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Letter from the President
A Look Back: The Legacy of the Central
California Archaeological Foundation
Richard Fitzgerald
The farther backward you can look, the farther
forward you are likely to see.
– Winston Churchill

A

S 2013 COMES TO A CLOSE AND 2014 LOOMS ON THE HORIZON,

the Society for California Archaeology draws ever nearer to its
50th anniversary as an organization. While this important milestone will
occur after I have left the Executive Board, I thought it important to
devote this column to paying tribute to an organization that was in many
ways the forerunner to the SCA—the Central California Archaeological
Foundation (CCAF).
CCAF was formed in 1958 when California was undergoing enormous change initiated by post-World War II development that saw a
massive influx of new residents. This explosive growth greatly stimulated construction projects in the housing industry, as well as schools,
colleges, and universities. For instance, in Orange County alone, from
1950 to 1960, 2,500 housing tracts were built. In addition, the state's infrastructure was already stretched to its limits despite an aggressive expansion right after the war, and one of the most critical needs was delivering water to southern California. By 1959, nearly 60% of the state's
population lived in the Los Angeles basin, yet it contained only 0.06% of
California's natural stream water.
In response, Governor Edmund G. (Pat) Brown proposed a bond that
would fund the Burns-Porter Act formally known as the California Water
Plan. The Plan funded and built Oroville Dam as well as the 700-milelong California Aqueduct and its associated network of canals, tunnels,
fore bays, and pumping stations. This immense undertaking initiated
construction projects that in many cases lasted for decades.
In the midst of this mid-century burst of growth, three archaeologists—William Olsen, Francis Riddell and Norman Wilson—witnessed
the subsequent rapid obliteration of California's archaeological heritage
and decided to take action and formed CCAF. To quote Ric Windmiller,
a long-time member and last CCAF President, "there was no professional
organization in the state at the time; no peer group to guide the future of
California archaeology or to insure the preservation of California's past."
It wasn't that there hadn't been previous efforts to protect cultural
sites from large-scale projects. Prior to World War II, salvage archaeological projects were implemented under the New Deal through the Federal
Emergency Relief Administration, the Civil Works Administration, the
Works Progress Administration, and the Civilian Conservation Corps,
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Letter from the President, cont.
but the war effort had diverted the
country's attention away from historic
preservation despite the passage of
the Historic Sites Act of 1935. This
act established the National Park
Service as the government entity
in charge of historic preservation,
created the Advisory Board under
the Secretary of the Interior, and led
to the emergence of the Interagency
Archaeological Salvage Program after
the war. It was this program, under
the guidance of the Smithsonian
Institution, that oversaw the famous
River Basin Surveys that conducted
archaeological explorations and excavations for areas that were to be inundated behind the many new dams
being constructed around the country.
Fritz Riddell in April of 1962 at CA-MER-14, which was excavated as part of
These salvage projects were usually
the San Luis Reservoir Dam project. Photographer unknown.
conducted by university and museum
archaeologists and their students or
• 1960 - Fort Humboldt State Monument
staff—a task that eventually overwhelmed even the
largest of institutions.
• 1960 - Sutter's Fort
With this in mind, CCAF was formed to take on
• 1961 - Morro Bay Power Station
the role of salvage archaeology contractor for the
• 1961 - San Juan Bautista Neophyte Indian Village
National Park Service, become an important research
• 1961 - Wintun Indian Site near Colusa
institution by giving grants for archaeological research, and become an advocate for professionalism
• 1961 - John Marsh Adobe
within the discipline by providing a peer organization
• 1961 - Vallejo's Petaluma Adobe, Corrals
to review methods and projects as well as sponsor
• 1962 - Vallejo's Casa Grande
workshops and seminars. It is in this sense that CCAF
anticipated the purpose and goals of the Society for
California Archaeology.
Under the guidance of Francis (Fritz) Riddell,
who became the first State Archaeologist in 1960,
CCAF was a non-profit corporate entity that became
the principal salvage archaeology contractor for the
National Park Service and other Federal and State
agencies, such as Bureau of Reclamation, Army
Corps of Engineers, the State Division of Highways
(Caltrans), Department of Water Resources, and the
Division of Beaches and Parks (Department of Parks
and Recreation). Below is a partial list by year of the
projects that they either sponsored or conducted under
contract:
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• 1962 - CA-CCO-30 Highway Project
• 1962 - CA-SAC-166
• 1962 - Caswell Memorial State Park

• 1963 - Iron Canyon/McCloud River Reservoir
• 1963 - Napa Watershed
• 1964 - PG&E Canadian Gas Line
• 1969 - Diablo Canyon
• 1969 - '73 New Melones Reservoir
• 1970 - Garden Bar Dam and Reservoir
• 1970 - Stockton Navigation Channel
• 1971 - Hungry Hollow
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Letter from the President, cont.
• 1972 - Fort Ross Chapel
• 1973 - O'Brien Mountain
• 1976 - Fort Ross Official's Quarters
• 1976 - Nellis Range
As can be seen from this list of projects, CCAF
conducted work all over California and was concerned
with building a framework for archaeological research
that would grow as the discipline itself grew. Perhaps
most importantly, they were adamant about modernizing archaeology's standards. The founding members
of CCAF had all cut their teeth on earlier excavations, and they understood that past methodological
practices were not good enough to maximize the data
potential that California's archaeological record had to
offer. They also knew the "times were a-changin'" and
that California archaeology needed to be improved.
In time, CCAF and its members provided peer review
and an open forum for discussion of recent archaeological research and its application to existing models
of California history and prehistory.
CCAF also hired students to work on their projects during the summer months, giving them invaluable field experience and pay, which was unheard of
for students at the time. Other support was provided
in the form of loans and grants to students and institutions to conduct research. In some cases, such as
with the University of California, Davis, they would
forgive the loans if the institutions would publish
certain research manuscripts that CCAF felt were important. On a personal note, I was a recipient of one
of the last grants CCAF made, which was for an accelerator mass spectrometry radiocarbon date on a
spire-lopped Olivella shell bead from CA-SCL-178,
the Blood Alley site.
Perhaps one of the most important projects CCAF
coordinated and supported was the salvage excavation of CA-CCO-30, the Alamo site, led by 34-yearold Dave Fredrickson in the winter and spring of
1962. Funded by the Division of Highways, this road
construction project in the East Bay hills of Contra
Costa County saw the introduction of several innovations that are commonplace today, including 1/8-inchmesh wet-screening, implementation of surface transect units, collection of all cultural material including
lithics, shell, and faunal remains, and microconstituent
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analysis of those materials. This landmark report in
1968 became the first publication by the Center for
Archaeological Research at Davis. Another important
excavation conducted under the auspices of CCAF
was for PG&E at the Morro Bay Power Plant. This
project was led by John Clemmer—who had directed
several excavations for CCAF—during which a large,
well-preserved house floor was documented at CASLO-239, one of only three recorded on the central
coast.
Beyond the founding core of Riddell, Olson,
and Wilson, the membership of CCAF included Jim
Bennyhoff, Bill Hildebrandt, Richard Hughes, George
Coles, Clifford Curtice, Glenn Farris, Larry Felton,
Dave Fredrickson, John Foster, Jerry Johnson, Patti
Johnson, Mark Kowta, R.G. Matson, Louis (Sam)
Payen, Bill Pritchard, Eric Ritter, Pete Schulz, Dotty
Theodoratus, Arlean Towne, and Jim West—a veritable "who's who" of central and northern California
archaeology.
After the SCA was formed in 1966, CCAF
started to scale down their role as the archaeology
peer group in California, although they continued
doing field projects. They did not wish to compete
against the Society; rather, they embraced the SCA
and were active members. They sponsored symposia like the 1982 SCA roundtable discussion, "Some
Thoughts on California Archaeology: An Historical
Perspective," and presented at the 16th Annual Meeting
in Sacramento (later published in its entirety as SCA
Occasional Paper No. 4). This symposium was
chaired by Fritz Riddell and featured the recollections
and comments of many of the finest archaeologists
of the previous 30 years, such as Martin Baumhoff,
Jim Bennyhoff, Franklin Fenenga, Dave Fredrickson,
Bert Gerow, Alex Krieger, Bill Wallace, and Claude
Warren, among others, and is an interesting read on
the early days of California archaeology.
In time and with the advent of and implementation of CEQA and NEPA, which fueled the growth
of CRM as an industry, CCAF ceased its role as a
leading contractor of archaeological research. Also,
with the growth of the SCA and establishment of
the Society of Professional Archaeologists, later to
become the Register of Professional Archaeologists,
CCAF no longer functioned as a peer group and the
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Letter from the President, cont.
organization officially disbanded in 2010. As their last
act, however, the members voted to distribute CCAF's
financial assets (some $10,000) to the SCA, to be
merged with the Bennyhoff Memorial Award Fund.
Although the organization no longer exits, its
legacy does, and we, members of the SCA, ought to
be grateful for the impact that this relatively small
group had on our profession. I share Ric Windmiller's

sentiment, that "as much as I lament the passing of
the Foundation and many of its oldest members, I am
reminded that both the organization and its people
accomplished their objective to make a difference in
California archaeology when their presence was so
desperately needed." It is my hope that this look back
helps us draw inspiration as to what we can do as our
organization moves forward.

Richard Fitzgerald at Horn Head in Donegal County, Ireland. Photo by Jerry Doty.
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2013-2014 Committees and Liaisons
Committees
Advanced Annual Meeting Planning
Tom Origer
(707) 584-8300
origer@origer.com
Annual Meeting Local Arrangements
C. Kristina Roper
(559) 561-3816
kroper@wildblue.net
Annual Meeting Program Chair
Linn Gassaway
USDA Forest Service
2014programchair@scahome.org
Archaeology Month Representative
Annemarie Cox
annemarie.cox100@gmail.com
Bennyhoff Memorial Award
Terry Joslin
(805) 235-9747
tjoslin@ccarchaeology.com
California Archaeological Site
Stewardship Program Coordinators
Beth and Chris Padon
(562) 427-3474
bpadon@discoveryworks.com
cpadon@discoveryworks.com
Curation Representatives
Cindy Stankowski
(760) 291-0370
cstankowski@sandiegoarchaeology.org
Wendy Teeter
UCLA Fowler Museum
(310) 825-1864
wteeter@arts.ucla.edu
Fundraising
Rich Olson
Caltrans, District 3
(916) 366-0101
(916) 274-0606 (work)
richard_olson@dot.ca.gov

Liaisons
Native American Programs
Cassandra Hensher
(916) 813-8468
hensher@mail.com
Gregg Castro
glcastro@pacbell.net
Nominations
Patricia Mikkelsen
(530) 756-3941
pat@farwestern.com
Lynn Gamble, UC Santa Barbara
gamble@anth.ucsb.edu
Proceedings
Don Laylander
dlaylaner@cox.net
Professional Standards and Ethics
(Open)
Publicity Committee
Michelle Trevino
michelle.trevino@gmail.com
Site Conservation Committee
John W. Foster
parkarky@yahoo.com
Gregory White
gwhite@subterraconsulting.com
Student Affairs
Melanie Beasley
(916) 524-4258
melbeasley@yahoo.com
Volunteer Coordinator
Sherri Andrews
(949) 697-6667
sandrews@asmaffiliates.com

American Cultural Resource
Association Liaison
Ronald V. May
Tivella1@aol.com
California Council for the
Promotion of History Liaison
Shelly Davis-King
(209) 928-3443
shellydk@frontiernet.net
Information Center Liaison
Amy Huberland
ahuberland@csuchico.edu
Legislation Liaison
Samantha Schell
Schellsamantha2012@gmail.com
OHP Liaison
Susan Stratton
sstratton@parks.ca.gov
Society for Historical
Archaeology Liaison
Karen Swope
(505) 323-8300
kswope@sricrm.com
Society for American Archaeology
Liaison
Arleen Garcia-Herbst
ECORP Consulting
agarcia-herbst@ecorpconsulting.com
State Historical Resources
Commission Liaison
Jennifer Darcangelo
Pacific Gas & Electric
J5d8@pge.com

Website
Denise Wills

(530) 342-3537
office@scahome.org

Membership
(Open)
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SCA Business and Activities
2014 SCA Executive Board Election Position Statements
Denise Wills, SCA Business Office
To vote online, log on to your member page at http://
scahome.org/memb/login.php. Ballots must be
received on or before January 15, 2014. Hardcopy
ballots provided in your Renewal and Meeting
Registration packet must be postmarked on or before
January 15, 2014. Ballot envelopes that are not signed
on the flap will not be opened by the Business Office
and your ballot will not be counted. Be assured, the
voting process is confidential, with endorsements
used only to validate individual ballots.

President
Mark Hylkema
California State Parks
Santa Cruz District
Education, Professional Background, and Research
Interests
• MA, Archaeology/Social Science, 1990, San Jose
State University.
• BA, Anthropology, San Jose State University.
• Native American Studies Program, Humboldt State
University, 1978.
• AA, Anthropology, Foothill College, 1977.
• California State Parks, Santa Cruz District
Archaeologist. 2000-Present.
• Environmental
Planner,
Associate
State
Archaeologist, Caltrans District 4, 1988-2000.
• Miscellaneous full-time archaeological field work,
1980-1988.
• Adjunct Professor of Anthropology, Foothill
College, Los Altos Hills, CA. 2004-Present.
• Adjunct Professor of Anthropology, University of
California, Santa Cruz, 2004.
• Adjunct Professor of Anthropology, Ohlone
College, 2003.
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• Adjunct Professor of Anthropology, Cabrillo
College, 2002.
• Adjunct Professor of Anthropology, Santa Clara
University, 1996-1997.
Position Statement
Dear friends, colleagues, and fellow SCA members:
After 33 years membership, I've offered to run
for the elected position of President for the SCA's
2015 term. This particular term will take place during
our organization's 50th anniversary. Therefore, as
President I will engage our elected board and committee members to bring us together in a more integrated
fashion to meet this occasion. We have a seminal opportunity to reflect on our achievements and celebrate
the many great accomplishments that we have made
through our collective efforts. I think that it is important for us to take special notice of those individuals
in our organization who have gone the extra yard to
mentor others, sought to protect our cultural resources, or heroically worked to recover that which would
inevitably be lost. In other words, I propose that we
recognize those who have lead by example, and in recalling these folks, both professionals and others, we
can examine their messages, measure our progress,
and project our direction over the next 50 years.
As President of the SCA I will personally interact
with our Liaison Groups and Committees, and make
a particular point of stressing our mentorship responsibilities to students, legislators, educators, planners,
and researchers. In this way we can maintain a wellbalanced and active membership while providing a
service beyond our immediate society.
In closing, I reflect on many years of experience
within the field of archaeology and the communities
and individuals of such broad cultural backgrounds
who have helped me to get along, and I realize what
a wondrous path it has been—and certainly still is.
My vision is to gather us together and move forward,
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planting seeds along our way so that the rewards
we've gained can grow, mature, and provide fruit for
others who are yet to come.
Scott A. Williams
Division of Environmental Affairs
Bureau of Reclamation
Education, Professional Background, and Research
Interests
I received my BA and MA in Anthropology from
California State University, Sacramento. Since
receiving my MA in 1989, I have been fortunate
to complete fieldwork and research throughout
northern, central, and southern California. I have
worked for several private cultural resource firms
as well as the U.S. Forest Service, Caltrans, and the
Bureau of Reclamation. In my current position with
Reclamation, I manage cultural resources throughout much of California, central Nevada, and southern
Oregon working directly with all three SHPOs, many
agencies (federal, state, and county), Native American
tribes, and private organizations. I have been a
member of the SCA since the early 1980s and was
the Chair of Planning and Local Arrangements for the
2003 Annual Meetings in Sacramento. My primary
research interests are California prehistory, California
Gold Rush, and geoarchaeology.
Position Statement
The Annual and Data Sharing meetings have always
been central to SCA members, the SCA Board, and
the SCA Mission Statement. Although the SCA
expends a great deal of energy into these meetings,
it is common knowledge that they are critical for
many of us and may be the sole reason many are
members. The Annual Meetings are possibly one
of the greatest vehicles for California archaeologists to communicate new ideas, methods, tools, and
findings, as well as being an outlet for publishing.
The meetings also provide opportunities to maintain
professional friendships and network. In addition, the
Annual Meetings are critical for maintaining financial
stability to the SCA; therefore, innovation, building
SCA Newsletter 47(4)

on lessons learned, and considering the successes of
other sister societies is very important. As President, I
would continue the SCA's strong focus on our Annual
Meetings and search for ways we can better serve the
needs of our members, our discipline, and the public.
As the meetings have always been central to SCA
members, they would remain a primary focus of mine.
It has been my observation that members are
often not aware of all the programs and issues that the
SCA is involved in or how they might play an active
role. I believe it should be the responsibility of the
SCA board, especially the President, to continue the
strong tradition of educating members as well as the
general public on the many programs and committees
and how each member can become involved. It will
be a priority of mine to not only support the overall
mission of the SCA, but also to attain an understanding of the history and goals of all the SCA programs
and be an advocate for them whenever possible.
There are ongoing issues with professional standards that will likely not be resolved soon. The SCA
has always been an advocate for high standards;
however, defining and enforcing adequacy of qualifications, research, field methodology, reporting, and
appropriately addressing Native American concerns
will continue to be a significant challenge in our field.
Although I do not believe the SCA should be the solution to this issue, I believe that the SCA membership
contains a wide range of experience and knowledge
as well as having a personal stake; therefore, the SCA
should continue to play a part in finding a solution. I
would fully support the SCA's continued involvement
in addressing this issue.
As our bylaws state, we have an ethical responsibility to present to the public the results of our fieldwork. However, public outreach is no longer limited
to publication or public displays, which may not be
as effective as the digital methods of communication,
and our bylaws should reflect that. Although most of
us receive much of our daily news digitally, including the SCA's Newsletter and Proceedings, I believe
digital methods of public outreach are undervalued
and are limited only by our imagination. I would
eagerly support exploring an expanded effort for the
SCA's use of digital public outreach.
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Northern Vice-President
Michelle C. Cross (St. Clair), MA, RPA
Senior Project Scientist/Cultural Resources
Specialist - Cardno ENTRIX
Education, Professional Background, and Research
Interests
I began my professional experience in California archaeology and cultural resources management 13
years ago at Pacific Legacy, Inc., where I worked
as a cultural resources specialist surveying, monitoring, and excavating throughout California. In
2005, I took a position with URS Corporation in
Oakland as an Archaeologist, leaving in 2007 for
a Senior Archaeologist/Project Manager position
with ICF International (formerly Jones & Stokes) in
San Francisco, where I worked for over five years. I
returned to Pacific Legacy (2012) to take on a newly
created position of Business Development Manager,
focusing my time on proposals, teaming, pursuits,
marketing, and client satisfaction. Recently, to be
closer to my family, I moved and took a job with
Cardno ENTRIX.
My education includes receiving my BA in
Anthropology from the University of California,
Santa Cruz (honors in the major, honors overall,
and community service award) in 2000 and my MA
in Anthropology with a specialization in Historical
Archaeology from the College of William and Mary
in 2005. I conducted my field school through the
Cabrillo College Archaeology Technician Program
in 2000 and I also interned at the National Register
of Historic Places in Washington D.C. while I was
an undergraduate. I have co-taught field schools for
California State University, Monterey Bay (under
direction of Ruben Mendoza at Mission Carmel and
Mission San Juan Bautista), and Stanford University
(under direction of Barbara Voss at the Presidio of
San Francisco).
I have been a Registered Professional
Archaeologist since 2005 and have been actively involved with the Society for California Archaeology.
My research interests and focus include historical archaeology of urban contexts, Spanish Colonial history
SCA Newsletter 47(4)

and archaeology, faunal analysis, and regulatory compliance for Section 106 and CEQA. I was raised in
the Bay Area of California and have an affinity for the
archaeology and history of Northern California, particularly the Bay Area counties.
Position Statement
Through my involvement with the Society for
California Archaeology as Secretary on the Executive
Board (2010-2012), and then as Local Arrangements
Chair for the 2013 Annual Meeting in Berkeley, I
have become very familiar with the workings of the
Society and various positions on the Executive Board,
including the position of Northern California Vice
President. I understand the commitment, responsibility, and level of involvement required for Northern
California Vice President, and I believe my enthusiasm, energy, and creativeness will bring strong leadership for our Society during my term.
I commit to working closely with the Board to
achieve the Society's strategic goals and mission, and
to focus my time on creating interesting and engaging Northern California Data Sharing Meetings for
2014 and 2015. I believe my involvement in planning
the 2013 Annual Meeting is evidence of my ability
to organize and direct large events and meetings for
the Society. I will bring these same skills to the Data
Sharing Meetings and plan to create a truly interactive event where ideas and research can be shared
openly and discussed amongst our colleagues and
friends. I hope to continue the tradition of camping
and/or holding a post-Data Sharing Meeting gathering
as well. Did someone say return of the gourmet food
trucks perhaps?
Beyond the organization of the Northern Sharing
Meetings, I plan to work closely with the Committees
and Liaisons that are assigned to the Northern
California Vice President, to ensure that their voices
are heard, issues are presented to the Board, and their
messages communicated to the Society at large. As
we as a Society continue to grow larger and larger, it
becomes more and more important for our membership
to feel like their voices, concerns, opinions, etc. are
heard. While I have my own interests in furthering
student involvement, increasing young professionals'
Page 10

SCA Business and Activities, cont.
mentorship in the Society and archaeological industry,
and promotion of California Archaeology Month in
the California public school system, I also commit
to be a sounding board and advocate for making
our membership's needs top priority. The Society
for California Archaeology is in an exciting time for
growth and it is my sincere hope that you will select
me to help contribute to its leadership by serving as
the next Northern California Vice President. I invite
you to contact me with any questions at michelle.
cross@cardno.com.
Marco Meniketti
San Jose State University
Education, Professional Background, and Research
Interests
Currently Associate Professor of Archaeology at
San Jose State University. Ph.D. Michigan State
University, Historical Archaeology. MS Michigan
Tech University, Industrial Archaeology, BA
University of California, Berkeley, Anthropology.
Although my undergraduate years were focused on
the ancient Mediterranean world, I began my career
as a Great Basin archaeologist with the Nevada
Department of Transportation, and expanded my
interests over time to include maritime, industrial,
and colonial archaeology. My current research has
centered on Contact-Period studies, plantations as
agro-industrial systems, maritime California, labor,
industry, and the immigrant experience. Important
theoretical paradigms governing much of my work
are a World Systems approach and the Synthesis of
Identity through social networks of power. I have
directed a field school in the Caribbean the past seven
years with students from San Jose State and institutions around the country.
Position Statement
The SCA is a robust organization serving a broadspectrum, professional community. The organization's future success and significance in the discipline,
however, will depend to a large degree on increasing
intellectual and cultural diversity and enhancing public
SCA Newsletter 47(4)

outreach, while drawing on the strengths and talents
of emerging scholars and students. In my experience
the SCA meetings have been efficiently and professionally conducted but limited in scope. An infusion
of Historical, Maritime, and Industrial research should
be encouraged. Incorporation of forensic and technical
presentations in recent meetings has been refreshing.
Increasing student participation in the Society should
be a priority and will significantly enhance our ability
to explore new areas for growth. I will add my energy
to carry forward these critical efforts initiated by
current leadership. The Annual Meeting and regional
Data Sharing Meetings are excellent forums for interacting professionally, yet more can be done to
include and gain support from the public. I would like
to explore ways in which this can be accomplished. I
believe the Society should have a closer association
with media outlets to increase our visibility. Northern
California is a large territory yet we should have a
dynamic presence. The public deserves to know what
we do and we all benefit from the recognition of our
work.
For more than 30 years I have been engaged in
education and archaeology. Professional associations
to which I regularly contribute include SIA, SHA, and
SAA. I have published in the Proceedings of the SCA,
the International Journal of Historical Archaeology,
and Journal of the Society for Industrial Archaeology,
The International Journal of Nautical Archaeology,
and the Select Commission on Teacher Education of
the American Educational Research Association. I
also served several years as a Mentor Science Teacher
for the Exploratorium of San Francisco.
At San Jose State we have invested in Archaeology
and Applied Anthropology as we have grown the
program and faculty with an eye toward substantive
training that provides professional guidance for our
students in an ever-changing climate of archaeological employment. I envision my role in the Society as
strengthening the links the organization has forged
with communities outside the profession and developing ways in which archaeologists in CRM and academic and state agencies can profitably cooperate. I
welcome the opportunity to give my time and energy
to further the goals of the SCA.
continued on the next page
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Secretary
Amy Gusick
HDR, San Diego

Paleogeography, Cultural Ecology, Human Behavioral
Ecology, and Geographic Information Systems (GIS).
Position Statement

Education, Professional Background, and Research
Interests
I have over 10 years of archaeological experience in California. Cultural resources program
manager for HDR, San Diego office (2012-present);
Project Supervisor, SBA-27 Project (2012-2013);
Archaeological
Technician
Channel
Islands
National Park (2009-2012); Register of Professional
Archaeologists (2012-present); Teaching Associate
(2011-2012), University of California Santa Barbara;
Teaching Assistant (2006-2011), University of
California Santa Barbara; Assistant Coordinator,
Central Coast Information Center (2007-2010). My
research interests include Pacific Rim Archaeology,
Environmental Archaeology, California Archaeology,
Archaeology of Maritime Societies, Zooarchaeology,
Submerged Prehistoric Archaeology, Human
Migration and Mobility, Peopling of the Americas,

The Society for California Archaeology is an organization that promotes standards within archaeology, encourages public outreach, and supports scientific archaeology. These goals are achieved through
the members of the Society and their dedication to
upholding the values that have made California archaeology a respected discipline on a national level.
As an active archaeologist within California I have
been proud to be an SCA member and to recognize
that the work I do for my personal research and within
my professional career is a reflection on the Society as
a whole and the standards that it promotes. My interest
in running for the Executive Board of the SCA lies
in my desire to give back to the organization that has
worked to help provide a framework that I have used
to shape my career. As SCA Secretary, I will use my
organizational skills and attention to detail to prepare
accurate meeting notes and to publish appropriate
excerpts within the SCA Newsletter.

SCA Dues Increase for 2014, Announcement of Bylaws Amendments
Richard Fitzgerald

F

OLLOWING A UNANIMOUS VOTE BY THE

SCA Board, SCA membership dues have been
raised by $5 for all categories except for Student
Members and Contributing Members, beginning in
2014. The fee schedule is as follows:
Regular Member:
Senior			
Spouse			
Contributing		
Student			

$75
$35
$35
$100
$30

Per our bylaws (Article XIII), any changes to the
bylaws themselves require a vote by all members, or a
vote of those members attending the Annual Business
Meeting, provided that the proposed amendments are
SCA Newsletter 47(4)

submitted to members in good standing at least 30
days prior to the Business Meeting. This notice serves
that purpose in order to amend the following articles:
• VIII, Section 2: Nominating, Voting and Elections
• XII: Finances, Section 1
• XIV: Newsletter, Section 1
• Article XV: Proceeding Section 1
These updates to the bylaws are necessary in order to
make the SCA current with modern electronic communications and mailing that are already in use. An
email Newsflash containing the exact date of the
Annual Business Meeting is forthcoming, but the
Business Meeting will be held during our Annual
Meeting in Visalia in March 2014.
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California Archaeology Month 2013
Annemarie Cox

C

ALIFORNIA ARCHAEOLOGY MONTH WAS

celebrated from San Diego to Arcata, Merced
to Santa Cruz and everywhere in between. During
October, interesting, engaging, and family-focused
events were taking place throughout this beautiful
state. I want to thank all of the organizations,
societies, and private individuals that participated.
Archaeology is a natural hook to promote responsibility and stewardship of cultural resources. In the role of
California Archaeology Month Coordinator, I gained
insight into the many innovative programs conducted
during the month, and I enjoyed several of the activities first-hand. A great deal of thought and planning
went into hosting the programs and setting elevated
educational standards. Please consider participating in
Archaeology Month next year—the public is ready!

A pottery lesson at Arch in the Park, a family event put on
by the San Diego County Archaeological Society and San
Diego County Parks. Photo by Zaira Marquez.

Children doing lab archaeology at a California State Parks Archaeology
Month event on the San Diego Coast. Photo by Annemarie Cox.
SCA Newsletter 47(4)

Archaeology of San Diego State lecture at the
Point Loma Library. Photo by Seth Mallios.
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2014 Annual Meeting Update
C. Kristina Roper and Linn Gassaway

T

HE SCA 2014 ANNUAL MEETING WILL BE

held March 20-23, 2014, at the Visalia
Convention Center in western Tulare County. The
Convention Center is located adjacent to the Marriott
Hotel in the heart of downtown Visalia just one block
from Main Street, which is full of local restaurants
and breweries, all within easy walking distance. Take
a stroll through old downtown Visalia for a history
lesson. You'll discover old churches, the little white
schoolhouse, early hotels, and Fort Visalia. Or take
a tour of the many murals that adorn the sides of
buildings throughout Tulare County and tell stories
about the history, wildlife, agriculture, events, and
much more that shaped the valley and foothill towns
into the flourishing communities they are today. For
those who want an outdoor adventure before or after
the conference, Visalia is the gateway to Sequoia and
Kings Canyon National Parks, the Giant Sequoia
National Monument, and Sequoia National Forest.

Plenary Session – In the Shadow of Giants
Visalia lies in the shadow of the
majestic Giant Sequoias, and
soaring southern Sierra Nevada.
The "In the Shadow of Giants"
theme for this year's meeting celebrates these "giants" and the
tribes that lived among them—
the Yokuts, Western Mono,
Tubatulabal,
Kawaiisu,
and
Monache. It also acknowledges the "giants" who worked in
the area, such as ethnographers
Kroeber, Gayton, Harrington, and
Steward, as well as archaeologists
Bennyhoff, Fenenga, Meighan,
Riddell, and Wallace.
The 2014 Plenary will examine
how we all move through the
shadows of the archaeologists, ethnographers, preservationists, and
SCA Newsletter 47(4)

Native Californians who came before us, and how
this struggle, from first discovery to assessment and
action, leads to greater perception and insight, and
ultimately to a greater understanding of the past. By
critically examining the work that came before us we
expand and enrich our perception of the cultural ecological resources that we study today. With this expanded perception, we also pause a moment to say
thank you to those who preserved the resources that
we study. Speakers currently scheduled are Shelly
Davis-King, Nelson Siefkin, Gerritt Fenenga, Dwight
Dutschke with Ken Wilson, and Susan Stratton and
family.

Symposia, Posters, and Contributed Papers
Over 250 papers were submitted by the November
15 deadline. Program Chair Linn Gassaway will be
putting a schedule together in the next month. If you
have any questions or special requests, please contact
Linn at 2014programchair@scahome.org. If you are
able and willing to bring a projector for PowerPoint,

Visalia Convention Center adjacent the Marriott Hotel. Photo by Kristina Roper.
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please contact Local Arrangements
Chair Kristina Roper at kroper@
wildblue.net.

Silent Auction
The 2014 Silent Auction and
Wine/Beer Tasting Event will
be held Friday, March 21, from
6:00-10:00 pm at the Antique
Farm Equipment Museum and
AgVentures! Learning Center at
the International Agri-Center in
Tulare. We will have buses to
transport people from the hotel
to the event venue. The Museum
and Learning Center are rich with
Some of the restored antique farm equipment on display at the International Agriknowledge and history of farming
Center, site of the 2014 Silent Auction. Photo courtesy International Agri-Center.
and
ranching.
Fully-restored
antique tractors, implements, and
diversity in domestic and biotic organization and
other farm equipment are showcased in the museum.
land management policy. His talk is entitled "Living
A trip to the museum is like a step back in time. This
Landscapes in Martu Country: Cultural and Ecological
will be a fun—and even educational—venue for the
Heritage in Australia's Western Desert."
Silent Auction! There will be a "South of the Border
Buffet" featuring enchiladas and fajitas, and of course
Workshops
lots of beverages and plenty of silent auction goods to
bid on. Tickets for this catered event are limited, so be
Once again this year the SCA will be hosting workshops
sure to sign up early!
on comparative osteology. Melanie Beasley will offer
both an introductory and an advanced-level osteology
Banquet/Keynote Speaker
workshop on Thursday, March 20. You can sign up
for the workshops at http://scahome.org/2014-annualSaturday's awards banquet will take place in the
meeting/register-for-the-meeting/. As always, space is
Convention Center Ballroom, featuring Doug Bird
limited, so register early!
as the evening's keynote speaker. Doug Bird is a
Senior Research Scientist in Stanford University's
Sunday Field Trips
Department of Anthropology and the Bill Lane
Center for the American West. He was educated at
This year, the SCA will be hosting a few Sunday
the University of Utah and University of California,
field trips for those wishing to see more of the Sierra
Davis. The bulk of his research focuses on dynamic
foothills and San Joaquin Valley. A tour of the Rocky
relationships between resource use, social arrangeHills site has been arranged; this trip is currently full,
ments, and their ecological and archaeological conbut we are hoping to open up more spaces. Other tours
sequences. He is currently co-director of a long-term
are in the works, including Colonel Allensworth State
collaborative project with indigenous Martu commuHistoric Park, Mountain Home State Park, and the
nities in Australia's Western Desert, investigating conTulare Lake Basin. Additional information and registemporary and pre-colonial land use, fire treatment,
tration will be sent to members in the near future.
and foraging decisions, and their implications for
continued on the next page
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WE NEED YOUR SUPPORT!
Help! The success of the annual meeting and the
overall health of the SCA are directly related to the
participation and generosity of our members. Please
consider supporting the organization by volunteering
for one or more of the following:
Volunteer as staff during the Annual Meeting.
Provide on-site assistance by staffing the registration desks, helping with setup and cleanup of the
Silent Auction, or be a meeting-room monitor. Those
wishing to volunteer, especially students, should
contact Ginny Hagensieker at virgina@origer.com or
(512) 745-1220.

Donate an item or service for the Silent
Auction. Contact Mary Baloian at mbaloian@
appliedearthworks.com to make a donation.
Host a beer or wine tasting booth at the
Silent Auction! Contact Jennifer at farquhar@
albionenvironmental.com to ensure that you have a
table to serve your favorite beverages!
For more information and to register for the Meeting,
please visit http://scahome.org/2014-annual-meeting/.
For additional news and updates, please join us on
Facebook at Society for California Archaeology 2014
Annual Meeting!

Native American Programs Committee Seeks Applications for the California
Indian Sponsorship Program
Gregg Castro and Cassandra Hensher, Co-Chairs NAPC

I

N 2005, THE SCA EXECUTIVE BOARD GRANTED

the request of the SCA Native American Programs
Committee (NAPC) to establish the California Indian
Sponsorship Program designed to raise monies,
establish selection criteria, and offer funding to
California Indians wishing to attend and participate in
the SCA Annual Meeting. Since 2006, the NAPC has
funded 3-5 California Indians' attendance each year at
the Annual Meetings.

Sponsorship Awards for 2014 Annual SCA
Meeting Participation (Per Individual)
The SCA NAPC is proud to announce sponsorships
offered to California Indians interested in attending
the SCA Annual Meeting in Visalia, March 20-23,
2014 (see page 14). For the 2014 Annual Meeting,
we will support up to five (5) California Indians. Each
sponsorship award will be valued at approximately
$922.80, as listed in the table at above right.

Selection Criteria and Process
Applicants must submit a written statement that
addresses how their attendance at the Annual Meeting
SCA Newsletter 47(4)

Travel Stipend

$100.00

Lodging (at host meeting hotel, 4
nights at special rate incl. taxes)

$532.80

Per diem - meals (3 days)		

$105.00

Pre-registration for Special Events
(Silent Auction, Banquet)

$105.00

SCA Meeting Registration Fee (variable depending on status)
Total value per scholar:

$80.00
$922.80

will benefit them, their community and the SCA at
large with reference to the Selection Criteria below.
Application must include full contact information:
address, phone (home and cell), and email.
Sponsorship Applications must be postmarked
and/or submitted by December 10, 2013, to be considered for the 2014 Annual Meeting. Send a written
statement per the Selection Criteria below to NAPC
Co-Chairs, Gregg Castro (glcastro@pacbell.net) and
Cassandra Hensher (hensher@mail.com). For those
using U.S. Postal Service, please mail to 5225 Roeder
Rd, San Jose, CA. 95111. For questions, emails are
Page 16
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best at the above email addresses. For immediate
needs, you can call Gregg at (408) 219-2754.
All applicants, including the selected recipients,
will be notified in early January 2014. Each recipient will be expected to become a member of the SCA
at the appropriate category (see fee rates at http://
scahome.org/2014-annual-meeting/) before the 2014
Annual Meeting.

Criteria for Selection of California Indian
Sponsorship Awards
1. The applicant proposes to present a formal paper,
participate in and/or organize a symposium, or
submit a poster for poster session.
2. The applicant expresses a specific interest in
attending the Meeting because a particular issue or
topic is being presented.
3. The applicant proposes to represent and inform
their community by learning more about the SCA
and its Annual Meeting.
4. The applicant is interested in exploring possible
career opportunities in archaeology, anthropology,
cultural resources management, academia, heritage
tourism, or other related field.
5. Additional selection criteria
sponsored "Repeat" applicants:

for

previously

a. "Repeat" sponsorship awards will be considered
by NAPC Subcommittee after "New" sponsorship applications are reviewed and screened
as qualifying for available Sponsorships (per
General Terms and Conditions, below) for a
given year. For example, if five sponsorships are
available for the year and five "new" applicants
submit statements meeting selection criteria,
then "repeat" applicants will not be considered.
If five sponsorships are available, but only four
"new" applicants apply, then "repeat" applicants
will be considered.
b. The NAPC Subcommittee may elect to offer
"repeat" applicants support at a less-than-fullvalue sponsorship value (< $922.80).

prior SCA Meeting Sponsorship to them personally, to their community, and to the SCA, such
as how the benefits of SCA Meeting attendance
were realized.

General Revised Terms and Conditions for
Consideration of All Sponsorship Awards (in
Addition to Above)
1. Sponsorship recipient must join the SCA for the
calendar year of the Meeting at the appropriate
membership level/rate.
2. Sponsorship recipient must decline the award if
unable to attend the Meeting for at least two full
days. Their application would be welcomed in
another year when their Meeting participation can
be more fully realized.
3. If Recipient's plans change and they cannot attend
the Meeting, they must notify the NAPC Contact*
at least four days before Recipient was expected to
arrive at the Meeting hotel.
4. All Recipients must fill out an evaluation/questionnaire that will be provided by NAPC at the
Meeting.
5. Cash stipends for travel ($100) and per diem/meals
($105) will be delivered by NAPC Contact or his
designee to Recipients upon arrival at the Meeting.
Advance payments may be considered, but in any
event, if stipend is advanced and Recipient's attendance is cancelled, then the stipend amount must
be reimbursed by the Recipient to the SCA NAPC.
6. Recipients are expected to attend the annual NAPC
Open Meeting held at annual SCA Meeting.
* "NAPC Contact" means the NAPC designated pointof-contact for coordinating with selected Sponsorship
Applicants. For 2014, this is Gregg Castro.
							
		

c. "Repeat" applicants must include in their application a statement that addresses the benefits of
SCA Newsletter 47(4)
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2013 Southern Data Sharing Meeting
Noelle C.S. Shaver, SCA Southern Vice-President

T

HIS YEAR'S TWO-DAY SOUTHERN DATA

Sharing meeting was held on October 19 and 20
at the historic 600-acre King Gillette Ranch located in
the beautiful Santa Monica Mountains in Los Angeles
County. Co-sponsored by the Mountains Recreation
and Conservation Authority (MRCA), California
State Parks, and the National Park Service (NPS), the
event also included a catered breakfast and lunch, free
camping at Malibu Creek State Park, and guided tours
of the Talepop village site (CA-LAN-229) and the
National Historic Landmark Saddlerock Ranch pictograph site (CA-LAN-717).   
Participants were provided information on the
history and preservation of King Gillette Ranch by
California State Parks Superintendent Craig Sap, NPS
Santa Monica Mountains Cultural Resources Program
Manager Gary Brown, and MRCA Park Manager
Scott Hughes. Retired NPS cultural anthropologist
Phil Holmes followed with a memorial to Chumash
elder Charlie Cooke, whose work on the Satwiwa
Cultural Center has been recently documented in
the book TIQ SLO'W: The Making of a Modern Day
Chief, by Mary Contini Gordon.
The day's papers covered a broad array of
topics including the new California State University
Channel Islands/NPS research station on Santa Rosa
Island, Native American responses to colonialism at

Devlin Gandy discussing the "four horsemen" at the
Saddlerock pictograph site (CA-LAN-717). Photo by
Noelle Shaver.

La Ballona, a recently-identified prehistoric boat
effigy on San Clemente Island, an update on fire
surveys and site damage assessments at Point Mugu
State Park and Rancho Sierra Vista, background on
excavation results at the Talepop site, application of

Colleen Delaney introducing the new CSUCI/NPS research station. Photo by Noelle Shaver.
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a geoarchaeological model for offshore prehistoric sites, an update
on the status of curation and professional use of archaeological collections, a damage assessment to
the Blythe Intaglios, and an update
on preservation opportunities
during the environmental cleanup
of the Santa Susana field laboratory. The audience particularly
enjoyed the presentation given by
students from Cabrillo College
describing their efforts in the experimental archaeology of prehistoric maritime fisheries along the
Central Coast.
At the close of the day, participants adjourned to the campKing Gillette Ranch Auditorium. Photo by Noelle Shaver.
ground for evening festivities inand Al Knight for providing Sunday's guided tours.
cluding a bevy of food and beverages, atlatl throwing
Additionally, the SCA would like to thank the "anon(see cover), and stories around the camp fires. In the
ymous donor" for supporting the raffle of five free
theme of promoting a family-friendly environment, it
SCA student memberships, the students from Cabrillo
was wonderful to see children in attendance!
College and California State University Channel
The SCA would like thank the MRCA, California
Islands for their assistance in coordinating the day's
State Parks Angeles and Channel Coast Districts,
events, and all of this year's presenters!
and NPS for their support and participation in this
year's event, along with Chester King, Devlin Gandy,

Society for Historical Archaeology Liaison Report
Karen K. Swope

T

HE BOTTLE RESEARCH GROUP HAS JUST

recently completed their dating guide for
manufacturer's marks on glass containers. It can be
accessed on the Society for Historical Archaeology
website under the tab "Research Tools" at the
Historical Bottle Webpage (http://www.sha.org/bottle/
makersmarks.htm). William Lockhart reports that the
Group has begun publishing their Encyclopedia of
Manufacturer's Marks on Glass Containers:
While the guide is reduced to a bare-bones starkness, the Encylopedia is intentionally loaded
with details. We are now finished with the "A"
volume, which contains the histories and bottle
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chronologies for over 70 glass-related firms. Each
entry is filled with knowledge useful to the archaeologist. We include nuances of dating and reasons
for our choices. Unlike most earlier works on logo
dating, we specifically state when our conclusions
are hypotheses rather than almost certain data. The
"A" volume is over 550 pages long. Some of the
"B" volume is online at Bill Lindsey's Historical
Bottle Webpage, and we are adding to the files
each month. Our goal is to finish the entire encyclopedia within a decade.
The Encyclopedia and a short study of manufacturer's
marks found on glass bottles and/or jars are available
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on Lulu.com at the following links:
• Encyclopedia of Manufacturer's Marks on Glass
Containers, Volume A. Bill Lockhart. Bottle
Research Group, 2013. $35.00 + postage.
• Manufacturer's Marks and Other Logos on Glass
Containers. Bill Lockhart. Bottle Research Group,
2013. $12.00 + postage.
Other resources available on the Historical Bottle
Webpage include the Publications Explorer, which
can be found at http://www.sha.org/publications/
pubsexplorer/browsePubs.cfm, where you can browse
PDF versions of past newsletters, journals, Guides to
Literature, book reviews, Underwater Proceedings,
and the Special Publications and Technical Briefs
series. A set of Parks Canada publications is also
available. Jack Tod's history of the electrical porcelain
industry in the United States is available, and contains
terminology, descriptions of manufacturing methods,
identification of maker's marks, patent information,
and company histories (http://www.r-infinity.com/
ebay/Electrical_Porcelain/Electrical_Porcelain_
Adobe.pdf). A Syllabus Clearinghouse for Historical

"CCG Co." bottle base. Photo courtesy the the SHA
Historical Bottle Webpage.

Archaeology Topics is available at http://www.sha.
org/research/syllabus.cfm.

CASSP Activities: Reports from the Field
Beth and Chris Padon

T

HE CALIFORNIA ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITE

Stewardship Program (CASSP) volunteers had
impressive accomplishments this year in their efforts
to protect archaeological and historical sites. To date,
85 site stewards have reported 4,284 volunteer hours
for the December 15, 2012 to September 30, 2013
grant period. This contribution to site stewardship
does not count the time donated by workshop participants, SCA Board members, CASSP coordinators,
or site stewards who have not contacted us to submit
their hours.
We thank every site steward for their continued
help in site preservation. Site stewards regularly visit
their assigned areas and report on site conditions to
their supervising archaeologist. Many site stewards
are also active in site documentation, site mapping,
archaeological surveys, and Archaeology Month projects, as well as serving as archaeological docents
SCA Newsletter 47(4)

at public sites, assisting with archaeological excavations and laboratory work, and inputting data at
Archaeological Information Centers. Many site stewards write about their activities, and the following
examples demonstrate the wide variety of ways that
people participate in the program.
Site stewards for the Lake Oroville reservoir area
have been visiting sites along the lakeshore for over
ten years and reporting on their conditions to Leslie
Steidl, Northern Buttes District archaeologist. Now,
the McCabe Creek area of this reservoir needs site
stewards because the low lake level has exposed a
large and complex historic site. On September 10,
2013, Leslie took a group of site stewards to review
the situation there. Archaeologist Mark Selverston
joined the group and talked about the archaeology
at this multi-component early mining site. Site stewards saw associated artifacts and features, and learned
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why this site is particularly important in the history
of California mining. One of the site stewards, Jana
Frazier, wrote a brief report for Leslie:
Site Steward Trip, McCabe Cove, Sept. 10, 2013
Lake level at 751 feet in elevation and
falling. Multiple sites exposed… Placer mining
complex, cuts, sluices, stacked rock walls,
dams, concrete steps, and building foundations.
The area is widely scattered with many artifacts
(pieces of plates, bottles, jars, door hinges, etc.)
and as the lake level continues to drop, more will
be exposed. Although there was much evidence
of human visitation (foot prints, off-road vehicle
tracks, motorcycle tracks) there did not appear to
be any disturbances to the site. The stacked rock
walls appeared to be intact and undisturbed. There
was one area that had been worked smooth and
level to create a small space half-way up from
the current water line to allow for a small tent,
but the area seemed to be otherwise undisturbed.

Rusty is pointing at some site damage that he found where
someone had shot a rifle at a cupule rock in the site. He
and his grandfather showed this to the State Parks Ranger.
Photo by Gary Mushet.
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Overall, this was an exciting trip with much to
see and learn. The group was accompanied by
Department of Water Resources archeologists,
Department of Parks and Recreation archeologists, US Forest Service archeologists, our
Supervising Ranger, and multiple site stewards.
A huge thank you to everyone who participated and to all who shared their knowledge of the
site!
This is only one example of the high level of involvement that Leslie has brought to her team of site
stewards. Over the past ten years, she has solicited
and received the support of other archaeologists, law
enforcement officers, and park maintenance personnel
to work with site stewards.
For over ten years, Gary "Buzz" Mushet has been
volunteering for Anza-Borrego State Park. Bonnie
Bruce is the coordinator for the site stewards there.
From January through September of this year, Gary
gave almost 200 hours to site stewardship. He visits
several sites on a regular basis, does archaeological
surveys with Bonnie Bruce and other site stewards,
provides site documentation at multiple sites, prepares damage reports, and helps train new site stewards. His grandson Rusty (left), who is 13 years old,
took the site stewardship training and accompanies
Gary on some of his site visits. Like his grandfather,
Rusty keeps his own field notes, writes his own site
report, and maintains a log of his volunteer time. It is
great that Gary and his grandson are active site stewards who are preserving archaeological resources in
the Colorado Desert.
Elizabeth Guerra, who is a site steward and
Principal Museum Preparator at UC Davis, talked
about archaeology and site stewardship to a group of
interested high school students in Napa. She distributed 2013 Archaeology Month posters, CASSP pamphlets, and pencils to the students. She commented
after her presentation:
What a hit! The pencils, posters, and pamphlets
were all taken by very excited high school students. In fact a couple of the students even lived in
or in close proximity to the parcels shown on the
poster! I snagged a couple of the pamphlets for my
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In September, this group of site stewards, archaeologists, researchers, and State Park personnel visited the McCabe Creek Placer
Mining Complex. Photo by Leslie Steidl.

interns this quarter who have been asking for opportunities as well. Thank you again for sending
them and I hope that the students make their way
in your direction soon!
This type of outreach for CASSP is much appreciated because it helps tell others about the program and
about archaeology to future and younger audiences.

Anyone interested in learning more about CASSP
can go to the CASSP web site, http://www.cassp.org,
check past CASSP reports in SCA Newsletters at the
Society's web site under Publications, or contact Beth
or Chris Padon, CASSP Coordinators, at bpadon@
discoveryworks.com.

CASSP Receives the AIA's Best Practices in Site Preservation Award
Richard Fitzgerald

T

HE

ARCHAEOLOGICAL

INSTITUTE

OF

America (AIA) is the nation's oldest and largest
archaeological society, with nearly 250,000 members.
It "promotes archaeological inquiry and public understanding of the material record of the human past
to foster an appreciation of diverse cultures and our
shared humanity" (http://www.archaeological.org/
about/whoweare). There are more than 100 Local
Societies of the AIA (nine in California) which host
national lectures annually, and organize additional
lectures, field trips, symposia, and other programs. The
AIA publishes the Archaeology magazine, supports
preservation projects in the United States and around
SCA Newsletter 47(4)

the world, and presents outreach activities for young
and old alike.
The AIA Best Practices in Site Preservation Award
was established in 2011 to recognize "exemplary work
in the field of site preservation and conservation"
(http://www.archaeological.org/sitepreservation/
award). We are proud to report that CASSP will
receive the 2014 Award. This is the first time that a
statewide archaeological society has received this
award. Please see the letter from AIA Conservation
and Site Preservation Committee Co-Chair Paul
Rissman to the SCA's CASSP Coordinators, Beth and
Chris Padon, reprinted on the next page.
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November 18, 2013
California Archaeological Site Stewardship Program
Attn: Beth and Chris Padon
1428 E 33rd Street
Signal Hill, CA 90755
Dear Beth and Chris,
I am delighted to inform you that the Conservation and Site Preservation Committee of the
Archaeological Institute of America (AIA) has selected the California Archaeological Site Stewardship
Program (CASSP) to receive the 2014 Best Practices in Site Preservation Award. We hope you can
accept this award in person at the AIA Awards Ceremony that will be held at our 115th Annual Meeting
in Chicago, Illinois on the evening of Friday, January 3, 2014.
The AIA established the Best Practices in Site Preservation Award to recognize and spread best
practices in the field. This award is given to CASSP as an acknowledgment of the excellent work the
program has done and continues to do in the efforts to monitor and protect California’s archaeological
sites. The award is intended as an accolade for your hard work, but also includes a cash prize of $5000
to support your continuing efforts in the field.
We hope that this tribute is the start, not the finish, to another chapter of your contribution to the field of
site preservation. Shortly, Kelly Lindberg, the AIA’s Site Preservation Program Administrator, will be
contacting you about arrangements for attending the 2014 Annual Meeting and the opportunity to
participate in a Site Preservation workshop at a future AIA Annual Meeting.
The award includes a complimentary registration to the 2014 AIA Annual Meeting, two free nights in
the host hotel, and two tickets to the opening night reception. We would be most honored by your
presence.
On behalf of the Archaeological Institute of America and the Conservation and Site Preservation
Committee, I would like to extend my sincere congratulations to you on winning the AIA Best Practices
in Site Preservation Award. Thank you for your profound impact on and commitment to site
preservation. We hope to see you in Chicago!
Best wishes,

Paul Rissman
Conservation and Site Preservation Committee Co-Chair

SCA Newsletter 47(4)

Page 23

News and Announcements
New Obsidian Sourcing Method Using XRF
Shelly Davis-King

A

CCORDING TO FRAHM AND OTHERS (2013),

a new method of sourcing obsidian takes only
ten seconds, and can be accomplished in the field
at the excavation. The new process, developed by
the University of Sheffield in England, involves a
handheld x-ray fluorescence (XRF) instrument that is
about the size of a cordless drill. The ease of analysis
means that identification can occur in the field, and
there are no delays in sending materials to a lab.
Ellery Frahm from the University of Sheffield's
Department of Archaeology explains:
Obsidian sourcing has, for the last 50 years, involved chemical analysis in a distant laboratory,
often taking five minutes per artefact, completely
separate from the process of archaeological excavation. We sought to bring new tools for chemical analysis with us into the field, so we can do
obsidian sourcing as we excavate or survey an archaeological site, not wait until months or years
later to learn the results. We can now analyse an

obsidian artefact in the field, and just 10 seconds
later, we have an answer for its origin. We carried
out the research in Armenia because it has one of
the most obsidian-rich natural and cultural landscapes in the world, and the lithic assemblages of
numerous Palaeolithic sites are predominantly, if
not entirely, composed of obsidian.
Reported from Science Daily. "New Ten Second
Sourcing Technology Set to Transform Archaeology,"
http://www.sciencedaily.com/
releases/2013/09/130909121951.htm.
Frahm, Ellery, Beverly A. Schmidt, Boris Gasparyan,
Benik Yeritsyan, Sergei Karapetian, Khachatur
Meliksetian, and Daniel S. Adler
2013   Ten Seconds in the Field: Rapid Armenian
Obsidian Sourcing with Portable XRF to
Inform Excavations and Surveys. Journal of
Archaeological Science 41:333-348.

National Archaeology Day Celebration at the Western Science Center
Submitted by Denise Wills

T

HE WESTERN SCIENCE CENTER IN HEMET,

California celebrated National Archaeology Day
with hands-on activities hosted by Mt. San Jacinto
College's Anthropology Club students. Visitors
to the museum on October 19th were able to visit
stations to learn about archaeologists' tools of the
trade along with the importance of proper excavation and recording. Children and adults alike enjoyed
examining artifacts at the "What is It?" station and then
trying their hand at placing artifacts into the correct
soil strata using relative dating methods at the "Paper
Stratigraphy Station." While exploring the exhibits,
families completed an Archaeology Day scavenger
hunt and also tested their acorn grinding skills using
manos and metates. Upon completion of the activities,
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visitors were awarded special Archaeology Day
buttons! If you have any questions about this event or
the Western Science Center, please contact Margaret
Ozolins at mozolins@westerncentermuseum.org or
call 951-791-0032.

Photo by the Western Science Center.
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Events Calendar
Below is a selection of upcoming events hosted by the SCA and other groups related to California archaeology.
For an up-to-date list of events, check the SCA's online events calendar at http://scahome.org/calendar-of-events/.

December 2013
Rock Art and the Cultural Landscape: A
Study in the East Mojave
Presented by Don Christensen
December 12, 2013
Pacific Coast Archaeological Society
Holiday Dinner Meeting
15500 Sand Canyon Avenue, Irvine, CA
The Eastern Mojave Desert covers portions of
California, Nevada, and Arizona and has a significant
concentrations of rock art. In 1993, the author and his
colleagues developed a research design to sample rock
art in the region in a variety of contexts and dispersed
locations. Over the last twenty years, this study went
far beyond its original intent and evolved into a fairly
comprehensive inventory that resulted in the recording
of 345 sites with over 35,000 motifs. We are now in
the process of analyzing and synthesizing these data
into some meaningful conclusions. This presentation
represents a work in progress. For more information,
please visit http://www.pcas.org/meetings.html.

Day at the Ranch: Chumash
December 14, 2013, 9:30 a.m.–12:00 p.m.
William S. Hart Park and Museum
Newhall, CA
Come visit and experience life in an historic Chumash
village. Learn how the Chumash lived 500 years
ago, including how they gathered and prepared
food, how they built their homes, what they did for
fun, and so much more. Free admission, donations
accepted. For more information, please visit
http://www.hartmuseum.org/events.htm.

January 2014
Sacramento Archeological Society Annual
Scholar Symposium
January 19, 2014, 1:00 p.m.–5:00 p.m.
Yolo County Library, Arthur F. Turner
Branch
West Sacramento, CA
In 2013, the Sacramento Archeological Society
awarded six scholarships to support archeological/
anthropological education. One of the recipients was
unable to use the award and returned it. The other five
will be speaking on the experiences made possible by
the scholarships.
Heather Benham, California State University: 76
Draw Site field school near Deming, New Mexico.
The excavation included a dense artifact scatter dating
to Casas Grandes Medio period, 1130–1450 BP.
Cassandra Brainard, California State University,
Sacramento: Paleo-indian bison kill site in Oklahoma.
Antonietta Catanzariti, University of California,
Berkeley: Middle Bronze Age Ceramic Vessels and
new excavation project in Iraq. With a special permission from the Director of the National Museum of
Beirut, Antonietta was able to performed XRF analysis on the ceramic vessels of Kamid el-Loz from the
Middle Bronze Age. This study is part of her doctoral
dissertation project. In addition, she will report on a
short survey in the western area of Sulemaniya in the
Khurmal region in Iraq where she is developing her
own excavation project.
Kyle
Lee-Crossett,
Stanford
University:
Catalhoyuk Research Project in Turkey.
Allison Wolfe, University of California, Berkeley:
Zooarchaeology and Field Ecology Field School at
Eagle Lake, CA.

continued on the next page
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Events Calendar, cont.
February 2014
The Archaeology of Pluvial Lake Mojave
February 21, 2014, 7:00 p.m.
The Black Rock Visitor Center
Yucca Valley, CA 92284
Dr. Ed Knell has over the past five summers taken
undergraduate and graduate students from California
State University, Fullerton, to the field to conduct archaeological research around Soda Lake (the southern
of two now dry lakes that once formed pluvial Lake
Mojave). The results of this on-going research will
be presented, and avenues for future research around
Lake Mojave described. Dr. Knell's research program
ultimately seeks to update our understanding of the
way TP-EH foragers lived around Lake Mojave. For
more information, see https://www.joshuatree.org/
desert-institute/lectures/black-rock-lecture-series/.

March 2014
Mark Harrington, Southwest Archaeologist
March 14, 2014, 7:00 p.m.
The 29 Palms Historical Society
Old Schoolhouse Museum
6760 National Park Drive
Twentynine Palms, CA
Join John Hale, in this interesting discussion of the life
and work of Dr. Mark Raymond Harrington (18821971) who is noted for his extensive research into the
archaeological cultures of southern California and the
greater Southwest. He earned the nickname "the boy
wonder of the archaeological world" when he was
only 19, a title he lived up to in the ensuing years. For
more information, see http://www.29palmshistorical.
com/DesertInstituteLectures.php.

SCA 48th Annual Meeting
March 20-23, 2014
The 2014 Annual Meeting will be held at the Visalia
Convention Center in Visalia (http://www.visitvisalia.
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org/). The 2014 Silent Auction and Wine/Beer Tasting
Event will be held at the Antique Farm Equipment
Museum and AgVentures! Learning Center at the
International Agri-Center in Tulare. For more information, please see page 14 of this issue, or look
online at http://scahome.org/2013-annual-meeting/.

April 2014
Early Humans in the Americas: When, Where
and Why
April 15, 2014, 7:30 p.m.
Archaeological Institute of America
370 Dwinelle Hall
University of California at Berkeley
Steven R. Holen will present on the question of
when humans first entered the Americas and by what
routes has been one of the most vexing and controversial subjects in American archaeology for over
130 years. We discuss the history of the controversy
and offer new evidence from our own field research
that suggests humans entered the Americas thousands
of years earlier than previously thought. For more
information, see http://www.archaeological.org/
events/12142.

July 2014
34th Annual Big Time Festival at Kule Loklo
July 19, 2014, 10:00 a.m.–3:00 p.m.
Point Reyes National Seashore
Please plan to attend this traditional Native American
trade festival at Kule Loklo, a Coast Miwok Cultural
Exhibit. Throughout the day demonstrators will
exhibit their skills in basketry, flintknapping, clam
shell bead making, and more. Learn more about the
culture and traditions of the Coast Miwok and other
local American Indians at a variety of informational booths. Traditional dancers from the Intertribal
Pomo group and Dry Creek Pomo will perform. For
more information, see http://www.nps.gov/pore/
planyourvisit/events_bigtime.htm.
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