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Time present and time past 
Are both perhaps present in time future,
And time future contained in time past.
    – T.S. Eliot 

A S ARCHAEOLOGISTS, OUR PERSPECTIVE IS NECESSARILY PAST-
oriented. However, I would like to begin my first column with a 

glimpse towards the future of the SCA and our discipline as a whole. The 
immediate future of our society appears bright, due to the diligence and 
hard work of our past presidents and all of their respective executive board 
members. Membership is up, our finances are stable, and our journal is 
thriving. We have formed stronger bonds with our southern neighbors at 
the Instituto Nacional de Antropología e Historia (INAH) and with tribal 
organizations across the state. Through the efforts of the Archaeological 
Resources Committee and the White Papers they have crafted, we now 
have a new set of professional qualifications for principal investigators  
(“Proposed Professional Qualifications,” SCA Newsletter vol. 47, no. 1) 
that have been approved by the State Historical Resources Commission, 
and we have a new grant program for orphaned archaeological collec-
tions. All of these developments are positive and bode well for the future. 
Yet there remains much to be concerned about in our discipline. 

On the regulatory side of our world, the structure of the cultural re-
sources management industry is vulnerable to potential changes to the 
California Environment Quality Act (CEQA) proposed by the current 
administration. The changes are intended to jump-start economic growth 
through the implementation of multi-billion dollar “legacy projects”—
such as the high-speed rail line and the Sacramento/San Joaquin Delta 
water project—but to my mind they are misguided. The merits of these 
undertakings are debatable, but the weakening of CEQA could have 
grave consequences for our state’s cultural resources. 

CEQA is the “thin red line” that, when properly applied, promotes 
conservation of historical resources at the project planning stage. This 
stage is when planners might incorporate designs that avoid impacts, 
deed them into permanent easements, cap them with protective layers of 
sediment, create green spaces that incorporate sites, or use other creative 
means of avoiding resource destruction. Unfortunately, those measures 
have not been used to the extent one might imagine; more often, preser-
vation is too quickly abandoned in favor of mitigation. Regrettably, these 
measures too frequently result in the complete destruction of the site. 
Because of the spending cap dictated by CEQA for unique archaeologi-
cal resources (an amount equal to one-half of 1 percent for commercial 
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developments or three-fourths of 1 percent for housing 
projects with minimal additional funds for multiple 
units), the impacts to sites are very often under-miti-
gated and, perhaps worst of all, the data that are gen-
erated often go unreported. This occurs all too fre-
quently, as anyone who works in CRM can attest. The 
practice of immediate reburial of excavated materials 
without consideration of their context is another point 
of controversy. 

CEQA is not always used to its full potential, but 
eroding its protection would be tragic. When a re-
source is destroyed, we lose our connection to the past 
and all future research is foreclosed upon. Just in the 
past two decades, we have witnessed technological 
advances in archaeological research that permit less 
destructive methods as well as greater accuracy and 
interpretive sophistication, such as GIS-based analy-
ses, 3D laser scanning and laser ablation, and DNA 

research. I am an optimistic person by nature, and I 
expect that even less-intrusive methods will be devel-
oped during my lifetime, which will provide avenues 
of research that I cannot even conceptualize at this 
time. 

Yet I remain worried that the choices we make 
now will constrain later generations and the wonders 
of the past that they will reveal. We are, or should 
see ourselves as, the caretakers of our limited his-
torical resources. It is my hope that the activities of 
the Archaeological Resources Committee along with 
greater interaction and cooperation between the ar-
chaeological and tribal communities will help to safe-
guard the CEQA process for the sake of our precious 
archaeological record and what it holds for all future 
Californians.   

SCA Correspondence, cont.

Dear colleagues and friends,

I wish to thank the Society for California Archaeology 
Executive Board and my fellow members of the SCA 
for presenting the King Award to me during the 2012 
Annual Meeting. This award represents a great honor 
for me and I am very thankful. I strove to work dili-
gently and enthusiastically in my job at California 
State Parks each and every day. It was a privilege to 
serve the people of California and to do my best to 
conserve a part of California’s valued cultural heritage 
for the future. 

Although I am retired from State Parks, I plan to 
sustain my strong interest in the field of archaeolo-
gy and California’s past in a variety of ways. I took 
a lesson from the generation of California archaeolo-
gists who came before me that an archaeologist may 
retire from their “day job,” but the passion for further 
inquiry never ends.

Best wishes to all,

 Michael Sampson

A Letter of Thanks

Richard Fitzgerald and his daughter Calla at the Point 
Reyes Light Station. Photo by Allika Ruby.
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Attendees
Rick Fitzgerald (President)
Michael Newland (Immediate Past-President)
Jennifer Darcangelo (President Elect) 
Greg Collins (Northern California Vice President)
Noelle Shaver (Southern California Vice President)
John Burge (Treasurer)
Maggie Trumbly (Secretary)
Michelle St. Clair (Annual Meeting Coordinator) 

(afternoon only)
Liz Clevenger (Program Chair) (afternoon only)

Presenters
Greg Castro
Bill Eckhart
Tony Overly

The meeting was brought to order by Rick Fitzgerald 
at 9:00 am.

Introduction of New Members

Jennifer Darcangelo introduced herself and indicated 
that she is very excited about the White Papers and 
the Standard for Qualifications. She would also like 
to focus on the Student and Women’s Committee, 
focusing on mentoring. Noelle Shaver introduced 
herself and gave a synopsis on her background. She 
would like to build on the membership in Southern 
California, saying, “What is the disconnect?” Noelle 
would like to see more unity. 

Recap of the 47th Annual Meeting

Liz Clevenger noted that they narrowly squeezed in 
all the papers; the planning team will need to keep 
that in mind for 2014. Michelle advised that the team 
made the Plenary later and shorter this year, which 
drew positive comments from members. Liz used the 
Far Western database for the program, which helped 
tremendously. Michelle and Liz committed to sending 
an e-mail debrief similar to what Melanie Beasley 

submitted last year; they indicated that it was very 
helpful and should be incorporated into the Annual 
Meeting Manual. 

Information Center Liaison Report

Amy Huberland updated the Board on the Information 
Centers and discussed the new access agreement. 
There is now a database of people who are qualified 
and can do records searches. This is one database that 
all the Information Centers will use. 

Native Americans Programs Committee

Greg Castro updated the Board on the Native 
Americans Program Committee (NAPC). NAPC is 
currently updating the Sourcebook, which is currently 
over 1,000 pages; the last update was in 2005/2006. 
The Sourcebook has all the laws and policies, and it is 
the textbook used for the workshops. The idea for the 
initial workshops was to gear it towards any tribes that 
sponsored the training. They haven’t done training in 
a number of years, so NAPC would like to potentially 
do another workshop next year. 

Tony Overly from the BLM

Tony Overly started at the Bureau of Land 
Management last summer and wanted to introduce 
himself to the Board. He indicated that the BLM is 
currently having budget issues due to sequestration. 
Tony wants to continue to support the SCA and is 
looking at cost-sharing programs. The Board agreed 
that cost-sharing programs are much more competi-
tive if partnered with an outside group like the SCA. 

Northern & Southern Data Sharing Meetings

The Data Sharing Meeting will need to avoid October 
3, which is during the California Indian Conference. 
Greg Collins would like to do the Northern Data 
Sharing on September 28th to hopefully get good 

SCA Executive Board Meeting Minutes (March 10, 2013)
DoubleTree Hotel at the Berkeley Marina, Berkeley, California

SCA Business and Activities

continued on the next page
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weather for camping. Greg is looking at doing the 
meeting in Trinidad and having the camping at 
Patrick’s Point State Park. 

Noelle is thinking about at October 19-20 for the 
Southern Data Sharing meeting. The Board meeting 
will be held on October 18, just prior to the Southern 
Data Sharing Meetings. 

Summer Executive Board Meeting

The meeting will be held on July 26-28 in Chico.

Proceedings for the 47th Meeting

Don Laylander has agreed to continue working on 
the Proceedings. All editors have agreed to stay on as 
well.

Society for American Archaeology 
Presentation and the Global Warming Survey

Michael Newland is currently working on a presen-
tation for the SAAs on the Global Warming Surveys 
that the SCA is sponsoring on the California Coast. 
Jennifer Farquhar has agreed to attend the Council of 
Councils at the SAA Annual Meeting.

Newsletter

Michael Newland suggested that the Board gets a 
Newsletter out by end of April, then one in July and 
one out in the Fall. Peter Von der Porten has vol-
unteered to take on the Newsletter, with the current 
stipend. Peter has done a number of publishing 
projects and has experience with Adobe InDesign. 

INAH Update

Bill Eckhardt thanked the Board for supporting the at-
tendance of the INAH members at the SCA Annual 
Meeting. There is a strong appreciation of this, but it 
takes a lot of budgetary resources and should be done 
on a two-year cycle. 

Student Paper Submissions Guidelines

The Board agreed to revise the guidelines for the 
Student Paper Award. Authorship should be students 
only, not a student co-author with other professionals. 
The page count will be limited to 8-12 pages.

Rick Fitzgerald closed the meeting at 1:00 pm.

SCA Business and Activities, cont.

SCA Curation Committee Minutes (March 8, 2013) 
DoubleTree Hotel at the Berkeley Marina, Berkeley, California

Meeting called by: Wendy Teeter, Chair
Type of meeting: Open
Facilitator: Wendy Teeter
Note Taker: Karimah Richardson

Attendees: Wendy Teeter (Fowler Museum at 
UCLA), Karimah Richardson (Autry National 
Center), Andrew Leith (Field Museum), Ryan Gross 
(Hearst Museum), Natasha Johnson (Hearst Museum), 
Eva Larson (National Park Service, Santa Monica 
Mountains), Anmarie Medin (Caltrans), John Johnson 
(Santa Barbara Natural History Museum), Samantha 
Dollinger (National Park Service Intern), Melanie 
Lerman (Cal Poly Pomona), Corri MacEqen (Hearst 
Museum), William Madrigal, Jr. (Morongo Cultural 

Hertiage), Cheryl Madrigal, Jere Lipps (Cooper 
Center), Ed Knell (Cooper Center), Liz Clevenger 
(Presidio Trust), Megan Kane (Stanford), Kyle Lee-
Crossett (Stanford), Megan Wilson-Thuler (Cal State 
Fullerton).

Discussion

Introductions were made by the attendees. The im-
portance of the committee was discussed as well as 
what the attendees hoped the committee could do. The 
bulk of the meeting was spent reviewing the curation 
portion of the Archaeology Resources Commission 
White Papers. Additionally, there was general discus-
sion of ideas on how to help with the curation crisis. 

continued on the next page
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Suggestions/Comments

• Send the curation White Papers to the National 
Science Foundation in hopes that they will bring 
back grants for curating collections.

• That everyone interested should review the Army 
Corps Collection Policy to generate ideas and 
discussions.

• Create a curation collection form as part of the DPR 
forms with California State Parks.

• The National Park Service has proposed new rules 
around deaccessioning. Please read and provide 
comments. There was discussion about the need for 
consultation with tribes in such a process.

Opinions Stated

• That it would be ideal if the location/cost for curation 
was mandated in CEQA like NEPA.

• That a fee be included in all CEQA projects to fund 
orphaned collections curation.

• The trend seems to be having CRM companies do 
inventory/NAGPRA work instead of curation facili-
ties. This is not the right approach; curation facili-
ties should be paid to conduct their inventories, not 
outside companies.

• There should be a Collection Management Module 
component to Information Centers, grants, etc.

• The project funding given to CRM companies 
should have curation fees set aside and preserved. 
Too often CRM firms spend this money and then 
want to shift the problem to curation facilities.

• Collecting policies need to be created and distrib-
uted that encourage archaeologists not to collect ar-
chaeological materials (the curation crisis).

• Policies and discussion are needed with field ar-
chaeologists to encourage cataloging and reburying 
items instead of collecting during surveys.

• A Collection Management strategy should be 
developed to minimize the need for collecting.

Other Issues

The sign-in sheet included space to write what 
attendees saw as “burning issues.” Responses 
included: additional curation information to the State 
Historic Preservation Office Information Centers’ 
DPR forms, improving/standardizing curation 
standards for archaeology collections, collaboration 
with First Peoples, funding archaeology curation, 
orphaned collections, compliance with 36CFR79, 
ownership issues, and encouraging research with 
existing collections.

Action Items

• To review: Proposed NPS Deaccessioning  Rule and  
Army Corps Collection Policy.

• Goals: To approach the National Science Foundation 
about research grants with existing collections 
and Information Centers about creating a form for 
curation to include in DPR site forms. 

SCA Business and Activities, cont.

P APERS FROM THE 2013 SCA ANNUAL MEETING 
are now being accepted for publication in Vol. 

27 of the SCA Proceedings.
Papers must be submitted no later than July 1 to 

the SCA Business Office (office@scahome.org). The 
SCA website contains information for contributors 

with regard to article format, length, and figures 
(http://www.scahome.org/publications/proceedings.
html). For the first time, articles will also be accepted 
for publication in Spanish.

Call for Submissions to the 2013 Annual Meeting Proceedings
Don Laylander
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T HIS YEAR SAW A RECORD ATTENDANCE AT THE 
SCA meetings held in Berkeley at the 

DoubleTree Hotel on March 7-10. Including guests, 
this year’s tally was 873 attendees, the highest in 
the past six years. Student attendance has increased 
about 5 percent since the Burbank meetings held in 
2005, which bodes well for the Society and passing 
the torch to the next generation of archaeologists. 
There were approximately 300 paper presentations at 
the Berkeley meeting—double the number of presen-
tations given in previous years, despite submissions 
being limited to one paper per author.

The Office of Historic Preservation (OHP) was 
well represented at the meetings this year, with four 
paper presentations in a forum titled Recognition, 
Evaluation, and Registration of Cultural Significance, 

moderated by Jakki Kehl, Mutsun Ohlone Elder and 
Cultural Consultant. For years now, the tribal commu-
nity throughout the state has expressed concern that 
archaeologists have focused primarily on Criterion 
D when evaluating archaeological sites for National 
Register eligibility. Why look beyond Criterion D – 
“That have yielded, or may be likely to yield, infor-
mation important in prehistory or history”? After all, 
the National Register was written primarily for the 
built environment, with Criterion D almost an after-
thought to allow for recognition of archaeology.

I believe Jakki summed it up well in her forum ab-
stract; “Archaeology has the potential to serve not only 
academic research but also the communities whose 
histories are connected to these culturally significant 

SCA Business and Activities, cont.

continued on the next page

T HE STATE’S BUDGET OUTLOOK IN CALIFORNIA 
has stabilized over the last year. In fact, 

California is expected to run a surplus for the first time 
in a decade. Will this situation brighten the prospects 
of the state acquiring more endangered archaeological 
or historical properties? That seems very unlikely. For 
the first time in 30 years, there is no discussion of park 
bond funding that would include adding property to 
the State Parks system. Future generations will have 
to do more with what’s already protected; no major 
cultural acquisitions are contemplated.

The federal budget is under great strain with se-
questration coming into full effect. Again, for historic 
preservation purposes, the budget prospects are not 
encouraging. There may be a strong push to dispose 
of federal or state cultural properties for the purpose 
of reducing future maintenance costs.

For the SCA, this means that we need to focus 
more intently on helping The Archaeological 
Conservancy (TAC) and other entities acquire and 
protect archaeological properties. It is more important 

than ever before that TAC and other conservation en-
tities be successful in acquiring cultural properties. To 
that end, the committee will focus on:

• Opportunities to work with TAC, the Native 
American Land Conservancy, the Kumeyaay Land 
Conservancy, and others in cooperative ventures to 
preserve heritage resources.

• Serving as a clearinghouse for identifying signifi-
cant archaeological properties and making this in-
formation available to TAC and other land conserva-
tion groups.

• Encouraging public archaeology firms to include site 
preservation in recommended mitigation measures. 
This committee will work to raise awareness of the 
preservation option.

• Initiating outreach efforts to other land trusts and 
conservation entities with the goal of assisting them 
in preserving heritage resources on their properties.

Site Conservation Committee Report
John W. Foster

The Office of Historic Preservation at the 2013 SCA Annual Meeting
Susan K. Stratton
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places. When places are evaluated and acknowledged 
through recognition of their intrinsic cultural value 
and humanity, rather than just data, communities 
can successfully influence the preservation and man-
agement of these important places. Identifying such 
values, while difficult during compliance efforts with 
cultural resource laws, is possible, and an important 
step in serving all communities of California.”

The four OHP participants in the forum were Susan 
Stratton, Supervisor of the Review and Compliance 
Unit; Jay Correia, Supervisor of the Registration Unit; 
Trevor Pratt, archaeologist reviewer; and Dwight 
Dutschke (paper presented by Brendon Greenaway, 
archaeologist reviewer), retired after 35 years of state 
service at OHP. 

Criterion “D” and Archaeology – is that all there 
is?, presented by Susan Stratton, was a continua-
tion of an earlier article written for this newsletter. 
Why is it that of the four National Register criteria, 

most archaeological sites are only nominated under 
Criterion D? Is it because we as archaeologists have 
fought so hard and so long to have our discipline rec-
ognized as a “science” that we feel compelled to couch 
our findings in tables of data and statistical analyses? 
Or is it that we focus more heavily on the data for our 
interpretation and less on incorporating the views of 
the descendants of those whose culture it is? Perhaps 
we need to remind ourselves we are anthropologists 
first and archaeologists second. 

Registering Cultural Resources in California was 
presented by Jay Correia. Historic preservation has 
four essential components: identification, evaluation, 
registration, and protection. The OHP offers four dif-
ferent registration programs: California Historical 
Landmarks, California Points of Historical Interest, 
California Register of Historical Resources, and 
National Register of Historic Places. Each registra-
tion program differs in the criteria and procedures 

SCA Business and Activities, cont.

2014 Annual Meeting Announcement
Linn Gassaway and C. Kristina Roper

P LANNING FOR THE 2014 ANNUAL MEETING IS 
underway. The Meeting will be held March 

21-23, 2014, at the Visalia Convention Center in 
Visalia (http://www.visitvisalia.org/).

Visalia is the oldest city in the San Joaquin Valley 
and has a vibrant downtown. In 2010, the city was 
named one of America’s Best Small Towns for Food 
by USA Today and Rand McNally. The Convention 
Center is located one block from Main Street, which 
is packed full of local restaurants and breweries, all 
within easy walking distance. For those who want 
an outdoor adventure before or after the conference, 
Visalia is also the gateway to Sequoia and Kings 
Canyon National Parks, the Giant Sequoia National 
Monument, and Sequoia National Forest. 

We are planning workshops before the Meeting 
and fieldtrips afterwards, including a trip to Exeter 
Rocky Hill for spectacular rock art. 

We are looking for volunteers to help with plan-
ning and chairing positions. Please contact Local 
Arrangements Chair, C. Kristina Roper (kroper@

wildblue.net), or Linn Gassaway, Program Chair 
(2014programchair@scahome.org) for more 
information. 

But you have a part to play in this, too! We ask 
that you start thinking about your participation as a 
presenter. The official call for papers will come out 
in the fall, and the deadline will likely be in early 
December. You are welcome to submit ideas for ses-
sions to Linn before the official call; in fact, we already 
have some symposia being organized. The next issue 
of the Newsletter will give you all the details you need 
for submitting independent papers as well as organiz-
ing symposia. So please be prepared for our “Call for 
Papers.” 

We especially need help with the Plenary Session. 
Tell us what you would like to see as the opening for 
the 2014 SCAs. Check us out on Facebook at “Society 
for California Archaeology 2014 Annual Meeting,” 
where you can give us your thoughts on what you’d 
like to see.

continued on the next page

http://www.visitvisalia.org
mailto:kroper@wildblue.net
mailto:kroper@wildblue.net
mailto:2014programchair@scahome.org
http://www.facebook.com/SocietyForCaliforniaArchaeology2014AnnualMeeting
http://www.facebook.com/SocietyForCaliforniaArchaeology2014AnnualMeeting
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required. Properties may be nominated by any indi-
vidual, group, or local government to any program. 
Resources do not need to be locally designated before 
being nominated to a state program.

Easy as A, B, C: Methods of Applying National 
Register Criteria to Archaeological Sites was pre-
sented by Trevor Pratt. In evaluating archaeological 
sites for eligibility to the National Register of Historic 
Places, Criteria A, B, and C are often overlooked. 
Contemplating ways archaeological sites may be 
eligible under these criteria is often difficult, as the 
criteria were originally written for application to the 
built environment; however, through creative anthro-
pological interpretations of the criteria, and good re-
lationships with consulting parties, such evaluations 
are possible, often relying upon cultural relativism to 
depict the significance of the past.

Who Said I Have Lost My Integrity? was present-
ed by Brendon Greenaway for Dwight Dutschke. In 
recent years, the State Historic Preservation Officer 
has sent out some mixed messages and in doing so 
may have confused some, if not all, who follow our 
guidance. Not really mixed signals, just a different 
way of looking at and evaluating various kinds and 
types of historic properties, or for those of you pri-
marily implementing requirements of the California 
Environmental Quality Act, historical resources. 
However you identify those resources, which are his-
torically, culturally, or archaeologically significant 
and deserving of consideration, most of the time in 
our planning, we will do something that will adversely 
affect their integrity. But integrity of what, and what 
do you mean, I have lost it?

As Dwight argues in his paper, one major factor to 
consider when evaluating whether or not the resource 
is historically significant and eligible for the National 
Register of Historic Places or the California Register 
of Historical Resources is: does it maintain its his-
toric use; i.e., does it function in the same or similar 
manner as when first established? And for cultural re-
sources that are living systems, this principle should 
be the primary test. 

In his summary, Dwight states that “historic prop-
erties which are living systems change over time and 
we should accept that such change will occur for the 
resource to survive. Preservation of use, especially 
for systems, is an important means for assuring long 
term preservation of the cultural resource. For linear 
properties, change in alignment is more likely to ad-
versely affect the historic significance than the addi-
tion of maintenance, repair, and/or the addition of new 
materials. Finally, integrity is an art not a science and 
should be treated as such. The concept of change is 
important, especially when considering the signifi-
cance of landscape-level historic properties.

In conclusion, the overarching theme of the OHP 
presentations was that as professionals in our respec-
tive disciplines of archaeology, history, and anthropol-
ogy, we are chartered to work within an often stifling 
and static regulatory framework. As such, we must 
never lose sight of the human component in all that 
we do and embrace a holistic approach as we endeav-
or to understand a past that is still dynamic to those in 
the present, and relative to all.

SCA Business and Activities, cont.

Venetian Court Apartments in Capitola, CA. Built in 1925, listed on the National Register of Historic Places. Photo by David 
Sawyer (CC BY-SA 2.0 license).

http://flickr.com/photos/18702768@N04/5720378031/
http://flickr.com/photos/18702768@N04/5720378031/
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W E THANK THE SCA BOARD FOR RECOGNIZ-
ing several Site Stewards at this year’s 

Annual Meeting. These volunteers have contributed so 
much to the protection and understanding of archaeol-
ogy: Dan Mosier, Charlotte Anderson, David Lee, and 
Philomene Smith. We also thank the agency archae-
ologists who work with these  Site Stewards for their 
time and extra efforts: Alicia Perez, Greg Haverstock, 
William Kerwin, 
Ashley Blythe, and 
Erik Zaborsky. 

State Parks ar-
chaeologist Alicia 
Perez wrote about 
Dan Mosier’s 
work in Carnegie 
State Vehicular 
Recreation Area, 
noting that “Dan 
is a member of the 
public who, through 
his passion and love 
for the history of 
Corral Hollow, has 
become the primary 
resource assisting 
Division staff to ef-
fectively inventory, 
manage, and, most 
importantly, steward the cultural resources on their 
lands. He gave a voice to the history that was lost. He 
is invaluable when it comes to training our volunteers, 
interpreting for our public, and protecting our most 
treasured resources.” 

Bureau of Land Management (BLM) archaeolo-
gist Greg Haverstock presented SCA President’s com-
mendations to Charlotte Anderson and David Lee. He 
described how important Charlotte and David’s 15 
years of stewardship in Owens Valley have been to 
the BLM Bishop Field Office. In the past five years 
alone, they have completed more than 5,000 acres 
of proactive survey. They, with other Site Stewards, 

continue to document and visit rock art sites within 
the Bishop area. Recently, their expertise in rock art 
and their commitment to stewardship has extended to 
Australia, where they have documented rock art and 
recorded a tribal elder describing the meaning and 
functions of the panels.

BLM Archaeologist Erik Zaborsky praised 
Philomene Smith’s volunteer work with several agen-

cies over the past 
25 years. Her site 
stewardship in-
cludes working with 
the BLM’s Fort Ord 
National Monument, 
California State 
Parks Monterey 
District, and the 
Los Padres National 
Forest. All of these 
agencies must 
balance resource 
protection with 
public access. Her 
attention to detail 
and her accurate 
descriptions of con-
ditions at archaeo-
logical sites have 
provided much 

useful information to help maintain this balance. For 
Fort Ord National Monument alone, she has spent 
hundreds of hours dedicated to visiting previously 
recorded archaeological sites and to the discovery of 
new ones.

Volunteer Training Workshops

Three volunteer training workshops for new Site 
Stewards were held earlier this year. Archaeologist 
Greg Haverstock and William Kerwin hosted the 
workshop in February at BLM Bishop Field Office, 
Wanda Raschkow and Ashley Blythe hosted the 

California Archaeological Site Stewardship Program Activities Report
Beth and Chris Padon

SCA Business and Activities, cont.

continued on the next page

The CASSP volunteers honored at the 2013 SCA Annual Meeting were 
(front row, left to right) David Lee, Charlotte Anderson, Dan Mosier, 
and Philomene Smith. Other CASSP archaeologists and volunteers 
pictured are (back row, left to right) Chris Padon, William Kerwin, 
Carolyn and Gordon McGregor, Greg Haverstock, Erik Zaborsky, and 
Beth Padon. Photo by Ashley Blythe.
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workshop in March at Timbisha Community 
Center in Death Valley National Park, and 
Penny Del Bene and Danica Willis hosted 
the workshop in April at Shasta-Trinity 
National Forest and NPS Whiskeytown 
National Recreation Area.

One more volunteer training workshops 
and one advanced training workshop are 
scheduled for this summer. 

The Plumas National Forest, Feather 
River Ranger District will host the advanced 
training workshop from July 20-21 in the 
Sierra Nevada. This advanced workshop will 
involve recording historic inscriptions at a 
pioneer site near the town of LaPorte. Please 
note that this workshop will require some 
moderate hiking to reach the site, and the 
Little Beaver campground has been reserved 
for participants. If you are a current Site 
Steward, this workshop will provide hands-
on experience with techniques for document-
ing historic and prehistoric rock inscriptions. 
Archaeologists Jamie Moore and Wendy 
Parker will lead this workshop. Spaces are 
available for this workshop. Registration is 
required by e-mail at bpadon@discovery-
works.com or by calling (562) 427-3474.

The volunteer training workshop will be 
held on August 10-11 in Cleveland National 
Forest at San Diego Archaeological Center 
in Escondido. 

Anyone who is seriously interested 
in protecting archaeological and histori-
cal sites by volunteer site stewardship is 
invited to attend. The volunteer training 
workshop fee is $25, and pre-registration 
is required. Currently the August workshop 
in Escondido is full, but you may ask to be 
placed on the waiting list. Please visit the 
CASSP website at http://www.cassp.org for 
more information.

SCA Business and Activities, cont.

Participants of the April 2013 volunteer training workshop for Shasta-
Trinity National Forest and Whiskeytown National Recreation Area. 
Photo by Chris Padon.

Participants of the February 2013 volunteer training workshop at 
BLM Bishop Field Office. Photo by Chris Padon.

Participants of the March 2013 volunteer training workshop at the 
Timbisha Shoshone Community Center, Furnace Creek, Death Valley. 
Photo by Chris Padon.

mailto:bpadon@discoveryworks.com
mailto:bpadon@discoveryworks.com
http://www.cassp.org
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I RECENTLY CORRESPONDED WITH BILL TROUT—
one of the founding members of the Society for 

Historical Archaeology (SHA)—about his contribu-
tions to the study and preservation of historic canals. 
(Except where noted, the following narrative was 
drawn from our correspondence as well as biographi-
cal information available on the American Canal 
Society website, http://www.americancanals.org/
Canal_Boats/Canal_Buffs/Canal_Buffs.htm.)

William E. Trout III was born in 1937 in Staunton, 
Virginia, and graduated from Thomas Jefferson High 

School in Richmond, Virginia, in 1955. When his Boy 
Scout troop made overnight forays along the James 
River and Kanawha Canal in Richmond, Trout devel-
oped his life-long passion for canals. The Kanawha 
Canal, including remnants of the original 1780s wa-
terway, is listed on the National Register of Historic 
Places.

Trout’s professional career focused on biology, 
in particular Drosophila genetics. His Bachelor of 
Science degree in Biology was earned at the University 
of Richmond in 1959. At Indiana University, Trout 

earned an A.M. in Zoology in 1964 
and a Ph.D. in Genetics in 1965. 
Following graduate school, he was 
granted a National Institutes of 
Health Post-Doctoral Fellowship 
at the Biology Division of the 
Oak Ridge National Laboratory, 
Tennessee. In 1967, Trout joined 
the Biology Division of the City 
of Hope National Medical Center 
in Duarte, California. That year, 
he became a founding member of 
the SHA, which he says was his 
“window on the world of historic 
archaeology.”

In 1972, Bill Trout and fellow 
canal enthusiasts Bill Shank and 
Tom Hahn formed the American 
Canal Society (ACS), with Trout 
serving as founding Secretary/
Treasurer and Contributing 
Newsletter Editor. From 1985 
to 1997, Trout served as ACS 
President. He also helped to 
found the Virginia Canals and 
Navigations Society in 1977. He 
is a past board member of the 
Archaeological Society of Virginia. 

Trout has remained a dedi-
cated canal researcher, spending 
months every year conducting field 

Society for Historical Archaeology Liaison Report
Karen K. Swope

SCA Business and Activities, cont.

Bill Trout (right) and Nancy Trout, his late wife and fellow researcher, aboard a 
replica batteau. Photo by Holt Messerly, Virginia Canals and Navigations Society.

continued on the next page

http://www.americancanals.org/Canal_Boats/Canal_Buffs/Canal_Buffs.htm
http://www.americancanals.org/Canal_Boats/Canal_Buffs/Canal_Buffs.htm
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and archival research and oral interviews on canals 
in Virginia and around the world. He calls his work 
“above ground archaeology,” with the primary goal 
being “to see that these sites are known so they can be 
protected and appreciated in parks and scenic rivers.” 

To date, Trout has published over 200 articles on 
historic canals, and he has authored and edited many 
issues of The American Canal Guide, a series of re-
gional works on canals with nation-wide coverage 
(http://www.americancanals.org/Am_Canal_Guides/
Am_Canal_Guides.htm). The West Coast volume 
includes a discussion of the William G. Stone Lock 
in Sacramento, the Sacramento River Delta, and the 
water systems of the Mother Lode region (http://
www.americancanals.org/Am_Canal_Guides/
Am_Canal_Guides_files/Guide%201%20rvsd.pdf).  
Working with Lyle Browning and a group of voca-
tional archaeologists, Trout discovered and excavated 
buried batteaux (canal/river boats) in the James River. 
The investigation led to the annual reenactment event 
called the James River Batteau Festival. Images of the 
excavation and and information about the Festival can 
be found online (http://vacanals.org/batteau/batteau_
construction/Dig_Photos.html and http://www.vaca-
nals.org/batteau/).

Trout has published in the medical field on such 
topics as the role of genetics in nervous disease, 
aging, and behavior. His work in historic preserva-
tion has garnered him numerous awards, including the 
Historic Fredericksburg Foundation’s E. Boyd Award 
for excellence in Historic Preservation, the Historic 
Petersburg Foundation’s Petersburg Heritage Award, 
the Preservation Alliance of Virginia’s Katherine 
Glaize Rockwood Distinguished Preservationist 
Award, the Council of Virginia Archaeologists’ 
Virginia Sherman Memorial Award, the Association 
for the Preservation of Virginia’s Antiquities’ Mary 
Mason Anderson Williams Award, and the James 
River Association’s Guardian of the River Award.

In our correspondence, Bill mentioned the number 
of interesting canals in California worthy of research. 
He told me that there is “no end of possibilities for 
more detailed archaeological studies, and I’d be de-
lighted to work with anyone interested in them.” In 
particular, he feels that ditches used in hydraulic gold 
mining pose great research potential. You can read a 
detailed list of Bill Trout’s ongoing work, and his ideas 
for future research on his website’s “projects page” 
(http://www.vacanals.org/bill-trouts-projects-page/).

California Archaeology in the SHA Journal

Recent issues of Historical Archaeology contain book 
reviews of publications that should be of interest to 
California archaeologists. Jordan Pickrell reviewed 
Andrea Rees Davies’ Saving San Francisco: Relief 
and Recovery after the 1906 Disaster, published in 
2012 by Temple University Press (http://www.sha.
org/documents/Review46_2.pdf). 

Leslie C. Stewart-Abernathy reviewed An Isolated 
Frontier Outpost: Historical and Archaeological 
Investigations of the Carrizo Creek Stage Station, 
by Van Wormer, Wade, Walter, and Arter, which 
was published in the California Department of Parks 
and Recreation, Archaeology, History and Museums 
Division Publications in Cultural Heritage No. 29 
(http://www.sha.org/documents/HA464ReviewsOnly.
pdf).

SCA Business and Activities, cont.

Call for SCA Volunteers and 
Opportunities
Sherri Andrews

Organizations, volunteer seekers, and program 
managers—if your organization or program 
could use some volunteer assistance, please 
contact SCA Volunteer Coordinator Sherri 
Andrews at sandrews@asmaffiliates.com. 

The SCA receives queries from potential 
volunteers fairly regularly, but we do not have 
enough places to direct them. I am attempting 
to compile more volunteer opportunities for 
people who contact us, and I am sure that there 
are opportunities out there. I’m looking forward 
to helping volunteers help you!

http://www.americancanals.org/Am_Canal_Guides/Am_Canal_Guides.htm
http://www.americancanals.org/Am_Canal_Guides/Am_Canal_Guides.htm
http://www.americancanals.org/Am_Canal_Guides/Am_Canal_Guides_files/Guide%201%20rvsd.pdf
http://www.americancanals.org/Am_Canal_Guides/Am_Canal_Guides_files/Guide%201%20rvsd.pdf
http://www.americancanals.org/Am_Canal_Guides/Am_Canal_Guides_files/Guide%201%20rvsd.pdf
http://vacanals.org/batteau/batteau_construction/Dig_Photos.html
http://vacanals.org/batteau/batteau_construction/Dig_Photos.html
http://www.vacanals.org/batteau/
http://www.vacanals.org/batteau/
http://www.vacanals.org/bill-trouts-projects-page/
http://www.sha.org/documents/Review46_2.pdf
http://www.sha.org/documents/Review46_2.pdf
http://www.sha.org/documents/HA464ReviewsOnly.pdf
http://www.sha.org/documents/HA464ReviewsOnly.pdf
sandrews@asmaffiliates.com
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News and Announcements

S ECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR 
Ken Salazar recently awarded 

Bill Helmer the 2012 Historic 
Preservation Award for his work 
as Tribal Historic Preservation 
Officer for the Big Pine Paiute 
Tribe of Owens Valley, California. 

Each year, the Secretary of 
the Interior gives four Historic 
Preservation Awards that recog-
nize “the outstanding contribu-
tions of employees in a Federal 
Preservation Office, Tribal Historic 
Preservation Office, State Historic 
Preservation Office, or Certified 
Local Government to the pres-
ervation of historic places.” The 
Award announcement (http://www.
nps.gov/history/awards/) had the 
following to say about Bill’s out-
standing work with the Owens 
Valley Paiutes:

“Since 2004, Bill Helmer has served at the Tribal 
Historic Preservation Officer (THPO) for the Big Pine 
Paiute Tribe of the Owens Valley. Mr. Helmer helped 
develop and now implements the Big Pine Paiute 
Historical Preservation Ordinance, which recognizes 
that ‘Preserving and caring for historic resources will 
provide cultural, educational, aesthetic, inspirational, 
spiritual and economic benefits for present and future 
generations.’”

“The Tribe’s vast ancestral territory means that 
Mr. Helmer must work tirelessly to coordinate with all 
the federal agencies, as well as with the State Historic 
Preservation Office, to identify and protect resources 
which are of high importance to the Tribe throughout 
the region. On behalf of the Tribe, he has advocated 
for protection and responsible management of impor-
tant traditional sites, culturally significant landscapes, 
and traditional ecological knowledge. Mr. Helmer’s 
focused, persistent, and respectful communications 

with agency staff have created an environment for 
Tribal leaders to meet with decision makers and 
engage in productive consultation.”

“With Bill’s expertise and leadership skills the 
Tribe has developed stronger connections between its 
ancestors and current generations. He acquired, orga-
nized and archived numerous documents related to 
the Tribe and its past.  He secured funding to employ 
Tribal members in the transcription of more than 5,000 
pages of 1930s era handwritten manuscripts, which 
document the people, places, language and culture of 
Owens Valley Paiutes through interviews with tribal 
people. These accessible resources are frequently con-
sulted and used not only to advise on undertakings but 
also to inform Tribal members of the history of their 
ancestors and culture.”

Nominations for the 2013 Award are due on June 
30, 2013. More information can be found at http://
www.nps.gov/history/awards/2013Award_Nom.pdf. 

Bill Helmer Given the Secretary of the Interior’s Historic Preservation Award
Peter Von der Porten

Left to right: Advisory Council on Historic Preservation Chair Wayne Donaldson, 
BLM Federal Preservation Officer Robin Hawks, Bill Helmer, Secretary of the 
Interior Ken Salazar, Michelle Pierce of Lake City, Colorado, South Carolina State 
Historic Preservation Office Dan Elswick, and Assistant Secretary of the Interior 
Eileen Sobeck. Photo by the National Park Service.

http://www.nps.gov/history/awards/
http://www.nps.gov/history/awards/
http://www.nps.gov/history/awards/2013Award_Nom.pdf
http://www.nps.gov/history/awards/2013Award_Nom.pdf
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D R. MARCO MENIKETTI, ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR 
at San Jose State University, assisted by archae-

ology student Matt Diez, recently conducted portable 
x-ray fluorescence (pXRF) elemental analysis on 
Chinese porcelains and stonewares from the assem-
blages of three historic shipwreck sites and one cargo 
deposit along the west coast. The artifacts are asso-
ciated with: (1) the 1579 sojourn of Francis Drake 
at Point Reyes; (2) the wreck of the Manila galleon 
San Agustín (1595) at Point Reyes, commanded 
by Rodriguez Cermeño; (3) an 
unknown galleon dated to the late 
seventeenth century from a site in 
Oregon; and (4) a wreck site in 
Baja California tentatively iden-
tified as the Manila galleon San 
Felipe (1576). 

The porcelains abandoned by 
Drake at Point Reyes had original-
ly been cargo on Spanish Manila 
galleons, which he purloined 
during his venture into the Pacific. 
All samples were examined at San 
Jose State University’s Integrative 
Anthropology Laboratory and at 
Point Reyes park headquarters. 
Long before the current testing, 
the separation of the Drake and the 
Cermeño (San Agustín) materials 
was managed by third-party Asian 
ceramic specialists using such cri-
teria as design, style, and surface 
wear. The Cermeño and Drake col-
lections are curated at Point Reyes 
by the National Park Service. The 
San Felipe material was on loan 
from the Instituto Nacional de 
Antropología e Historia (INAH) 
in Mexico, and the material 
from Oregon was a special loan. 
Considerable controversy has 

surrounded the Drake/Cermeño porcelains because 
these ceramics of Chinese origin have been found in 
middens associated with the Coast Miwok, as well 
as washed up on the Point Reyes seashore. Finding 
another way to distinguish one from the other is only 
one of the many potential benefits of the pXRF testing.

We tested the ceramics using the Bruker Tracer 
SD handheld XRF instrument to generate energy-
dispersive spectra, which were then used to create 

Preliminary Results of pXRF Testing of Porcelains from Sixteenth-Century 
Ship Cargos on the West Coast
Marco Meniketti

News and Announcements, cont.

Porcelain bowl shard from the Baja California wreck site of the San Felipe (1576). 
Photo by Marco Meniketi.

continued on the next page
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comparative charts for the con-
stituent elements from each arti-
fact. Calibration was conducted 
by Bruker Labs. The XRF instru-
ment was connected directly to a 
laptop computer where spectra are 
displayed during bench-top testing 
using Bruker software. 

Preliminary results are quite 
revealing. Although more testing 
needs to be performed in order to 
fully clarify the specific element 
spikes shown in the spectra, it 
appears that some of the Cermeño 
and Drake materials can be distin-
guished based on clear differences 
in presence and concentrations of 
key elements. This distinction is 
also evident in transitional zones 
among index elements. There is 
less difference between identified 
types within the collections. 

Several artifacts were tested 
along surfaces and edges in mul-
tiple locations to capture as much 
data as possible about each speci-
men, including glazed and unglazed surfaces and, 
when possible, interior and exterior surfaces. Curved 
surfaces are problematic as they do not fully cover 
the “eye” of the pXRF, which may give false read-
ings; therefore, testing was limited to those samples 
or areas of a given specimen that had flat surfaces that 
would fully cover the x-ray aperture. 

The supposed Drake ceramics and San Agustín ma-
terials are separated in time by only 17 years, yet man-
ufacturing differences are evident from the spectra. 
The spectral differences may represent changes in 
glaze chemistry, clay sources, or unique inclusions or 
tempering. Deciphering the differences will necessi-
tate additional sample testing. Moreover, whether this 
variation is indicative of change in manufacturing or 
source of the artifact is unknown. 

Identification of specific porcelain types among 
the collections were made by Edward Von der Porten, 
archaeologist and president of the Drake Navigators 
Guild, and earlier by the late Clarence Shangraw of 

the Asian Art Museum of San Francisco. The con-
sistent identification of types, for instance “phoenix 
plates,” facilitated strong controls. Phoenix plates 
from the San Felipe and Drake samples were nearly 
identical, while phoenix plates believed to be artifacts 
from the San Agustín wreck were at variance along 
several indices. However, at least two samples were 
difficult to distinguish. The Drake materials and that 
of the contemporary San Felipe are comparable in 
elemental components and concentrations, which 
one would expect considering the contemporaneous 
nature of the samples. 

We are also testing a few materials from Agate 
Beach in Bolinas for comparison. They are from a 
private collection by a proponent of the “Francis Drake 
in Bolinas” hypothesis. Modern control samples are 
also being tested. We will continue our analysis with 
three sets of stoneware from these sites, and we antici-
pate the publication of a full report in the near future. 

News and Announcements, cont.

Marco Meniketti (right) and Ed Von der Porten (left) bench testing Point Reyes 
ceramics samples. Photo by Carola DeRooy.
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I BECAME INVOLVED WITH THE SAN DIEGO 
Archaeological Center through a National Science 

Foundation-funded project directed by Margie Burton, 
Research Director at the Center. Margie included me 
in her proposal as a consultant for experimental studies 
with stone tools used to crush and grind acorns, chia 
seeds, and clay. Her goal was to include the public in 
a project that would also provide scientific results that 
she could apply to the collections stored at the Center. 

Beginning in February 2008, I helped monitor the 
food-processing experiments and was able to meet 
several of the people served by the Center. It was 
gratifying to see that the kids enjoyed the project and 
the parents were happy to have something education-
al and fun to do with their kids at the Center. Other 
participants included adult volunteers and college 
students who wanted the experience of using stone 
tools. I learned a lot from Clint Linton from the Santa 
Ysabel Band of Kumeyaay Indians, and Mel Vernon 
and Diania Caudell from the San Luis Rey Band of 
Mission Indians, who Margie had 
invited to lend their expertise and 
talk about their foods and other life 
experiences while the experiments 
were being conducted. 

After the experiments were 
done, Margie and I worked togeth-
er in the laboratory, where I trained 
her in the techniques of use-wear 
analysis. Her skills in this analysis 
technique now allow her to evalu-
ate use-wear on prehistoric tools 
and apply what we learned from 
the experimental grinding sessions.

Later, in January 2011, I re-
turned to attend a two-day session 
of the Native Foods, Medicine, and 
Materials workshop done in col-
laboration with the Kumeyaay-Ipai 
Interpretive Center. The opportuni-
ty to walk through a plant commu-
nity with a native practitioner who 

knows the plants and how to use them was an edu-
cational gift. During all of my working and learning 
sessions at the Center, Cindy Stankowki, Annemarie 
Cox, and all of the Center staff have made me feel 
welcome. Margie and I continue to collaborate on 
projects, conference presentations, and research 
papers submitted for publication. 

The San Diego Archaeological Center is a rare, re-
gional facility where people of varying backgrounds 
come to learn about the history and prehistory of the 
area. The Center’s outreach to schools, university stu-
dents, Native American communities, and profession-
al archaeologists is extensive. Professional archaeolo-
gists in particular should support this facility where 
artifacts recovered ahead of development projects are 
stored and made available for research.  I encourage 
everyone to visit the San Diego Archaeological Center 
and support and advocate curation of archaeological 
collections.

News and Announcements, cont.

A Reflection from the San Diego Archaeological Center
Jenny L. Adams

Jenny Adams (right) taking notes with two volunteers from ASYMCA while working 
on an NSF-funded groundstone analysis project. Photo by Margie Burton.
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I NSPIRED BY THE GROWING ATTENTION ARCHAE-
ologists and historians are devoting to public 

outreach, I recently collaborated with my community 
to write a new local history. After more than a decade 
of exchanges with my neighbors in and around the 
small coastal community of Westport in Mendocino 
County, I embraced the challenge of popularizing 
new perspectives about the area’s past. The resulting 
volume, published in late 2012 as Volume 26 of the 
Mendocino Historical Review, is titled Belonging 
to Places: The Evolution of Coastal Communities 
and Landscapes between the Ten Mile River and 
Cottoneva Creek.

This volume is a distinct departure from the stan-
dard county or township references that the public and 
many teachers traditionally rely on for information 
about the past and the construction of history curricu-
la. Belonging to Places weaves carefully researched 
details into a compelling story line that differs from 
the hearsay minutiae and lack of integrating themes 
characteristic of so many standard references. Diverse 

sources of documentary, testimonial, and material 
evidence are compared to reconcile biases, highlight 
rather than avoid controversies, establish facts, and 
weave a compelling story. My aim was to showcase 
history as a dialog among different groups of immi-
grants who each had their own dynamic relationships 
with the local environment. Employing that theme 
offered a way to reveal the forest, not just endless 
trees.

Belonging to Places showcases history as an in-
terpretive act that can be productively revisited with 
new questions and perspectives. My interpretation 
focused on relationships between people and the local 
landscape and among many waves of immigrants 
who came to the Westport area. The volume encour-
ages reflection about how histories are created and for 
what purposes, and about the biases inherent in all 
sources of information about the past. Those intersect-
ing themes are highlighted with poorly known stories 
of Native Americans, other minorities, and common 
people. The “long view” in this new local history 

encompasses many waves of im-
migration over the past 15 millen-
nia, while the concluding chapter 
makes the story relevant by asking 
how we can use knowledge of the 
past to address current issues.

There are many ways to pop-
ularize the past and engage an 
abiding curiosity in readers. This 
community history is one example 
of how to encourage more dia-
logue. It was published as a joint 
venture between the Kelley House 
Museum and the Westport Village 
Society. It can be purchased from 
the Westport Village Society (P.O. 
Box 446, Westport CA 95488) for 
a $19.50 donation that includes 
book rate USPS shipping.

News and Announcements, cont.

Creating Local Histories
Thad M. Van Bueren

A historic photo of Westport featured on the cover of Belonging to Places. Courtesy 
Thad Van Bueren.
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C ALLING ALL CALIFORNIA AR-
chaeologists! It’s time to 

start planning your participation in 
the 79th Annual Meeting in Austin, 
Texas, April 23-27, 2014. The SAA 
President, Fred Limp, is excited to 
take the meeting to the live music 
capital of the world, and he hopes 
that you will make it for what is sure 
to be an unforgettable event!

The following is the Call for 
Submissions. As you may be aware, 
submissions are only accepted elec-
tronically via SAAweb. Last year, the 
SAA launched a brand new online 
submission system, and overall 
the feedback has been extremely 
positive.

The web system is simple, 
straightforward, and user-friendly. 
The system allows users to: (1) make changes to their 
submissions online; (2) count and summarize partici-
pant roles in one convenient location; (3) register for 
the meeting; and (4) update their membership profile 
instantly. Session chairs can invite participants to 
their session via automated emails or simply by pro-
viding the participant with their session ID number. 
The system will even auto-submit your session with 
all “completed” participants (meaning the participant 
has completed all required steps, including registra-
tion payment) when the deadline hits.

The web-based system opened for submissions 
on May 1, 2013. You may access the system by visit-
ing the SAAweb homepage (http://www.saa.org) and 
clicking on the submissions link.

The submissions deadline is Thursday, September 
12, 2013, 3:00 pm Eastern Time (12:00 pm Pacific; 
1:00 pm Mountain; 2:00 pm Central). There is no 
grace period as all submissions are electronic. There 
are no late fees as nothing may be submitted after the 
deadline; however, changes to a submission can be 
made up to the deadline. The afternoon deadline is to 

ensure that staff are on hand to assist right up until the 
moment the system shuts down at 3:00 pm Eastern 
Time on Thursday, September 12, 2013.

A note about the Amerind Seminar Program for 
session organizers. Co-sponsored by the SAA and the 
Amerind Foundation (a private, nonprofit archaeo-
logical research institution), this program will recog-
nize an outstanding symposium at the 2014 Annual 
Meeting. Complete information is located in the Call 
for Submissions (http://www.saa.org/call) and on the 
Amerind website (http://www.amerind.org). If you 
wish to have your symposium considered for this 
program, be certain to select the appropriate check 
box on your web submission form.

Although the 2014 79th Annual Meeting is a year 
away, many of you will want to organize your contri-
bution before summer arrives with its many demands. 
The SAA looks forward to seeing you in Austin next 
April.

News and Announcements, cont.

Society for American Archaeology Annual Meeting Announcement
Arleen Garcia-Herbst

The Austin skyline. Photo by Stuart Seeger (CC BY 2.0 license).

http://www.saa.org
http://www.saa.org/call
www.amerind.org
http://flickr.com/photos/stuseeger/7553861910/
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T HE JOURNAL OF CALIFORNIA AND GREAT BASIN 
Anthropology has been published by the Malki 

Museum since 1974, making it almost 40 years old. 
It was originally called the Journal of California 
Anthropology, but expanded to include the Great 
Basin and Baja California thanks to the efforts of 
people like Phil Wilke, Harry Lawton, and Robert 
Heizer. All four fields of anthropology are covered 
(cultural, archaeological, biological, and linguistic), 
and it has been an important outlet for scholars from 
all over the western United States and beyond.

The purpose of this note is to announce that I 
am the new Editor of the Journal. Kaely Colligan 
(Assistant Editor) and I have joined forces with 
Thomas Blackburn and Lowell John Bean (Associate 
Editors), Victoria Kline (Managing Editor), Kathleen 
Wise (Design and Layout), and Brian Codding (Book 
Review Editor) to guide the Journal into the future. 
Although it produces important works by well-estab-
lished scholars on a regular basis, one of the Journal’s 
primary accomplishments has been to publish articles 
by people who are early in their careers. In fact, most 

of the senior California and Great Basin anthropolo-
gists and archaeologists I know had their first publica-
tion in the Journal.

Given this history, we are actively soliciting 
papers to maintain the excellent quality of the Journal 
in years to come, and will be targeting people who 
have written outstanding Ph.D. dissertations, M.A. 
theses, or cultural resource management reports but 
have not yet published their findings. We are also in-
terested in publishing the work of Native American 
scholars, including collaborative efforts by archaeolo-
gists and their Native American colleagues. Although 
the peer review process can be difficult, and there 
is no guarantee of publication, both the authors and 
readership can benefit greatly from the experience. 

If you have any questions about the Journal, 
contact me at billh@farwestern.com. Methods for 
submitting papers can be found on the website (http://
www.malkimuseum.org/submissions.htm) or in past 
issues of the Journal.  

News and Announcements, cont.

New Editorship for the Journal of California and Great Basin Anthropology
William R. Hildebrandt

Bill working on a site in Tehama County. Photo by Rebecca Kellawan.

mailto:billh@farwestern.com
http://www.malkimuseum.org/submissions.htm
http://www.malkimuseum.org/submissions.htm
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June 2013

California Indian Basketweavers Association 
23rd Annual Gathering, 
June 21-23, 2013

The annual CIBA gathering will be held at the Tule 
River Indian Reservation in Porterville, CA. More 
information can be found at: http://www.ciba.org/
Gathering.php.

July/August 2013

California Archaeological Site Stewardship 
Program Training Workshops

•	July 20-21: “History Etched in Stone,” an advanced 
workshop for existing volunteers, at the Plumas 
National Forest, near LaPorte. 

•	August 10-11: New volunteer training in the 
Cleveland National Forest, at the San Diego 
Archaeological Center, 1666 San Pasqual Valley 
Road, Escondido. 

We invite everyone who is seriously interested in pro-
tecting archaeological and historical sites to partici-
pate. Space at the workshops is limited, and registra-
tion is required. For the volunteer training, there is a 
$25 workshop fee. For the advanced workshop, prior 
site stewardship training is required. See the CASSP 
web site (http://www.cassp.org) for more information. 
Questions can be sent to bpadon@discoveryworks.
com, or call (562) 427-3474.

SCA Newsletter Submission Deadline 
August 20, 2013

The submission deadline for the September issue of 
the SCA Newsletter is August 20. Please email all 
submissions and inquiries to Peter Von der Porten 
at newsletter@scahome.org. If possible, please send 
relevant photos, charts, maps, and other visual media 
along with your submission.

September 2013

Northern Data Sharing Meeting 
September 28, 2013

Continuing the recent tradition of making the Northern 
Data Sharing Meeting a spectacular weekend at one 
of California’s scenic parks, this year’s meeting will 
be held on Saturday, September 28, 2013, at the 
Town Hall in the city of Trinidad along the beautiful 
Pacific Coast in Humboldt County. A catered lunch 
will be provided, and free camping is available on 
Friday (September 27) and Saturday (September 
28) at nearby Patrick’s Point State Park for the first 
100 members who reserve a spot. Planned talks will 
highlight projects along California’s North Coast, but 
discussions on other geographic areas and topics are 
welcome. Presentation slots are still available. 

Contact Northern Vice President Greg Collins 
(gcollins@scahome.org; 707-407-7491) for more 
information and check the SCA Facebook page fre-
quently for updates!

October 2013

28th Annual California Indian Conference 
and Gathering 
October 3-5, 2013

The California Indian Conference and Gathering is an 
annual event for the exchange of views and informa-
tion among academics, educators, California Indians, 
students, tribal nations, native organizations, and 
community members focusing on California Indians. 
A wide variety of topics will be presented, including 
sovereignty, leadership, dance, storytelling, native 
languages, histories, law, political and social issues, 
federal recognition, families and children, education, 
economic development, arts, traditions, and numerous 
others. 

We live in the homelands of California Indigenous 
peoples and their nations. It is of vital importance 
for Indians and non-Indians to be aware of current 
issues, as well as the histories and cultures of the first 

Events Calendar
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peoples of this state. Through the combined efforts of 
many individuals, organizations, and tribal nations, 
we are looking forward to a successful event. We 
need the active participation of many to make this 
a reality. Therefore, we invite those who are inter-
ested, both on and off campus, to planning meetings 
at Sacramento State. The schedule can be found at: 
http://www.scahome.org/meetings_events/CICG-
Planning-Meetings.pdf. For further information and 
to RSVP, please contact Annette L. Reed, Ph.D., 
Tolowa, Smith River Rancheria, Associate Professor 
of Ethnic Studies and Native American Studies at 
CSU Sacramento. alreed@csus.edu.

Paleoamerican Odyssey  
October 17-19, 2013

The Center for the Study of the First Americans 
is hosting the international public conference 
“Paleoamerican Odyssey,” in Santa Fe, New Mexico. 
The Center will present three days of public lectures 
by leaders in the field of first Americans studies (ar-
chaeologists, paleoanthropologists, and geneticists) as 
well as posters and artifact displays. The conference is 
open to the public. 

Lists of speakers, exhibits, and displays, as well as 
information about the conference banquet and special 
lodging rates are available at: http://paleoamericanod-
yssey.com/index.html.

Southern Data Sharing Meeting 
October 19, 2013

Save the date! The location and other details for the 
Meeting will be announced soon.

California Council for the Promotion of 
History 33rd Annual Conference 
October 18-20, 2013

This year, in Hanford, California, our conference 
will explore the changes and challenges facing pro-
fessional historians across the diverse and expanding 
public history field in California. CCPH welcomes 
program proposals from professionals, academics, and 

avocationals who avidly promote history and public 
history from a variety of perspectives. We invite you 
to join this conversation.

The conference theme is “Bridging California.” 
California has a rich heritage of bridges. Some are ma-
terial artifacts, engineered to connect places and bring 
people together. They are part of the built environ-
ment in which we live, and are understood aesthetical-
ly as well as practically. Metaphorically, the functions 
of professional historians—museum displays, cultural 
resources, and archived records, to name a few—are 
bridges, too, for they connect us to our multiple pasts 
and give meaning to the present. Like those of stone 
and steel, these bridges must be carefully planned and 
managed, using the materials and financial resources 
available to span real obstacles, as well as possess 
an aesthetic unity and intellectual integrity. When 
we wonder, “Where is public history going?” we are 
asking for a strategic plan for building and sustaining 
such bridges to safeguard history for the future.

The CCPH Program Coordinators are Chandra 
Miller, Bryan Larson, and Heather Lavezzo Downey. 
For more information, please email: ccphprogram@
ccphhistoryaction.org.

November 2013

Archaeology of Joshua Tree National Park 
November 9, 2013, 8:30-5:00 pm and 
November 10, 203, 9:00-4:30 pm

Discover the ancient people who were defined by the 
arid landscape of what is now Joshua Tree National 
Park. Joan Schneider and Claude Warren will discuss 
how archaeologists study human culture through 
material remains and environmental landscapes.

The class will begin with an archaeologi-
cal overview including an exclusive visit to see 
the artifacts and archival collections at the Park’s 
Research Museum. The field sessions will focus on 
the prehistoric and historic people who lived in this 
area and will provide students with new insights 
into the Park’s cultural heritage. Sign up at: http://
www.joshuatree.org/desert-institute/field-classes/
archaeology-of-joshua-tree-national-park/.

Events Calendar, cont.
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March 2014

SCA 48th Annual Meeting  
March 21-23, 2014

The Meeting will be held at the Visalia Convention 
Center in Visalia, CA. We are currently looking 
for volunteers to help with planning and chairing 
positions. Please contact Local Arrangements Chair, 
C. Kristina Roper (kroper@wildblue.net), or Linn 
Gassaway, Program Chair (2014programchair@
scahome.org) for more information. 

Searles Valley History Symposium 
March 28, 2014

On March 27, 2014, the community of Trona, 
California, will celebrate its 100th anniversary. To 
honor the founding of the community by Stafford 
Austin, husband of Mary Austin, author of Land of 
Little Rain, a symposium on the history of the Searles 
Valley will be held Friday, March 28th, 2014, in the 
Trona High School Auditorium. 

Symposium papers are requested for submission. 
All papers invited must be related to the history of 
the Valley and the communities, landscape, people, 

and places, not its prehistory (ethnohistory is encour-
aged) and not regarding the history of Death Valley, 
unless there is a direct nexus to Searles Valley. Papers 
on bootlegging, the Epson Salt Monorail, Garden 
Station, The History of Roads in and Through the 
Searles Valley, Shady Myrick, Trona in the 1950s, the 
History of the Searles Valley Historical Society, Water 
Development, Early Mining History of the Valley, 
John Searles and his Borax Mining effort, Water 
Development, and the relationship of Edwin Beale 
and the Searles brothers have already been proposed. 
All papers should be in PowerPoint format and ap-
proximately 20 minutes in length, with 10 minutes for 
questions and answers and for time to set up for the 
next presentation. A written copy of all papers should 
be delivered prior to the symposium; they will be pub-
lished by the Searles Valley Historical Society. 

For additional information on the three-day centen-
nial celebration, you are encouraged to visit the Trona 
Centennial Celebration page on Facebook, created by 
Lezlie Foreman (http://www.facebook.com/pages/
Trona-Centennial-Celebration/324164917685636). 
To submit an idea, please contact Russell Kaldenberg, 
Trona Centennial Committee Chair, at rkaldenberg@
asmaffiliates.com or call (760) 585-5280 for addition-
al information. 

Events Calendar, cont.

“Trona Pinnacles at Sunset.” Photo by Steve Berardi (CC BY-SA 2.0 license).
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