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Letter from the President

I CAn hArDly BEliEVE ThAT OVEr TwO MOnThS hAVE gOnE 
by since the Annual Meeting in Visalia, and there is so much to do! As 

i said in my nomination statement, one of the main things i want to focus 
on during my tenure as SCA President is the commitment to promoting 
professional standards and ethics, and greater visibility of archaeology in 
the regulatory environment.

Shortly after the Annual Meeting, several people emailed me the 
San Francisco Chronicle article on the multi-million dollar rose lane de-
velopment in larkspur, California ("indian artifact treasure trove paved 
over for Marin County homes," April 23, 2014). The project was reported-
ly approved by the larkspur City Council back in 2010, but the Chronicle 
article garnered significant attention to the project and highlighted polar-
ized opinions with regard to analysis and disposition of artifacts. The 
article brought up issues of consultation, artifact analysis, curation, and, 
ultimately, compliance with the California Environmental Quality Act 
(CEQA). Unfortunately, this was not the only controversial project that 
was brought to the SCA Executive Board's attention in recent weeks. The 
issues involved are complex, include a multitude of stakeholders, and are 
not readily resolved by one side or another.

On one hand, we have made great strides in recent years with the 
adoption of the State historical resources Commission (ShrC) white 
Papers, and the SCA has also adopted the professional qualifications 
standards created by the SHRC's Archaeological Resources Committee 
(ArC) (http://scahome.org/?p=4360). On the other hand, when i think 
about who is reading these policies and guidelines, i think that we are 
still "preaching to the choir." we need to continue to build momentum on 
this issue and strengthen the role of the SCA in improving standards and 
guidelines in California archaeology. 

The SCA's mission statement states that the Society seeks to in-
crease public appreciation and support for archaeology by: 
1. Helping agencies, planners, landowners, and developers to under-

stand their obligations and opportunities to manage archaeological 
sites.

2. Representing concerns of California archaeologists before govern-
ment commissions and agencies and on legislation.

Back to the Basics: A Reflection on SCA 
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Letter from the President, cont.

3. Encouraging the conservation of archaeologi-
cal resources for future research and public 
interpretation.

4. Discouraging vandalism and exploitation of ar-
chaeological resources.

5. recognizing the significance that many sites 
possess for ethnic and local communities.

6. Encouraging respect, appreciation, and a better 
understanding of California's diverse cultural 
heritage.

if we want to see avoidance and preservation consid-
ered in the planning process, robust research designs 
when sites cannot be avoided, and curation of impor-
tant artifacts and data for future generations, then we 
need to make sure that agencies, planners, landown-
ers, and developers hear us. As a stakeholder group, 
archaeologists need to be at the table with CEQA 
practitioners, lead agencies, and our State Historic 
Preservation Office, influencing decision-making in 
favor of protecting our valuable cultural heritage.

One of our near-term goals is to provide local 
jurisdictions with some "Best Practices" to help them 
to comply with CEQA. we are also focused on filling 
committee chair and liaison positions so that we can 
put into action the important work that is the SCA's 
mission. To that end, Trish Fernandez has stepped up 
to chair our Standards and Ethics Committee. Trish 
has been working with the ShrC ArC since the in-
ception of the white Papers. we support the ArC in 
their efforts, but we are also able to move initiatives 
forward that go beyond the authority of the SHRC and 
the ARC.

As Frank Bayham expressed in his President's 
column way back in 2006, mere recognition of the 
problem is not going to be enough to change the situ-
ation. we have acknowledged the problem and devel-
oped guidelines to address the problem, and now it is 
time to take action. This is where you, the SCA mem-
bership, comes in. Our Society is now 1,200 mem-
bers strong. The Executive Board is here to represent 
you, so we need to hear your voice. The best and most 

direct way to be heard is to contact a board member 
or committee chair directly. Contact information for 
the Executive Board, committee chairs, liaisons, and 
the Business Office are provided on the SCA website 
(http://scahome.org/about-sca/) and in every issue of 
the SCA Newsletter (see pages 3 and 5). Join 
a committee, write an article, run for office! i hope 
to see you at the northern and Southern Data Sharing 
meetings and to hear your ideas on what we can ac-
complish this year. 

SCA President Jennifer Darcangelo

http://scahome.org/about-sca/
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Newsletter
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Patricia Mikkelsen
(530) 756-3941
pat@farwestern.com
lynn gamble
gamble@anth.ucsb.edu

Proceedings
Don laylander
dlaylander@cox.net

Professional Standards and Ethics
Trish Fernandez
tfernandez45@gmail.com

Site Conservation
John w. Foster
parkarky@yahoo.com
gregory white
gwhite@subterraconsulting.com

Student Affairs
Melanie Beasley
(916) 524-4258
melbeasley@yahoo.com

Volunteer Coordinator
Sherri Andrews
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Website
Denise wills
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Women in California Archaeology
Seetha Reddy
sreddy@sricrm.com
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grants and Fundraising
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Shelly Davis-King
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Information Center Liaison
Amy Huberland
ahuberland@csuchico.edu

Legislation Liaison
Samantha Schell
schellsamantha2012@gmail.com

California Office of Historic 
Preservation Liaison
Susan Stratton
sstratton@parks.ca.gov

Society for Historical
Archaeology Liaison
Karen Swope
(505) 323-8300
kswope@sricrm.com

Society for American Archaeology
Liaison
Arleen garcia-herbst
agarcia-herbst@ecorpconsulting.com

State Historical Resources 
Commission Liaison
C. Kristina roper
(559) 561-3816
kroper@wildblue.net

Committee Charirs Liaisons
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T hE 2014 AnnUAl MEETing OF ThE SOCiETy 
for California Archaeology was held March 

20–23, 2014 at the Visalia Convention Center and 
Marriott in Visalia, California.

The Annual Meeting was attended by over 800 
registrants, of which approximately 30 percent were 
students. Over 300 papers were given in 34 sessions 
over the course of the three days. Major funding for 
the meeting was provided by the Office of Historic 
Preservation, the U.S. Forest Service, the Bureau of 
land Management, and Southern California Edison. 
A sincere thanks to all of our underwriters, many of 
whom step forward annually.

The City of Visalia turned out to be a great ven-
ue for our meeting. The weather was perfect, the lo-
cals were friendly, the restaurants were good and not 
terribly expensive, and best of all, everything was in 
easy walking distance. A summary of the meeting fi-
nances is provided on page 15. 

i wish to thank all our speakers at the banquet 
and especially our Keynote Speaker Doug Bird for a 
great talk on the Martu and their ecological manage-
ment of Australia's western desert through fire. i also 
want to thank our Program Chair linn gassaway, 
local Arrangements Chair Kristina roper, our 
Business Office Manager Denise wills, and all the 
volunteers who made the Annual Meeting such a suc-
cessful and smooth-running event. 

Thanks to 2014 Annual Meeting Underwriters

• Thomas layton
• Alta Archaeological Consulting – risa & Alex 

Degeorgey
• Mary & Adrian Praetzellis
• Mary gorden
• Mark Kowta
• Scientific research, inc. 
• Sannie & Daniel Osborn
• lynn gamble
• Far western Anthropological research group
• PAr Environmental Services – Mary & James 

Maniery
• ESA – Scott Baxter & rebecca Allen
• Sierra Valley Cultural Planning – Kristina roper
• Origer & Associates – Tom Origer
• Applied Earth works – Mary Baloian

2014 Annual Meeting Report
Richard Fitzgerald, Immediate Past President

SCA Business and Activities
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SCA Business and Activities, cont.

T hE AnnUAl SCA AwArDS BAnQUET wAS 
held on the evening of Saturday, March 22 

during the 2014 Annual Meeting in Visalia. The 
following awards were presented to individuals and 
groups selected by the SCA for their outstanding com-
mitments to California's heritage.

The 2014 David A. Fredrickson Lifetime 
Achievement Award was given to Susan M. hector 
for her work in education (Museum Curator of 
Archaeological Collections for the UClA Museum of 
Cultural history and as Adjunct Anthropology fac-
ulty at San Diego City College), her innovative work 
in cultural resources management (rECOn, San 
Diego County Parks, Susan hector Consulting, ASM 
Affiliates, South Coastal information Center, and 
SEMPrA Energy, among others), and for her dedicat-
ed spirit of volunteering to the SCA (as both Southern 
Vice President and President) and to various commis-
sions and committees (City of San Diego historical 
Sites Board, San Diego river Conservancy, and 

State Historical Resources Commission Archaeology 
Subcommittee).

The 2014 Mark Raymond Harrington Award 
for Conservation Archaeology was awarded to Jerry 
hopkins and Tulare lake Archaeological research 
group for the vitality and energy they have expressed 
towards archaeological research, albeit as an avoca-
tional society. Jerry hopkins in particular has been 
a diligent, indefatigable promoter of all things Tulare 
lake for many years, and has been at the center of the 
research group's impressive scholarly publications.

The 2014 Martin A Baumhoff Special 
Achievement Award was given to Victor golla for 
his pioneering work in what he has termed "California 
indian studies" (CiS), a field of research centered on 
aboriginal California groups from multiple disciplin-
ary perspectives. Although a linguist by training, his 
thinking is deeply rooted in the four-field approach 
to anthropology, and he is intensely interested in the 
ways language could inform our understanding of 
California prehistory. California Indian Languages 
is required reading for any linguist, archaeologist, 
ethnographer, or historian interested in aboriginal 
California. No less important are his contributions in 
linguistic prehistory, including the chapter in Jones 
and Klar's 2007 California Prehistory.

The 2014 Thomas F. King Award for 
Excellence in Cultural Resources Management was 
given to Marie g. Cottrell. Cottrell has been involved 
with cultural resource management (CrM) stud-
ies in California for over four decades, establishing 
and maintaining strong CrM programs at three ma-
jor military bases. These  efforts have led to a much 
better understanding of Mojave desert prehistory and 
have helped to preserve data from historic and prehis-
toric sites that are under constant threat.

The 2014 California Indian Heritage 
Preservation Award was given to leilynn Odom, 

2014 Annual Awards
Shelly Davis-King and Richard Fitzgerald

Susan Hector ( left)  receives  the David A. 
Fredrickson Lifet ime Achievement Award. 
Photo by Trudy Haversat .
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SCA Business and Activities, cont.

Tribal Elder to yak tityu tityu (northern 
Chumash Tribe) for her decades of work 
as a consultant, representative, and field-
worker doing both surface surveys and 
subsurface testing, for her active role in 
public hearings and other venues to pro-
tect significant cultural resources, and 
for her commitment to traditional ways. 
She has been involved with all levels of 
government on behalf of her ancestors 
and descendants, and has actively sup-
ported the best quality of archaeological 
research. She has always worked with 
others to both protect her heritage and 
to learn from archaeological fieldwork.

The 2014 Golden Shovel Award 
was given to Jerry Doty for his 30 years 
of scientific excavation and recording 
standards throughout California and 
beyond. The overall quality of his field-
work and technical skills (including professional illus-
tration and photography) has meaningfully improved 
the quality of numerous archaeological reports, and 
he has participated in many important archaeological 
projects, working with researchers from numerous ac-
ademic institutions and virtually every archaeological 
consulting firm in northern California.

The 2014 Helen C. Smith Award for Individual 
or Society Avocationalist Achievement was given to 
Jon Harman, whose career was in the field of medical 
imaging, where he specialized in the design of algo-
rithms that created medical images and analyzed their 
structures. Jon spent more than 20 years pursuing 
rock art, ultimately combining his career and hobby 
to create DStretch, an image enhancement program 
designed to be used with digital photographs of picto-
graphs. DStretch has multiple uses and has become an 
invaluable tool for researchers world wide.

The Native American Programs Committee 
California Indian Scholarships were awarded to 
Dene Fink (north Fork rancheria of Mono indians of 

California), reba Fuller (Tuolumne Band of Me wuk 
indians), richard ragudo (Buena Vista rancheria), 
Frank Salazar (Campo Band of Kummeyaay indians), 
and rusty S. Stone (Kern Valley indian Council).

Presidential Awards for Service to the SCA 
were awarded to Tom Origer and Kristina roper. 
These two very deserving members of our Society 
are the first to receive this award for above and be-
yond service to the SCA and California archaeology 
in general.

The 2014 Outstanding Student Paper Award 
was given to Samuel J. williams for his paper en-
titled "Quantitative Approaches for identifying 
Archaeological Site Occupation Types: A Case Study 
From late holocene Mendocino County."

The James A. Bennhoff Memorial Fund 
Award for the support of original research on the 
prehistory of California and the great Basin was not 
given this year because the SCA did not receive any 
project proposals. 

Leilynn Odom (right) received the 2014 California Indian Heritage 
Preservation Award. Photo by Trudy Haversat.
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Photos from the 2014 SCA Annual Meeting

Left to right: Amy MacKinnon, Colleen Cheverko, 
and Brian Denham with their poster on modern vs. 
prehistoric flakes. Photo by Peter Von der Porten.

Left Coast Press (left) and Sonoma State University 
(right) keeping busy at their tables in the Book Room. 
Photo by Peter Von der Porten.

Attendees check in with volunteers at the Registration Desk and mingle. Photo by Peter Von der Porten.
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SCA Business and Activities, cont.

A FTEr A highly SUCCESSFUl AnnUAl 
meeting in Visalia in March, we are looking 

forward to publishing a stimulating set of articles this 
fall in Volume 28 of the SCA Proceedings. Please 
submit your paper no later than July 1 to the SCA 
Business Office (office@scahome.org). The SCA 
website contains information for contributors with 

regard to article format, length, figures, etc. (http://
scahome.org/sca-publications/proceeding-submis-
sions/). if you have any questions about submissions, 
please feel free to contact the Editor, Don laylander, 
at dlaylander@cox.net. Once again, articles will be 
accepted for publication in Spanish. 

SCA Proceedings Submission Deadline Reminder
Don Laylander

Jennifer Farquhar (left) and Calla Fitzgerald (right) at 
the awards banquet. Photo by Trudy Haversat.

Denise Wills (left) and Shelly Davis-King (right) at the 
awards banquet. Photo by Peter Von der Porten.

SCA members mingle and enjoy the exhibits during the Silent Auction, held at the International Agri-Center in 
Tulare. Photo by Peter Von der Porten. 

mailto:office@scahome.org
http://scahome.org/sca-publications/proceeding-submissions/
http://scahome.org/sca-publications/proceeding-submissions/
http://scahome.org/sca-publications/proceeding-submissions/
mailto:dlaylander@cox.net
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SCA Business and Activities, cont.

F Or ME, A highlighT OF ThE SOCiETy FOr 
California Archaeology 2014 Annual Meeting 

was the field trip to the Exeter rocky hill site on 
Saturday, March 22, 2014. After gathering at the 
Visalia Convention Center, our group of 30 carpooled 
about 15 miles east into the foothills of the Sierra 
Nevada to the site, located near the community of 
Exeter. Managed by the Archaeological Conservancy, 
the site is on a strictly controlled 22-acre preserve. 
we were met on site by Cory wilkins of the 
Archaeological Conservancy, site steward Manuel 
Andrade, and members of the Santa Rosa Rancheria 
Tachi yokuts Tribe, who gave us a brief overview of 
the location and its setting in the ancestral homeland 
of the Tachi yokuts. The site is very impressive, with 
commanding views of the snow-capped Sierra to the 
east and the Central Valley to the west.

Exeter rocky hill is a split granite dome or up-
lift, five miles in circumference. The rocky hill has 
25 major caves. Many—if not most—of the caves fea-
ture polychrome pictographs. The pictographs include 
fantastic anthropomorphs, zoomorphs, and other 
worldly figures in mostly red, white, and black colors. 
Cupules and bedrock mortars are common features in 
and around the pictograph locations. Mary A. gorden, 
in her review of rock art research in Central California 
during the Annual Meeting plenary session, stated 
that there are seven to nine recorded archaeological 
sites at Exeter rocky hill. Two historic structures on 
the site were constructed ca. 1910–1913 by Captain 
Thiew.

Before the tour, the Tachi yokuts burned sage 
and recited a prayer to bless and protect us. Then we 
were divided into groups of 10 people and led by mem-
bers of the tribe. Our guide lalo Franco described 
the site as "the guardian of the Mountain gateway." 
According to Franco, the location itself is more im-
portant than the pictographs. Franco explained that the 
location was a meeting place where clans, medicine 

men, and Eagle Dancers would congregate to perform 
healing ceremonies. A solstice observatory is also lo-
cated near the top of Exeter rocky hill. According to 
literature available on site, this was a healing place, 
where fertility and deaths were also celebrated. After 
our respective tours, the Tachi yokuts sang a few 
songs before bidding us farewell. 

Thanks very much to the Society for California 
Archaeology for arranging this tour as a part of the 
Annual Meeting in Visalia. The field trip component 
adds so much to Annual Meetings to provide local fla-
vor and context to the meeting location. Also, thank 
you to the Archaeological Conservancy for allow-
ing us to visit. Finally, thank you to the Tachi yokuts 
tribal members, including my tour leader lalo Franco, 
for leading the tours and for sharing their stories of 
this incredible place. For more information, search the 
internet using the keywords "yokuts Sacred Place–
rocky hill–Exeter–California" or "Stories by Alex–
Finding lost Civilizations." 

A Visit to Exeter Rocky Hill (CA-TUL-89) 
Stephen Bryne, Leidos

Pictographs at Exeter Rocky Hill, colors enhanced 
with DStretch. Photo by Stephen Bryne.
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Spring Meeting, March 23, 2014
Visalia Convention Center, Visalia, California

Presenters
risa Degeorgey
Tony Overly
gregg Castro and Cassandra hensher
Peter Von der Porten and Shelly Davis-King
Kristina roper and linn gassaway

Meeting brought to order by Jennifer Darcangelo at 
9:05 am.

Status of SCA archives

The Board is looking into options for curation of the 
SCA archives. Jennifer Darcangelo moved to allocate 
$3,000 in the budget to SCA Archive Curation. Mark 
hylkema seconded the motion. The board unanimous-
ly approved.

Update on SCA Easements

risa Degeorgey has been able to query all 14 of the 
SCA easements through the searches she has conduct-
ed, and she is currently compiling the information she 
has received. The Board has some additional ques-
tions on the easements before a decision can be made 
about how to move forward and ensure proper protec-
tion of the sites covered under the easements.

Bureau of Land Management (BLM) Update

Tony Overly provided a BlM update to the Board. 
The Point Arena-Stornetta Public lands are now part 
of the California Coastal national Monument, and 
the BlM is in the process of getting the world war 
ii Desert Training Center formally listed. The BlM 
has a large Desert renewable Energy project coming 
up and would like to ensue that cultural concerns are 
addressed with the Fish and wildlife project. The pos-

sibility of lobbying Fish and wildlife to hire cultural 
staff was discussed. 

Native American Program Committee 
(NAPC) Meeting Update 

gregg Castro and Cassandra hensher indicated that 
the nAPC meeting was well-attended and produc-
tive. The nAPC is going to expand their leadership 
to include at least a secretary and a fundraiser. They 
would also like to have additional mentors for winners 
of the meeting sponsorship who are first-time native 
American attendees to the meeting.

SCA Executive Board Meeting Minutes
Amy Gusick, Secretary

Past President Richard Fitzgerald "passes the buck" 
to President Jennifer Darcangelo at the 2014 Annual 
Meeting awards banquet. Photo by Trudy Haversat.
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Newsletter Update 

Peter Von der Porten would like to add short ar-
chaeological reports to the Newsletter and provide 
the SCA Committees a schedule for submission to 
the Newsletter. The Board is looking into develop-
ing a stock photo file for the Newsletter and is cur-
rently researching copyright concerns. Shelly Davis-
King notes that a controversial piece will be in news 
and notes in the journal, prompting a push for news 
and notes to be peer-reviewed. Shelly would like the 
News and Notes section of California Archaeology 
to remain non-peer reviewed, so she will direct more 
controversial submissions to the Newsletter. 

Visalia Meeting Updates 

Kristina roper and linn gassaway indicated that the 
SCA Visalia meeting went very well with good atten-
dance at the meeting and the events. Another central 
California meeting within the next few years is in the 
planning stages. The meeting venue for the SCA 50th 
anniversary may be changed from Ontario to another 
location. 

Committee Gaps

Adie whitaker and Jennifer Farquhar co-chair the 
Committee for Advanced Annual Meeting Planning, 
but there are no chairs for the Membership and 
Fundraising committees. Jennifer Darcangelo would 
like to expand the fundraising role and look into cor-

porate funding. The SCA annual goals for fundraising 
will be set during the Summer Board meeting.

Data Sharing and Summer Meetings 

Michelle Cross is looking into the date and venue for 
the northern Data Sharing meeting. noelle Shaver will 
plan the Southern meeting after Michelle can firm up 
a date for the northern meeting. Jennifer Darcangelo 
moved to have the SCA board meeting at the Southern 
Data Sharing Meeting. rick Fitzgerald seconded the 
motion. The Board unanimously approved. The SCA 
Summer Board Meeting will be held July 19–20, 2014.

Other Business

The Board is looking into offering ads in the Newsletter 
and it will be discussed during the Summer Meeting. 
The Board welcomes two new members, President-
Elect Mark hylkema and Secretary Amy gusick.

Closing

Jennifer Darcangelo moved to adjourn the meeting. 
Noelle Shaver seconded the motion. The Board unani-
mously agreed. Meeting adjourned at 12:10 pm. 

N OrThErn ViCE PrESiDEnT MiChEllE 
Cross has secured Sierra College in rocklin, 

California as the location for the Northern California 
Data Sharing Meeting, which will take place this 
fall. Specific dates will be announced when they are 
finalized. An after-meeting event will be held at the 

nearby Out of Bounds Brewery, and Steve Hilton will 
lead a Sunday field trip to Empire State Mine in grass 
Valley. Michelle Cross is soliciting presentations for 
the meeting. Contact her at michelle.cross@cardno.
com if you would like to present a paper. 

Northern California Data Sharing Meeting Location Announcement
Peter Von der Porten

mailto:michelle.cross@cardno.com
mailto:michelle.cross@cardno.com
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Roundtable Discussion of California Curation and 
Preservation Issues 
March 22, 2014
Visalia Convention Center, Visalia, California

This roundtable conversation provided an opportunity 
to discuss some of the most current issues in curation 
and preservation facing California collections. Topics 
included the white papers on curation, orphaned col-
lections, deaccessioning, archives, and much more. 
The roundtable included curators, directors, cultural 
educators, and descendant community members. 
Audience members had an opportunity to provide 
questions and input as well.

Presenters 
wendy g. Teeter (Fowler Museum at UClA; ArC 

Curation working group Chair)
nick Tipon (Phoebe hearst Museum native 

American Advisory Council, Member graton 
rancheria)

Karimah Kennedy-richardson (Southwest Museum 
of the Autry national Center)

natasha Johnson (Phoebe hearst Museum of 
Anthropology, UC Berkeley)

Frank J. Salazar iii (imperial Valley Desert Museum, 
Campo Band of Kumeyaay indians)

Jeannine Pedersen (Cooper Center)

Attendees
Myra herrmann, Cristina gonzales, Peter hanchett, 
Alexander (Sandy) rogers, natasha Johnson, Dave 
Singleton, Kathleen Jernigan, Elyssa Figari, nick 
Tipon, John winner, Jeannine Pedersen, Jere lipps, 
Kayla Dearbaugh, gregg Castro, neal hitch, Michael 
T. Black, lisa Thomas, ward Eldridge, Tom Burge, 
Donna gillette, ron Johnson, and richard rydall

Presenters and attendees discussed a wide range of 
concerns and issues including: 

• Adequate funding and space needed for the collec-
tions being created by development projects. The 
curation crisis continues with a lack of adequate 
space. There is a need for a list of who is accepting 
collections to ensure that all lands are covered.

• Defining what an orphaned collection is and 
figuring out how much cultural material is there to 
be processed and where it is located. A suggestion 
for potential funding to end development-driven 
orphaned collections would be a sliding scale fee 
added to CEQA permits that would provide grants 
to curate and rehabilitate such collections.

• Reviewing the draft deaccessional policy that will 
be added to 36CFr79 and the possible implications 
for collections care, especially how to determine 
what is redundant and not useful.

• what to do with avocational collections when 
neither the funding agency, affiliated cultural 
community, nor the repository have the space for 
them. Numerous positive suggestions for transfer-
ring such collections included schools and small 
historical museums and other educational facilities.

• A discussion on how to use open-source databases 
to improve access and enhance collections infor-
mation. The Phoebe hearst Museum is using one 
that will allow visiting community members and 
researchers to directly augment information about 
a piece from a tablet. web applications are a great 
way to provide supplemental information about 
collections to the public as well.

• The future possibility of all California repositories 
being linked through an open source database, but 
it would require overcoming some logistical issues, 
such as the creation of standards for collections 
inventory.

• The California historical resources information 
System (ChriS) Centers would be a great nexus 

SCA Curation Committee Meeting Notes
Wendy G. Teeter, Curation Committee Chair
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of collections information that would link up to the 
site information already being managed by them. 
A DPr 523 curation form that could be filled out 
by each repository/museum for each site could 
be provided electronically to include standard in-
formation for collections that are older than the 
ChriS system or were created by academic under-
takings. it would also be useful when collections 
are transferred from one agency to another. 

• it was mentioned that a national Archaeology 
database accessible through the ChriS centers 
would also make research much easier.

• There were several examples provided of how 
museums/repositories such as airports, parks, and 
festivals can provide public presentations and ex-
hibitions to promote a better understanding of the 
past.

• There was discussion about having regional 
Curation Committee meetings more frequently 
or having meetings remotely to brainstorm and 
support each other more throughout the year. 

Description Income Expense Balance

Meeting registration  $36,845.00 ($961.70)  $35,883.30 
Silent Auction Tickets  $22,330.00 ($15,099.40)  $7,230.60 
Silent Auction Proceeds  $2,413.10 $0.00  $2,413.10 
Banquet Tickets  $15,050.00 ($10,037.83)  $5,012.17 
Underwriting  $22,060.00 $0.00  $22,060.00 
Program Ads  $1,085.00 $0.00  $1,085.00 
Book room  $2,027.70 ($1,201.50)  $826.20 
Audio/Visual ($3,097.40)  $(3,097.40)
Meeting rooms/labor ($5,035.58)  $(5,035.58)
inAh Sponsorship ($1,664.50)  $(1,664.50)
Program/Printing ($4,495.08)  $(4,495.08)

Total:  $101,810.80 ($41,592.99)  $60,217.81 

T hE SCA iS CUrrEnTly lOOKing FOr 
someone to serve as Membership Chair, which 

is an excellent opportunity to meet and engage with 
the SCA's members while working closely with the 
Board and other committee chairs. The Membership 
Chair should have a good rapport with the public 

and be committed to helping the Society grow. The 
Membership Chair's primary duties are recruiting new 
members and reaching out to current members. if you 
are interested in hearing more about the position and 
how to apply, please contact northern Vice President 
Michelle Cross (michelle.cross@cardno.com). 

SCA in Need of a Membership Chair
Peter Von der Porten

2014 Annual Meeting Financial Summary
Submitted by Richard Fitzgerald

mailto:michelle.cross@cardno.com
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T hE CAliFOrniA ArChAEOlOgiCAl SiTE 
Stewardship Program (CASSP) is a network 

of concerned people who are committed to protect-
ing California's rich cultural heritage. Under CASSP, 
trained volunteers from the public regularly visit 
assigned archaeological and historical sites located on 
public lands and record their conditions. The volun-
teers are supervised by the local archaeologists who 
are working for the agencies responsible for those 
lands. CASSP is part of the Society for California 
Archaeology, and it receives direction and support 
from SCA members, the SCA Executive Board, and 
the CASSP Committee. The SCA reviews CASSP 
policies, procedures, and accomplishments, and it 
helps shape CASSP's future goals. 

The CASSP Committee meets during the SCA 
Annual Meeting and welcomes public attendance. This 
year we met in Visalia at the SCA Annual Meeting. 
Over 35 people attended, including site stewards, 
archaeologists, and interested public. we discussed 
future training workshop locations and what had oc-
curred over the past year for CASSP.

Highlights from 2013

The most important parts of CASSP are the achieve-
ments of the volunteer site stewards who work across 
California. Their enthusiasm, dedication, and skills 
are making a real difference, and their efforts keep 
growing. From October 2012 through September 
2013, about 100 volunteer site stewards reported that 
they spent more than 3,340 hours visiting their sites. 
when other volunteer activities for last year are in-
cluded, the total value of donated time is greater than 
$100,000. 

At the 2013 Annual Meeting in Berkeley, the 
SCA recognized volunteers Charlotte Anderson, 
David lee, and Philomene Smith with certificates of 
appreciation for their accomplishments over numer-
ous years of site stewardship. David and Charlotte 
work with william Kerwin and greg haverstock 
at the Bureau of land Management (BlM) Bishop 
Field Office. Philomene volunteers with three agen-
cies: the BlM hollister Field Office, los Padres 
national Forest, and California State Parks' Monterey 

CASSP Annual Report for 2013
Beth and Chris Padon

Some of the people who attended the CASSP meeting during the 2014 SCA Annual Meeting. Photo by Alex 
DeGeorgey.
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District. Furthermore, the SCA presented the Mark r. 
Harrington Award for Conservation Archaeology, its 
oldest award, to site steward Dan Mosier for his many 
years of working to identify, document, and preserve 
sites at the Carnegie State Vehicular recreation Area 
(between Tracy and livermore). Dan works with State 
Parks archaeologist, Alicia Perez.

CASSP volunteers participated in several out-
reach efforts: the SCA Public Day in Berkeley in 
March 2013, the international Federation of rock 
Art Organizations held in Albuquerque in May 
2013, career day for high school students in napa in 
September 2013, and the Archaeological institute of 
America Archaeology Day in riverside in October 
2013. Thanks to site stewards Elizabeth guerra and 
Jane O'Donnell and to Craig lesh for their outreach 
on behalf of CASSP. 

Volunteer Training Workshops

Five volunteer training workshops and one advanced 
training workshop were held in 2013, attracting 110 
participants. By comparison, 137 people attended 
seven CASSP workshops in 2012. Three BlM Field 
Offices (Barstow, Palm Springs, and Bishop) and 
three US Forest Service locations (Shasta-Trinity, 
Cleveland, and Plumas) hosted workshops.

Partnerships

The Pacific Southwest region of the US Forest Service 
provided funds for CASSP through a grant from the 
California State Parks Off-highway Motor Vehicle 
recreation (OhMVr) Division. This grant specifies 
the SCA and CASSP as partners. Even though the US 
Forest Service is responsible for administering the 
OhMVr grants, they do not hesitate to include BlM 
Field Offices for training workshops. we're pleased 
that this cooperation continues to draw upon in-kind 
contributions from the US Forest Service, the BlM, 
and CASSP volunteers.

Awards

The Archaeological institute of America (AiA) pre-
sented the SCA and CASSP the Best Practices in 
Site Preservation Award at their annual meeting in 
January 2014. The AiA (http://www.archaeological.
org) is north America's oldest and largest organiza-
tion devoted to the world of archaeology.

Budget

CASSP expenditures from October 2012 through 
September 2013 totaled $59,590, provided by a grant 
from the OhMVr Division that was awarded in mid-
2012. The grant was matched by in-kind contributions 
from the US Forest Service, the BlM, and the SCA, 
and by time donated by public volunteers.

Workshops for 2014

This year CASSP is pleased to welcome a new 
partner, the Ventana wilderness Alliance (http://
www.ventanawild.org). The VwA funded a volunteer 
training workshop for the los Padres national Forest 
on April 5–6, 2014 at the Monterey ranger District in 
King City with US Forest Service archaeologist Bob 
Strickland.

Upcoming 2014 CASSP Training Workshops

• June 21–22, California State Parks, Sierra District, 
Tahoma

• June 28–29, Eldorado national Forest, Placerville
• July 19–20, los Padres national Forest, goleta
• August 23–24, BlM hollister Field Office, 

Hollister

One additional workshop will be announced when it 
is confirmed, so please check the CASSP web page, 
(http://www.cassp.org). Space is limited, and you must 
register no later than the Monday before the workshop. 
Questions about CASSP can be sent to bpadon@
discoveryworks.com, or by calling (562) 427-3474. 

http://www.archaeological.org
http://www.archaeological.org
http://www.ventanawild.org
http://www.ventanawild.org
http://www.cassp.org
mailto:bpadon@discoveryworks.com
mailto:bpadon@discoveryworks.com
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Now that the 2014 Society for American 
Archaeology (SAA) Annual Meeting is in the rear-
view mirror, it's time to start thinking about the 2015 
meeting here in California. The abstract submission 
system for the SAA's 2015 Annual Meeting in San 
Francisco (April 15–19, 2015) is available on SAAweb 
at http://bit.ly/AbstractSubmissions.

The web system is simple, straight forward, 
and user-friendly. log in or create a new profile to 

chair a session or submit an individual abstract today! 
Can't remember your login information? Contact 
SAA Membership Staff at (202) 789-8200 ext. 109 
or membership@saa.org. The SAA hopes that you 
enjoy using the Abstract Submission System, and 
looks forward to seeing lots of SCA members in San 
Francisco! 

Society for American Archaeology Liaison Report
Arleen Garcia-Herbst, ECORP Consulting

M ArK yOUr CAlEnDAr FOr ThE 48TH 
Annual Conference on Historical and 

Underwater Archaeology, to be held on January 
6–11, 2015 at the Sheraton Seattle hotel in 
Seattle, washington. The conference theme is 
"Peripheries and Boundaries." Details can be 
found at http://www.sha.org/index.php/view/page/ 
annual_meetings. you can also follow ShA 
2015 on Facebook at http://www.facebook.com/ 
SocietyforHistoricalArchaeology, on the SHA 
blog at http://www.sha.org/blog, and on Twitter at  
http://twitter.com/sha_org (hashtag #sha2015). The 
Call for Papers is open until July 10, 2014. See the Call 
for Papers at http://www.sha.org/assets/documents/
Spring2014CallForPapers.pdf. Use the online 
ConfTool at https://www.conftool.com/sha2015/ to 
submit contributions. The general program email 
address is sha2015program@gmail.com.

in other ShA news, Annelise E. Morris 
(University of California, Berkeley, Ph.D. candi-
date) is the 2014 first place award recipient of the 
ShA gender and Minority Affairs Committee 
Diversity Field School Competition, for "The 
historical Archaeology of lawrence County Project 
Field School, Collaborative Public Archaeology in 
lawrence County, illinois." The award recognizes 

field schools that foster diversity in research objec-
tives, perspectives, and participation. 

Bill lockhart's Encyclopedia of Manufacturer's 
Marks on Glass Containers, Volume B has been post-
ed on Bill lindsey's historical Bottle website at http://
www.sha.org/bottle/makersmarks.htm. The volume 
will be available soon for purchase in hardcopy from 
http://www.lulu.com. 

Society for Historical Archaeology Liaison Report
Karen K. Swope

SHA 2015 conference logo by Coast Salish artist 
lessLIE. In the spirit of spindle whorls, the design 
depicts four eyes pushing toward the circle boundary. 
The central eye expands the space of the spindle hole.

http://bit.ly/AbstractSubmissions
mailto:membership@saa.org
http://www.sha.org/index.php/view/page/annual_meetings
http://www.sha.org/index.php/view/page/annual_meetings
http://www.facebook.com/SocietyforHistoricalArchaeology
http://www.facebook.com/SocietyforHistoricalArchaeology
http://www.sha.org/blog
http://twitter.com/sha_org
http://www.sha.org/assets/documents/Spring2014_CallForPapers.pdf
http://www.sha.org/assets/documents/Spring2014_CallForPapers.pdf
https://www.conftool.com/sha2015/
mailto:sha2015program@gmail.com
http://www.sha.org/bottle/makersmarks.htm
http://www.sha.org/bottle/makersmarks.htm
http://www.lulu.com
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A rEQUEST By MEMBErS OF ThE SAlinAn 
Tribe of Monterey and San luis Obispo counties 

for permission from the Diocese of Monterey to repair 
the eroding adobe wall of the 1804 cemetery resulted 
in a visit by some world-famous four-footed detectives 
in April of 2013. All Salinan groups met at Mission 
San Antonio de Padua with representatives of the 
Diocese to discuss the repair. not all individuals were 
convinced that mission burials were confined to the 
cemetery; some felt that they might even be randomly 
scattered outside its walls. The idea 
of the Salinan people restoring the 
cemetery of their own people was 
appealing, but the Diocese needed 
to find answers to these locational 
questions before proceeding. One 
Salinan descendant suggested 
employing the institute for Canine 
Forensics (iFC) to determine the 
presence or absence of human 
burials outside the cemetery walls 
in a completely unbiased and non-
destructive manner. The Friends 
of historic San Antonio Mission, 
the Xolon Salinan Tribe, and the 
Salinan Trawt' Raahl generously 
funded the project.

The iCF's historic human 
remains Detection (hhrD) dogs 
have been trained to alert to spe-
cifically historic human remains 
with great success in various parts of the world, in-
cluding prehistoric sites, a Napoleonic battlefield, 
pioneer cemeteries in the Mother lode, and a camp 
of the Donner Party. As with other remote sensing 
methods, the use of hhrD dogs has many advantag-
es and some limitations. The dogs work best in mild 
temperatures, moderate soil moisture, and low wind 
conditions—fortunately, these conditions were typical 

of the days of the survey at Mission San Antonio de 
Padua. hhrD dogs are not machines, so they need 
periodic rests and motivational activities. Their sense 
of smell is several thousand times keener than that of 
humans, and it is unaffected by surrounding magnetic 
or electrical anomalies. in fact, they will alert to the 
smallest bone fragments and anything carrying the 
scent of human remains, such as grave soil, coffin 
wood, lost teeth, and even plants carrying the scent 

transported from elsewhere by 
wind, water, or bioturbation. The 
dogs are most valuable in provid-
ing negative evidence of human re-
mains. Alerts require careful eval-
uation and interpretation by their 
handlers to determine the cause of 
any positive responses.

On April 18 and 19, 2013, 
four handlers and their dogs 
searched the area outside of the 
mission cemetery walls. The dogs 
are trained to alert by sitting or 
lying down when they detect the 
scent of historic human remains. 
Only three alerts occurred: one just 
outside the eastern wall of the cem-
etery, and two along its south wall. 
in the first case, ground squirrels 
had burrowed under the wall and 

deposited cemetery soil outside the cemetery. in the 
second case, predominantly northwesterly winds had 
carried the scent out of the cemetery though a breach 
in the wall. in contrast, the dogs invariably alerted to 
known burials in the mission garden, along the east 
side of the church, and over the crypts in the sanctu-
ary, as well as identifying additional possible burial 
spots in the garden that had been unknown. Members 

Forensic Canine Surveys at Mission San Antonio de Padua
Robert L. Hoover

News and Announcements

Dr. John Grebenkemper and Kayle 
examining the containers from 
alert boxes. Photo by Rober L. 
Hoover.
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of the Salinan community, 
the Diocese, and the general 
public were present to watch 
these amazing animals work. 
Cemetery wall restoration has 
now continued by making ado-
be bricks and filling holes in 
the wall.

iCF conducted a second, 
novel project at the mission on 
October 24 and 25, 2013, sur-
veying an existing collection 
from almost 30 years (1976–
2004) of archaeological field 
schools by Cal Poly San luis 
Obispo at the mission from 
various locations. All materi-
als had been screened through 1/8-inch mesh, cleaned, 
cataloged, and stored by the end of each school ses-
sion. No human remains had been visually noted, with 
the single exception of an incisor tooth from a pioneer 
child's coffin, which had been reburied on site. The 
Diocese wanted to make certain that no human re-
mains were present and that arrangements for reburial 
could be made if they were found. A practice run was 
conducted by placing modern human teeth in two of 
six empty cardboard boxes at a calibration station. 
Rewards were given for correct responses.

All boxes in the collection were removed from 
storage and opened to allow access by the dogs. 
Surgical gloves were used in moving the boxes to 
reduce the chance of contamination of scents. Three 
dogs conducted a search of the boxes separately in 
"blind" tests, without other handlers or dogs knowing 
the results of the other teams. Boxes with no bone or 
no alerts were returned to storage. Boxes with a sin-
gle alert had a low level of confidence for the pres-
ence of human remains, but were visually examined 
anyway before returning to storage. Of a total of 182 
boxes, those receiving two alerts (n=7) had a moder-
ate level of confidence and were examined in great 

detail. Boxes receiving three alerts (n=7) were exam-
ined more intensively. A few human deciduous teeth 
were noted from residential areas, but no evidence 
of human bone was noted. in interpreting the alerts, 
handlers noted that several boxes had been stored next 
to a plank of coffin wood, clearly contaminating the 
adjacent storage boxes whether they contained bone 
or not. 

Forensic hhrD research is in its infancy. if ar-
chaeologists had been aware of the dangers of scent 
contamination in storage in the 1970s, they could have 
developed a more secure protocol. The loss of human 
teeth as part of the natural growing and aging process 
explains the presence of these remains in residential 
areas, where there are also likely deposits of intense 
human scent in the soil. The use of forensic dogs has 
proven to be a valuable approach to answering many 
questions. Along with geophysics and remote sens-
ing, it enables archaeologists to focus on areas of the 
site that are likely to answer their specific research 
questions, rather than using random sampling and 
test units to make the site resemble a Swiss cheese. 
Forensic hhrD methods are efficient and economi-
cal in terms of time and money. 

Bailey, Berkeley, and Kayle resting between searches. Photo by Robert L. 
Hoover.
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I 'M JUST BACK FrOM ThE 2014 SCA AnnUAl 
Meeting in Visalia and it was really great. Over 

700 people attended and over 300 were at the banquet. 
it was a real treat to be engaged in California dis-
cussions once again after a 20-year sojourn in the 
Caribbean. Time has favored me to assume the role 
of a geezer archaeologist from State Parks, but i'm 
not all that comfortable with it. i feel like people look 
out and think, "There goes that old dinosaur from 
the last century. he's not looking too spry. wait, he's 
stumbling…he's down." 

well, i'm not down, but i want to give some ran-
dom thoughts before they're forgotten.

i spoke at the State Parks' session on Early 
Milestones in State Park Archaeology and spent quite 
a bit of my 15 minutes talking about the genesis of 
state parks in California. in case you didn't know, 
State Parks is celebrating its 150th anniversary this 
year. in 1864, Abraham lincoln signed legislation 
conferring 20,000 acres of Federal land in yosemite 
and the Mariposa Big Trees to the State of California. 
That was the beginning of the park movement in the 
United States and the first State Park. in the 1880s, the 
Feds took the land back for the national Park System, 
but the park idea resulted in many California organi-
zations banding together, raising funds, and acquiring 
lands to preserve natural beauty and historic legacy. 

Some people think the park movement was all 
about redwood groves and Sierra peaks. They fig-
ure cultural resources must have been shoehorned 
in sometime in the 1970s with CEQA. But the truth 
is that historic preservation was a very important 
and vibrant part of the park movement in California. 
By the time the first State Park was formally estab-
lished in 1902 at Big Basin, groups were active in 
saving Columbia, la Purisima Mission, Fort ross, 
Sutter's Fort, Marshall's gold Discovery Site, Pio 
Pico's Adobe, and Vallejo's home. in fact, the Survey 
of Historic Sites and Landmarks in California, com-

piled for the 1928 Park Bond campaign, emphasized 
the State's need to preserve missions as well as "forts, 
monuments, ship landings and shipwrecks, buildings, 
mining towns, literary sites…indian villages, picto-
graphs, shell mounds, and caves"—a comprehensive 
list of cultural properties by any standard. By the time 
Frederick law Olmsted, Jr. prepared the 1928 State 
Park Plan, he was convinced of the need to preserve 
monuments to the rich historical legacy of California 
as part of its state park system. After corresponding 
with Dr. A. l. Kroeber of U.C. Berkeley, this included 
key indian sites and cultural areas across the state. 
human history belongs in State Parks and has since 
the beginning. The first State Park Commission re-
flects this. Two of its five initial appointees in 1927 
claimed archaeological experience on their resumés.

in every legacy there is some good and some 
maybe not quite so good. That's the case with archae-
ology and history in State Parks. John Muir and his 
colleagues had a wonderful vision and strong desire 
to preserve magnificent landscapes for their intrin-
sic beauty. The idea was revolutionary and uniquely 
American. Fantastic. But they also imposed an ideo-
logical separation between humans and the natural 
world—a legacy of thought from European heritage. 
Nature, they reasoned, reached its ultimate expression 
with the exclusion of humans. They seemed unaware 
that their Sierra wilderness, which upon viewing 
caused the visionaries to experience heart palpitations, 
was actually a landscape managed by Native people 
since the dawn of time. Shaped with fire and horti-
culture, based on ancient knowledge and experience, 
the earlier Californians had been actively managing 
their homeland for millennia. They saw no distinc-
tion between the human spirit and that imbued in the 
rocks, trees, and animals. The human world and natu-
ral world were one. The wilderness was their grocery 
store, their pharmacy, and their temple. They "tended 

State Parks after 150 Years: Some Thoughts on the Cultural Legacy
John W. Foster
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the wilderness," as ethnoecologist Kat Anderson so 
eloquently reminds us.

So for those of us who worked on the heritage 
side of State Parks, it always seemed peculiar when 
park professionals looked upon a verdant landscape 
and remarked that it would be improved if every trace 
of human endeavor were removed. Now there's a lot 
of claptrap out there that should be removed, but sig-
nificant sites, structures, landscape elements, and ar-
tifacts have a rightful place in a park setting. Further, 
the connection between California's rich environment 
and the resultant antiquity, diversity, and complex-
ity of human experience needs to be respected and 
understood. The reason our state has the richest and 
most diverse state park system is exactly the same 
reason it featured the most cultural and linguistic di-
versity in pre-contact times —its resources. Abundant 
and diverse resources are the key; so is their careful 
management by human hands. Our Euroamerican cul-
ture didn't invent resource management and steward-
ship. we are just discovering how extensively it was 
being practiced for the 138 (or so) centuries before 
Europeans arrived.

wouldn't it be great if a simple guiding princi-
ple was added to the Muir and Olmsted vision on the 
occasion of State Park's 150th anniversary? "humans 
have a right to a past. important touchstones of that 
past need to be preserved, respected, studied, and un-
derstood so people can appreciate their meaning and 
thus find value in the modern world."

A number of papers at the SCA meeting dealt 
with this subject. in the southern Sierra, detailed anal-
yses of fire scars on trees have allowed the differentia-
tion of human-set fires from lightning ignitions over 
several thousand years. The former produces a more 
detailed botanical mosaic and richness—the ancient 
knowledge at work. Our 2014 SCA Annual Meeting 
keynote speaker was Doug Bird, Senior research 
Scientist at Stanford University's Department of 
Anthropology. he spoke about his long-term research, 
Living Landscapes in Martu Country: Cultural and 

Ecological Heritage in Australia's Western Desert. 
A similar theme emerged. Exclusion of native people 
from their traditional management practices—hunt-
ing, foraging, and tending the landscape—has led to 
resource degradation and catastrophic fires sweeping 
the continent in recent times. what was most amazing 
to me was the finding that hunting and controlled fire 
can produce more biomass, including greater yield of 
sand monitors (a large lizard), than no management 
and "natural fires." 

A final thought from a stumbling dinosaur. 
California State Parks is in the process of re-en-
visioning itself, and an appointed "Parks Forward 
Commission" has recently released the broad strokes 
of a plan for the future. A final report is due to the 
natural resources Secretary in the fall. Many chang-
es are predicted, but one may be the most important 
to archaeologists. The Commission is recommending 
abandonment of the peace-officer management struc-
ture that has come to dominate state parks—opening 
up positions to park employees of many disciplines. 
This could mean that archaeologists and historians 
have the opportunity to move up in the organization 
and exert more influence within it. Better manage-
ment and more opportunity may be the result.

Note: An earlier version of this article appeared 
in the May/June 2014 issue of the Sacramento 
Archaeological Society Newsletter. 
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O n A BEAUTiFUl SUnDAy MOrning in 
February, the Carlsbad Historical Society 

hosted a presentation on the navajo Code Talkers of 
world war ii. The SCA advertised the event on its 
calendar, and i knew immediately that i would attend. 
gregory Maestas, Apache, presented an in-depth look 
into code talking as a means of secret communication 
and the contributions of not only the navajo, but also 
the 33 other participating indian nations. i had limited 
background knowledge and was amazed at the infor-
mation that Maestas imparted to a room of nearly 80 
attendees.

Did you know that all navajo code talkers were 
Marines trained at Camp Pendleton? The evidence 
was right there in front of us. A photograph of Marines 
in formation with the distinct geographic setting of a 
well-loved and highly respected California military 
installation had the crowd buzzing with excitement.

in 1968, their efforts during world war ii were 
at last revealed and formally recognized; until then, 
all information on their work was classified. Two 
monuments have been built to honor these heroic 
men: one in Phoenix, Arizona, and one on the navajo 
reservation. For more information on the navajo 
Code Talkers, visit http://navajocodetalkers.org/. 

Dr. Elenora Robbins recently gave an entertain-
ing and informative presentation on paleopalynology 
(the study of ancient pollen grains) for the San Diego 
branch of the California native Plant Society (CnPS) 
at Balboa Park. what a treat to attend an event held 
at this historically rich and beautifully-designed 
treasure. 

Robbins introduced the lecture to the overflow 
audience with three questions: what is a native plant? 
when did it arrive? how do we know? She acknowl-
edged that we still would not know the answers by the 
end of her talk. robbins focused on the thousands of 
plants with medical uses located in North America, 
and referred to the University of Michigan's native 
American ethnobotany website at http://herb.umd.
umich.edu. 

She asked us to think of the medicines we would 
bring along on a trip when we left the comforts of 
our home. in the case of the First People of north 
America, what medicinal plants did they bring on 
their overland, coastal, and transoceanic migrations? 
which plants thrived that we now believe to be "na-
tive?" which plants failed and became part of the un-
known ice Age fossil record?

in her conclusion, she again asked the audience 
the same three questions. we laughed and agreed: we 
do not know. But the information she introduced, the 
follow-up question and answer session, and the robust 
laughter were all worth the time. 

Branching Out: Camp Pendleton and Plant Fossils
Annemarie Cox

Greg Maestas with a replica of Navajo code talkers 
monument. Photo by Sue Gutierrez.

http://navajocodetalkers.org/
http://herb.umd.umich.edu
http://herb.umd.umich.edu
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I n FEBrUAry 2014, ThE BUrEAU OF lAnD 
Management (BlM) executed a new statewide 

protocol with regard to how the BlM complies with 
Section 106 of the national historic Preservation Act 
on 15.2 million acres in California and 1.6 million acres 
in northwestern Nevada. The protocol is an agreement 
between the BlM and the State historic Preservation 
Officers (ShPOs) of California and nevada that tiers 
from the BlM's national Programmatic Agreement 
(nPA). The BlM's nPA was executed in 2012, and 
it requires each BlM State Office to develop or 
revise protocols with the ShPOs within a two-year 
timeframe. California's new protocol was developed 
over the course of the last two years with tribal and 
public input. The new protocol covers many types of 
undertakings under BlM's jurisdiction, but it excludes 
large-scale renewable energy projects that continue to 
be processed under the 36 CFr § 800 regulations. 

 in March 2014, President Obama made an 
Antiquities Act proclamation to expand the BlM's 
California Coastal national Monument (CCnM). 
The new CCnM lands—designated the Point Arena-
Stornetta Unit of the CCnM—include 1,665 acres and 
are located one mile north of the small coastal town 
of Point Arena in Mendocino County. These lands 

are within the ancestral home of the Central Pomo 
(Bokeya) indians. The addition to the CCnM con-
serves coastal bluffs and shelves, tide pools, onshore 
dunes, coastal prairies, riverbanks, the mouth and es-
tuary of the garcia river, and an archaeological re-
cord spanning more than 4,000 years. 

Through a Challenge Cost Share agreement, 
the BlM Ukiah Field Office and Sonoma State 
University's Anthropological Studies Center formed a 
partnership that generated much of the archaeological 
information and the cultural resources management 
plan that formed the factual basis of the President's 
Proclamation, which brought these invaluable re-
sources into conservation in the CCnM under the 
Antiquities Act. The CCnM was first established in 
2000 when all unappropriated lands owned or con-
trolled by the United States along the 1,100 miles of 
California coastline were assigned to the BlM's ju-
risdiction for protection. The CCnM now consists of 
more than 20,000 islands, rocks, exposed reefs, and 
pinnacles above mean high tide, and the addition of 
the Point Arena-Stornetta Unit greatly enhances the 
monument. 

Bureau of Land Management Works with SHPOs, Adds Protected Coast
Tony Overly

T hE nATiOnAl COUnCil On PUBliC hiSTOry 
(nCPh) will hold its 2015 Annual Meeting in 

nashville, Tennessee, April 15–18, 2015. The confer-
ence theme will be "history on Edge," which nCPh 
construes broadly, as follows:

Edges are where exciting things happen. Some 
are stark boundaries, marking clear beginnings and 
ends, while others are blurred contact zones. Edges 
can be places of creativity where diverse people, ideas, 
and cultures meet and flourish. They can be sites of 
uncertainty, risk, and opportunity. Edgy topics and 

practices call our longstanding assumptions into ques-
tion. in nashville, we invite public historians to con-
sider the edges of what we do and who we are. what 
is on the horizon for public history? what happens 
on the porous boundaries of public history when we 
collaborate with other disciplines and new audiences? 
what can public historians contribute to addressing 
the cutting-edge questions of our societies? Join us to 
discuss, debate, and question "history on the edge."

nCPh encourages contributors to use a wide va-
riety of session formats, with lots of ongoing interac-

National Council for the Promotion of History 2015 Meeting Call for Papers
Submitted by Shelly Davis-King
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tion between participants and audience. Presentations 
can include debates, roundtables focused on discus-
sion and feedback, conversations with the audience, 
working groups, role-playing or games that are used 
to convey key principles and learning objectives, and 
several quick bursts of 20 slides that are designed to 
leave participants with inspiration and ideas, with a 
"debriefing" session to follow.

For more information and a list of questions to 
consider, visit the nCPh website at http://www.ncph.
org. Final proposals are due online by July 15, 2014. 

A nEw COAliTiOn OF COllEgES AnD Uni-
versities has been created among several 

local academic institutions within the southern San 
Francisco Bay Area. Our intention is to organize a 
research group or think tank with a broad focus on 
the multiple cultural and environmental histories of 
the region. we have adopted the ungainly title "Bay 
Area Cultural landscapes research group," or 
BAClArg. Mike wilcox of Stanford University and 
i are co-chairing the organization. 

On May 17, we hosted the first BAClArg back-
yard mixer at my house in Sunnyvale with the help 
of my partner, Dawn Jungermann. we invited staff 
and several graduate students from a range of schools 
who enthusiastically attended the first open gather-
ing of this consortium. The mixer was a huge success, 
drawing over 50 participants from Foothill College 
(where i teach part-time), Stanford University, UC 
Berkeley, San Jose State University, UC Santa Cruz, 
Santa Clara University, west Valley College, as well 
as planners from the Midpeninsula regional Open 
Space District, a wildlife biologist, several folks from 
Albion Environmental, inc., and Alta Archaeological 
Consulting, inc. Participants brought food to add to 
the feast and the pyramid of recyclable bottles and 
cans served as evidence of the success of our first so-
cial mixer.

Among our many interests, BAClArg is an 
eclectic organization that has already begun conduct-
ing cultural resources field surveys on public lands, 

primarily within the Santa Cruz District of California 
State Parks (there are 32 State Parks in my District) 
and the Midpeninsula regional Open Space District, 
which manages 66,000 acres within some 28 Open 
Space Preserves within Santa Clara and San Mateo 
counties. The Midpeninsula regional Open Space 
District has an interest in enhancing their cultural re-
sources inventory, and has provided funding through 
a grant while issuing the group a permit to do field 
work within several of their Open Space Preserves. 
in tandem, State Parks is sponsoring several field 
projects. we have also received the blessing of the 
Muwekma Ohlone and Amah Mutsun Tribes, who are 
an integral part of our community.

The BAClArg community has many goals, 
such as coordinating minor test excavations and stud-
ies through an association of field schools, develop-
ing a local resource archive, giS mapping and overlay 
of landscape information, offering public interpretive 
opportunities, peer review of CrM reports or editing 
paper submittals, as well as reaching out to the gen-
eral public while recruiting new students to matricu-
late throughout tiered educational facilities. we will 
soon sponsor our first open meeting and presentation 
at Stanford University. we will send out a notice of the 
event and other happenings as we continue to move 
forward with our team, and we invite you to join us: 
please contact me at mark.hylkema@parks.ca.gov. 

Bay Area Cultural Landscapes Research Group
Mark Hylkema, California State Parks

http://www.ncph.org
http://www.ncph.org
mailto:mark.hylkema@parks.ca.gov
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For an up-to-date list of events related to California archaeology hosted by the SCA and other groups, visit the 
SCA's online events calendar at http://scahome.org/calendar-of-events/.

2014 California Archaeological Site 
Stewardship Program Volunteer Training 
Workshops

• June 21–22, California State Parks, Sierra District, 
Tahoma

• June 28–29, Eldorado national Forest, Placerville 
• July 19–20, los Padres national Forest, goleta
• August 23–24, BlM hollister Field Office, 

Hollister

CASSP is a network of concerned people who are 
committed to protecting California's rich cultural her-
itage. These workshops will train you to visit assigned 
archaeological and historical sites located on public 
lands and record their conditions. For more informa-
tion, see page 16 or visit http://www.cassp.org/.

Postclassic La Venta, Tabasco, Mexico

June 12, 2014, 7:30 pm
Pacific Coast Archaeological Society
irvine ranch water District Community room, 
irvine, CA

Dr. Matthew Boxt will be the guest speaker. The 
Mesoamerican Postclassic has long been considered 
the time after the decline of Classic period centers 
like Tikal, Copan, and yaxchilan, and the flores-
cence of Chichen itza and Tula. it ended with the 
Spanish conquest of 1518–1524. The Postclassic per-
iod is well represented by Tulum and Mayapan in the 
Maya region; by Mitla and Tilontongo in the Valley 
of Oaxaca; by Tzintzuntzan and other sites within the 
vast Tarascan Empire in west Mexico; by the Totonac 
city of Cempoala in Veracruz; and of course by the 

great cities of Cholula and Tenochtitlan in the Basin 
of Mexico. The goal of this presentation is to focus 
discussions of the Mesoamerican Postclassic on west-
ern Tabasco. was the great Preclassic site of la Venta 
abandoned and its once vibrant support area depopu-
lated during this latest pre-hispanic time period? Or 
did a shadowy Postclassic civilization overlie the fa-
mous and much more ancient Olmec deposits, over-
looked by most early archaeologists? By marshaling 
archaeological and historic evidence, we explore what 
is known about the Postclassic period at la Venta and 
at neighboring sites. Future prospects for productive 
Postclassic archaeological research in western Tabasco 
are also discussed. For more information, visit http://
www.pcas.org/.

Warner-Carrillo and Wilson-Kimball Site 
Tours

June 14, 2014
San Diego County Archaeological Society

Join the San Diego County Archaeological Society 
(SDCAS) on a tour of the historic warner-Carrillo 
Ranch and trading post. This tour will be held with 
the guidance of historical archaeologist Susan walter 
and the San Diego Save Our heritage Organization 
(SOhO). we will meet and caravan from the Santa 
ysabel store to tour the warner-Carrillo Adobe and 
Barn. Following this, we will take a short hike to the 
warner Trading Post site and complete our visit with 
another caravan to the nearby wilson-Kimball site. 
Make sure to bring sun protection, hiking clothes, and 
plenty of water. SDCAS tours/field trips are open to 
SDCAS members only. For more information, visit 
http://sandiegoarchaeologicalsociety.com/.

http://scahome.org/calendar-of-events/
https://adobeformscentral.com/?f=ZKfah3Wwy3fOBBe7zWlWKghh
http://www.cassp.org/
http://www.pcas.org/
http://www.pcas.org/
http://sandiegoarchaeologicalsociety.com/
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Eclectic Archeological Exchange

June 14, 2014, 2:00 pm
Sacramento Archeological Society

Join fellow members of the Sacramento Archeological 
Society in an informal exchange of information on the 
First People of north America. This event will be an 
opportunity to socialize and learn about the possible 
ancestors of Clovis people. For more information call 
(916) 573-1465 or visit http://sacarcheology.org/.

Water and Life

June 19, 2014, 6:30 pm
Coachella Valley Archaeological Society
Palm Desert, CA

Michael Moratto will present information on the 
late Prehistoric Settlement on the indio Shoreline of 
Ancient lake Cahuilla. For more information, visit 
http://www.cvarch.org/.

Paleopathology

June 28, 2014, 8:00 pm
San Diego County Archaeological Society

"Paleopathology," a presentation by Dr. Tori 
Randall. For more information, visit http://
sandiegoarchaeologicalsociety.com/index.php/
eventsmain/past-events.

34th Annual Big Time Festival at Kule Loklo

July 19, 2014, 10:00 am – 3:00 pm
Point reyes national Seashore 
Point reyes Station, CA

Please plan to attend this traditional native American 
trade festival at Kule loklo, a Coast Miwok Cultural 
Exhibit. Throughout the day, demonstrators will ex-

hibit their skills in basketry, flint knapping, clam-
shell bead making, and more. learn more about the 
culture and traditions of the Coast Miwok and other 
local American indians at a variety of informational 
booths. Traditional dancers from the intertribal Pomo 
group and Dry Creek Pomo will perform. For more 
information, visit http://www.nps.gov/pore/planyour-
visit/events_bigtime.htm.

Miwok-Paiute Basketry with Julia Parker

September 26-28, 2014, 9:00 am–4:00 pm
yosemite Conservancy
yosemite Valley, yosemite national Park

Don't miss this opportunity to learn from yosemite 
national Park's longest-tenured park employee, Julia 
Parker. Often described as a "national treasure" for 
ensuring the cultural legacy of the Miwok-Paiute peo-
ple in yosemite, Julia, along with her daughter, lucy 
Parker, and granddaughter, Ursula Jones, will guide 
you through traditional basket-weaving techniques as 
you create your own unique basket. you will be im-
mersed in yosemite's fascinating cultural history and 
hear the stories that have lived on through generations 
of families. This program begins Friday morning in 
yosemite Valley and runs through Sunday afternoon. 
All materials are provided, and you will take home 
your own beautiful handmade basket. For more in-
formation visit http://www.yosemiteconservancy.org/
outdoor-adventures/miwok-paiute-basketry. 

http://sacarcheology.org/
http://www.cvarch.org/
http://sandiegoarchaeologicalsociety.com/index.php/eventsmain/past-events
http://sandiegoarchaeologicalsociety.com/index.php/eventsmain/past-events
http://sandiegoarchaeologicalsociety.com/index.php/eventsmain/past-events
http://www.nps.gov/pore/planyourvisit/events_bigtime.htm
http://www.nps.gov/pore/planyourvisit/events_bigtime.htm
http://www.yosemiteconservancy.org/outdoor-adventures/miwok-paiute-basketry
http://www.yosemiteconservancy.org/outdoor-adventures/miwok-paiute-basketry
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