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From the President

Presidential Corner
Michael Newland, SCA President
It’s been four years since I was last on the
Executive Board, and it still amazes me
how far things have progressed for our
Society in that short period of time. When
I served as Northern VP in 2007 and
2008, the SCA had just fully established
itself on sound financial footing. We had
started discussions about putting the
newsletter online, about starting the
journal, California Archaeology. Our
membership numbers had stabilized at
around 1,000, and we were at the edge of
what the executive and business
components of the Society could manage.
Big things were clearly on the horizon,
and my tenure was over before much of
the heavy lifting was done.
Four years down the road, and thanks to
the hard work of several Executive
Boards, Denise at the Business Office,
Stella running the website and newsletter,
and the hard work of CAAMP and our
other volunteers, the SCA seems to me to
be running at a different level—1,100
members, a rock-solid financial base, a
well-edited and informative peerreviewed journal, advanced meeting
planning well established several years
out, a lively website, and a large
community of professional archaeologists,
tribal representatives, students, and
avocationalists
connected
through
different social media.
The 2012 Annual Meeting surely
reflected our society’s strengths. Melanie
Beasley, Nathan Stevens, Brian Codding,
CAAMP, and the legion of volunteers
pulled off an amazing meeting, very well
attended by any standard. The whole
meeting went extraordinarily well, and
they have my gratitude and appreciation
for all their hard work. I saw a number of
excellent papers, had the privilege of
being a discussant at one session, giving a
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paper at another, and chairing two
symposia. With the Board meetings,
lunch with tribal representatives, a host of
other SCA functions, and all these
fantastic papers, the whole weekend was a
whirlwind
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Michael Newland, SCA President

And then Monday came, and with it, the
emails and calls. The SCA is asked to
weigh in on archaeological issues all over
the state. The Board meets four times a
year, but it is constantly working on
issues important to us all. We’re able to
function due to a large network of
volunteers, bringing us topics to discuss
and helping us solve problems locally.
Participating on the Board is one of the
most satisfying activities I have done
professionally. I heartily encourage you to
run for office, participate on a committee,
or volunteer your time in any one of our
open liaison positions or projects. As
President, I have high hopes, and
expectations, of our organization—now
one of the stronger, better organized, and
more
influential
in
the
nation.
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Presidential Corner

arranging for all permits. A major survey effort will take
place the Sunday after the data sharing but will be taking
place all through October as part of Archaeology Month.

It's not too early to think about the upcoming data sharing
meetings this fall. For those planning on attending the
Northern California Data Sharing in Point Reyes, the SCA
will be holding some volunteer survey of portions of the
Marin coastline. Some of you have heard me discuss the
potential impact of global climate change on the coastal
archaeological sites of California. This will be a major focus
of my presidential term, and beyond. Please consider
volunteering for a day of survey along this beautiful stretch
of coast; we've got an "adopt-a-mile program" and I've got
the sign-up sheet, you can contact me directly. Volunteers
will be responsible for a mile-long transect, 100 meters
wide, and to prepare their own finished site records. SCA is

Finally, I wanted to note Bill Rathje's passing on May 24th
at the age of 67. We will have a proper commemoration for
Bill in our next Newsletter, but I wanted to take the time
here to express my sorrow over this loss and hope that his
family finds peace during this difficult time. I last saw Bill
over dinner in 2004; he had been having health problems at
that time, and I know that we were all concerned. I had just
given a paper for him at the SHAs in St. Louis, he had been
too sick to attend. Bill was a mentor and a friend to me, and
one of the great archaeologists of our time. I know that I
speak for many when I say that his humor, kindness, and
sharp intelligence will be greatly missed.

continued

Scenes from the 2012 SCA Annual Meeting

A view of the San Diego Town and Country Hotel. Photograph by Stella D’Oro (left); Past-president and current California Council for
the Promotion of History Liaison and Legislation Liaison, Shelly Davis-King. Photograph by Trudy Haversat and Gary S.
Breschini.(middle); volunteers Patricia J. McFarland and Nick Doose (right). Photograph by Stella D’Oro.
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SCA Business and Activities

Committee Reports
Site Conservation Committee Report
Submitted by John Foster and Greg White

The inaugural meeting of the SCA’s Site Conservation Committee took place on
March 31. This is a new committee recently established by the Executive Board to
facilitate the conservation of archaeological properties around the state by
identifying sites and making them known to land conservation entities. The
impetus for this comes from The Archaeological Conservancy’s (TAC) effort to
ramp up acquisitions in California.

Society for
California
Archaeology
Committees
2012-2013

Advanced Annual Meeting Planning
Tom Origer: origer@origer.com
Annual Meeting Local Arrangements
Michelle St. Clair Jerman
Stclairjerman@gmail.com
Archaeology Month Representatives
Annmarie Cox:
acox@sandiegoarchaeology.org
David Cohen: drcohen@cal.berkeley.edu
Bennyhoff Memorial Award
Terry Joslin: tjoslin@umail.ucsb.edu

The meeting was attended by Rob Edwards, Michael Sampson, Patricia Martz,
Cory Wilkins, Carmen Lucas, Susan Hector, Eric Zaborsky, John Burge, and the
above co-chairs.

CA Arch Site Stewardship Program
Beth and Chris Padon:
bpadon@discoveryworks.com
cpadon@discoveryworks.com

The initial committee meeting involved a wide-ranging discussion of the need for
site conservation and ways SCA members can become more effective in facilitating
the process. With budget constraints imposed on federal and state agencies, it is
crucial that land trusts like TAC be successful in acquiring and preserving
significant archaeological properties. The advantages for the discipline of
archaeology are that a more rich and varied archaeological heritage is preserved,
and that research opportunities are available for the future study of the past.

Curation Representative
Cindy Stankowski:
cstankowski@sandiegoarchaeology.org

Takeaways from the meeting were:
1. The committee’s efforts present an opportunity to work with the Native
American Land Conservancy, the Kumeyaay Land Conservancy, and others
in cooperative ventures to preserve heritage resources.
2. SCA should act as a clearinghouse for identifying significant archaeological
properties and making this information available to TAC and other land
conservation groups.
3. SCA will encourage public archaeology firms to include site preservation in
recommended mitigation measures. TAC can receive outright donations or
easements that protect archaeological properties from development. This
committee will work to raise awareness of the preservation option.
The committee will also initiate outreach efforts to other land trusts and
conservation entities with the goal of assisting them in preserving heritage
resources on their properties.

Grants and Fundraising
Richard Olson: richard_olson@dot.ca.gov
Native American Programs
Janet Eidsness: jpeidsness@yahoo.com
Gregg Castro: glcastro@pacbell.net
Cassandra Hensher: hensher@mail.com
Newsletter
Stella D'Oro: cowgalcookie@yahoo.com
Nominations
Patricia Mikkelsen: pat@farwestern.com
Proceedings
Don Laylander: dlaylander@jps.net
Professional Standards and Ethics
Christine McCullom:
christine.mccollum@gmail.com
Publicity Committee
Mandi Martinez:
amartinez@epsilonsystems.com
Michelle Trevino: michelle.trevino@gmail.com
Site Conservation Committee
John W. Foster: parkarky@yahoo.com
Gregory G. White
:Gwhite@subterraconsulting.com
Student Affairs
Kristin Hoppa: kristinhoppa@gmail.com
Melanie Beasley: melmbeasley@yahoo.com
Volunteer Coordinator
Sherri Andrews: sandrews@asmaffiliates.com
Website
Stella D’Oro: cowgalcookie@yahoo.com
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Committee Reports, continued
Report on CASSP Activities
Submitted by Beth and Chris Padon

As in previous years, the most important highlights of
California Archaeological Site Stewardship Program
(CASSP) activities are the enthusiasm, dedication, and
skill of CASSP volunteers who work to preserve
historical and archaeological resources. In 2011, we
estimate that volunteer site stewards contributed more
than 10,000 hours. We can’t thank them enough for their
continued concern, interest, and commitment to help
protect archaeological sites on public lands.
In 2011, nine volunteer training workshops and one
advanced training workshop were offered, and 133
people participated. (In 2010, 105 people attended
CASSP workshops.)

Springs. In addition to the regular duties of a site steward
(observing and recording changes to their assigned sites),
they have recorded features, talked with visitors, led
tours, and worked with other volunteers. It is appropriate
that this first SCA commendation of site stewards be
awarded to a couple who have done so much for site
preservation, and who represent the best of volunteer site
stewardship.
Volunteer Training Workshops
Two volunteer training workshops for new site stewards
were held this spring. The workshop at the Mendocino
National Forest Supervisor’s Office in Willows was
hosted by USFS Archaeologist Mike Dugas, and the
workshop at the Feather River Ranger District Office of
the Plumas National Forest in Oroville was hosted by
District Archaeologist Jamie Moore.

In the spring of 2011, the Pacific Southwest Region of
the U.S. Forest Service (USFS) submitted a grant
proposal to the Off-Highway Motor Vehicle Recreation
(OHMVR) Division of California State Parks to fund
CASSP activities for 2012. The OHMVR Commission
approved the proposal in July 2011. This grant,
administered by the U.S. Forest Service, specifically
names the SCA and CASSP as partners, and draws upon
in-kind contributions from USFS, Bureau of Land
Management (BLM), and CASSP volunteers.
In the fall of 2011, at the request of the SCA Board, we
conducted an informal internal audit on the number of
hours that volunteer site stewards had worked. People
from almost every team of site stewards across the state
responded, and we are very thankful to all of you.
Because of this year’s grant requirements, we will
maintain more detailed records of volunteer time through
at least two channels—agency archaeologists and a new
e-mail address created just for volunteers to report their
hours: hours@cassp.org.

Participants at the CASSP volunteer training workshop on the
Mendocino National Forest, April 2012. Photo by Chris Padon.

The complete 2011 Annual Report contains more
information and photos. It is available at
http://www.cassp.org/annualreport.html.
Ten Years of Site Stewardship Recognized
At the 2012 Annual Meeting banquet, the SCA
recognized BLM site stewards Jon and Suzanne McBride
with a certificate of commendation. For more than ten
years, they have been site stewards for the petroglyphs
and other prehistoric and historic features at Corn
SCA Newsletter 46(2)

Participants at the CASSP volunteer training workshop on the Plumas
National Forest, Feather River Ranger District, May 2012. Photo by
Chris Padon.
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Committee Reports,
continued

Report on CASSP Activities,
Continued

Two new volunteer training workshops are scheduled for
this summer: August 11 and 12, Lake Tahoe Basin
Management Unit, South Lake Tahoe; and September 15
and 16, Six Rivers National Forest, Eureka. Anyone who
is seriously interested in protecting archaeological and
historical sites by volunteer site stewardship is invited to
attend. The volunteer training workshop fee is $25, and
pre-registration is required. Please visit the CASSP
website at http://www.cassp.org for more information.
Advanced Training Workshop
Advanced training workshops focus upon specific skills
that are useful for site stewards. These workshops
involve a lot of hands-on experience. Last spring, at the
advanced workshop on site mapping held at the San
Bernardino National Forest Supervisor’s Office, we
faced a challenging hands-on experience. A gentle rain
started as we left for the field. It became a very heavy
rainstorm as we arrived at the historical site that we
planned to map. We quickly put up a shelter and
discussed how we would approach the tasks of preparing
a sketch map for this site. Most people then toured the
site, downpour or not. We finished the workshop by
returning to the Supervisor’s Office to dry out and get
warm, and to prepare sketch maps of several conference
rooms.

Report on Professional
Standards and Ethics
Committee

Submitted by Christine McCollum
The SCA Professional Standards and Ethics Committee
had a successful turnout for its meeting in San Diego.
Among items discussed were establishing goals and
defining a mission statement for the Committee,
Committee Chair and member expectations, and working
with the SCA Executive Board and various working
groups to promote good working standards for Principal
Investigators in California.
The Committee met again via conference call on June 13.

Report on SCA Proceedings
Submitted by Don Laylander

The deadline for submissions to the 2012 SCA
Proceedings is July 1. Papers should be sent to the SCA
Business Office, at office@scahome.org.
For information on submissions, see the webpage, at
http://www.scahome.org/publications/proceedings.html.
If you have specific questions, contact the editor, Don
Laylander, at dlaylander@cox.net.

California Natural Resources Agency is
accepting public comment on its draft
Tribal Consultation Policy, which can also
be located at
http://www.resources.ca.gov/tribal_policy.html

The period for public comment will
close on July 15, 2012.
Secretary Laird will convene a public
meeting to discuss the policy on June 26,
2012 at 1:30 pm at:
Everyone in the advanced training workshop huddled together under a
pop-up shelter in heavy rain, and some of the participants discussed
how the site sketch map could be created in better weather. Photo by
Doug Guimond.
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Thunder Valley Resort
1200 Athens Avenue,
Lincoln, California 95648.
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Liaison Reports
California Council for the Promotion of
History (CCPH) 32nd Annual Conference
Submitted by Shelly Davis-King

October 18–20, 2012—Woodland, CA
California on the Move
The California Council for the Promotion of History’s (CCPH) annual
conference in Woodland, California, will delve into the movers and the
movements that exemplify and define our state. CCPH welcomes
professionals, academics, and avocationals who avidly promote history and
public history from a variety of perspectives to propose program presentations.
For more on this year's theme, visit http://www.ccphhistoryaction.org/.

The Site as a Book
Julia Costello
As the discussant at the excellent session on the San Diego Presidio
at our recent annual meetings, I used an analogy for why we
preserve and study archaeological sites.
“Archaeological sites can be seen as single copies of a book. Each
time a unit or trench is excavated, a page is ripped out and
disappears. The person digging the hole is the only one who can
read this page, and therefore the decision to tear out part of the
narrative must be done with considerable thought and care. It is
only through documenting what was read that this piece of the
site’s story can be preserved.

Society for
California
Archaeology
Liaisons
2012-2013

American Cultural Resource Association
Liaison
Ronald V. May
Tivella1@aol.com
California Council for the Promotion of
History Liaison
Shelly Davis–King
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shellydk@frontiernet.net
Information Center Liaison
Amy Huberland
(530) 898-6256
AHuberland@csuchico.edu
Legislation Liaison
Shelly Davis–King
(209) 928–3443
shellydk@frontiernet.net
OHP Liaison
Susan Stratton
(209) 295-3910
sstratton@parks.ca.gov
Society for Historical Archaeology Liaison
Karen Swope
(505) 323-8300
kswope@sricrm.com
Society for American Archaeology Liaison
Arleen Garcia-Herbst
aherbst@asmaffiliates.com

As pages disappear—one at a time or in whole chapters—the
chances of reconstructing the story of each site are reduced.
Sometimes we can piece together a sentence or a paragraph. In
many cases we are left with boxes of words without context.
Some sites have lengthy, complex, multi-volume stories, whereas
others may be brief essays. But we respect the opportunity and
responsibility to tell each tale as clearly and truthfully as we can.”

SCA Newsletter 46(2)
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Liaison Reports, continued
Society for Historical Archaeology (SHA) Liaison Report
Submitted by Karen K. Swope

The Society for Historical Archaeology (SHA) will
hold its 46th Annual Conference on Historical and
Underwater Archaeology January 9–12, 2013, at the
University of Leicester, United Kingdom. The
conference theme is “Globalization, Immigration, and
Transformation,” and the Call for Papers is open until
July 10, 2012. Information about the conference is
available at
http://www.sha.org/meetings/annual_meetings.cfm,
and the online abstract submission and conference
registration
system
can
be
accessed
at
https://www.conftool.com/sha2013/.
Following is another installment in a series of reports
on the 19 founding members of the Society for
Historical Archaeology who resided in California
when SHA was formed in 1967.
Martha I. Symes
Martha Symes was a graduate student at
the University of California, Santa
Barbara (UCSB) when she became a
founding SHA member. As I prepared
this report, I corresponded with Ms.
Symes and learned of her contributions
in archaeology. The bulk of her research
has been done in Florida, New York,
and Oaxaca, though she currently
resides in California and continues to do
research there. When we spoke late last
year, she had completed a land
management plan for the Matilija Hot
Springs in Ventura County. The Ventura
County Watershed Protection District
acquired the property “to preserve and protect the
open space, and the natural and scenic values of the
site, to use the property for public recreation, and to
prevent any uses of the site that will significantly
impair or interfere with those purposes” (Ventura
County Watershed Protection District 2011:4). Symes
is currently preparing a National Register of Historic
Places nomination for the 1889 post office building at
the site. The hot springs, designated Ventura County
Cultural Landmark No. 25, were developed as a resort
in 1887.
The original development was a tent site with
the post office, a building for bathing in the
SCA Newsletter 46(2)

hot springs including a bath house facility
with some dorm rooms; an enclosure for
bathing in the cold springs (much less
elaborate and, at one point, simply an old
cast-iron bathtub); a stable; and a bowling
alley. After the post office closed in 1916,
they converted the building into a
restaurant/store and added a dance hall which
eventually became a dining hall. There was
actually a regular stage coach route to bring
visitors to the spa from the railroad in San
Buenaventura
(Symes,
personal
communication 2011).
Symes received a BA and MA in Anthropology from
the University of Florida. She was a Ford Foundation
Masters Fellow for three years, and received a
National Defense Education Act Title VI Fellowship
in Spanish. She spent one year as a
graduate student at UCSB and
completed coursework toward a
Ph.D. in anthropology at the
University of Arizona. She received
the honor of Woman of the Year
from the Salamanca, New York,
Chamber of Commerce.
Symes was Assistant Professor at
Western Washington University,
Bellingham, and at Jamestown
Community College, Olean, New
York, teaching a variety of courses
in archaeology, cultural and physical
anthropology, women’s studies, and
grantsmanship and fundraising. She served as Program
Director of the Native American Student Program at
the University of Colorado Denver Center, and was
Budget Director for the Seneca Nation of Indians,
New York. Symes was a member of the Zonta
International Salamanca Chapter, and served one year
as president. Zonta is a global organization of
executives and professionals seeking to advance the
status of women worldwide “by improving the legal,
political, economic, educational, health and
International 2010). professional status of women at
the global and local levels through service and
advocacy” (Zonta International 2010).
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Liaison Reports, continued
SHA Liaison Report,

Continued

Over the years, Symes has held numerous museum
positions, including Director and Museum Shop
Manager for both the Seneca-Iroquois National
Museum, Allegany Indian Reservation, Salamanca,
New York, and the Salamanca Rail Museum in
Salamanca, New York. She was Chair of the Board of
Trustees for the Rail Museum. She was a member of
the International Committee on Archaeology,
International Council on Museums, Paris, France, and
a member of the Museum Store Association, Newport
Beach, California. She was a member of the Board of
Trustees for both the Cattaraugus County Museum,
Little Valley, New York, and the Hanford Mills
Museum, East Meredith, New York. Symes also
served as Chair of the Development Committee and
member of the Finance Committee for the Hanford
Mills Museum.
Currently, Martha Symes works as a Grant Specialist
for the County of Ventura Watershed Protection
District, Ventura, California, where she functions as
the Grants Administrator, Policy Analyst, and
Researcher (Charity Channel 2012). Photograph
provided by Martha Symes.
Partial Bibliography of Symes’ Archaeology
Publications
1965

(with M. E. Stephens) A-272, The Fox Pond Site,
Florida Anthropologist 18(2):65–76.

Indian Reservation. Seneca-Iroquois National Museum,
Salamanca, New York.
1983

(With Kathleen Allen) Cultural Resource Investigation of
Replacement of Versailles Plank Bridge over Cattaraugus
Creek, Cattaraugus Indian Reservation. Prepared for
Allegany State Park. On file, New York State Historic
Preservation Office, Albany, New York.

1985

American Indians and Protective Legislation. In Papers in
Anthropology, Muriel Crespi and Timothy Bought,
editors. University of Oklahoma Press, Norman.

1985

Cultural Resource Investigation of The Summit Site,
Allegany State Park. Prepared for Allegany State Park.
On file, New York State Historic Preservation Office,
Albany, New York.

1985

Cultural Resource Investigation of The Quaker School
Site, Allegany State Park. Prepared for Allegany State
Park. On file, New York State Historic Preservation
Office, Albany, New York.

1987

Cultural Resource Investigation of the Lima Manor
Property, Lima, New York. Prepared for Allegany State
Park. On file, New York State Historic Preservation
Office, Albany, New York.

1995

[3 encyclopedia entries] “Alice Lee Jemison,”
“Hiawatha,” and “Cornplanter.” In Notable Native
Americans, Sharon Malinowski and George H. J. Abrams,
editors. Gale Research, Detroit, Michigan.

2005

[2 encyclopedia entries] “Cornplanter,” and “Alice Lee
Jemison.” In The Encyclopedia of New York State, Peter
Eisenstadt, editor. Syracuse University Press, Syracuse.
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Meeting Reports and Minutes
Executive Board Meeting Minutes, March 29, 2012
Submitted by Michelle C. St. Clair-Jerman, SCA Secretary
Attendees:
Jennifer Farquhar (President)
Glenn Gmoser (Immediate Past-President)
Michael Newland (President Elect)
Adie Whitaker (Northern California Vice President)
Arleen Garcia-Herbst (Southern California Vice
President)
John Burge (Treasurer)
Michelle St.Clair-Jerman (Secretary)
Denise Wills (Business Office)
Meeting brought to order at 9:15 am at Town and
Country Resort, San Diego, California.
Student Paper: Jennifer Farquhar moves to award the
Student Paper award to Kristina M. Gill. Michael
Newland seconds. The Board unanimously approves.
The title of the paper is “The Importance of Plants on
the Northern Channel Islands: Terrestrial Roots as a
Highly Ranked Food Source,” and the award will be
presented at the Banquet.
Fund Raising: Rich Olson reported on fundraising
efforts for the 2012 Annual Meeting. He has gotten
new companies and individuals to donate money this
year. Also, the OHP grant was acquired ($5,000). A
total of $16,550 has been raised for the 2012
Meeting.

Committee Reports: There were no committee
updates.
CASSP MOU: Glenn Gmoser turned over the file on
the CASSP MOU to Jennifer Farquhar. Jennifer is
going to work with Rick Fitzgerald (upcoming
President-elect) to get the MOU completely signed.
Proposal for Baja Research Grant: Eric Ritter has a
granting mechanism that will only accept a third-party
proposal to fund Baja isotope research (project with
INAH). He is wondering if there is an agency/group,
etc., that will administer the grant, such as the SCA.
The Board would like to see a grant proposal from Eric
with more information.
Standards and Ethics Committee: Christine
McCollum updated the Board on the activities of the
Standards and Ethics Committee.
Site Conservation Committee Presentation: John
Foster and Corey Wilkins made a Site Conservation
Committee presentation to the Board. TAC has secured
two archaeo-logical sites in California and is working
on at least 40 others. Jennifer Farquhar volunteered to
be the liaison to the Site Conservation Com-mittee.

Treasurer’s Report/Suggested
Bifurcation of Duties:
Business Report: Denise Wills presented an
John passed around the Treasurer’s
updated Business Report to the Board. There
Report that included balance sheet
are 651 people pre-registered for the 2012
and profit and loss statement. John
Meeting (42% regular, 28% student, and 14%
suggests hiring a fiscal agent for the
seniors). Membership is doing well. A total of
Society. Adie Whitaker suggests the
300 new members has registered, many of
agent to be on a two-year contract,
which are students. The SCA has
same as the Treasurer’s term. John
approximately 1,100 members.
also needs to establish a budget for
this person’s responsibilities. John
Michelle St- ClairJerman and
Shell Bead Book: Jennifer Farquhar John Burge. Photo by Stella
Burge passed around the Treasurer’s
presented the Board with the proposed
Report that included balance sheet
contract from Left Coast Press, Inc. for the shell bead
and profit and loss statement. John suggests hiring a
book printing. Jennifer Farquhar moves that SCA
fiscal agent for the Society. Adie Whitaker suggests
publish the shell bead book as proposed from Left
the agent to be on a 2-year contract the same as the
Coast Press. Michael Newland seconds. The Board
Treasurer’s term. The Board asked John to prepare a
unanimously approves.
proposal for bifurcating the treasurer's duties and to
prepare a budget for the fiscal agent's responsibilities.
SCA Newsletter 46(2)
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Meeting Reports and
Minutes, continued

Executive Board Meeting
March 29, 2012, Continued
Website: Stella D’Oro made a presentation to the
Board about the SCA website. She presented a
proposed SCA Outreach website mock-up. There is
interest in updating the look of the website but not the
links. Stella submits a proposed budget for her work to
the Board. Adie Whitaker moves to approve Stella
D’Oro’s proposed website budget. Michael Newland
seconds. Board unanimously approves.
Board Manual: Michael Newland is the next person
to update the Board Manual. Jennifer Farquhar to
contact Melanie Beasley and Denise Wills about
arranging a Board Manual update meeting to include
Adie Whitaker, Liz Clevenger, and Michelle St.Clair.
Michelle St.Clair to continue tracking Board Manual
updates and turns these over to the Board when
complete. Denise Wills will give the new Board
members a copy of the SCA Board Manual.

Proposal to Develop Women’s Interest Group:
Seetha Reddy made a presentation to the Board about
creating a group similar to the SAA Women’s Interest
Group. This would be a networking, mentoring group,
and support for women in archaeology. Jennifer
Farquhar suggests that Seetha put together a proposal
for the Board at the next meeting.
INAH Meeting Proposal: Michelle St.Clair and Liz
Clevenger to seek out Bill Eckhardt at the meeting to
find out his progress on the INAH proposal for the
2013 meeting.
Climate Change: Michael Newland has sign-up
information at the current meeting for conducting the
survey of Marin County. Sign-up will be available after
Michael’s presentation on Saturday. The survey for
140 miles of land in Marin County is ready to go.
Michael plans to finish Marin County this year and
then focus on Monterey, San Diego, and Del Norte
counties for next year.
Jennifer Farquhar moves to adjourn the meeting.
Michelle St.Clair seconds it. Board unanimously
approves.
Meeting adjourned at 2:35 pm.

Annual Business Meeting Minutes, March 31, 2012
Submitted by Michelle C. St. Clair, SCA Secretary
Attendees:
Open Meeting and Executive Board present
Meeting brought to order at 3:00 pm at Town and
Country Resort, San Diego, California.
Introductions of the Existing Board: Jennifer
Farquhar introduced the Board members.
Committee and Liaison Thank You: Jennifer
Farquhar thanked Committee and Liaison members
that were present.
Treasurer’s Report: John Burge made a presentation
about the financial status of the Society. The Society is
doing well financially. Melanie Beasley will work
directly with John on final payment for the San Diego
Annual Meeting. Tom Origer asked if the Society is
using credit cards to get cash-back payments. Society
is not currently using a credit card, but Jennifer and
John will look into it and report back at the next Board
Meeting.
SCA Newsletter 46(2)

2013 Meeting Planning: Michelle St.Clair, 2013
Local Arrangements Chair, and Liz Clevenger,
Programs Chair, presented information on planning for
the 2013 Meeting in Berkeley. A theme for 2013 and
the Plenary Session is already under way. The Silent
Auction location has been secured at the Lawrence
Hall of Science, and there are plans for a student
luncheon and Native American luncheon. Michelle and
Liz asked for volunteers and suggestions for the
plenary speakers.
Business Office Update: Denise Wills presented
information on the Business Office report. More than
650 people pre-registered and more than 750 people
attended the meeting. Membership is up to 1,100
members. Denise is anticipating up to 1,400 members.
There were 510 tickets sold for the 2012 Silent
Auction. Melanie Beasley has a rough estimate of the
Silent Auction money raised at around $5,571.50.
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Meeting Reports and Minutes, continued
Annual Business Meeting,
Continued

Committee Reports:
CASSP: Beth Padon gave an update on CASSP. Two
volunteers from CASSP will be honored tonight at the
banquet. Beth passed around the CASSP Annual
Report for 2011 at the meeting. Beth asked people to
send letters in support of the CASSP grant. Workshops
are planned for April, May, August, and September
2012. More information can be found on the SCA
website about CASSP and the workshops planned.

Standards and Ethics: Ann-Marie Medin talked about
a draft Professional Standards outline that the
committee has come up with and will be presenting to
the SHRC. Ann-Marie also talked about Native
American presence at the Standards and Ethics
committee.
Meeting adjourned at 3:53 pm.

CAMMP: Tom Origer gave an update on the CAMMP
committee. He announced the Annual Meeting
locations for 2013 in Berkeley, 2014 in Visalia, and
2015 in Redding. CAMMP is currently looking at a
southern California location for 2016. Melanie Beasley
discussed plans under way for an updated Annual
Meeting Manual that will be provided to the CAMMP
committee and the Board in July 2012.
Fundraising and Grants: Rich Olson presented on the
Fundraising and Grants committee. Rich doesn’t think
the pre-registration forms are working as well as they
have in the past. Approximately $17,000 was raised for
the 2012 Annual Meeting, including the $5,000 OHP
grant.
Archaeology Month: Adie Whitaker met with Ann
Marie Cox, who is the Archaeology Month chair. The
Archaeology Month committee is working on
implementing the SHRC White Papers regarding
Public Outreach for the 2012 Archaeology Month in
October.
Site Preservation: First meeting of the Site
Preservation committee was held at the Annual
Meeting on Saturday. Cory Wilkins, representing The
Archaeological Conservancy (TAC), is serving on the
committee with Michael Sampson. There are three
goals for the committee: (1) to provide TAC with new
archaeological sites; (2) to make connections to
CASSP or other site stewardship programs; and (3) to
let CRM companies know that TAC has another option
for site preservation and possible mitigation for
projects.
SCA Newsletter 46(2)

SCA Business Office Manager, Denise Wills. Photograph by Stella
D’Oro..
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Meeting Reports and Minutes, continued
Executive Board Meeting Minutes, April 1, 2012
Submitted by Maggie Trumbly, SCA Secretary
Attendees:
Michael Newland (President)
Jennifer Farquhar (Immediate Past-President)
Greg Collins (Northern California Vice President)
Arleen Garcia-Herbst (Southern California Vice
President)
John Burge (Treasurer)
Maggie Trumbly (Secretary)
Denise Wills (Business Office)
Melanie Beasley (Local Arrangements Chair 2012)
Brian Codding and Nathan Stevens (Co-Programs
Chairs 2012)
Michelle St.Clair (Local Arrangements Chair 2013)
Liz Clevenger (Programs Chair 2013)
Meeting brought to order at 9:00 am at Town and
Country Resort, San Diego, California.
Welcome new board members, introductions,
duties: Tom Origer welcomed new
board members Greg Collins and
Maggie Trumbly. He discussed the
importance of history as the new
board takes over. He encouraged
everyone to read the executive
manual.
California Journal Update (Terry
Jones): Terry Jones provided an
update and overview of the journal,
California Archaeology. Terry has
been the editor for 4 years,
currently in his 2nd term, which will
likely be his last term. He indicated
the journal is in good shape for
articles for the rest of the year.
Terry reported out on the potential
of doing a third yearly volume or
“special” edition of the Journal.

AM 2012 debriefing (Melanie Beasely): Melanie
reported on the 2012 Annual Meeting. There were
almost 800 members registered for the meeting and we
had 280 papers this year. Denise Wills asked if there a
point that we want to start limiting papers, indicating
the program was very large this year. In the future, as a
function of printing costs, the board or meeting
organizers may want to cut out abstracts from the
program or make the printed program optional.
Jennifer Farquhar indicated that it most likely will be
driven by venue. Greg Collins indicated the Far
Western on-line schedule was great; in the future
having an online option linked to our SCA Website
would be beneficial. The Silent Auction sold 510
tickets. The hotel was happy with the number of rooms
booked and has asked the SCA
back for future meetings.
Workshops: Melanie discussed
the osteology workshops. The two
osteology workshops sold out very
quickly.
Some
participants
commented they would like an all
day workshop. In the future,
members have indicated they
would like a more advanced
osteology class.

Terry Jones and Mitch Allen. Photograph by
Stella D’Oro.

AM 2013 update (Michelle St. Clair & Liz
Clevenger): Michelle St. Clair and Liz Clevenger
updated the board on the 2013 Annual meeting plan.
Liz Clevenger indicated the next AM theme will be
looking forward and dealing with social, political and
economic issues of today. They are currently looking
for topics that range from climate change, racism, and
SCA Newsletter 46(2)

other topics. Michelle is working on local
arrangements and indicated that many people have
volunteered to help with the organization.

Brian Codding and Nathan
Stevens, the 2012 co-programs
chair, said that they will be
following up with Liz Clevenger
on the program help make
improvements for 2013.

CAMMP contracts—Redding, Pasadena: Tom
Origer indicated CAMMP’s charter is to plan for 3-4
years out for Annual meetings. The 2014 Annual
Meeting will be in Visalia; Kristina Roper is the local
arrangement chair. The 2015 Annual Meeting will be
in Redding. Jennifer Farquhar indicated that the first
order of business for the President Elect that should be
to pick the team for their meeting.
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Meeting Reports and
Minutes, continued

Executive Board Meeting,

April 1, 2012

Continued

The location for the 2016 annual meeting has not been
chosen since the SAAs have not set their 2016 date.
CAMMP is currently looking at Pasadena, but they
have also received a proposal from Town & Country
in San Diego.
A current CAMMP goal is to keep room costs down,
as this is very important to keep the young people
coming. We may be able to pay for breakout rooms
and to help keep the room rates down. Room cost is
really our big issue and we need to make it affordable.
SCA Committee and Liaisons
Board responsibilities (Michael Newland): Michael
Newland passed out an SCA organization chart to the
Board. He indicated that it is the responsibility of each
board member to check in with their assigned
committees, liaisons, and task forces. Some people are
very good about doing updates, but it’s important to
check earlier than just a before a board meeting.
Standards and Ethics (Jennifer Darcangelo):
Jennifer Darcangelo reported out on the Standards and
Ethics committee and indicated the committee had a
very productive meeting. There is a lot of enthusiasm
on the committee, so currently they are focusing on a
few things. First, get clear on what the board wants
them to do. Second, set up roles and responsibilities of
the committee members. Third, determine how the
committee interacts with the rest of the society. The
committee will also be looking at the best way they
can liaison with Archaeological Resources Committee
of the State Historical Resources Commission.

October 6th. Greg will look at State Park Facilities in
Marin County.
Schedule upcoming board meetings: The next
Executive Board Meeting to be held in Chico on July
7th and 8th, 2012. The following meeting will be
October 2nd, 2012 in conjunction with the Southern
California Data Sharing meeting. The following
meeting will be onsite in Berkeley at the Doubletree
Marina (time in January 2013 TBD at the July 2012
meeting).
Arch Month: Working on identifying county reps,
and will try to decentralize the committee a bit to get
more people on the ground.
Committee Assignments: Arleen Garcia-Herbst
asked to have the Student Affairs Committee report to
the southern VP. The board may look for new
volunteers if committee people are not responding
and/or not interested in continuing their positions.
Special Events: If board members are requested to
attend special events, it will need to be cleared by the
entire board. A vote will be required.
Michael Newland moved to adjourn the meeting,
Jennifer Farquhar seconds it. Board unanimously
approves.
Meeting adjourned at 11:15am.

The board indicated the committee should be focusing
on the White Papers and the draft professional
qualifications.
Data Sharing Meetings (Arleen and Greg): The data
sharing meetings are being scheduled around the Great
Basin Meetings, the 17th-20th of October. Arleen
Garcia-Herbst will host the Southern Data Sharing
November 3rd; most likely it will be in San Diego.
Greg Collins will host the Northern Data Sharing on
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Reproduction of rock art seen in the San Diego Museum of
Man during the 2012 SCA Silent Auction. Photograph by
Stella D’Oro.
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Meeting Reports and Minutes, continued
2012 Meeting Summary and Thanks
Submitted by Jennifer Farquhar

Many thank to all who contributed to make this
meeting such a great success! A summary of the
meeting finances is provided below. Just fewer than
800 individuals registered for the meeting: almost a
third were student members! The Silent Auction held
at the San Diego Museum of Man was a huge success
with more than 500 attendees and over 300 items
donated for the event. Auctioned items added $5,290
to meeting revenue. Even the banquet made money
this year, due in part I am sure, to our distinguished
Keynote Speaker, Dr. Ian Hodder.
During the awards ceremony, the following were
honored for their contributions to California
Archaeology:

Golden Shovel Award: Michael "Bucky" Buxton.
Mark
Raymond
Harrington
Award
Conservation Archaeology: Greg Greenway.

for

Martin A. Baumhoff Special Achievement Award:
Randy T. Milliken, Al Schwitalla, and Pacific Legacy
Thomas F. King Award for Excellence in Cultural
Resource Management: Michael P. Sampson
California Indian Heritage Preservation Award:
Gregg Castro
Lifetime Achievement Award: Andrew Yatsko III

California Indian Scholarships: William Madrigal,
Jakki Kehl, Brandy Doering, Reba Fuller, Gabriel
Kitchen, Cheryl Zohm, and Doreen Dishman were the
scholarship recipients.
Outstanding Student Paper: Kristina Gill
Certificate of Appreciation: Suzanne and Jon
McBride;

I’d like to express a sincere thank you to all who
donated time, money, and resources for the meeting.
The level of commitment exhibited by the Program
and Local Arrangement Chairs, the planning
committee, volunteers, donors, and underwriters was
extraordinary. Please take a moment to note the list of
meeting contributors and consider getting involved in
the 2013 meeting in Berkeley!

James A. Bennyhoff Memorial Fund Award:
Devin L. Snyder
SCA 2012 Conference: Summary of Revenue
Description
Meeting Registration
Silent Auction Tickets
Silent Auction Proceeds
Banquet Tickets
Underwriting
Program Ads
Book Room
Audio/Visual

Income
$45,500.00
$22,155.00
$5,290.00
$12,975.00
$16,200.00
$1,015.00
$3,310.00

Program/Printing
Totals
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$106,445.00

Expense

$(3,720.00)

Balance
$45,500.00
$9,557.00
$5,290.00
$2,532.00
$16,200.00
$1,015.00
$3,310.00
$(3,720.00)

$(7,653.00)

$(7,653.00)

$(34,414.00)

$72,031.00

$(12,598.00)
$(10,443.00)
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Meeting Reports and Minutes, continued
2012 Meeting Summary and Thanks,
Conference Planning Committee
Local Arrangements Chair – Melanie Beasley
Program Chairs – Brian Codding and Nathan Stevens
Silent Auction Coordinators – Carie Montero and Maggie Trumbly
Volunteer Coordinator – Shannon Black
Bookroom/Vendor Coordinator – Mikael Fauvelle
AV Coordinator – Gregory Burns
Underwriting Coordinator – Richard Olson
Registration Coordinator – Elizabeth Scott-Jones

continued

SCA President, Michael Newland
with Past-President, Glenn Gmoser.
Photograph by Stella D’Oro.

The SCA thanks those listed below. Your contributions made the reception a success!
Volunteers:
Darren Andolina
Erica Arrowsmith
Michelle Blake
Cristie Boone
Ryan Brady
Gregory Burns
Susan Cook
Joanmarie Del Vecchio
Tricia Dodds
Nick Doose
Anna Fritschi
Cecilio Garcia
Mary Gerbic
Greg Greenberg
Annamarie Guerrero
Ginny Hagensieker
Christine Lambert
Zaira Marquez
Suzanne Moramarco
Racheal Myrick
Ryan Nesbit
Eugenie Newton
Joseph Ortiz

Patricia Paramore
Grecia Perez
Tony Schumacher
Dana Shew
Donna Sideman
Alana Springer
Jenifer Watts
Samantha West
Book Room Vendors:
American Cultural Resources
Association (ACRA)
Arcadia Publishing
Baja Indigenous Artists
Big C:Dino-Lite Scopes
Center for Archaeological
Research at Davis (CARD)
California Archaeological Site
Stewardship Program
Coyote Press
D & D Osteological Services
Eliot Werner Publications

Underwriters and Donors:
AECOM
Albion – Jennifer Farquhar
Agua Caliente Band of Cahuilla Indians – Patti Tuck
Applied Earth Works, Inc
Archaeology History and Museums Division, California
State Parks - Richard Fitzgerald
Susan Arter and Ahron Sasson
ASM Affiliates, Inc.
The Basket Tree - Paul Quent and Kathy Martinez
Basin Research
SCA Newsletter 46(2)

Heyday Books
Institute for Canine Forensics
Left Coast Press
Loggerhead Navigation
Louis Collins Rare Books
Mesa Technical Obsidian Designs
Olympus Innov-x
Pacific Coast Archaeological
Society
Past to Present Programs &
Trading Post
San Diego County Archaeological
Society
Santa Cruz Archaeological
Society
Scientific Research, Inc. (SRI)
Society for Historic Archaeology
UCLA Cotsen Institute of
Archaeology
University of Utah Press
Waqaq Art

Christina Baxter
Tina Biorn and Mark Basgall
Bureau of Land Management
Brian F. Smith and Associates
Caltrans
Richard Carrico
Central Coast Archaeological Research
Compass Rose Archaeological, Inc.
Consultants
Cogstone
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Meeting Reports and Minutes, continued
2012 Meeting Summary and Thanks,
Underwriters and Donors (continued):
CSU Channel Islands , Colleen Delaney-Rivera
William Eckhardt Janet Eidsness
Elliot Werner Publications
ESA
Ethnic Arts
Far Western Anthropological Research Group
Foothill Resources – Julia Costello & Judith Marvin
Gerry Gates
George Small Photography
Gordon Ag – Mary A. Gorden
ICF International
Terry Jones
Henry Koerper
L. Darling Corp.
Left Coast Press
Leoness Cellars – Amanda Livaudais
Marshalltown – Kim Haley
Maturango Museum
Nancy Small Designs
National Forest Service
Needles and Shuttle Tatting - Carolyn Groves
Office of Historic Preservation
Origer & Associates

continued

Sannie & Daniel Osborn
Lee Panich
Janet Pape
PAR Environmental –J.G. & M.L. Maniery
Phoenix Obsidian Designs - Susan Gleason
Adrian & Mary Praetzellis
Eric and Dale Ritter
Glenn Russell and Lynn Gamble
Eva Salazar
Salinan T'rowt'raahl Indigenous Community
Scientific Resource Surveys, Inc
Sierra Valley Cultural Planning – Kristina Roper
Carrie Smith
Southern California Edison
Statistical Research, Inc. – Mary Bowen
Bill Stillman
Keith Syda
Maggie Trumbly
URS Corporation San Diego Cultural Resources Team
USACE
Barbara Voss
USDA Mendocino National Forest – Barbara White
The Wine Encounter
Erik Zaborsky and Candace Ehringer

Immediate Past-President, Jennifer Farquhar passes the buck to newly-elected President, Michael Newland. Photograph by Trudy Haversat and
Gary S. Breschini (left). An overview of the student mixer in the Lion Plaza at the San Diego Town and Country. Photograph by Stella D’Oro
(middle). Trish Fernandez. Photograph by Stella D’Oro (right).
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SCA News

The 2012 Martin A. Baumhoff Special Achievement Award
Submitted by Richard E. Hughes

Lillard, Heizer, and Fenenga (1939) published the
first basic typology for central California shell beads.
This work was followed in 1947 by E. W. Gifford’s
Californian Shell Artifacts, which added better
descriptions and illustrations. At that time, however,
time ranges for the various types of beads
encountered in California archaeological sites were
far from clear.
In the mid-1950s, a Berkeley graduate student, James
Bennyhoff, began what would become a lifelong
study of the description and time/space distribution of
California shell beads and their occurrences in
archaeological sites throughout the Far West. A
notable example of Bennyhoff’s early work was
“Cross-Dating Great Basin Sites by Californian Shell
Beads” (Bennyhoff and Heizer 1958), which showed,
for the first time, that finer chronological resolution
for Great Basin sites containing beads could be
derived by appeal to dated occurrences of the same
types in California. Some years later, dissatisfied
with the existing alphanumeric nomenclature and the
vague type descriptions and poor dating of the
original bead typologies, Bennyhoff and David
Fredrickson collaborated in the mid-1960s to
improve bead descriptions and to generate some
metric criteria to be applied to recognize and
distinguish among different classes of beads
(Bennyhoff and Fredrickson 1967). This work
circulated widely in manuscript form but was never
published.

bead types known from California (see also Hughes
and Bennyhoff 1986).
Some years later, Randy Milliken began working
closely with Bennyhoff and discovered that
differences could be identified within some bead
types once considered to be a single type. He began
working on revisions of certain bead type
descriptions, incorporating new information derived
from AMS dating of individual beads (see, for
example, Milliken et al. 2007; Hughes and Milliken
2007). Beginning nearly 20 years ago (in 1993), Al
Schwitalla had the idea to create exact replica casts of
all the bead types in the Bennyhoff and Hughes
monograph and partnered with Milliken, who
provided up-to-date revisions of bead descriptions
and refined dating in California. Pacific Legacy, Inc.
generously funded the project, which included a
written handbook (California and Great Basin
Olivella Shell Bead Guide) and a separate replica kit
with life-size examples of each bead type. The final
product, issued in 2009, was a truly remarkable
collaborative undertaking, many years in the making,
and a very special and outstanding contribution to
California archaeology.
Consequently, it gives me real pleasure to present the
Society for California Archaeology’s 2012 Martin A.
Baumhoff Special Achievement Award to Randy
Milliken, Al Schwitalla, and Pacific Legacy, Inc.
References

In 1982, David Hurst Thomas asked Bennyhoff to
describe and write a short section for Thomas’s
monograph on the archaeology of Gatecliff Shelter,
Nevada. This descriptive piece was completed and
published (Bennyhoff and Hughes 1983), but in the
process it became clear to Bennyhoff that a thorough
revision of his earlier work was in order because a
wealth of new information on dating and time/space
bead distributions had accrued in California and the
Great Basin. The result of Bennyhoff’s effort
appeared in a classic monograph titled Shell Bead
and Ornament Networks Between California and the
Western Great Basin (Bennyhoff and Hughes 1987),
which provided—for the first time—metric criteria
and temporal significance for all the major Olivella
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Bennyhoff, J. A., and R. F. Heizer
1958
Cross-Dating Great Basin Sites by Californian
Shell Beads. University of California
Archaeological Survey Reports 42:60–92.
Berkeley.
Bennyhoff, J. A., and D. A. Fredrickson
1967
A Typology of Shell and Stone Beads from
Central California. Unpublished manuscript.
Bennyhoff, J. A., and R. E. Hughes
1983
Material Culture of Gatecliff Shelter: Shell Beads
and Ornaments. In The Archaeology of Monitor
Valley: 2. Gatecliff Shelter, edited by David Hurst
Thomas, pp. 290–296. Anthropological Papers of
the American Museum of Natural History, Vol.
59(1). New York.
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Baumhoff Award,
1987
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Shell Bead and Ornament Exchange Networks
Between California and the Western Great Basin.
Anthropological Papers of the American Museum
of Natural History, Vol. 64(2). New York.

Gifford, E. W.
1947
Californian Shell Artifacts. University of
California Anthropological Records 9(1).
Berkeley.
Hughes, R. E., and J. A. Bennyhoff
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Early Trade. In Great Basin, edited by W. L.
d’Azevedo, pp. 238–255. Handbook of North
American Indians. Vol. 11, W. C. Sturtevant,
general editor. Smithsonian Institution,
Washington, D.C.
Hughes, R. E., and R. Milliken
2007
Prehistoric Material Conveyance. In California
Prehistory: Colonization, Culture, and
Complexity, edited by T. L. Jones and K. A. Klar,
pp. 259–271. AltaMira Press, Lanham, MD.
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1939
An Introduction to the Archeology of Central
California. Sacramento Junior College,
Department of Anthropology, Bulletin 2.
Milliken, R., R. T. Fitzgerald, M. G. Hylkema, R. Groza, T.
Origer, D. G. Bieling, A. Leventhal, R. S. Wiberg, A. Gottsfield,
D. Gillette, V. Bellifemine, E. Strother, R. Cartier, and D. A.
Fredrickson
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Punctuated Culture Change in the San Francisco
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Lanham, MD.

2012 Excellence in
Preservation Award

Submitted by Aaron Sasson
The City of San Diego’s Historical Resources Board
selected the study of avian remains from the San
Diego Presidio, carried out by the San Diego
Zooarchaeology Lab (Susan Arter and Aaron
Sasson), as a recipient of a 2012 Excellence in
Historic Preservation Award. The Awards ceremony
was held Thursday, May 24, 2012. The abstract of
their study is presented below.
The First Chicken Burrito in Western North
America: A Zooarchaeological Study of Avian
Remains from the San Diego Presidio
A pilot study of avian remains from the San Diego
Presidio, the first European settlement in western
North America, has begun to shed light on late
eighteenth-century chicken husbandry. From
specimens recovered archaeologically and stored for
decades, 21 avian species were identified. Of these,
18 are wild, including sandhill crane, bald eagle,
hawks, ravens, crows, and various duck species.
Domestic fowl include turkey, goose, and abundant
chicken. Analysis of chicken bones points to
systematic chicken husbandry. Medullary bone
reflects egg production and consumption of postproductive egg-laying hens. Metric analyses reflect
more than one breed of chicken. Chicken skeletal
elements reflect consumption of all meat-bearing
portions.

Olivella G1 Bead Information
Gary Breschini of Coyote Press is
looking for information for a research
project on the temporal span of
Olivella G1 beads (tiny saucers). If
anyone has AMS radiocarbon dates
on this bead type, please email the
relevant data to:

Presidio raptors include bald eagle, red-shouldered hawk, redtailed hawk, and barn owl which may have been hunted or were
shot to protect the chickens. Figure courtesy of the authors.

Gary S. Breschini
Coyote@coyotepress.com
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SCA News, continued
SCA Observations

Submitted by Renee Garcia
My name is Renee Garcia, and I am a professor of
anthropology at Saddleback College in Mission
Viejo, California. Perhaps it is because I continue to
teach the courses that make up what we consider
holistic anthropology that I can see the incredible
challenges in California archaeology.
I first noticed the gap between Native Americans and
archaeologists by the second day of the conference
during the “Bridging the Cultural Divide” session,
which ironically was located on the opposite side of
the resort (talk about divide); this was completely
symbolic of the problem as I saw it in the following
days of the conference.
During this session, it seemed that all present were on
the same page; that is, I didn’t notice very many
archaeologists in the room, certainly not as many as
should have been involved considering the subjects
of their research.
Saturday presented another opportunity for
interaction between archaeologists and tribal
members; again, present were people who had
already demonstrated their interest in working
together, yet most of the archaeologists were in a
session titled “The Contributions of Malcolm J.
Rogers to the Development of California
Archaeology.”
Rogers
himself
practiced
ethnoarchaeology: the “ethno” part of this word is
incredibly important. What would his work have
been without the contributions of the native people?
From my perspective, which is one of teaching
anthropology, including archaeology, it seems that
the behavior of viewing Native Americans as study
populations still exists. Of course, in cultural
anthropology this happens all the time; what would
ethnographies be without the living people? So, why
then is it acceptable among archaeologists to ignore a
living population representing your study group?
Certainly, we can draw cultural similarities between
living and deceased populations, which is done in
archaeology as well as human evolution. We couldn’t
do it otherwise.
As a person with nothing to lose (that is, I don't
practice archaeology in the United States), I suggest
SCA Newsletter 46(2)

both parties need to make an effort to change. No
scientific discipline, in my opinion, has more
difficulty with relinquishing outdated paradigms than
archaeology. Look how long it took to accept the
longevity of native people’s presence in North
America.
It is disturbing that after all these years, there is a still
a lack of communication between the scientists and
tribal people. Do archaeologists not recall the
meaning of cultural relativism? This isn’t a term for
the past, but for the present. Archaeologists in
training must be taught that the information they
study is not from dead populations, as in the Gauls of
France, or the Homo ergaster in Africa. In fact, why
are there no courses in archaeology that require
students to learn how to work with tribal members?
Or understanding native cultures from an emic
perspective?
Archaeology in California is not like archaeology
anywhere else. Not only are the native peoples still
alive in California, but in many cases there is little
time to do long-term research at a site because the
main reason for the abundance of artifacts that need
to be managed is development.
It seems that the issue is based on the lack of
appreciation and respect of both some archaeologists
for tribal people, but also tribal members for some
archaeologists.
Most shocking to me about the conference was the
lack of attendance by professional and graduate
student archaeologists in the sessions chaired by and
about tribal concerns. How can scientists ignore
people who have information on your research? This
is not science. This is incomplete research and must
be addressed by all archaeologists. Even
paleoanthropologists studying Australopithecines
include ethnographic information from living Hazda
populations. All research should include tribal
contributions
whenever
possible.
Regarding
publications, peer reviewers should strongly advise
authors to include relevant information from tribal
members. California archaeologists have a unique
opportunity to learn from Native Americans that
could broaden our understanding of their cultures.
We should not ignore such incredible resources, but
learn to work together for the benefit of all.
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The archaeology of the future cannot be founded on
the past. Kroeber’s ethnocentrism cannot be the basis.

Response to SCA
Observations

Submitted by Michael Newland
Professor Garcia raises several important issues that
should be responded to directly, and I greatly
appreciate her assessment of our meeting. The SCA
always benefits when a thoughtful person from
outside the organization offers their observations on
the structure of the meetings and the nature of the
work we do, and for this I thank Professor Garcia for
taking the time to comment.
In response to the “Bridging the Cultural Divide”
session comments, let me just say that having the
meeting place broken up into two different locations
within the hotel complex was not desirable and was a
concern from the get-go. The conference layout
simply did not fit all of our activities into the one
building, and we chose to go forward with this
location despite the layout drawbacks. I can say that
having the “Bridging the Cultural Divide” session on
the opposite side was in no way intended to separate
one group of members and native representatives
from the rest of the Society. As you note, the “Native
American Perspectives on CRM” symposium was
held on Saturday. I attended the lunch meeting held
between sessions of that symposium; this session was
in a prominent spot, in the middle of the conference
layout, on the most attended day of the conference.
There were many other sessions held on the other
side of the conference, and none of them were placed
there because of some desire to separate them out
from the rest of the conference.
That this session was “preaching to the choir” and
composed mainly of tribal representatives is probably
an accurate observation, and one that, as an
organization, we struggle with. I have participated in,
and attended several of these sessions over the years
and will continue to do so. We obviously cannot
“make” anyone attend these sessions, and the SCA
Executive Board and the Native American Programs
Committee continue to consider how we, as an
organization, can facilitate dialogue between the
tribal
and
archaeological
communities.
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I believe that there are two issues here that are raised
from your letter: SCA’s relationship to how
archaeologists are trained to see living populations,
and SCA’s relationship to how professional
archaeologists engage the living descendants of those
cultures being studied.
Regarding the first issue, increasingly, the SCA
membership has shifted more towards those
practicing cultural resources management (CRM)
versus those individuals working in an academic
setting. I think few would argue against the
observation that most individuals graduating with a
degree in anthropology, with a focus on archaeology,
go into CRM rather than academia. However, the
academic curriculum is still focused on the four-field
approach of anthropology, and classes in cultural
resource legislation, professional ethics, and tribal
and descendant community consultation are either
optional or nonexistent. Part of this disconnect stems
from resistance on the part of academia to recognize
the true career trajectory of its students, but I would
argue that most of it stems from budget cuts, greatly
reduced anthropology departments, and limitations
now set on professors as to what special studies and
internships they are allowed to offer. The Society for
American Archaeology struggles with this as well,
and has recently attempted to rectify at least some of
these issues by publishing a series of excellent books
in the past decade devoted to ethics, tribal
consultation, and public outreach.
In the past two years, the SCA, under the welcome
guidance of Melanie Beasley, has revived the Student
Affairs Committee. I think it is worth emphasizing
here that one of the main goals of this committee is to
provide contacts and training opportunities for
students in academic programs where this support no
longer exists, and I feel strongly that professional
ethics and positive, collaborative tribal consultation is
a key part of that training. With the advent of social
media, the ability for students to meet professional
mentors (both archaeological and tribal) and
coordinate with each other is unprecedented. We are
in a new era.
Regarding the second issue, the relationship to how
professional archaeologists engage the living
descendants of those cultures being studied, as noted
above, the SCA has for many years now had a Native
American Programs Committee (NAPC) that has
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long been guided by the efforts of Janet Eidsness,
Cassandra Henscer, and Gregg Castro. Gregg takes
over the helm of the NAPC this year, and as a
t'rowt'raahl Salinan/rumsien Ohlone tribal member, I
know that he is very aware of the disconnect that
often exists between tribal and “scientific” points of
view of archaeological sites. The SCA offers
scholarships to members of the tribal community to
attend the meetings. Holding annual symposia
wherein we discuss the relationships between tribal
communities and archaeologists has been ongoing for
at least a decade now. As we are the Society for
California Archaeology, and our membership is
primarily archaeologists, all we can do is to continue
to invite the tribal community to our events. We
cannot make our membership go to public events
held by the tribal community, nor can we arrive
uninvited
into
their
discussions
regarding
archaeology, cultural resources management, and
traditional practices. I’ve been very fortunate that, as
SCA President, I have been invited to attend
meetings held by the state Tribal Historic
Preservation Officers and tribal cultural resource
staff. I hope this continues, but it is up to the tribes,
not the archaeologists.
I would argue that most of our members do, in fact,
interact with representatives of the tribal community,
about the archaeology of the tribe’s ancestral sites, on
a weekly, if not daily, basis. Regulations for Section
106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of
1966, as amended, mandates consultation with
federally recognized tribes for federal undertakings.
This has opened doors nationwide to conversations
between archaeologists, federal land and project
managers, state agencies, and tribal governments.
The road has been rocky, some consultations have
gone better than others, but I believe that overall
dialogue between the tribal community and
archaeologists is vastly better than it was, say, 20
years ago. Many of the rich dialogues you mention
do, indeed, happen: they happen in the field, one on
one, between the tribal representative and
archaeologist, about the tribe’s ancestral heritage.
They are not meant for the public. Tribal cultural
resource staff members are increasingly becoming

and, as a result of having to standardize permit and
funding processes, it is trickling over into the
academic world. The general public and, indeed, our
brethren in anthropology departments, would not
necessarily be privy to it. Your frustration is
understandable. Consultation as it stands is far from
perfect, but it occurs regularly, and who attends what
symposium at an annual meeting should not be used
to assess the state of the profession.

How does the practice of
archaeology benefit from faunal
analysis?
Michael Glassow and Terry Joslin, authors of
Exploring Methods of Faunal Analysis:
Insights from California Archaeology address
this question. Contributors to this volume
demonstrate how faunal remains can be used
to
elucidate
subsistence,
settlement,
technological systems, economic exchange,
social organization, adaptation to variability in
resource distribution and abundance, and the
impacts of historic land use. The sheer
prevalence of faunal remains in California
archaeological sites means that most
archaeologists working in the state inevitably
must give these resources their close
attention—and yet methodological challenges
remain. The chapters in this thoughtfully
edited volume tackle these challenges,
providing strategies for identifying and
mitigating sample bias and recommending
quantitative techniques borrowed from a
variety of disciplines. The volume also
presents examples that illustrate the use of
faunal data to test hypotheses derived from
microeconomic theory, the applicability of
bone and shell chemistry to faunal analysis,
and the relevance of faunal data to addressing
issues in biology.

part of the review teams and are increasingly
contributing tribal perspectives to reports. This is all
occurring within the professional sphere of CRM
SCA Newsletter 46(2)
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Submitted by Michelle St. Clair and
Liz Clevenger
Planning for the Annual Meeting 2013 is underway.
The Meeting will be held March 7–10, 2013 at the
Doubletree Marina in Berkeley. We are planning
workshops before the conference and fieldtrips after
the Meeting. We are looking for volunteers to help
with planning and chairing positions. Contact, the
Local Arrangements Chair, Michelle St. Clair
(Stclairjerman@gmail.com), or Liz Clevenger, the
Programs Chair (lclevenger@presidiotrust.gov) for
more information.

SCA Response to
“Archaeology” TV Shows
Submitted by Michael Newland

As many within our membership know, two reality
shows are airing on cable television: “American
Digger” on Spike TV, and “Diggers” on the National
Geographic Channel. Both of these shows follow
treasure hunters digging archaeological sites with the
intent of recovering artifacts for sale. The
introduction of a new show, “Lucky Muckers,” about
individuals hauling artifacts out of the mud along the
Thames, continues to make a bad situation worse.
The SCA publicly denounces these programs. The
excavation of artifacts for sale or personal collection
is clearly against the Society’s Code of Ethical
Guidelines, Section 1.2a: “An archaeologist shall not
collect artifacts or features for the purposes of private
collection, sale of the items, or any other
nonscientific activity.”
The SCA Executive Board has sent letters to both
Spike TV and to National Geographic stating their
opposition to the shows and requesting their removal.
National Geographic’s involvement in this is
particularly disappointing, as historically, National
Geographic Magazine has so often been the public’s
first exposure to archaeology. Their public promotion
of a practice that is against the ethics of every major
professional archaeological organization and the code
of conduct for our field is deeply troubling.
SCA President Michael Newland appeared on the
KQED Perspectives series in March denouncing both
programs
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(http://www.kqed.org/.stream/anon/radio/perspective
s/2012/03/2012-03-20-perspectives.mp3).
Online,
social media pages have been created to protest the
programs.
The Society for American Archaeology (SAA) has
sent letters to National Geographic
(http://www.saa.org/Portals/0/SAA/Press/Diggers.pdf
) and to Spike TV
(http://www.saa.org/Portals/0/SAA/new/American%
20Digger%20Letter%20-%20Spike%20TV.pdf), as
has the Society for Historical Archaeology (SHA)
(http://www.sha.org/blog/index.php/2012/02/moreteaching-moments-national-geographic-televisionsdiggers) denouncing the shows and asking that they
be pulled from the air. In March, American Digger’s
host Ric Savage was ousted from his column in
American Digger Magazine for his promotion of
digging sites to recovery artifacts with the intent of
selling them
(http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2012/03/30/ricsavage-american-digger_n_1392285.html).
The Spike channel is unapologetic, and, in fact,
encourages viewers to go to the SAA website to get a
crash course on the law so that they know where, and
under what conditions, they can loot
(http://www.spike.com/articles/dxkydo/americandigger-3-things-to-do-before-you-dig-for-relics).
National
Geographic
is
likewise
publicly
unapologetic, though it has stated that “[w]e are now
in the process of organizing a more in-depth set of
meetings to explore how we might take more direct
advantage of the archaeology community’s insights
and expertise with programs of this type”
.(http://www.nytimes.com/2012/03/21/arts/television/
spikes-american-digger-draws-concern-fromscholars.html). Their recent episode showing the
recovery of artifacts from Montana’s Old Territorial
Prison clearly illustrates the problem, as reported by
the Society for Historical Archaeology: the Montana
State Archaeologist and State Historic Preservation
Officer responded on March 6th to the February 28th
episode that was filmed at Montana’s National
Register–listed Old Territorial Prison. They
concluded the episode violated state law because the
show did not secure a State Antiquities Permit.
The SCA Executive Board will continue to monitor
the responses of Spike and National Geographic to
public outcry over the shows and will continue to call
for the removal of both, and any similar, programs.
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SCA Calendar of Events
Submitted by Stella D’Oro

Upcoming Events:

Future Annual Meetings:

July 14, 2012
Historical Artifact Identification Workshop or
"What's that thingamajiggy?
The San Diego Archaeological Center will host the
first annual Historical Artifact Identification
Workshop. Interested persons may drop by the
Center's museum and speak with local archaeologists.
Individuals can bring historical items throughout the
event for assistance with identification and dating.
Helpful suggestions will also be made for cataloging
and artifact maintenance. For more information, visit
The San Diego Archaeological Center at
http://www.sandiegoarchaeology.org/

October 18 – 20, 2012
California Council for the Promotion of History
32nd Annual Conference
Woodland, California
http://www.ccphhistoryaction.org/.

August 11-12, 2012
California Archaeological Site Stewardship Program
(CASSP) site stewardship workshop
To become a CASSP volunteer, you must attend a
two-day, training workshop. Pre-registration must be
made no later than the Monday before the workshop.
You may register by phone at (562) 427-3474. The
volunteer training workshop fee is $25 per person.
Attendance usually is limited to 25. For more
information on these workshops, please go to the
CASSP web site at http://www.cassp.org/. This
CASSP initial volunteer training workshop is with
USFS archaeologist John Maher at Lake Tahoe Basin
Management Unit.
October 6, 2012
SCA Northern Data Sharing Meeting
Details to be announced on the SCA website soon.
http://scahome.org/meetings_events/index.html
October 17-20, 2012
33rd Great Basin Anthropological Conference
Harvey’s Lake Tahoe, Stateline, Nevada
http://gbac.whsites.net/meeting.html
November 3, 2012
SCA Southern Data Sharing Meeting
Details to be announced on the SCA website soon.
http://scahome.org/meetings_events/index.html

SCA Newsletter 46(2)

March 7 – 10, 2013
Society for California Archaeology
47th Annual Meeting
Doubletree Marina
Berkeley, California
http://scahome.org/index.html.

The Doubletree Marina. Photo courtesy of
http://www.weddingwire.com

March 21 – 23, 2014
Society for California Archaeology
48th Annual Meeting
Visalia, California
http://scahome.org/index.html.
April 23–27, 2014
Society for American Archaeology
79th Annual Meeting
Austin, Texas
http://www.saa.org
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