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ON THE COVER: After the morning presentations at the October CCASP advanced workshop,

volunteers went to an archaeology site at Bishop Field to practice newly-learned GPS and
recording skills. Photograph courtesy of Beth and Chris Padon.
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From the Presidents

President’s Column: Spring Update
C. Kristina Roper, President

President

presentation in the Plenary session
perhaps encapsulates my goal for this
year’s meeting best: Parity at the Table –
An Intersection of Values Between the
CRM Profession and Indigenous People.

C. Kristina Roper, SCA President

A year ago in Modesto, on the last day of
the Annual Meeting, I had a brief
conversation with SCA member Kathy
Dowdall in the Doubletree Hotel lobby. I
mentioned that, in my view, while Native
American presence at the annual meetings
had increased significantly over the past
few years, there still appeared to be a
disconnect between archaeologists and
Native peoples. We were still segregated
in our conversations, parallel playing
rather than collaborating. I told Kathy
that my goal for the 2010 annual meeting
was to promote Native American
participation in the core elements of the
SCA annual meeting.
I am pleased to report that, with the help
of several people including Program
Chair Georgia Fox, Wendy Teeter,
Desiree Martinez and several other
individuals, my goal has been realized.
This year’s Plenary Session in Riverside
focuses on the many challenges we face
in cultural heritage management in
California. Of the eight participants in the
Plenary session, five are Native
American. The title of Gregg Castro’s
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Executive Board
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The challenges of cultural heritage
management and access to cultural
collections by Indigenous people will be
the topic of this year’s Keynote Speaker
at the Annual Awards Banquet on Friday
night, March 19, 2010. Dr. Sven
Hakkanson, Jr. is the Executive Director
of the Alutiiq Museum in Kodiak, Alaska.
In 2007 he was awarded the prestigious
McArthur Fellowship in support of his
work preserving and reviving ancient
traditions and rich heritage of the past of
Alutiiq communities in Alaska. Dr.
Hakkanson will also be in attendance
during the three-day meeting, and I hope
many of you will have an opportunity to
meet him and learn more of his work with
indigenous collections in Alaska and from
museums around the world.
Speaking of cultural heritage
management, I would like to thank the
San Diego Archaeological Center and
artist Marie Andersen for designing this
year’s Archaeology Month Poster
honoring California’s history and
heritage. The central graphic from the
poster is reproduced on the cover of the
2010 Annual Meeting Program. I also
wish to thank the US Forest Service,
Bureau of Land Management, National
Park Service, and the Office of Historic
Preservation of the California Parks for
continuing to provide support for
Archaeology Month as well as other
important SCA functions.

C. Kristina Roper
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President’s Column: Spring Update, continued
Despite the economic challenges we are currently facing in
California and across the country, I am happy to report that the preregistration numbers for the upcoming Annual Meeting in
Riverside are high and more forms are coming in every day. The
Mission Inn is fully booked; however, rooms are still available at
the $99/night rate at the Marriott. A highlight of this year’s
meeting will be the always popular Reception and Silent Auction
which will be held at the Mission Inn in the Saint Francis Atrio and
adjacent Galleria. Many thanks to SCA members who continue to
donate beverages and items for the auction. We couldn’t do it
without your support.
In a previous column I spoke about the effort of SCA members
Michael Sampson and Susan Hector to formulate a legal context in
California that mirrors the federal Archaeological Resources
Protection Act (ARPA). State Senator Denise Moreno Ducheny
has taken up their cause and has recently introduced legislation,
now referred to as SB 1034 (the California Public Lands
Archaeological Resources Protection Act). SB 1034 would allow a
state agency to issue an order that assesses a civil penalty against a
person who knowingly and willfully excavates upon, or removes,
destroys, injures, or defaces archaeological resources on public
lands. The bill would establish procedures for the assessment of
Poster designed by Marie Andersen
the civil penalty, including procedures for determining the
commercial and archaeological value of those resources and cost
of restoration. The bill would also authorize the forfeiture of the archaeological resources that were the subject of the
violation and the vehicles and equipment of the person that were used in connection with the violation. The SCA is
pleased to sponsor SB 1034 and will be working with State Senator Ducheny and other members of the California
Legislature to promote this important piece of legislation.
I hope to see many of you in Riverside later this month!

Riverside is rich in history and this guide is a comprehensive list of
historic sites in downtown Riverside including a walking map. It includes
drawings by renowned artist, Marty Tobias.
Download the map for free at:
http://riversidedowntown.org/files/RDP_Walking_Map_427.pdf
Riverside’s friendly Downtown Ambassadors are on hand seven days a
week patrolling downtown Riverside. They provide useful information
and directions to downtown visitors, as well as patrol the downtown
parking garages and parking lots for security purposes.
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SCA Business and Activities

Committee Reports
Native American Programs Report
Submitted by Janet Eidsness

SCA Annual Meeting in Riverside will feature a number of sessions featuring
California Indian perspectives, knowledge and information; among them...
Thursday, March 18, 9-11 a.m.
Plenary Session (on Curation issue), including Native scholars & speakers Gregg
Castro (Rumsien Ohlone), Cindi Alvitre (Tongva),
Desiree Martinez (Gabrielino/Tongva), Anthony Madrigal (Cahuilla), Pattie Garcia
Tuck (THPO for Agua Caliente Band of Cahuilla), among others...
Thursday, March 18, 1-2 p.m.
Closed meeting of Riverside County reps of Inter-Tribal Cultural Resources Working
Group followed at 2-3 p.m. by open meeting for all interested Tribal people to
address Archaeology and Curation Standards and Practices, Cultural Sensitivity, and
Riverside County Cultural Resources Certification
Thursday, March 18, 3-4:30 p.m.
Open Meeting of the SCA Native American Programs Committee
Friday, March 19, 8-9:15 a.m.
Meet the California THPOs
Friday, March 19, 9:30-10:30 a.m.
Preston Arrow-weed (Quechan) hosts video documentary on protecting sacred
places, "Journey from Spirit Mountain"

Society for
California
Archaeology
Committees
2009-2010

Advanced Annual Meeting Planning
Donna Gillette
rockart@ix.netcom.com
Archaeology Month Representative
Laura Leach-Palm
laura@farwestern.com
Bennyhoff Memorial Award
Tom Origer
Origer@origer.com
CA Arch Site Stewardship Program
Beth and Chris Padon
bpadon@discoveryworks.com
cpadon@discoveryworks.com
Curation Representative
Cindy Stankowski
cstankowski@sandiegoarchaeology.org
Grants and Fundraising
Richard Victor Olson
richard_olson@dot.ca.gov
Membership
Vacant
Native American Programs
Janet Eidsness
jpeidsness@yahoo.com
and
Cassandra Hensher
hensher@mail.com
Nominations
Patricia Mikkelsen
pat@farwestern.com

Saturday, March 20, 8-Noon
Salt Song Trail session, with Native guests from southern California and Arizona

Proceedings
Don Laylander
dlaylander@jps.net

Plus a whole lot more!

Professional Standards and Ethics
Christine McCollum
cmccollum@ene.com

SCA Native American Programs Committee is happy to announce the award of five
full sponsorships to California Indians for this year's meeting:
Brandy Doering (Maidu)
Mary Rodgers (Salinan)
Francine Martinez (Salinan)
Preston Arrow-weed (Quechan)
Suntayea Steinruck (Tolowa)

Student Affairs
Shannon Tushingham
stushingham@ucdavis.edu
Website
Stella D’Oro
cowgalcookie@yahoo.com

Please offer support to four Native guests coming from Arizona to speak on the Salt
Song Trail Saturday morning. Thanks to SCA members for their support and
donations to this program!

SCA Newsletter 44(1)
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Committee Reports, continued
CASSP Committee Report

Submitted by Beth and Chris Padon

Site stewards visit an archaeological site during the second
day of the volunteer training workshop in August, 2009.
Linn Gassaway (center) speaks about the site’s features.

California Archaeological Site Stewardship Program
(CASSP) held three initial training volunteer
workshops during the last half of 2009. US Forest
Service (USFS) archaeologist Linn Gassaway hosted
a workshop in August at the Sequoia National Forest,
Hume Lake Ranger District. San Bernardino
National Forest archaeologist Bill Sapp, with USFS
archaeologists Travis Mason and Gina Griffith,
hosted a workshop in September in San Bernardino.
State Parks archaeologists, Kelly Long and Alicia
Perez, hosted the most recent workshop in December
at the California State Office of the Bureau of Land
Management (BLM) in Sacramento and the Carnegie
State Vehicular Recreation Area near Tracy. A total
of 52 new volunteers and six site steward alumni
attended these workshops. Thanks to the
archaeologists and volunteers for great workshops.

workshop at the Bishop BLM Field Office. Eleven
site stewards learned about the use of their GPS units
and how these field data aid the management
of cultural resources for the BLM. In early
November, State Parks archaeologist Leslie Steidl,
with Greg White (archaeologist with Pacific Legacy,
Inc.) and Mike Newland (archaeologist
with Anthropological Studies Center, Sonoma State
University) led the advanced workshop at Anderson
Marsh State Historic Park. Fifteen site stewards
participated by relocating and surveying a large
prehistoric site. In February, USFS archaeologists
Jamie Moore and Mary Kliejunas led a workshop in
stone tool identification at the Plumas National
Forest Feather River Ranger District office in
Oroville, California. Eighteen site stewards measured
and cataloged several hundred items from an
Archaeological Resources Protection Act collection
during two days of work. Christina Weinberg,
Wendy Parker, Doug Baughman, and Alden Neel, all
archaeologists at the Plumas National Forest,
provided valuable assistance and guidance.
The SCA annual meeting in Riverside will include
several site stewardship events. Stephen Horne
organized a symposium on “Site Stewardship
Programs: Where Have We Been and Where Will
We Go?” (Friday afternoon) and Kathleen Lindahl
organized a symposium on, “Site Preservation and
Stewardship” (Saturday morning). The Site
Stewardship Committee meeting will be held at
noon, Friday; everyone is welcome.

Site stewards also participated in three advanced
workshops. Advanced workshops provide additional,
focused training for site stewards who have already
taken the initial volunteer training. There was
exceptional volunteer enthusiasm and impressive
professionalism from the archaeologists at all of
these advanced workshops.
In October, BLM archaeologists Kirk Halford and
Greg Haverstock and USFS archaeologist William
Kerwin conducted a GPS and GIS advanced
SCA Newsletter 44(1)

Past and current workshop participants joined State Parks personnel
for a fieldtrip at Carnegie State Vehicular Recreation Area.
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Liaison Reports
Legislative Liaison Report
Submitted by Stephen Bryne

Federal Government News
The second session of the 111th Congress officially began on Jan. 1, 2010. The
health care reform debate was put on hold after the result of the Massachusetts
election ended the Democrat’s filibuster-proof majority in the Senate. The federal
deficit reflects the continued fallout from a deep recession and a severe financial
crisis. The Treasury Department said that the deficit for January totaled $42.63
billion. President Obama forecast the 2011 deficit, for the budget year that begins
next October 1 would total $1.27 trillion. The substantial expected deficit during a
time of continued economic recession could result in further cuts in many federal
programs.
The first Presidential Budget of the Obama Administration for fiscal year (FY)
2011 was a disappointment to the historic preservation community. Last year’s
appropriation for preservation totaled $79.5 million. The Obama preservation
budget cut $29.5 million for a total of $54.5 million in FY2011. Funding for the
National Conference of Historic Preservation Offices remained at the FY2010 level
of $46.5 million and the Tribal Preservation Offices remained at the $8 million
level. Two other successful preservation programs – Save America’s Treasures
and Preserve America – were zeroed out and another related program – National
Heritage Areas – was halved from last year’s level of $18 million to $9 million.
This is the first time since the 1980s that preservation programs have seen such a
drastic cut in federal funding.
The loss of funding for Save America’s Treasures would end the nation’s primary
bricks and mortar matching grant program. This program has preserved more than
900 significant historic places in all 50 States. This is a matching grants program;
that is, all projects have raised matching funds from public and private resources.
Federal Legislation
H.R. 1612—Public Lands Service Corps Act of 2009
Sponsor—Rep. Grijalva (D-AZ)
This legislation would rename the existing Public Lands Corps, to the Public Lands
Service Corps, and expand its mission. The bill would provide the Departments of
Interior, Agriculture, and Commerce with more financial resources to recruit
personnel, in particular, at-risk youth, to train and carry out rehabilitation programs
on federal lands. The legislation would update and expand the types of projects
that would qualify for funding to specifically include cultural, historic, and
archaeological resources. The Senate version of this bill, SB 1442, is pending
before the Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee.
State Government News
The big news in California’s legislature is the state of the state--specifically, how to
close the state’s $19.9 billion deficit. In January, Governor Schwarzenegger called
lawmakers into a special session to tackle nearly half the deficit. Senate Democrats
want to cut $5 billion from the current year’s budget, leaving deep cuts to social
services sought by Schwarzenegger for later in the year. Earlier this month, Senate
Democrats unveiled a series of proposals aimed at shoring up the state’s economy.
SCA Newsletter 44(1)

Society for
California
Archaeology
Liaisons
2009-2010

American Cultural Resource Association
Liaison
Ronald V. May
Tivella1@aol.com
California Council for the Promotion of
History Liaison
Stephen Bryne
(510) 622-0152
stephen_bryne@dot.ca.gov
Information Center Liaison
Amy Huberland
(530) 898-6256
AHuberland@csuchico.edu
Legislation Liaison
Stephen Bryne
(510) 622-0152
stephen_bryne@dot.ca.gov
Native American Heritage Commission
Liaison
Mark Allen
(909) 869-3577
mwallen@csupomona.edu
Publicity Liaison
Michelle Treviño
mtrevino@swca.com
OHP Liaison
Susan Stratton
(209) 295-3910
sstratton@parks.ca.gov
Historical Archaeology Liaison
Jenny E. Haggar
(760) 337-4473
Jenny_Haggar@ca.blm.gov
Society for Historical Archaeology Liaison
Karen K. Swope
(505) 323-8300
kswope@sricrm.com
Society for American Archaeology Liaison
Arleen Garcia-Herbst
aherbst@asmaffiliates.com
State Historical Resources Commission
Liaison
Glenn Gmoser
(559) 561-3816
glenn_gmoser@dot.ca.gov
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Liaison Reports, continued
Legislative Liaison Report,

Continued

The proposals, which Democrats maintain would create at least 140,000 jobs, rely primarily on high-speed rail, mass
transit, and school construction projects made possible by federal funding.
State Legislation
AJR 3—Offshore Oil Drilling
Author—Pedro Nava, D-Santa Barbara
This resolution would request that Congress reinstate the federal offshore oil and gas leasing moratorium and
communicates the Legislature's opposition to the proposed expansion of oil and gas drilling off the Pacific Coast. On
the very last day of the Bush administration, the Interior Department proposed a new five-year plan for oil and gas
leasing on the Outer Continental Shelf (OCS). In 31 lease sales, the plan proposes to lease as much as 300 million
acres of the OCS to drilling, including about six million acres off the coast of Humboldt, Mendocino, San Luis
Obispo, Santa Barbara, Ventura, Los Angeles, and San Diego counties.
This resolution expresses opposition to any federal energy policies and legislation that would weaken California's
legitimate state role in siting energy facilities on state lands. The resolution notes that California's ocean waters are
home to four important sanctuaries that are, by definition, areas of special conservation, recreational, ecological,
historical, cultural, archaeological, scientific, educational, and aesthetic qualities and are particularly sensitive to the
impacts of oil development.
This resolution is in response to Governor Schwarzenegger’s budget proposal that calls for the resurrection of a
controversial deal to allow offshore drilling at Tranquillon Ridge, off the coast from Vandenberg Air Force Base.
Last year, the State Lands Commission voted this proposal down. The project would allow the first new drilling in
the state since the 1969 Santa Barbara oil spill. That event resulted in the spillage of 3,200,000 gallons of crude oil
that fouled Santa Barbara County's ocean beaches. Californians became even more wary about offshore oil drilling,
resulting in the passage of additional oil and gas leasing prohibitions in 1969, 1970, and 1971. State assemblyman
Pedro Nava is the legislature’s leading critic of the proposed Tranquillon Ridge project.
Former state assemblywoman Hannah-Beth Jackson, long a fierce crusader against new offshore oil drilling in
California, has become a paid consultant to a Santa Barbara group advocating for the drilling project. Sara Wan,
founder of the Vote the Coast environmental group and a longtime member of the Coastal Commission, called the
agreement between Jackson and the group “very disturbing.”
Sources:
Lindsay, David
2009 SAA Government Affairs Update. Society for American Archaeology, January 2010.
Jackson to Push Offshore Drilling. Ventura County Star, February 1, 2010.
Environmental Groups Battle over Offshore Oil Drilling. Ventura County Star, February 2, 2010.
On Eve of First State Budget Vote, California Democrats Push Jobs Proposal. The Mercury News, February 9, 2010.
Federal Deficit Setting a Record Pace This Year. Santa Barbara News-Press, February 18, 2010.
Tranquillon Ridge Project Returns: Governor’s Revised Budget Brings Back Controversial Offshore Oil Project.
Santa Barbara Independent, May 14, 2009.
Websites: http://thomas.loc.gov/ and http://www.leginfo.ca.gov
SCA Newsletter 44(1)
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Liaison Reports, continued
Information Center Liaison Report
Submitted by Amy Huberland

CHRIS Questionnaire
As part of their continuous effort to enhance capability
and efficiency, the State Office of Historic Preservation
(OHP) and the eleven Information Centers (ICs) of the
California Historical Resources Information System
(CHRIS) have distributed a questionnaire (the
California Historical Resources Information System
User Survey) to their clients to identify areas for
improvement in Information Center products and
services. This survey is being administered by the
Institute for Social Research (ISR) at California State
University, Sacramento on behalf of the CHRIS. The
results of this survey will be submitted in a report to the
CHRIS and utilized as a foundation for improving
customer service.
CHRIS GIS and Electronic Conversion
Status
Both the CHRIS Information Centers and OHP are
faced with the daunting task of converting more than
500,000 historical resources properties in California,
and a library of well over 20 million pages of text
hardcopy, into digital/electronic format. In the past few
years some real progress has been made towards
digitizing resource and report locations, compiling
resource and report databases, and scanning records and
reports to electronic format. In addition, the ICs and
OHP are currently discussing GIS standards for the
CHRIS as well as standards for submittal of digital and
electronic data to the ICs. Following are summaries of
the status of OHP and the individual ICs regarding this
undertaking.
Office of Historic Preservation:
OHP plans to have its new database and GIS
application, OTIS, up and running this summer. All of
OHP's inventory will be moved to this new system by
then, and some will be in GIS format. Additionally,
and importantly, the new system and data exchange
standards between OHP and the ICs will improve the
speed at which OHP's inventory is processed and made
available at the ICs.
Northwest Information Center, Rohnert Park
(NWIC):
The Northwest Information Center is embarking on a
journey into unknown territory – we are beginning a
SCA Newsletter 44(1)

service for clients that will allow them to conduct their
own in-house electronic records searches using our
NWIC GIS and Electronic Database Application.
Electronic records search information is available in
four counties: Marin, Alameda, Contra Costa, and San
Francisco, and very shortly Solano and San Mateo will
be added to this list. The NWIC Application will easily
allow clients to produce PDF records search maps of
varying scales that depict resource and report locations;
to copy PDF records and report files; to produce a
database bibliographic list or detail print-outs; and to
reproduce any other available electronically formatted
information, such as the OHP Historic Properties
Directory, historic-period maps, etc. Each consultant
who wishes to use this service will participate in one of
two training workshops being offered at the end of
February and beginning of March. In anticipation of
increasing use of this service, the NWIC will add an
additional appointment day: beginning 15 April 2010,
along with Wednesday and Thursday, which are
dedicated to large project records searches, Tuesday
will now be an Appointment-Only day with six twohour appointment slots, primarily dedicated to
electronic in-house searches.
North Central Information Center, Sacramento
(NCIC):
At the North Central Information Center, we are now
able to offer fully electronic record searches for our
resource and report inventory for Sacramento County,
and we will be able to conduct electronic record
searches for Placer County in the very near future. We
have also commenced digitization work for records
pertaining to Yuba County. Much of the records from
our remaining counties have also been digitized, but
require analysis and completion.
Central Coast Information Center, Santa Barbara
(CCIC):
The Central Coast Information Center is currently
offering 100% digital services for full service records
searches. In-house records searches are currently still
conducted on paper maps, but we are in the process of
adapting a new GIS system that will allow our in-house
clients to conduct record searches using the GIS data.
The new system should be in place by the end of 2010.
Page 9

Liaison Reports, continued
Information Center Liaison Report, continued
San Bernardino Archaeological Information Center
(SBAIC):
The SBAIC has had all pre-2001 AutoCad data scanned
into ArcGIS files and once these have been checked
and rectified, will add the additional records and reports
that have come in since 2001.
Eastern Information Center, Riverside (EIC):
For the past two years, the EIC has been engaged in an
intensive program to convert all of its paper-based
spatial and text information files to digital formats. It is
anticipated that the transition to fully electronic
operations will be achieved for at least one, and perhaps
all, of the three counties the EIC serves within this
calendar year.
Northeast Information Center, Chico (NEIC):
Currently, 125 of the 660 NEIC base maps (resources
and reports) have been completely converted to GIS
format, and at this time, record search locations which
fall within those quadrangle maps are being conducted
electronically (including all of Sutter and most of Butte
and Glenn counties). Funding from various state and
federal agencies has also supported the conversion of an
additional 200 resource location maps across the 11
NEIC counties, leaving approximately 250 resource
location maps and 450 report location maps yet to
digitize. All resource records for the counties of Butte,
Glenn, and Sutter have been scanned and are available
as PDFs. At this time all new resource records and
reports that are received by the NEIC are being
digitized into the GIS database. The resource database
is complete for all 11 counties and the report
bibliography is 75% complete (covering Butte, Glenn,
Lassen, Modoc, Plumas, Sierra, Sutter, and Tehama
counties). For in-house researchers, only hard copy
records searches are currently available.
Central California Information Center, Stanislaus
(CCIC):
The Central California Information Center is currently
updating digitized quads completed as part of the
Natural Resources Conservation Service contract,
nearing completion of the digitized map portion for
Stanislaus County. The CCIC cannot offer electronic
SCA Newsletter 44(1)

records search services as yet. We are soon to begin
entering resource database information for Stanislaus
County.
Southern San Joaquin Valley Information Center,
Bakersfield (SSJVIC):
The SSJVIC has been working diligently to scan all
documents into PDF format and plot all locations in
GIS. To date, we have scanned all the primary records
for all five counties (Fresno, Kern, Kings, Madera,
Tulare), all reports for Kern County, and about half the
reports for Fresno County. We have plotted all Kern
County's reports and about half of Kern County's
primary records in GIS. We do not currently offer
electronic record searches in any county.
South Central Coastal Information Center,
Fullerton (SCCIC):
The South Central Coastal Information Center has
digitized shapes for nearly all the resource and report
inventory for Los Angeles, Orange, and Ventura
counties. We are currently putting these data through a
rigorous quality control procedure to ensure that they
are ready for use in our day-to-day operations.
South Coastal Information Center, San Diego
(SCIC):
While we have continued to offer fully electronic
record searches and other electronic products for San
Diego County, our focus over the last year has been the
digitization and incorporation of the former Southeast
IC (Imperial County) archive into our system. Through
our efforts, we have digitized all site records, mapped
all site and report boundaries in GIS, and recently
begun offering fully electronic record searches and
electronic products for Imperial County.
North Coastal Information Center, Yurok Tribe
(NCIC):
The NCIC is looking forward to completing some
scanning of records and reports this year. In addition,
we will begin training in GIS and with additional
funding, look forward to moving forward with our GIS
and record scanning projects.
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Liaison Reports, continued
Historical Archaeology News in California
Submitted by Jenny H. Blanchard

Angel Island State Park 100th Anniversary
In January, Angel Island State Park celebrated the 100th
anniversary of the Angel Island Immigration Station, which has
been an important gateway for immigrants arriving on the west
coast of the United States. From 1910-1940, immigrants from 80
countries passed through Angel Island. The Island was especially
important for historic immigration of Chinese laborers to
California. In celebration, 100 immigrants were sworn in as
American citizens. President Obama also signed a proclamation
declaring a National Angel Island Day and the importance of the
“Ellis Island of the West.”
Volunteers Needed at Columbia State Historic Park
Columbia State Historic Park, located just east of Stockton and Modesto, is looking for volunteers to staff the park.
Columbia is a former gold mining town, and the park needs volunteers to help staff facilities, as well as help with
historic reenactments. If you are interested in being a part of the living history at Columbia, call Danielle Belluz at
(209) 588-9128 or email her at dbelluz@parks.ca.gov
Better Know a Historic Landmark!
In this issue, I would like to introduce the first in a 1041-part series, “Better Know a Historic Landmark!” In each
newsletter, I will introduce you to a new historic site listed by the Office of Historic Preservation as a California
Historical Landmark, and let you know how you can help support the preservation of California’s historic sites.
Landmark Number 136: The First Theater in California
Located at the corner of Scott and Pacific Streets, Monterey
This small adobe building was built in 1846 and 1847 by Jack
Swan, and originally functioned as an inn and tavern for sailors
who had come ashore in Monterey Bay. In 1850, it became
California’s first theater when soldiers from the US Army’s 1st
New York Volunteers put on plays to raise extra money.
Soldiers built a platform stage and benches, and lit the
makeshift theater with a combination of whale oil lamps and
candles. Tickets for the first show cost $5 apiece. Later uses for
the theater included a lodging house for whalers, but after Jack
Swan died in 1896, the building fell victim to neglect.
The First Theater, Monterey. Photo courtesy California

The First Theater’s life as an historic site began in 1906 when the State Parks.
California Historic Landmarks League bought the building and
donated it to the State of California. It is currently a part of Monterey State Historic Park; however, due to structural
issues, the inside of the building is currently closed to the public. In fact, due to state budget cuts, all guided walking
tours of Monterey State Historic Parks have been cancelled until further notice. You can help support the park
financially by booking a private group tour, booking an event in one of the park’s historic gardens, or visiting the
Cooper Museum Store.

SCA Newsletter 44(1)
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SCA News and Notes

Rock Art Researchers to Gather in Del Rio, Texas
Submitted by Donna Gillette

Del Rio, Texas will be the setting for the 37th annual conference of the American Rock Art Research Association
(ARARA), to convene March 26 – 29, 2010. Del Rio is located on the Texas/Mexico border, and is the portal to the
Lower Pecos River style of rock art.
A diverse program is planned, exploring the many facets of rock art – prehistoric Native American markings found
on stone in natural landscape settings. Presentations on the rock art of southern Texas and beyond, plus a special
symposium devoted to discussion of the Red Linear pictograph style will form the heart of the conference.
SHUMLA, an international center for archeological research and education, will conduct the exciting field trips
offered. A workshop on the D-stretch recording technique; committee meetings focused on education; archives;
conservation and publication; a fundraising auction; and the ever popular vendor room that features rock art-related
wares and publications for sale are all planned.
ARARA is a diverse community of members dedicated to the preservation, research, and communication of the
significance of rock art, which is a non-renewable resource of enduring cultural value, and an important expression
of shared human cultural heritage.
For more information about ARARA, please visit: www.arara.org

Historical and Archaeological Investigations of the Hi Good Cabin site (CA-TEH-2105H), a report
by Richard Burrill, is now available for free, online at http://www.ishifacts.com/higood.asp. The
report is a resource reference for archaeologists, historians, museum curators, and enthusiasts of
Butte, Plumas, Shasta, and Tehama county histories. For a hard copy of the report, please contact:
Richard Burrill, Publisher & Author-in-Residence
The Anthro Company
200 Carroll Street #21
Susanville, CA 96130
Email: richardburrill2011@gmail.com
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SCA Calendar of Events
Submitted by Stella D’Oro

Upcoming Events:

Future Annual Meetings:

The Mission Inn, Riverside, California

March 17-20, 2010
The SCA Annual Meeting will be held in Riverside.
April 14-18, 2010
SAA’s 75th Anniversary Meeting. St. Louis,
Missouri.
May 5-8, 2010
Society of Ethnobiology. 33rd Annual Conference.
Victoria, British Columbia, Canada.

The Eiffel Tower, Paris, France. Photo courtesy
http://www.allposters.com/-sp/Eiffel-Tower_Posters_i314201_.htm

August 23-28, 2010
The International Council for Archaeozoology
International Conference. Museum National
d’Histoire Naturelle and Pierre Et Marie Curie
University in Paris, France. For information: JeanDenis Vigne, vigne@mnhn.fr; Please write
“ICAZ2010” in the subject heading.
March 30-April 3, 2011
76th SAA Annual Meeting. Sacramento, CA.

Victoria, British Columbia. Photo courtesy
http://www.travelonly.com/.../victoria_britishcolumbia
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