawaiian organizations concerning indian 
Sacred Site management and other matters. 

Outside of work, Parker was a dedicated garden-
ing enthusiast, with an elaborate garden at her home 
in Silver Spring, and was active in local horticultural 
organizations. She was also talented at needlework; 
friends and family members will enjoy her sweaters, 
caps, socks, and artistic cross-stitch for years to come. 
Late in life she became an enthusiastic watercolor art-
ist. Throughout her life she traveled extensively both 
on her own and with family members and friends. Her 
last trip, in 2013, was a crossing of the Atlantic aboard 
the tall ship Star Flyer from Spain to Barbados, ob-
serving a total solar eclipse in mid-ocean.

in lieu of flowers or other tangible expressions of 
condolence, donations to the Native American Rights 
Fund (http://www.narf.org/) are welcome. 

T HE nATiOnAL HiSTORiC PRESERVATiOn 
Act (nHPA) has changed its title location 

within the united States Code. Effective December 
19, 2014, the nHPA was moved from Title 16 to Title 
54. For more information, visit the Advisory Council 
on Historic Preservation at http://www.achp.gov/
news-nhpa-move.html. 

National Historic Preservation Act 
Title Location Changed
Shelly Davis-King

http://www.nps.gov/tribes
http://www.nps.gov/tribes
http://www.narf.org/
http://www.achp.gov/news-nhpa-move.htm
http://www.achp.gov/news-nhpa-move.htm
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A FTER A LOT OF HARD WORK AnD 
flurries of e-mails, it’s here—the SCA 2015 

Annual Meeting Schedule!
http://scahome.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/

FinAL-2015-SCA-Program.pdf
Fifteen symposia/sessions and six poster ses-

sions will be covering a variety of archaeological top-
ics from all regions of California, as well as portions 
of Oregon, nevada, and Mexico. 

All weekend long, the poster symposia and ses-
sions have been split into two-hour intervals: “Heritage 
Resources in the Bureau of Land Management’s 
northeastern California Field Offices,” “Regional 
Approaches to Heritage Resources on Lands 
Administered by the Bureau of Land Management,” 
“Archaeology and Management,” “Historics,” and two 
general sessions with a wide array of poster topics.

Friday, March 13

The “Beyond Boundaries” plenary will kick off 
our meeting early Friday morning. The Plenary fea-
tures four powerful presentations focusing on col-
laborations between Native Americans and archae-
ologists, with the purpose of facilitating important 
conversations throughout the rest of the conference. 
We welcome co-authored papers from Reba Fuller 
and Shelly Davis-King; Alan Leventhal, Rosemary 
Cambra, Monica Arellano, Sheila Guzman-Schmidt, 
and Gilbert Martinez; Peter nelson, Rob Cuthrell, Val 
Lopez, and Kent Lightfoot; and Loren Bommely and 
Shannon Tushingham.

Late Friday morning and afternoon is primarily 
focused on student research and ways we can foster 
learning opportunities for our future archaeologists. 

These symposia include “Current Graduate Student 
Research at California State university, Chico,” and 
“Archaeometric Applications for Reconstructing Past 
Lifeways in Prehistoric California,” predominately 
lead by uC Davis graduate students. Many of the par-
ticipants are presenting for the first time, and we are 
thrilled to initiate them into the SCA. 

“The California Field School,” chaired by Terry 
Jones of Cal Poly San Luis Obispo, highlights the im-
portance of hands-on learning for the success of field 
schools in California. 

Also on Friday, we welcome “Different 
Perspectives: Pluralist Approaches in Cultural 
Resources Management.”

The Silent Auction begins Friday at 6:00 pm at 
the Turtle Bay Museum along the Sacramento River. 

Saturday, March 14

On Saturday morning, we invite you to learn 
more about Redding at “The Real ‘State of Jefferson:’ 
Archaeology, Ethnography, Ethnobotany, History, and 
the Environment” symposium. Chaired by Joanne 
Mack, the session walks you through the history of 
today’s political boundary of the State of Jefferson, 
which reaches from Redding to Roseburg, Oregon. 

Saturday balances general northern and 
California regional sessions with geographically spe-
cific symposia. On Saturday morning, Tiffany Arend 
and Stephen Overly co-chair “Changing Perspectives: 
How Five years of Large-Scale Renewable Energy 
Development has Changed our understanding and 
Management of Archaeology in the California 
Deserts,” followed in the afternoon by “Rock Features 
of northeastern California and Adjacent Areas.” 

Events Calendar

For an up-to-date list of events related to California archaeology hosted by the SCA and other groups, visit the 
SCA’s online events calendar at http://scahome.org/calendar-of-events/.

SCA 2015 Annual Meeting – March 12-15
Kaely R. Colligan

http://scahome.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/FINAL-2015-SCA-Program.pdf
http://scahome.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/FINAL-2015-SCA-Program.pdf
http://scahome.org/calendar-of-events/
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Events Calendar, cont.

Meanwhile, Jennifer Perry and collaborators intro-
duce the opening of “The Santa Rosa island Research 
Station: A new Era of Archaeology on the Channel 
islands.”

John Foster will be chairing “Heritage 151: 
Archaeology and Historic Preservation in California 
State Parks,” which showcases current research, pres-
ervation efforts, and public outreach, concluding with 
the movie A Walk Through Time, featuring Anderson 
Marsh State Park. 

This year, we also have two unique roundtable/
panel-style symposia. “native American Programs 
Committee (nAPC) Roundtable Forum: AB 52,” will 
be chaired by Gregg Castro and Cassandra Hensher 
of nAPC and focus on impacts of legislation AB 52 
which involves native communities, agencies, firms, 
and consultants who all contribute to cultural resourc-
es management work.

immediately following the AB 52 forum, 
there will be a roundtable/panel forum for “native 
Californians, Archaeology, and Cultural Resource 
Protection Laws” hosted by Beverly Ortiz, Gregg 
Castro, Shelly Davis-King, Michael Moratto, Ken 
Wilson, William Pink, Janet Eidsness, Bob Burns, 
Morning Star Gali, Leaf Hillman, and Donald 
Verwayen. This roundtable is an extension of a pan-
el discussion at the 2013 and 2014 California indian 
Conference. The current panel will focus on the chal-
lenges, strengths, and weaknesses of the contempo-
rary era of CRM-focused projects.

We hope you enjoy all these opportunities to 
collaborate with your peers on all these important 
subjects!

On Saturday night, SCA President Jennifer 
Darcangelo will be hosting the 2015 Awards Banquet 
at the Holiday inn. Following the annual presenta-
tion of awards, we will be welcoming Dr. Anthony 
Graesch as our keynote speaker. Dr. Graesch studies 
and teaches urban ethnoarchaeology at Connecticut 
College, and has a background in archaeology from 
uCLA.

Sunday, March 15

Don’t skedaddle early, because the Sunday morn-
ing sessions are also packed full! Before you check out, 
check in on the poster symposium “Cuyama Valley, 
A Corridor to the Past: Archaeology, Ethnography, 
Ethnohistory, and Public Outreach,” chaired by Pat 
Mikkelsen. Sunday also includes new research from 
the Channel islands, and a “new Perspectives in 
Historical Archaeology” symposium discussing ex-
citing new topics from the California foothills, across 
the valley to the Mojave Desert. 

See you all in Redding in a couple of weeks! 
A huge thank you to the participants and the SCA 
Committee for creating a fascinating conference. 
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