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Lester O. White (Mendocino NF), Jim Rock (Klamath NF), Unknown, Joan Brandoff-Kerr (Los Padres NF - temp),
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From the Presdient

President’s Column: Happy New Year!
Glenn J. Gmoser, President

As I write this, I am thinking
of all the things I can be thankful
for, including the opportunity to
thank all of you for the
contributions you have made
this year to the health of our
Society and the preservation of
the resources we care about. By
the time you read this, you can
also add a little seasonal “ho-ho”
to the end of my greeting, but
before you get too deep in the rum for the
holidays, please remember the one really
important thing you need to do…make
sure your membership is up to date for the
New Year! As an added bonus this year,
you get to sign up for an early package
deal that will save you bucks and make
your trip to this year’s annual meeting in
Rohnert Park that much more enjoyable.
Preparations for that meeting are well
under way, with a plethora of interesting
papers and symposia on tap. Looking
further out, we now have contracted
commitments for our meetings in San
Diego in 2012 and Berkeley in 2013, and
it is never too early to think about how
you might want to be involved in making
those meetings memorable as well.
Speaking of meetings, the fall season was
a great success, with well-attended and
dynamic data-sharing meetings in San
Marcos and Chico. Kudos to Colleen and
Adie for maintaining the great tradition of
our fall data-sharing events, and to all of
you for attending and contributing to the
discussions. I must apologize for missing
you all down south this year, but was
privileged to attend the northern datasharing where, in addition to a series of
intriguing papers (and fantastic tacos and
beer!), I also heard a robust discussion
regarding SCA’s involvement in moving
forward on the visions outlined in the
SCA Newsletter 44(4)
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Archaeological Resource White
Papers recently adopted by the
State
Historic
Resource
Commission. Thanks again to
all our members who were
instrumental in that effort. I also
want to thank those who have
furthered another tradition, a
major presence by SCA
members
in
the
INAH
“Balances
y
Perspectivas”
symposia. I was privileged to attend this
year’s gathering in Ensenada along with
Kristina Roper and Denise Wills to
formally represent the board. The ongoing
contributions of folks like Don Laylander,
William Eckhardt, Eric Ritter, and others
to the cross-border sharing of knowledge
help to emphasize the truly international
significance of California archaeology,
and thanks to those who helped to
translate and get me past my almost
nonexistent Spanish to appreciate the
dialog.
Our 2012 annual meeting in San Diego
promises to attract a significant number of
researchers and students from the other
side of the border. As you may know, the
INAH Binacional conferences as well as
many of our other endeavors (CASSP,
Archaeology Month, and more) have been
supported by government grants. The
turmoil in Washington means the extent
of that support in the coming years is
uncertain. While I am pleased to report
that thanks to your support, the Society is
currently in excellent financial shape, we
shouldn’t take anything for “granted.” It’s
really all of you and your activities that
make the SCA such an excellent
organization. So, keep up the good works:
teaching, learning, accomplishing great
archaeology, and sharing your results.
And have a great New Year!

Glenn J. Gmoser
Caltrans
(916) 651-8167
glenn_gmoser@dot.ca.gov

Immediate Past President
C. Kristina Roper
Sierra Valley Cultural Planning
(559) 561-3816
kristina_roper@scahome.org

President–Elect

Jennifer M. Farquhar
Albion Environmental, Inc.
(831) 588-1724
jfarquhar@albionenvironmental.com

Southern Vice President

Colleen Delaney-Rivera
CSU Channel Islands
colleen.delaney-rivera@csuci.edu

Northern Vice President

Adrian R. Whitaker
Far Western Anthropological Research
Group
(530) 756-3941 ext. 119
adie@farwestern.com

Secretary

Michelle Jerman
ICF International
(510) 433-8962
mjerman@icfi.com

Treasurer

John Burge
17 Williamsburg Lane
Chico, CA 95926
(530) 342-3680
johnburgecpa@sbcglobal.net

SCA Business Office Manager

Denise Wills
1692 Mangrove Ave. #153,
Chico, CA 95926
(530) 342-3537
scaoffice@scahome.org
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SCA Business and Activities

Committee Reports
CASSP Report: Statewide Workshops
Submitted by Chris and Beth Padon

This past fall, the California Archaeological Site Stewardship Program (CASSP) held
volunteer training workshops in various locations across the state involving several
different agencies, and plans to conduct more in
2011.

Participants of the CASSP workshop
at the Western Divide Ranger
District, Sequoia National Forest and
Giant Sequoia National Monument.

Participants at Pt. Arena CASSP
workshop, held for the BLM Ukiah
Field Office.

Participants at the CASSP workshop
in Monterey, held for the BLM
Hollister Field.

Participants of the CASSP workshop
at the Hume Lake Ranger District,
Sequoia National Forest and Giant
Sequoia National Monument.
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The workshops started with U.S. Forest Service
archaeologist Linn Gassaway at the Western
Divide Ranger District in Springville for the
Sequoia National Forest on September 4 and 5.
Next, on October 2 and 3 at Point Arena, we
joined Chris Lloyd, archaeologist with the Bureau
of Land Management (BLM) Ukiah Field Office,
for training at the Stornetta Public Lands. On
October 23 and 24, there was a workshop with
Rae Schwaderer and Erik Zaborsky, California
State Parks Monterey District and BLM Hollister
Field Office respectively, with the classroom
session in Monterey and the field trip at Point
Lobos State Natural Reserve. On November 6 and
7, we returned to Sequoia National Forest, but this
workshop was held at Hume Lake Ranger District
in Dunlap with Linn Gassaway. On December 4
and 5, 2010, Doug McKay, U.S. Forest Service
archaeologist, was our host for a training
workshop at the Bass Lake Ranger District Office
in North Fork for the Sierra National Forest, and
on December 11 and 12, 2010, Steve Harvey,
U.S. Forest Service archaeologist, conducted the
year’s final work-shop at the Cleveland National
Forest Office in San Diego.
On November 14, CASSP held an advanced
training about site documentation at the Desert
Discovery Center in Barstow for 17 site stewards.
There was a short classroom session in the
morning, and then the volunteers practiced
working with the California Department of Parks
and Recreation (DPR) Series 523 Primary Form at
an actual archeological site. Travis Mason, U.S.
Forest Service volunteer coordinator for the San
Bernardino National Forest archaeological site
stewards, organized a group of eight volunteers to
attend this workshop. Workshop instructors
included Wanda Raschkow, archaeologist with
Joshua Tree National Park, and Jim Shearer,

Society for
California
Archaeology
Committees
2010-2011

Advanced Annual Meeting Planning
Donna Gillette
rockart@ix.netcom.com
Archaeology Month Representative
Laura Leach-Palm
laura@farwestern.com
Bennyhoff Memorial Award
Tom Origer
origer@origer.com
CA Arch Site Stewardship Program
Beth and Chris Padon
bpadon@discoveryworks.com
cpadon@discoveryworks.com
Curation Representative
Cindy Stankowski
cstankowski@sandiegoarchaeology.org
Grants and Fundraising
Richard Victor Olson
richard_olson@dot.ca.gov
Membership
OPEN
Native American Programs
Janet Eidsness
jpeidsness@yahoo.com
and
Cassandra Hensher
hensher@mail.com
Nominations
Patricia Mikkelsen
pat@farwestern.com
Proceedings
Don Laylander
dlaylander@jps.net
Professional Standards and Ethics
Christine McCullom
cmccollum@ene.com
Student Affairs
Kristin Hoppa
kristinhoppa@gmail.com
Website
Stella D’Oro
cowgalcookie@yahoo.com
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Committee Reports, continued
CASSP Report,

Continued

archaeologist with the BLM Barstow Field Office. Wanda described how to characterize the setting of an
archaeological site, and Jim described the field trip site and how to record site conditions. The 17 volunteers divided
into three groups in the field, and rotated among three stations. At the first station, Wanda reviewed environmental
settings and why the site is located here; at the
second station, Chris Padon gave tips on how
to take accurate and scaled photographs of the
archaeology site and artifacts; and at the third
station, Jim Shearer discussed what to look for
when recording the site conditions. After the
field trip, we reconvened at the Desert
Discovery Center to review our findings and
prepare a consolidated Primary Form.
In California, public agency archaeologists are
responsible for huge territories containing Participants at the CASSP advanced workshop about site documentation,
hundreds of archaeological and historical hosted by the BLM Barstow Field Office at the Desert Discovery Center.
sites, and need talented and trained volunteers
to help them protect these sites. There are also many talented people in California who are not archaeologists, but who
are interested in their local history and prehistory and in Native American cultures. At the CASSP workshops,
archaeologists and volunteers share their understanding of the past and find additional opportunities to work together
to protect cultural resources from accidental, and sometimes deliberate, harm. It is great to find so many people who
know that archaeological and historical sites are important to their communities, and who want to help keep them for
the future.
Two CASSP volunteer training workshops are scheduled for January 2011:
• January 23–24, 2011, at the Anza-Borrego Desert State Park for the Vallecito Cultural Preserve. Joan Schneider,
California State Parks archaeologist, will be our host.
• January 29–30, 2011, at Joshua Tree National Park. Dave Henley will be our host for this workshop at the Park
headquarters in Twentynine Palms.
There is a fee of $25 per person to attend a CASSP initial training workshop. Prior registration is required because
space is limited. You can register by sending your name and contact information to Beth Padon at
bpadon@discoveryworks.com or 562-431-0300. You can find more information about the workshops at the CASSP
website: www.cassp.org.
Errata:
The archaeologist pictured on the cover of the SCA Newsletter 44:2 is Dick Hastings,
not Tom Wheeler.
Pictured to the left are members of the San Buenaventura Mission Plaza Archaeological
Project, 1974. Back Row L-R: Vance Benté, John Van Fleet, unidentified crew member,
Bob Browne, Gerry Gates, Linda Browne (hidden). Front Row L-R: Dennis Gallegos,
Dick Hastings, and John Foster. Photo donated by Roberta Greenwood. Photograph
provided to SCA by Marty Rosen.
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Committee Reports, continued
Native American Programs Committee Seeks Applicants

Submitted by Janet P. Eidsness and Cassandra Hensher, Co-Chairs SCA NAPC
The Native American Programs Committee (NAPC) seeks applicants for the California Indian Sponsorship Program
for 2011 SCA Annual Meeting in Rohnert Park
Purpose and Background:
In 2005, the Society for California Archaeology (SCA) Executive Board granted the request of the SCA Native
American Programs Committee (NAPC) to establish the California Indian Sponsorship Program designed to raise
monies, establish selection criteria, and offer funding to California Indians wishing to attend and participate in the
SCA Annual Meeting. Since 2006, the NAPC has funded the attendance of 18 California Indians at the Annual
Meetings.
The SCA NAPC is proud to announce sponsorships offered to California Indians interested in attending the SCA
Annual Meeting in Rohnert Park on March 10–13, 2011 (for updated information, see www.scahome.org).
Sponsorship Awards for 2011 Annual SCA Meeting
Participation (per individual):
For the 2011 Annual Meeting, we will support up to five (5) California Indians.
Each sponsorship award will be valued at approximately $810.00, as listed below.
Travel Stipend
Lodging (at host meeting hotel, 4 nights at special rate incl. taxes)
Per Diem Meals (3 days)
Pre-registration for Special Events (Silent Auction, Banquet)
SCA Meeting Registration Fee (variable depending on status)
Total value per scholar:

$100.00
$440.00
$105.00
$ 75.00
$ 90.00
$810.00

Selection Criteria and Process:
Applicants must submit a written statement that addresses how their attendance at
the Annual Meeting will benefit them, their community, and the SCA at large with
reference to the Selection Criteria below.
Sponsorship Applications must be postmarked and/or submitted by February 1, 2011, to be considered for the 2011
Annual Meeting. Send written statement (per selection criteria below) to NAPC Co-Chair Janet Eidsness, 2488
Sonnenfelt Road, Bayside, CA 95524, or email jpeidsness@yahoo.com. For questions, call Janet at (707) 825-0460.
All applicants, including the selected recipients, will be notified in mid-February 2011. Each recipient will be
expected to become a member of the SCA at the appropriate category (see fee rates for Regular, Senior, etc. at
www.scahome.org) before the 2011 Annual Meeting.
Criteria for selection of California Indian Sponsorship awards include:
1.
The applicant proposes to formally present a paper, participate in and/or organize a symposium, or submit a
poster for poster session.
2.
The applicant expresses a specific interest in attending the Meeting because a particular issue or topic is being
presented.
3.
The applicant proposes to represent and inform their community by learning more about the SCA and its
Annual Meeting.
4.
The applicant is interested in exploring possible career opportunities in archaeology, anthropology, cultural
resources management, academia, heritage tourism, or other related field.
SCA Newsletter 44(4)

Page 6

Committee Reports, continued
NAPC Seeks Applicants…,
5.

Continued

Additional selection criteria for previously sponsored “Repeat” applicants:
(a) “Repeat” sponsorship awards will be considered by the NAPC Subcommittee after “New” sponsorship
applications are reviewed and screened as qualifying for available Sponsorships (per general Terms and
Conditions, below) for a given year. For example, if five sponsorships are available for the year and five
“new” applicants submit statements meeting selection criteria, then “repeat” applicants will not be
considered. If five sponsorships are available, but only four “new” applicants apply, then “repeat”
applicants will be considered.
(b) The NAPC Subcommittee may elect to offer “repeat” applicants support at a less-than-full sponsorship
value (<$800).
(c) “Repeat” applicants must include in their application a statement that addresses the benefits of prior SCA
Meeting Sponsorship to them personally, to their community, and to the SCA (i.e., how the benefits of
SCA Meeting attendance were realized).

General Revised TERMS AND CONDITIONS for consideration of all
Sponsorship Awards (in addition to above):
1. Sponsorship recipient must join the SCA for the calendar year of the Meeting at the appropriate
membership level/rate.
2. Sponsorship recipient must decline the award if unable to attend the Meeting for at least two full days.
Their application would be welcomed in another year when their Meeting participation can be more
fully realized.
3. If Recipient’s plans change and they cannot attend the Meeting, they must notify the Contact** at least
four days before Recipient was expected to arrive at the Meetings Hotel.
4. All Recipients must fill out an evaluation/questionnaire that will be provided by NAPC at the Meeting.
5. Cash stipends for travel ($100) and per diem/meals ($105) will be delivered by Contact** to Recipients
upon arrival at the Meeting. Advance payments may be considered, but in any event, if stipend is
advanced and Recipient’s attendance is cancelled, then the stipend amount must be reimbursed by the
Recipient to the SCA NAPC.
6. Recipients are expected to attend the annual NAPC Open Meeting held at the annual SCA Meeting.
** “Contact” means the NAPC designated point-of-contact for coordinating with selected Sponsorship Applicants (for
2011, this is Janet Eidsness).

FRESH OFF THE PRESS!
On December 16, 2010, the United States government at last officially endorsed the UN Declaration
on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples and joined the international community in recognizing that
American Indians and other indigenous peoples have a permanent right to exist as peoples, nations,
cultures, and societies.
The United States is the last of the four countries that voted against the UN Declaration to reverse its
position. This endorsement reflects the worldwide acceptance of indigenous peoples and our
governments as a permanent part of the world community and the countries where we live. The
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples is the most significant development in international
human rights law in decades.
For more information, visit www.indianlaw.org

SCA Newsletter 44(4)
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Liaison Reports
Society for Historical Archaeology (SHA)
Liaison Report
Submitted by Karen Swope

California Excavations in SHA Newsletter
One California historical archaeology project is featured in the latest SHA
Newsletter, Fall 2010, 43(3):47. Dr. Julia Costello, Foothill Resources Ltd.,
reports on the results of 2001 excavations at San Bernardino’s Chinatown.
The project was conducted by Applied EarthWorks, Inc., for the CalTrans and
directed by Costello. Archaeological features included trash pits, privies,
drainage features, and cooking facilities. The recovered material culture
provides information about daily subsistence, medical practices, the Kuan Yin
Temple, Chinese games, and opium use. Among the discoveries was a hoard
of more than 1,300 Asian coins—the largest ever found in a North American
excavation. CD copies of the report are available on request; contact Kimberly
Wooten, Caltrans HQ, at kimberly_wooten@dot.ca.gov, or (916) 651-8168.

Society for
California
Archaeology
Liaisons
2009-2010

American Cultural Resource Association
Liaison
Ronald V. May
Tivella1@aol.com
California Council for the Promotion of
History Liaison
Stephen Bryne
(510) 622-0152
stephen_bryne@dot.ca.gov
Information Center Liaison
Amy Huberland
(530) 898-6256
AHuberland@csuchico.edu
Legislation Liaison
Stephen Bryne
(510) 622-0152
stephen_bryne@dot.ca.gov
Native American Heritage Commission
Liaison
Mark Allen
(909) 869-3577
mwallen@csupomona.edu

Excavation at San Bernardino Chinatown (left), courtesy of Applied EarthWorks, Inc.;
South side of Third Street, San Bernardino, late 1800s (right), courtesy of the San
Bernardino Historical and Pioneer Society

SHA and California
Recently, I had occasion to refer to Volume I of Historical Archaeology, the
journal of the SHA. Published in 1967, the inaugural issue describes the
circumstances leading to formation of the SHA, and contains a list of the
founding fellows and members. The list begins with a statement that it is
published so that colleagues can correspond with one another and, in those days
before spamming, a 1967-style warning is included against commercial use of
the information. It reads: “Should any shoddy peddler be rash enough to use the
names of these sophisticates for his own purposes, let him be warned he will
lose postage and profit.”
There were 207 founding SHA members, including 22 fellows and 185
individual members. I was interested to see that of those, 19 (just over 9%)
hailed from California. 169 members had affiliations in other states and
Washington, D.C., and 19 were from foreign entities. Today, of course, SHA
has grown to be “the largest organization in the world dedicated to the
archaeological study of the modern world and the third largest anthropological
organization in the United States” (Viet 2007). Current SHA membership totals
2,039, with 217 (10.6 percent) of its members from California.
SCA Newsletter 44(4)

Publicity Liaison
Michelle Treviño
mtrevino@swca.com
OHP Liaison
Susan Stratton
(209) 295-3910
sstratton@parks.ca.gov
Historical Archaeology Liaison
Jenny E. Haggar
(760) 337-4473
Jenny_Haggar@ca.blm.gov
Society for Historical Archaeology Liaison
Marlesa Gray
(520) 760-0209
mgray@sricrm.com
Society for American Archaeology Liaison
Arleen Garcia-Herbst
aherbst@asmaffiliates.com
State Historical Resources Commission
Liaison
Glenn Gmoser
(559) 561-3816
glenn_gmoser@dot.ca.gov
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Liaison Reports, continued
SHA Liaison Report,

Continued

The list of founding SHA members from California, and their affiliations at that time, is as follows:
John S. Belmont (Claremont)
Dr. Sylvia M. Broadbent (University of California, Riverside)
Mrs. Malinda H. (R. O.) Browne (Oak View)
Edwin H. Carpenter (South Pasadena)
Paul G. Chace (Tustin)
Clifford Curtice (Sacramento)
Franklin Fenenga (California State College, Long Beach)
David A. Fredrickson (Berkeley)
Dean H. Gaumer (Davis)
John Huston (Council of Underwater Archaeology, San Francisco)
Richard B. Lane (Goleta)
Leif C. W. Landberg (University of California, Davis)
Dr. Merrill J. Mattes (San Francisco Planning and Service Center) (SHA Fellow)
Donald S. Miller (Archaeological Survey, UCLA)
Allen A. Sanborn (Portersville)
Paul J. F. Schumacher (NPS S.F. Service Center, San Francisco)
Mrs. Sheila Maureen Stevens (Long Beach)
Miss Martha I. Symes (UC Santa Barbara)
William E. Trout, III (City of Hope Medical Center, Duarte)
Many of these, of course, are well-known California archaeologists, but I wondered about others whose names were
less familiar. Some of the affiliations do not lend a clue as to the individual’s connection to the archaeological
community. Yet, each must have maintained more than a casual interest in the discipline to have been involved from
the very inception of the SHA. My curiosity led me to begin research on these founding SHA members from
California, and their contributions to historical archaeology. I’m in the process of contacting those I can find, and
hope to receive first-hand information from them personally. I have been fascinated with what I’ve learned so far, and
will share biographical information about these individuals in my next several items for this newsletter. Eventually,
the results will be compiled into a single paper. As individuals appear in this report, you will have an opportunity to
provide additional information, anecdotes, photographs, etc. concerning these individuals.
Citations
Veit, Richard
2007

A Brief History of the Society for Historical Archaeology. Electronic Document,
http://www.sha.org/about/history.cfm, accessed November 16, 2010.
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Data Sharing Meetings
2010 Northern Data Sharing Meeting Recap
Submitted by Adie Whitaker, Northern Vice-President

The 2010 Northern Data-Sharing Meetings were held at Chico State University on October 16, 2010. The
meetings were attended by more than 100 people, including many students from Chico State and other area
colleges. Fourteen presentations covered a diverse range of topics from across Northern California (with a
small side trip to Santa Barbara). Among other things, we heard about Basque shepherds in the Sierra
Nevada, weaning babies in the prehistoric Bay Area, landform history in the Sacramento Valley, and health
and nutrition in the prehistoric foothills and delta. Student participants accounted for more than half of the
papers given, and authors from Native American groups, agencies, cultural resource management firms,
and academia were represented as well.
In addition to learning about recent research, those in attendance discussed several pertinent issues facing
archaeologists in California today—professional standards and CEQA guidelines, the recently completed
White Papers, and issues related to curation and deaccession of large collections of seemingly redundant
materials.
During the lunch break, the Chico State University Department of Anthropology showed off their new labs
which will be used to turn out a new generation of archaeologists in California. Finally, participants headed
to the Madison Bear Garden for continued discussion of the day’s presentations, refreshments, and to
watch the Giants beat the Phillies in Game 1 of the National League Championship Series.
Annette Martinez, Eric Bartelink, Frank Bayham, and Georgia Fox were amazingly gracious in hosting the
event and providing everything we needed, starting with reserving the space at no charge to the SCA, and
providing all kinds of logistical support, including tables, napkins, and stirrers for coffee. Tom Origer was
kind enough to once again sponsor a raffle for free student memberships (incentive for students to
participate next year). Thank you to everyone else who helped out as well. A great time was had by all!
Save the Date

Plans for the 2011
Northern Data Sharing
Meetings are already
under way—October 1,
2011, in Yosemite
Valley, with camping in
the Valley free of charge
on Friday, September 30
and Saturday, October
1. See you there!

Photograph of Yosemite Valley courtesy of desktopscenes.com
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Data Sharing Meetings, continued
2010 Southern Data Sharing Meeting Recap

Submitted by Colleen Delaney-Rivera, Southern Vice-President
The Southern Data Sharing Meetings this fall were generously hosted by Philip DeBarros at Palomar
College in San Marcos. It turned out to be an excellent autumn day where 60 to 65 friends and colleagues
to share our archaeological experiences. The day was off to a good start with brief introductory remarks by
Southern Vice-President Colleen Delaney-Rivera, as well as coffee and pastries. In the morning, we started
with archaeological investigations on a larger scale. Jerry Schaefer discussed the interpretation of ceramic
scatters in the southeastern deserts, and Don Laylander led us through a discussion of projectile point
typologies. These were followed by Jennifer Parker’s and Marla Mealey’s presentation of the wonderful
assortment of cultural resources found at Ocotillo Wells State Vehicular Recreation Area.
After a break with more yummy pastries, participants were fortified as they listened to Patrick Dempsey
discuss his travels through California looking for possible ritual objects. Shelby Gunderman and Kristin
Tennesen rounded out the morning with their discussions on Nathan Harrison’s homestead on Palomar
Mountain.
The afternoon session included discussions of the anthropology and archaeology programs at California
State University San Marcos and Palomar College, with talks by Bonnie Bade, Jim Eighmey, and Phil
DeBarros. We were also treated to two talks on archaeology undertaken outside California. Phil DeBarros
outlined his work at iron-working sites in west Africa, and Adolfo Muniz detailed fieldwork in Jordan.
Although topically outside of California, thematically their research has applications to our region. After a
brief break to recharge our batteries, gears were
shifted as participants learned about the State Historic
Resources Commission Papers, nicely summarized by
Cindy Stankowski, and the solar energy projects
proposed/underway on BLM land in the Mojave
Desert, outlined by George Kline.

Solar-thermal plant by BrightSource Energy courtesy of
http://inhabitat.com/mojave-desert-solar-power-fields/

The presentations were followed by a reception where
folks were able to ask further questions and talk with
fellow archaeologists. The success of the meeting and
reception is owed to many people. Many thanks to
Statistical Research, Inc. and the San Diego
Archaeological Society for their monetary support of
the reception and meetings, and to the anthropology
programs at Palomar College and CSU Channel
Islands for their administrative support.

All in all, it was an excellent day of data sharing, made especially so by the wonderful assistance of Phil
DeBarros and his cadre of students from Palomar. If you have any thoughts on topics, locations, field trips,
and/or the future of the Southern Data Sharing Meetings, please contact Southern VP Colleen DelaneyRivera at colleen.delaney@csuci.edu.
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Executive Board Meeting Minutes, October 15, 2010
California State University, Chico
Submitted by Michelle C. St. Clair-Jerman, SCA Secretary
Attendees:Glenn Gmoser
(President), Kristina Roper
(Immediate Past-President),
Jennifer Farquhar (PresidentElect), Adie Whitaker
(Northern Vice President),
John Burge (Treasurer),
Michelle St. Clair-Jerman
(Secretary), Denise Wills
(Business Office), Tom Origer
(Local Arrangements Chair –
2011), Jennifer Darcangelo
(Programs Chair – 2011)
Via Telephone: Colleen Delaney-Rivera (Southern
Vice President)

Caltrans should do a survey of Public Outreach and
Mitigation of what other state transportation
departments are doing and that this can perhaps be
used by SCA. Denise will pass out forms to people at
the Northern Data Sharing meeting tomorrow to
register what they have been doing for Archaeology
Month. Adie Whitaker suggests that we continue to
plug the curriculum connection for grade school
children during Archaeology Month. He suggests we
need to get the word out to teachers, etc., such as how
archaeology meets Social Science 4th-grade
requirements. Adie suggests that Archaeology Month
information goes out in August as teachers are
building their curriculum, and also suggests that we
engage a graduate student to develop the curriculum
that meets requirements for the 2011 Archaeology
Month.

Meeting brought to order at 10:00 am.
Previous Minutes Approval: Recognized that the
previous minutes have been approved by all via email.
Business Office Report: Denise Wills provided the
Board with a business office update. It was decided
that new members pay for the year they sign up and
will receive all of the journals in that year. Members
joining in the fourth quarter may elect to postpone
their membership to the following year. This gets
them on the meeting registration mailing list, and they
will receive newsflashes for the balance of the year,
but no journal. Denise says there are a few people
requesting proceedings in a printed version. It was
decided that SCA will continue to support online
access of the proceedings and not give printed copies.
The business office will print a couple of archival
copies for the files. Glenn Gmoser, Kristina Roper,
and Denise Wills to attend the INAH meeting in
Ensenada.
Archaeology Month: SCA has $5,000 to spend for
Archaeology Month in 2011. Jennifer Farquhar
suggests bridging the gap with Archaeology Month
and the White Papers. Agency mitigations outreach by
SCA was suggested by Glenn Gmoser; for example,
SCA Newsletter 44(4)

Archeology Month Poster: Five posters have been
received so far. Deadline to receive posters has been
extended to Monday, October 25, 2010. Jennifer will
circulate PDFs and the Board will rank the top three.
Deadline for voting by the Board is October 29, 2010.
Jennifer will draft winning letter. Adie uploads
extension for Archaeology Month to Facebook blog
for SCA.
2011 Awards Nominations: Board needs to finalize
the awards in January 2011. Colleen made an
announcement at the Southern Data-Sharing meeting
that nominations are needed. Glenn will make an
announcement at the Northern Data Sharing meeting
that nominations are needed
and need to come from the
SCA members. Denise will
craft
a
stand-alone
newsflash for call for
nominations.
2012 Meeting: Jennifer
Farquhar is working on the
contract for San Diego.
Streets of San Diego,
courtesy of Stella D’Oro
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Executive Board
Meeting Minutes,
continued
2013 Meeting: Glenn has a copy of the contract for
the Doubletree in Berkeley that is reviewed by the
Board.
2014 Meeting: Glenn Gmoser to visit Long Beach
(Queen Mary) with Colleen Delaney-Rivera and then
Visalia with Kristina Roper for possible 2014 meeting
locations.

registration is to be sent out in the next few weeks.
Jennifer and Denise will coordinate SCA membership
package and meeting registration at the same time.
Mailings will go out together but people can renew
online earlier. Students will not be able to volunteer
unless they are members. Glenn moves that Board
adopt the discounted pricing structure for the 2011
meeting and mail meeting registration and member
registration at the same time. Kristina seconds, and the
Board passes.
SAA Coordination: Michelle St. Clair-Jerman, Adie
Whitaker, and Mandi Martinez are the committee for
coordinating the SCA table at the 2011 SAA meeting.
The committee is currently focused on getting a
display set up for the table and coordinating
giveaways.
Other Committees and
Liaisons: There is no
Legislation
Liaison
or
Membership Liaison. An
agency person is suggested
for Legislation Liaison.
Board will to continue to
work on finding a Grant
Specialist.

Treasurer’s Report: Approximately $42,000 in the
current checking account. Net income (year-to-date)
for October is approximately $37,000. Audit should
happen in November/December 2010. The audit is for
the calendar year 2009; 2008 will be compiled but not
audited.
2011 Meeting Planning/Status: Tom Origer and
Jennifer Darcangelo present meeting plans to the
Board. Package discounts will be available to the 2011
meeting. Paper/Symposium registrations are due on
November 15, 2010. Room blocks are not set up yet;
The Queen Mary Hotel in Long Beach, courtesy of hotels.com

however, an e-mail for registration with the line
embedded will be sent so that people can book their
rooms online. Newsflash regarding the meeting
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Strategic Plan: A workshop separate from the Board
Meeting will be set up at the January meeting to
review the SCA Strategic Plan.
Easements: Review of easement related to a site in
Redding. No Board action needed. No other known
easements needed. If there are any active easements,
Board would like to sign them over. Board needs to
assign someone to look through the archives.
Adie Whitaker moves to adjourn. Glenn Gmoser
seconds. Meeting adjourned at 3:30pm.
Next meeting to be held January 21 and 22, 2010,
in Rohnert Park.
Contact mjerman@icfi.com with any questions.
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SCA News and Notes

Taking Steps Forward in NHPA Compliance and Planning
Submitted by John Kennedy and Lily Tavassoli

Introduction
In the past four years, the United States Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA) Pacific Southwest Region (Region 9) has stepped up its program
requirements in the Superfund Emergency Response, Removal, and Remedial
programs to improve compliance with the National Historic Preservation Act
(NHPA) Section 106. These measures include a Section 106 training program
for regional office staff and management, revised programmatic agreement
requirements for the Emergency Response program, hiring archaeological and
historic property specialist (HPS) firms to assist project planning by
researching California Historic Research Information System Centers and
other information sources and developing project site mitigation plans and
measures as needed, improved coordination with the State Offices of Historic
Preservation (OHP, or SHPO) and Tribal Historic Preservation Officers
(THPOs), and a new Interagency Agreement with the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers (USACE) for USACE staff archeologists and HPSs to provide
direct assistance to EPA Region 9 staff.
Emergency Response and Removal Program
The EPA Region 9 Emergency Response Program currently operates under the National Programmatic Agreement
(PA) for emergency response. In 1997 and 1998, this National PA was negotiated by several federal agency
members of the National Response Team (NRT), including EPA, Department of the Interior (including the National
Park Service), U.S. Coast Guard, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, Department of Agriculture,
and Department of Defense. In addition, two non-NRT organizations, the Advisory Council on Historic
Preservation and the National Conference of State Historic Preservation Officers, entered into the agreement. The
Region 9 Federal On Scene Coordinators (FOSC) Field Emergency Response Guide Book, which the FOSCs use as
their guide in the field, will be updated to include checklists relating to the NHPA. These checklists will include the
following:
•
•
•

(1) FOSC Procedure for Determining When to Activate an Historic Property Specialist (including Categorical
Exclusions listed in the National PA)
(2) Historic Property Specialist Checklist; and
(3) Documentation of Actions Taken That Result in Unavoidable Injury to Historic Properties.

Below is a list of the recent hazardous waste site removal actions in which EPA Region 9 FOSCs followed the
Section 106 process to address the potential adverse effects to any historic properties. In the case of federal- or
state- protected lands (e.g., Altoona Mine site, Bodie State Historic Park, and Plumas Eureka State Park),
archaeologists or HPSs were provided by the land management agency responsible for those lands. In the case of
private lands, the FOSC initiated consultation with the State OHP and contracted with archeology or HPS firms to
assist the FOSC with the Section 106 process.
For other removal sites under the authority of the FOSCs that involve excavations of potential historic properties,
the FOSC will similarly initiate consultation with the SHPO or THPO (in the case of tribal lands), and will contract
with archaeology or HPS firms to assist the FOSC with the Section 106 process.
In either case, FOSCs will continue to follow standard operating and reporting procedures for Section 106
compliance.
SCA Newsletter 44(4)

Page 14

SCA News and Notes, continued
NHPA Compliance and Planning,

Continued

with CA OHP did not result in any
Bodie State Historic Park,
additional
recommendations
for
Mono County, CA
preservation.
At the request of California State Parks
and the Department of Conservation, EPA
Region 9 conducted assessments in 2007
Navajo
Nation
Legacy
Uranium
and 2008 of the scope and extent of
Contamination
For more than three years, EPA Region 9
contaminated soils and runoff from longhas led a multi-agency initiative to address
term mining activities into Bodie Creek, to
health impacts from legacy uranium
determine any threat to public health or
contamination on Navajo Nation lands.
the environment.
Contaminated soils Rosebud Assay Bldg.24,
Region 9 took the lead by assessing and
containing mercury, lead, and arsenic Bodie. Photograph by John
Kennedy
removing abandoned uranium mine
were identified in numerous locations
wastes, including mine tailings, soils, and even
within the Park, including in and around assay builresidential structures and yards constructed using
dings, the Standard Mill, and extensive tailings piles.
radioactive contaminated material. Region 9
consulted with the Navajo Historic Preservation
Removal of the contaminated soils and stabilization
Office (HPO) throughout the project and obtained
of the mine tailings occurred in 2008 and 2009.
approval for all individual projects, especially soilCalifornia Department of Parks archaeologists and
moving activities. EPA required archaeological
biologist were present during both the site assessment
oversight over all the EPA-led work and work
and removal phases, and exercised continuous
conducted by responsible parties under EPA
oversight to ensure that the biota and artifacts present
enforcement.
at the site were not adversely impacted. The EPA
FOSC worked closely with Parks archaeologists
At the mine waste removal sites, either EPA or the
before and during the project to plan for and take
responsible party hired archaeologists to conduct
measures necessary to protect the Park’s historic and
surveys at the following mine site removals:
archaeological resources.
Northeast Church Rock Mine, the Quivira Mines, and
the Skyline Mine. Consultation with the Navajo HPO
Altoona Mercury Mine, Trinity County, CA
was maintained throughout these removal actions.
A partnership between the U.S. Forest Service
(USFS) and the EPA Region 9 Emergency Response
Anaconda Copper Mine, Yerington, NV
Section was formed to assess, remove, and/or
Since 2006, EPA Region 9 has conducted numerous
remediate mine wastes and mercury-contaminated
site assessments and five separate hazardous waste
soil at the site. Previously, the U.S. Geologic Service
removal operations at the Anaconda Mine. During
determined that the Altoona mercury mine may be a
this process, the EPA FOSC determined that the mine
significant source of mercury contamination to the
office, which was in a severely deteriorated
Trinity River Watershed and Trinity Lake, which are
condition, contained high levels of asbestos in the
downstream of the mine.
crumbling structural materials and presented an
unsafe exposure risk to the public which had access
To comply with the requirements of NHPA Section
to the building. The FOSC hired a historic properties
106, the EPA FOSC engaged the services of USFS
specialist (architectural historian) to assess eligibility
archaeologists to identify any historic properties that
of the mine office for the National Historic Register.
may be eligible for the National Register of Historic
An eligibility determination was made, and the
Places. An archeological assessment, with
Nevada OHP was notified. Parties agreed that
photographic documentation, was performed and
mitigation of the asbestos threat would require
provided to CA OHP. Although some items of an
demolition of the structure. EPA’s consulting
historic nature were identified and documented,
architectural historian photographed and documented
archeologists found that most of the historic items
the building, and submitted the documentation to the
had been previously removed from the site or were
NV OHP by agreement with the NV OHP.
not in good condition for preservation. Consultation
SCA Newsletter 44(4)
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SCA News and Notes, continued
NHPA Compliance and Planning,
Red Mountain Santa Fe #2 Mine Site,
San Bernardino County, CA
The U.S. Bureau of Land Management referred this
site to EPA Region 9 as part of an overall assessment
of mine wastes on private land in the Rand Mining
District. Preliminary EPA sampling of the site
documented high levels of arsenic on the surface of
the waste pile. The assessment is ongoing. EPA has
initiated consultation with the CA OHP.
Superfund Site Remedial Program
The following examples highlight the NHPA Section
106 compliance activities at two current remedial
project sites, which are longer-term Superfund
cleanup sites than the above removal projects.
Sulphur Bank Mercury
Mine, Lake County, CA
The Sulphur Bank Mercury
Mine is a 150-acre site that
was historically used for sulfur
mining and underground and
open-pit mercury mining. The
mine, once one of the largest
producers of mercury in
California, has been inactive
since 1957. It was added to the
National Priorities List of
Superfund Sites in 1990 to
address
the
widespread
Sulphur Bank Mine
mercury
and
arsenic
waste removal. Photo
contamination associated with
by Gary Riley
mine wastes from the site. The
Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) 120 Mine Waste
Removal Action is the most recent of the cleanup
activities at Sulphur Bank. Its focus is to control
exposure to mine wastes by capping a roadway where
contaminated material was used for construction.
In 2010, EPA initiated a Section 106 consultation
with the Elem Pomo Tribe and the SHPO regarding
the planning and implementation of the BIA 120
Mine Waste Removal Action. EPA coordinated with
the Elem Pomo Tribe and the SHPO regarding the
performance of pre-project cultural resource surveys
and additional Phase 2 Cultural Resource Surveys to
determine the nature and extent of cultural resource
areas identified in the initial survey. On July 9, 2010,
EPA signed a Memorandum of Understanding
SCA Newsletter 44(4)
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(MOU) with the Elem Pomo Tribe and the SHPO that
identified the measures that EPA would undertake
during the BIA 120 Mine Waste Removal Action to
identify and preserve cultural and historic resources
that may be impacted by the cleanup project. Under
the terms of the MOU, the EPA consulting
archaeologists performed data recovery efforts in one
project area. Elem Pomo Tribal cultural resource
monitors
and
archaeologists
observed
the
performance of all construction activities that had the
potential to disturb native ground. No additional
cultural resource areas were identified during the
construction efforts. EPA also closely coordinated the
mine waste cleanup work with the Elem Pomo Tribal
leaders and the Elem Environmental Office to assure
that the cleanup work was conducted without
interfering with religious dances held in late October.
Work continues on the BIA 120 Mine Waste Cleanup
Action and is currently scheduled for completion in
December 2010.
Santa Susana Field Laboratory site,
Simi Hills, CA
The 2,850-acre Santa Susana Field Laboratory site
was used until 1988 for rocket engine research and
assembly, and nuclear energy-related research and
development for the U.S. Department of Energy
(DOE). Site activities resulted in significant chemical
and radiological contamination of soil and
groundwater with metals, radionuclides, and
trichloroethylene. EPA is now conducting a
radiological study of a 490-acre area in which DOE
testing was conducted, referred to as Area IV. The
study consists of several types of sampling, including
a gamma radiation survey using wheel-mounted, cartmounted, mule-mounted, and hand-held scanners.
For the gamma radiation detectors to operate at the
desired height of 12 inches above ground surface,
vegetation trimming and clearing was required.
Based on numerous sources of information, the Area
of Potential Effects (APE) lies where the traditional
territories of the Chumash and the Gabrielino/
Tongva, and probably the Tataviam, adjoined and
overlapped with each other, at least during the Late
Prehistoric and Protohistoric periods. Cultural
resources in the APE are primarily cave shelters and
artifacts from previous Native American visitation
and use of the land, including the Burro Flats
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NHPA Compliance and Planning,
pictographs, a significant historic property.
EPA has undertaken a comprehensive consultation
and compliance process with Native American
stakeholders and the SHPO. EPA has committed to a
“flag and avoid” set of protocols to ensure less-thansignificant impacts to cultural resources are
maintained. Protocols agreed to with the SHPO and
tribes include having both an archeological monitor
and Native American monitor present during any
ground-disturbing activity or any activity within 50
feet of a known potential cultural resource. EPA
began its radiological study in July 2010.
NHPA Policy and Planning at EPA Region 9
In January 2009, the EPA Region 9 Superfund
Division Director signed a policy memorandum that
outlined steps the Division would undertake to assure
full compliance with the substantive requirements of
the NHPA, consistent with requirements of the
Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act (CERCLA) and the National
Contingency Plan (NCP). These steps included
increased staff training, close coordination with the
State OHPs, and development of a cultural resource
management program to assure the protection of
cultural and historical resources that may be affected
during Superfund removal and remedial actions.
Managers from EPA Superfund and the California
OHP met in March 2009 to discuss coordination of
the EPA cleanup actions to assure compliance with
requirements of the NHPA. NHPA training was
provided to Superfund and other interested EPA staff
on December 2007 and January 2010.
On September 17, 2010, the EPA entered into an IAG
with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Sacramento
District to obtain technical support in several areas
related to NHPA compliance. For the next year, a
USACE Social Science Study Manager (archaeologist) will be working directly with the Superfund
Division to provide support both division-wide
(trainings, support in developing internal guidance)
and site-specific (looking for NHPA triggers at
individual Superfund Sites).
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Specifically, the scope of work for the IAG covers
the following areas:
1) Provide EPA Remedial Project Managers (RPMs)
with site-specific technical and Section 106
advisory assistance to assure compliance with
Section 106 requirements.
2) Assist RPMs in obtaining site-specific support by
preparing scopes of work for archaeological
technical support. Review work plans prepared by
archaeological consultants in response to the
solicitation.
3) Provide the technical support related to
programmatic discussions between EPA and the
SHPO. Develop or confirm procedures that EPA
will implement to assure that cleanup activities,
undertaken pursuant to CERCLA, meet substantive
requirements of the NHPA and Section 106.
4) Assist in training EPA staff on NHPA Section 106.
Develop and conduct periodic trainings for RPMs,
including more informal and workshop-based
trainings.

Conclusion
EPA Region 9 continues to improve its compliance
with the substantive requirements of the National
Historic Preservation Act to the fullest extent
practicable. Measures taken in recent years by the
Superfund Division have been aimed towards
increasing knowledge within EPA and providing
resources for Remedial Project Managers and OnScene Coordinators to use in their site cleanup
process. In the future, more training will be
conducted at the staff level. The assistance from
USACE will provide dedicated staff-time for work on
NHPA compliance.
The site-specific examples discussed from both the
Superfund Remedial and Removal programs are
testaments to the progress that EPA is making in
working with the SHPOs and Tribal Governments
early on in the Superfund cleanup process. Through
effective training, early project planning, and readily
available resources for EPA Project Managers,
Superfund’s foremost priority of protecting human
health and the environment can be integrated with the
protection of cultural and historic resources in
California.
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SCA News and Notes, continued
Historical Archaeology News in California
Submitted by Jenny H. Blanchard

News from California State Parks
The California State Historic Resources Commission is considering the following historic properties for nomination
to the National Register of Historic Places:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Arroyo Seco Parkway, Los Angeles County
Dixon Carnegie Library, Solano County
Harmony Grove Church, San Joaquin County
Katherine Emery Estate, Los Angeles County
North Star House/Foote Mansion, Nevada County
Thomas O’Donnell Residence, Riverside County
Captain and Mrs. A. J. Peterson Residence, San Diego County
Rialto Building, San Francisco County
San Francisco Juvenile Court and Detention Home, San Francisco County

The Commission is also considering the Bailey House in Los Angeles County for nomination to the California
Register of Historic Resources (California State Parks).
Better Know a Historic Landmark!
Welcome to the fourth in my 1,041-part series, “Better Know a Historic Landmark!” In each newsletter, I will
introduce you to a new historic site listed by the Office of Historic Preservation as a California Historical
Landmark, and let you know how you can help support the preservation of California’s historic sites. In this issue:
Landmark Number 9: Captain Jack’s Stronghold
Captain Jack’s Stronghold, located in Lava Beds National
Monument, is eight miles south of Tule Lake, Siskiyou County.
From his fortress of naturally occurring lava formations, Modoc
leader Kintpuash (pictured right), known to whites as “Captain
Jack,” and his 60 supporters held off U.S. Army troops from
December 1, 1872, to April 18, 1873, in one of the fiercest battles
of the Indian Wars. The Modoc Wars were the largest Indian Wars
in California, and the only one in which an Army General was
killed. The small band of Modoc Indians held off as many as 600
Army troops during the winter of 1872–1873. Fifty-three U.S.
soldiers were killed, whereas only five Modoc were killed in battle.
In the mid-1800s, white settlers began to populate the area around
Lower Klamath Lake, Tule Lake, and Lost River in northern
California and southern Oregon, the lands inhabited by the Modoc.
Settlers put pressure on the government to remove the Modoc to the
Fort Klamath Reservation. The Klamath and Modoc were long-time
enemies, and the Modoc resisted the move until the fall of 1869,
when Captain Jack led the Modoc to the Reservation. Tensions and
harassment by the Klamath started immediately, and the Modoc left
the Reservation in April 1870 and moved back to the Lost River.
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The Bureau of Indian Affairs sent troops to remove them in November of 1872, and Captain Jack’s followers fled
to the lava beds and were soon joined by a group of Modoc led by Hooker
Jim. The group now entrenched in the lava formations included about 50 to
60 Modoc warriors as well as women and children. The small group held
off attacks and wore down the Army troops through the winter.
In April 1873, President Grant requested that a Peace Commission be
formed to end the fighting. Captain Jack agreed, but other Modoc, including
Hooker Jim, resisted peace talks and pressured Captain Jack into
ambushing the Peace Commission. Two officers were killed and one other
was wounded. Attacks on the stronghold resumed, and skirmishes
throughout April and May left people on both sides dead. The Modoc began
to fight among themselves. Hooker Jim surrendered in May and offered to
track down and capture Captain Jack. The last group of Modoc, led by
Kientpoos, surrendered on June 1, 1873. Captain Jack and three others were
hanged in October 1873, and the Modoc survivors were relocated to
Oklahoma.
Today, the site of the Modoc Wars is located in Lava Beds National
Monument. Lava Beds is also known for its prehistoric resources, wildlife,
and caving opportunities. For information on visiting Lava Beds, visit the
National Park Service website at http://www.nps.gov/labe/index.htm.
Petroglyph Point in Lava Beds National Park,
courtesy of www.nps.org

San Diego Zooarchaeological Database Launched

Submitted by Aaron Sasson, Ph.D., Co-director San Diego Zooarchaeology Lab
The San Diego Zooarchaeology Lab (SDZL), established January
2010, has recently launched the San Diego Zooarchaeological
Database. The goal is to compile a database that will include ALL
zooarchaeological information ever recovered in San Diego County.
The database (and additional information) can be accessed on the
SDZL website and will be updated periodically
(http://new.sdnhm.org/research/san-diego-zooarchaeology-lab). The
Lab encourages scholars and CRM firms to share electronic copies
of faunal studies or references to faunal studies to add further
information to this database.
SDZL, directed by Susan Arter and Dr. Aharon Sasson, is housed in
the San Diego Natural History Museum and has access to the most
extensive collection in San Diego County, with more than 46,000
bird specimens, 22,650 mammals, and 70,000 reptiles. The Lab is
further served by the expertise of in-house scholars specializing in
birds, mammals, marine invertebrates, entomology, herpetology,
botany, and paleontology.
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SCA News and Notes, continued
An Updated Atlas of Native California Communities
Submitted by Randall Milliken and Patricia Mikkelsen

The Contact-Period Native California Community Distribution Model (CDM) is a digital atlas and wiki
encyclopedia that models the socio-political landscape of native California at the time of first contact with the
Spanish, a rolling moment from the 1770s to the 1830s. The CDM atlas portrays a model distribution of 663
community regions (inferred or known village communities or tribelets) across California on a geographic
information system (GIS) digital map layer, divided into 14 analytical zones that combine regions on the basis of
mutual histories, shared language, and similar land-use patterns. The associated encyclopedia consists of “wiki”
monographs that gather together archival information for each of the community regions (i.e., presented within a
collaborative website that allows for creation
and controlled editing of interlinked web).
An additional key element, a Mission
Register database, provides locational
information for the CDM regions. These
separate elements together form the CDM
(see Map at right).
The CDM Project was developed by Dr.
Randall Milliken, with assistance from
ethnographers John R. Johnson and David
Earle and linguist Norval Smith for use by
academic
scholars,
tribal
scholars,
government agency planners, and culture
history interpreters. It brings together
decades of research and mission record
analysis. It has been produced by Far
Western Anthropological Research Group,
Inc. with support from a number of district
environmental branches within the California
Department of Transportation. As of spring
2010, monographs have been prepared for
more than 80 regions, primarily in the San
Francisco Bay area, the Sacramento Valley,
and the San Joaquin Valley. Our future goal
is to place the CDM within an academic
setting so that the GIS map and wiki
monographs will be available for further
development—expansions,
modifications,
and annotations—by scholars knowledgeable
about the contact-period ethnogeography of
every local area of California.
Project Purpose
California Indians at the time of EuroAmerican contact lived out their lives in
local communities of a few score to a few
hundred individuals. They interacted with
their immediate neighbors on all sides,
regardless of language differences, through
SCA Newsletter 44(4)
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reciprocal trading, participation in ceremonial events, and occasional hostilities. Early twentieth-century
ethnographers documented such groups with some precision in areas of California that had avoided most of the
initial negative impact of western expansion. Alfred L. Kroeber coined the term “tribelet” to characterize those
groups that consisted of intermarried families that defended fixed territorial boundaries. However, the term
“tribelet” pertained only to some regional groups (e.g., Pomo, Yokuts, Modoc, and Pit River), but not to more
loosely organized ceremonial regions (e.g., Yurok). Nor is it clear that the term “tribelet” can be used for the
regional groups located in the mountains and deserts east and south of Los Angeles, where early twentieth-century
field studies suggest that small villages formed around specific patrilocal lineages that intermarried in complex
patterns on the land that precluded formation of multi-village sociopolitical identity.
No statewide “tribelet” map has ever been constructed for contact-period ethnographic California. Robert Heizer
commented on that fact in his 1966 mapping project titled Languages, Territories, and Names of California Indian
Tribes, a study that introduced the only composite statewide map of local groups based upon C. Hart Merriam’s
many field notes, and compared against Kroeber’s 1925 map of the language groups of California. At the time,
Heizer wrote:
Kroeber estimates that California held between 500 and 600 … ‘independent and separate definable
groups.’ It may be anticipated that future scholars, undaunted by the huge mass of available published
and manuscript data on California Indians, will work over the information on a tribe-by-tribe basis and
prepare maps showing the domains of the identifiable or inferable tribelets. Such a task is far too
complex and time-consuming to be attempted here (Heizer 1966:9).
Forty-four years after Heizer’s comment, the CDM digital atlas presents just such a map, along with the wiki
encyclopedia detailing each mapped language group.
An introductory volume (available by request from Far Western) outlines the nature of native landholding groups
and rancherias in California during the Spanish contact-period, and the nature of the ethnographic record that
documents them. It describes the computer-based mission register analysis and GIS digital mapping, focusing on
techniques of mission outreach, marriage patterns, and family reconstitution. The CDM process is described,
explaining how the various regions were apportioned and adjusted into the configurations presented. The final
section sums up the current status of the project as of spring 2010. Appendices include the CDM Database Coding
Manual, which describes mission register contents and database formats; the steps used in creating the CDM
regions mapping layers; and a list of the identified regions by analytical zone.
For the Wiki online, aspect of this ethnographic regional study, there are three major elements: a database, spatial
extent, and narrative text. The primary source of information about each region is compiled in a Microsoft Access
database. Regions are then drawn in a GIS map application with unique names that link to each region in the
database. Finally, ethnogeographic monographs present detailed archival information for each region. The region
name is the unique key used to identify each database record, regional boundary, and wiki entry. From a GIS
application, a user can click on an area of interest and get a direct link to the wiki monograph, which in turn is
linked to the Introductory Volume and a comprehensive reference section. Once initiated, the database and GIS
data are expected to be relatively static; however, the wiki will allow users to locate and organize data effectively,
add new information as it becomes available, and generate feature articles that can include maps, pictures, or crossreferences. Currently, the CDM wiki is accessible through the Far Western web page (wiki.farwestern.com). We
are currently working on a system to allow a limited number of scholars to edit and update it.
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Position Statements: President
James S. Nelson
Senior Cultural Resources Specialist
Environmental Field Services
Pacific Gas and Electric, Chico
Education, professional background, and research
interests:
B.A. Anthropology (1986), San Jose State
University; M.A. Anthropology (1997), California
State University, Chico.
My research interests include bioarchaeology,
prehistoric violence, archaeology and evolutionary
ecology of hunter-gatherers.
My professional career in archaeology began in 1984
(when I attended my first SCA meeting in Salinas),
and since that time I have been involved with a
variety of archaeological projects throughout
California and the western United States. I have
served as Field Director and Principal Investigator for
academic archaeological research projects and
consulting cultural resources management firms. I
have been with PG&E since 2007 and presently
manage cultural resource projects for the Northern
California region. Over the course of my career, I
have recognized the value and importance of Native
American involvement and participation in
archaeology. Equally important is the recognized
value for us, as professional archaeologists, to
provide educational opportunities for the public and
policymakers.
Position Statement:
As President of the Society for California
Archaeology, I would work on three issues that I see
as particularly important. (1) I would be dedicated to
keeping our membership strong and work towards
acquiring new members so that we may continue to
grow as a professional organization. This is critical if
we are to be effective in reaching our goals and
objectives as a society. (2) I would continue on the
course presented in our mission statement to develop
and establish ethical practices and standards for those
who conduct archaeological work. I view ethics as
recognized rules of conduct with respect to our
discipline and how we obtain and present data. We
have a good start on dealing with this issue, and I
would continue to strongly promote standards and
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ethical guidelines for the practice of archaeology. (3)
I would focus on developing ways to provide public
outreach and educational opportunities. Since much
of our work is funded by tax dollars, we have an
obligation to present our data to the public. Most
people are fascinated by archaeology, and more and
more agencies and institutions are requesting public
outreach. The ways to do this are endless, but we
need to make the information more available. With
education and understanding by the public, we gain
support and respect for what we all do as
professionals; this can help us with funding, and
ultimately assist us in our efforts to establish
preservation and cultural resources management
protocols.
Michael Newland
Staff Archaeologist
Anthropological Studies Center, Sonoma State
University
Education, professional background, and research
interests:
Michael Newland is with the Anthropological Studies
Center (ASC), where he has worked for the past 14
years. He received his B.A. from U.C. Davis and his
M.A. in Cultural Resources Management from
Sonoma State University. He served as Northern
California Vice-President for the SCA in 2007-2008
and is a Registered Professional Archaeologist. He is
a member of the Archaeological Resources
Committee of the State Historical Resources
Commission and is the lead author on the Public
Outreach and Interpretation White Paper, recently
approved by the Commission, which will help guide
state-wide efforts in archaeological public outreach.
As staff archaeologist, he is responsible for designing
and carrying out archaeological surveys and
excavations throughout California; and is best
described as a generalist, with research interests in
both prehistoric and historic-era archaeology. He
works closely with the tribal community and
regularly assists local tribes in their consultations
with property owners, agencies, and other
archaeologists. His duties at the ASC include training
undergraduate and graduate students in field skills,
report writing, GIS, and contracting, which he does
through professional internships he designed. In
addition to running his own projects and training, he
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teaches summer classes in archaeology for children,
gives regular public talks, and has a series of radio
essays on archaeology as part of the KQED
Perspectives series
(http://www.kqed.org/radio/programs/perspectives).

manager responsible for budgets and deadlines, I
understand how the business side of the Society
works, and its ongoing financial stability is of critical
importance to me. For the past decade I have
committed myself to advocating for professional
ethics; my presidency would continue to be devoted
to this cause. Join me in my efforts to promote
archaeology to the public and to continue to nurture a
healthy and active Society.

Position Statement:
I love archaeology, and have devoted my life to it.
Since my first excavation over 20 years ago, I have
sought to learn, practice, teach, and promote
archaeology in an ethical manner. As Staff
Archaeologist at the Anthropological Studies Center
at Sonoma State University, I work daily with
members of the academic archaeological community,
undergraduate and graduate students, tribes, agencies,
private contractors, property owners, and the general
public. In this relatively unique position, I believe
that I have a good understanding of how these
different groups interact, their common goals, where
they conflict, and how to resolve their differences.
I try to work for the betterment and greater public
awareness of our profession, at as many levels as I
can. At the state level, my work with the
Archaeological Resources Commission, my tenure as
SCA Vice-President and ongoing efforts on the
society’s behalf, and the commitment I give to
training our graduate students, are means by which I
hope to effect positive change. Locally, I work
closely with agencies and tribes, opening our training
programs to tribal members and assisting tribes and
agencies at their request. I sit on local non-profit
advisory committees to help in trail, park, and open
space planning. I don’t emphasize prehistoric over
historic-era archaeology or vice-versa—our
collective human history is the subject of our field
and it all deserves our attention and consideration.
The radio essays, public lectures, school talks, and
children’s classes are all ways to bring the important
work we do collectively to as large an audience as I
can reach.
I want to see the Society continue to succeed. The
society has had strong leadership, is on solid financial
footing, and the addition of a peer-reviewed journal
to our tool kit is a credit to the Society’s success. Our
field continues to grow and evolve, and I want to help
the Society thrive, particularly through outreach to
students and younger audiences. As a project
SCA Newsletter 44(4)

Position Statements:
Southern Vice-President
Arleen Garcia-Herbst
ASM Affiliates, Inc.
Education, professional background, and research
interests:
Ph.D., in progress, ABD, Anthropology, University
of California, Santa Barbara;
M.A., 2000, Anthropology, University of California,
Santa Barbara;
B.A., 1996, Anthropology, University of Arizona
Ms. Garcia-Herbst has more than 17 years of
experience in archaeological research, fieldwork, and
publication in the American Southwest (California,
Arizona, Colorado, and Nevada), as well as
Argentina (Patagonia). Ms. Garcia-Herbst is currently
working on her Ph.D. in Anthropology at the
University of California, Santa Barbara, with a
research focus on prehistoric technological
innovation and the specifics of why humans adopt
new technology. She has analytical expertise in lithic
technology, specifically flaked and ground stone
analysis and stone raw material geochemical
sourcing. With more than four years of experience
working as an RPA-registered cultural resource
management professional in California, Ms. GarciaHerbst is currently a Project Manager/Principal
Investigator for Sempra Energy Utility Projects at
ASM Affiliates, Inc. She also currently serves the
Society for California Archaeology as its Liaison to
the Society for American Archaeology, and has
previously served as its UC Santa Barbara campus
student representative.
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Position Statement:
Due to the ongoing fiscal crisis in California, coupled
with the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act
of 2009 (ARRA 2009; http://tinyurl.com/26odsps),
California’s cultural resource and Native American
sites face both a lack of protection from state
agencies and increased potential for impacts by
infrastructure projects being developed on federal,
state, and private lands. The fiscal crisis has reduced
budgets for site preservation by state agencies while,
simultaneously, ARRA 2009 has increased the
project review and approval workloads of federal and
state agencies in California, as well as the Native
American tribes who they consult with.
Archaeologists, as the stewards of California’s
heritage, have an obligation to make sure that
prehistoric and historical cultural resources, as well
as Native American sites, receive the protection they
deserve. If elected as the Southern Vice President of
the Society of California Archaeology, I will work
closely with California archaeologists, Native
California Tribes, and the public through the SCA to
promote cultural resource and Native American site
preservation.
I pledge to bring awareness of cultural resources and
Native American site protection and stewardship by
public outreach through the promotion of three
programs. The first is the California Archaeological
Site Stewardship and Protection program to
encourage volunteers to help in the preservation of
California’s heritage. The second is the Student
Affairs Committee, open to all undergraduate and
graduate students interested in California archaeology
to promote student involvement in SCA meetings and
events. The third is California Archaeology Month,
sponsored by the SCA and observed in October to
integrate with California's kindergarten through
Grade 12 curriculum on Native American and
California history, to inspire and encourage the next
generation of students to pursue a career in
archaeology and cultural resources management.
In addition, I pledge to work with the SCA to be
more inclusive of Native California Tribes within the
Society to better protect their heritage, as they are our
greatest allies in the research, understanding,
interpretation, and conservation of prehistoric
SCA Newsletter 44(4)

Continued

cultural resources and Native American sites in
California. I will work to encourage their increased
participation in the following: both data-sharing and
annual meetings by promoting the SCA’s California
Indian Sponsorship Program; leadership roles within
the Society such as the Native American Programs
Committee, the Student Affairs Committee, and
service as SCA executive board members, committee
members, and liaisons; and public outreach efforts
such as the California Archaeological Site
Stewardship and Protection program and California
Archaeology Month.
Amanda Martinez
Epsilon Systems Solutions, Inc.
Education, professional background, and research
interests:
I began my career in archaeology over 13 years ago
at Cal Poly Pomona, where I completed a B.S. in
Anthropology. I received my M.A. at New Mexico
State University soon thereafter. I returned to
California to continue working in the CRM
profession only four years ago, but I have been active
in the SCA since that time. In 2009, I was Local
Arrangements Chair for the Annual Meeting in
Modesto. In 2010, I assisted in arranging the Silent
Auction for the Annual Meeting in Riverside. Now,
I’d like to help the SCA as Southern California VicePresident.
Research Interests:
High desert, Southern Sierra, and Great Basin
archaeology; lithic analysis; ceramic analysis;
petroglyphs; rock art.
Position Statement:
I am an energetic and enthusiastic archaeologist; this
career that we share is the good life. Since my first
dig in 1998, I've been involved in archaeology in four
countries, multiple states, and countless cultural
areas. I've been lucky to be involved in huge surveys
and large-scale excavations. In California, I've
worked from the coast to the high desert and from
Siskiyou County to San Diego County. California has
a depth and breadth of archaeology in which we're all
lucky to participate!
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As cultural resources program manager at Epsilon
Systems Solutions, Inc., I direct crews and projects
for federal and private-industry clients. The cultural
resources program at Epsilon Systems employs
archaeologists from both academic and public
archaeology perspectives; therefore, I've seen
archaeology from varied views. This puts me in a
unique position to help bridge the gap in California
archaeology
between
Cultural
Resources
Management and academic archaeology. It is my
belief that each has its benefits, and together they are
unstoppable.
Further, my previous experience with the SCA has
heightened my sense of what California archaeology
needs now. We need to encourage our youth to get

Register today
for the SCA’s 45th Annual Meeting in
Rohnert Park, March 10-13, 2011.
The Keynote speaker is Dennis L. Jenkins
presenting “Research at the Paisley Caves:
America's Pre-Clovis Latrine”
Four workshops are scheduled this year. Seats
are limited – so register early!
•
•
•

•

Workshop #1 - Comparative Osteology - How do
you make that call in the field?
Workshop #2 - Caring for Artifacts - From the
Field to the Lab
Workshop #3 - How is this Working? An update
on the Section 106 Programmatic Agreement for
the Federal Aid Highway Program in California.
Workshop #4 - Archaeochemistry (Classroom
and Field Trip Workshop).
For complete details and to register on line, visit

www.scahome.org
Members, to register for the Annual Meeting log on
to the "Members Only" section of the website and
click the "Register for Events" link. Non-members
email office@scahome.org or call (530) 342-3537.
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involved early and stay engaged with the SCA. I vow
to encourage SCA members (past, present, and new)
to be enthusiastic about bettering our organization
during my term. As a volunteer organization, the
SCA depends on each of us for participation. I want
to encourage active involvement so everyone
develops a proprietary sense about the SCA. This is
our organization and it can only thrive if each and
every one of us participates and helps out!
If elected, I intend to bring my energy and
enthusiasm to the position of Southern California
Vice-President. During the two-year term, I will work
on bringing together California archaeologists and
encourage crossover between the public, private
industry, cultural resources management, and
academic archaeology. Further, I will complement
the rest of the SCA board members' talents with my
own.

Position Statements:
Treasurer
John Burge
Education; professional background, and research
interests
Education: BA and MA in Anthropology CSU,
Chico; BS in accounting Cal State Chico
Professional background and research interests:
Ten years of experience in archaeological survey and
excavation in California and the Great Basin.
Position Statement:
I am pleased to run again for the office of treasurer of
the SCA. I look forward to helping keep the
organization financially strong. A past goal of the
organization was to save one year of operating
expenses. We now have three years of operating
expenses in reserve. This fall we will be audited by a
CPA, which will open up possible grant funding for
various programs.
It's an exciting time to be involved with the SCA and
I hope to continue as its treasurer.
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SCA Calendar of Events
Submitted by Stella D’Oro

Upcoming Events:

Future Annual Meetings:

January 8, 2011
Fall and Winter Foods, Materials, and Native
Medicines
The San Diego Archaeological Center is sponsoring
two classes on seasonal foods, materials, and Native
medicines. This is the first class and it will be held
from 10 am to 2 pm at the Center located at 16666
San Pasqual Valley Road, Escondido.
Call (760) 291-0370 or visit
http://www.sandiegoarchaeology.org/index.html

March 28–April 2, 2011. Society for Applied
Anthropology 71st Annual Meeting. Seattle,
Washington. http://www.sfaa.net

February 17, 2011
Archaeological Research Design in CRM
Taught by Michael Moratto, this is a Cultural
Resources Pro-Seminar and Orientation class for
Riverside County certificate renewals. For more
information, please contact Leslie Mouriquand,
County Archaeologist at (760) 393-3411.
March 10–March 13, 2011. Society for California
Archaeology 45th Annual Meeting. Rohnert Park,
California. http://www.scahome.org
REGISTER ONLINE TODAY!
March 12, 2011
Spring and Summer Foods, Materials, and Native
Medicines
The San Diego Archaeological Center is sponsoring
two classes on seasonal foods, materials, and Native
medicines. This is the second class and it will be held
from 8:30 am to 12:30 pm at the Kumeyaay Ipai
Interpretive Center located at 13104 Ipai Waaypuk
Trail (Silver Lake Road), Poway.
Call (858) 922-8043 or visit
http://www.sandiegoarchaeology.org/index.html

March 30–April 3, 2011. Society for American
Archaeology 76th Annual Meeting. Sacramento,
California. http://www.saa.org

1860s view looking north on Front Street in Old Sacramento
from L Street. Photo from www.parks.ca.gov.

March 29–March 31, 2012. Society for California
Archaeology 45th Annual Meeting. San Diego,
California. http://www.scahome.org
April 18–April 22, 2012
Society for American Archaeology 77th Annual
Meeting. Memphis, Tennessee. http://www.saa.org
April 3–7, 2013. Society for American Archaeology
78th Annual Meeting. Honolulu, Hawaii.
http://www.saa.org
April 23–27, 2014. Society for American
Archaeology 79th Annual Meeting.
Austin, Texas. http://www.saa.org.

March 26, 2011
Calico Early Man Site Picnic
The San Bernardino County Museum is sponsoring a
field trip with Dee Schroth. The trip leaves from
Redlands. Make your reservation: (909) 307-2669
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