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ACTION IN ARCHAEOLOGY" 
POLITICAL NOTES 

AND NEWS 

THE DEA TH OF SB 1400 

Item: Senate Bill 1400, giving control of the State Indian Museum and California 
archaeological sites to a Board of TTustees dra'\'m largely from Indian 
communities, was killed in the Senate Finance Committee July 17. 

Senate Bill 1400, subject of gTeat consternation 1n archaeological circles a few months 
ago, is dead. The bill, which would have guaranteed Indian control of the Indian material 
heTttage but which raised to many archaeologists the spectre of research-blockage and site 
destTuction, was killed by the state Senate Finance Committee in mid-July. 

· The issues raised during the consideration of SB 1400, however, remain with us and must 
be faced. The fact remains that native Americans have a vital and legitimate concern for theiT 
socfocultural history; the fact remains that Indians and a.rchaeologists have everything to gain 
fro111 cooperation, and the fact remains that there is little meaningfcil communication between 
Indians and archaeOLOgists - or anthropologists in general - on most issues Of impoi:tance to 
either or both. 

SB 1400; in another guise, will be back. Hopefully next time it will be a measure drafted 
·by native Americans and archaeologists together, behind which the SCA can stand without hesit
ation. But a beneficial atmosphere of cooperation cannot be developed until archaeologists rec.
ognise that there are Indians who are not skeletons in the grour:.d, that there are Indian concerns 
bes.ides being the objects of scholarly study, and that if we are to avoid the label of utter hypo
crites it would behoove us to either stand and be counted 'A'ith the Indians on these issues or 
acknowledge as our own the proposition that the only good one is a dead one.· 

Tom King -- Editor-in-Chief 

NCAS REVEALS STATE PARK SITE DESTRUCTION 
In a letter dated August 4 addressed to Governor Ronald Reagan, Ward Upson of the 

Northwestern California ATchaeological Society bas revealed the disturbance of two archaeological 
sites in Salt Point State Park. Accusing the Department of Parks and Recreation of "engaging 
in the partial destruction of archaeological Tesources in direct violation of the intent of state 
antiquities laws ... without any provisions made for ... salvage ... ", Upson noted that the two 
sites are being disturbed by park facility construction "with the full knowledge of :VIr. William 
P. Mott, the Director of state Parks and Recreation, and· l\1r. Francis Riddell, the State Park 
Archaeologist". On behalf of the NCAS, Up.son has also forwarded specific recommendations 
for remedial action to Director Mott. ·Word of further action has not yet reached the ~WS
LETTER staff. 
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PROGRESS REPORTED BY HIGHWAY SALVAGE COMMITTEE 
]'his summer the Committee on Highway Salvage Archaeology has been active in meeting 

with state officials concerning possible modification of the present highway salvage program. 
On June 19 the Co:-nmittee, represented by Claude Warren, David and Margaret Weide, and 
Robert Edwards, made a presentation to the Calliornia Highway Commission in Fresno. There 
Dr. Warren read a statement SUilUJ;).arizing widespread feelings of dissatisfaction among arch
aeologists with the existing state salvage program. The Commission called for a meeting between 
representativ~s of the SCA and t.lie Department of Parks and Recreation, and officials of the 
Division of Highways, to work to>Y-ard some agreeable solution, and requested a report of the 
outcome. 

The meeting took place in Sacramento on July 14. Attending for the SCA were Robert 
Edwards, David Weide, and Joseph and Kerry Cbartkoff. A more specific list of archaeological 
grievances was presented by the SCA. They centered on problems of structure and administration 
in the salvage program, such as adminfatrative overhead charges to salvage contracts, lack of 
funding for preliminary surveys, planning and post-excavation analysis, and non-survey of many 
route adoptions. N'o solutions were reached at the meeting, but officials of the Division of 'High
ways emphasized that their agency ·wished to retain its working relationship with Parks and Rec
reation, and asked that the SCA and Parks and Recreation get together to come up with some 
mutually agreeable suggestions for improvement. Later that day representatives of the two. 
groups agreed to exchange correspondence and proposals, to be followed by meetings at which 
firm recommendations for change could be worked out. 

Following the Sacramento meeting, the SCA contingent prepared a report on the highway. 
salvage picture including a discussion of the areas of dissatisfaction, a statement of the structm 
of the present program, recommendations for needed improvements in the structure and admin- ) 
istration of the existing program, and several alternate programs whlch, if adopted by the High-
way Commission, could institute the suggested reforms. It noted that if the approxinoately 
$140, 000. 00 spent annually by Highways for salvage archaeology were more efficiently administered 
at overhead charges ··comparable to those made by colleges and universities for the same services, 
such reforms as funded surveys, analysis and report preparation could be provided within present 
spending limits, and undependable "volunteer institution" services could be replaced witb contrac
ted and adequatel:ic funded, scientifically-worthwhile prograrc.s. It called for improved program 
admL-Ustration, swift contract processing, use of volunteer workers and facilities when possible, 
secure rights-of-way for excavation, streamlined hiring and other personnel policies, and 
scientifically adequate treatment of excavated data. Four alternatives for revised prograons were 
put forth: (1) direct contracting between Highways and local institutions; (2) direct contracting 
between Highways and local institutions with administration and supervision by Parks. and Recreation; 
(3) tl::e establishment of two independent regional archaeologists at two institutions (north and south) 
who would administer the program for Highways; (4) retention of the existing system witl: the , 
major modifications called for in the report. 

In late August multiple copies of the 38-pag·e report were sent to the Highway Commission, 
the Division of Highways, the Department of Parks and Recreation and several archaeoiogists. 
The SCA Committee is now awaiting responses, .and is setting up additional meetings ·with state 
officials to promote activation of tbe proposed .modifications. SCA. members are being contacted 
by Committee members as often as circumstances permit to solicit opinions on desired programs. 
Copies of the current report can be obtained from the Secretary or the Treasurer on request with 
payment of $1. 50/copy (in advance, please) to cover costs of duphcating- and rr;;i.iling. 

Joe Chartkoff 
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SOCIETY NEWS 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE ?J[EET SET J:TOR SACRA2.1ENTO 
At the invitation of the Central California Archaeological Foundation and with the_ cooperation 

of Sacramento State College, the SCA Executive .Comrcittee will meet in open session on Sunday, 
October 26 at Sacramento state College, 6000 Jay Street, Sacram.ento. All members are invited 
to attend. The meeting is tentatively scheduled to begin at 1:00 P. M. Contact J. J. Johnson., 
Department of Anthropology, Sacramento state College for details. and finalized sche.dule. 

ARI SUPPORTS PUBLICATION :E'Ul'-,'D 
On behalf of Arcl:aeological Research, Incorporated, Roger Desautels has generously 

donated fifty dollars ($50. 00) to.the SCA Publication Fund. The Executive Committee has 
gratefully acknowledged this very valuable support, which deserves the.thanks of all members. 

MEETING ON SOUTHE&'I CALIFORNIA ARCRA..EOLOGY ANNOUNCED 
on October 11, the SCA with the cooperation of the Archaeological Survey Association of 

Southern California, the UCLA Archaeological Survey and Calif .. state College at Pomona will 
sponsor the first conference on·southern .California Archaeology. Modelled on tl:e highly s1.:cces
sful meetings at U. C.Davls, which have sparked considerable interest and numerous changes in 

. central and northern California archaeology by their open consideration of theoretical, technical. 
and policy problems, tl:e first Soutl:er21 California meeting is planned as an organizational one, 
aimed.at the CA-pl.oration of mutual problems ·and opportunities in Southern California archaeo
logical research, and at developing formats for a continuing series of meetings in various parts 
of the southern half of the state. 

All archaeologists and/ or representatives of all archaeological institutions and groups 
working or coneerned ·with Southern California archaeology are urged to attend. The meeting 
will begin at l.O AM and end around 5 Plvl, in Room 114 of the Business Building at California 
State College, Pomona (formerly Calif. Polytectnic College). Coffee and donuts v.'ill be served. 
Leave the San Bernardino Freeway on the San Dimas off-ramp and travel west onto campus, 
straight ahead to the visitor parking area. Signs >>ill indicate the route to the Business Building. 
It is ·hoped that this meeting and those that hopefully will follow will usher in a new era of cooper·· 
ation a.mong the scattered institutions and organizations of South<Yrn California. \Vide attendance 
is important. 

To:n King 
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SCA and UCLA TO LAUNCH JOINT ARCHIVE SERIES 
An agreement in principal has been reached between the Executive Committee of the SCA. 

and the staff of the UCLA Archaeological Survey to institute a joint "Archive11 series . . This 
program will accept primary data papers in archaeology and related fields, and reproduce these 
papers at nominal cost upon request. Reproduction will be by xerography, and cost to SCA 
members will probably be about four to five cents per page. Cost to non-members will be 
somewhat greater. An abstract of each paper accepted during any given year will be published 
by UCLA in its ANNUAL REPORT, which will no longer accept primary data papers for full 
publication, and abstracts may also be published separately by the SCA. The new service, it is 
felt, will insure that primary data sources will continue to be available in spite of the fact that 
few institutions are able or willing to continue publishing them in monograph form, and will be 
low in cost to the SCA and to interested purchasers. 

GENERAL PLAN COMMITTEE BEGINS WORK 
The SCA Committee on the California General Plan is underway, more or less . The 

Committee 1 s potential program has aroused interest in the State Department of Planning, but 
response from the archaeological profession has been mixed. An initial mailing to a large 
number of California archaeolcg ists, anthropologists, and others, solicited cooperation in the 
form of recommendations about the shape archaeology might take in the California of the future, 
in terms of regional research programs, theoretical and technical problems, and administrative 
structures. Response has varied from the few wonderful individuals who immediately sent in 
recommendations, through a good number of very welcome expressions of support and willingness 
to assist, across a rather overlarge silent majority, to o:..1.e notable archaeologist who denouncE 
the whole idea as an attempt on the part of the executive secretary to take over the state. In 
case Mrrs . Reagan, Unruh, or others are shaking in their boots, I rush to disclaim such ambition. 
I would also like to beg the pardon of those archaeologists and others whom I inadvertently ignored 
in the mailing; the committee needs the help of all, whether solicited or not, and I hope any who 
feel slighted will let me know immediately. The committee's intent is to formulate a comprehensive 
state position toward archaeological researc:?h, with specific programs for its implementation. 
We need the expression of many views, the benefit of much experience. We cannot really get 
moving until we know ·on whom we can count for aid. Please contact us if you are willing to 
participate. 

Tom King - Executive Secretary 

HEAVY SALES REPORTED ON FIBST SCA PUBLICATION 
Over 500 copies of Charles Rozaire's Special Committee Report GOVERNMENT AND 

ARCHAEOLOGY have now been sold, according to Treasurer Kerry Chartkoff . This heavy 
sales volume assures that the printer can be quickly paid off and further SCA publications 
can be planned. Rozaire's report, a concise encylopedia of federal and state antiquity laws 
and r egulations, has now been placed on the desks of most state and federal officials through 
the offices of Paul Schumacher and Fritz Riddell; county, city, and regional officials and all 
pothunters everywhere need to see and heed this publication - it is strongly recommended to 
all local groups and institutions. Copies may be ordered from the Publication Committee or 
from the Treasurer for $1. 00 each. 
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NEWS OF THE PROFESSION 

SAN FRANCISCO STA TJ<] COLLF:GE 
Field operations for the third phase of the Bucgn Reservoir,,Project in wiadera County 

have just been completed. Crews directed by :Michael Moratto and Winfield Henn excavated 
portions of six sites, bringing the three-year total to more than twenty sites tested. Mad-107 
and Mad-117 received most of the attention tliis season, '<\ith ·85 and 30 lx2 meter units .completed 
respectively. The resulting 3000 artifacts and 35 burials, as well as radiocarbon samples· and 
structural data, will contribute significantly to a better understanding of prehistory in the central 
Sierra. A complete report of Buchanan Project findings is slated for ultimate publication in the 
·:cTeganza Museum's series. 

Under the general editorship of To:cn King, the· report of 1968 investigations at Buchanan 
Reservoir· has just been published by the Trega=a Museum. Copies are now available from · 
the s. F. State College Bookstore or directly from the Museum. 

I.ast-- but far from least in the news from S. F. State -~ President S. I. Hayakawa has 
provided the Treganza Ml!seum with a generous grant. for educa:tional supplies and activities. 
This assistance will enable us· to pu1'chase a number of badly-needed storage and laboratory 
facilities during the three-year period before a permanent museu,,'11 building is constructed. 

· 1Ylike Moratto 

SAN LD'IS OBISPO COUNTY ARCJ;Ll\.EOLOGICAL SOCIETY·· 
AN EMERGENCY SALVAGE DIG SUCCE-E.DS 

A previously unknown cemetery site now designated SL0-522 was encountered during the 
second week of September when earthmoving began in a borrow area for California Polytechnic 
College's new track stadium, near San J,uis Obispo. With the cooperation of the landowner and 
contractor, a volunteer crew under the direction of Charles Dills and Jay Von Werlhof spent 
three frantic days in an emergency salvage excavation. Skeletal material was in very bad cond
ition and the burials were very close]y spaced; but it was estimata:Led that up to 40 burials were 
exposed, many with elaborate arrays of grave accompanyments. The work of analysis is only 
beginning, but Dills notes potentially significant comparisons to be drawn between SL0-522 and 
the Avila Beach Site (SL0-56), which lay about 2 miles to the west and was axcavated by the 
Los Angeles Count-y Museum in 1929. 

UCLA-.:. END OF AN ACTIVE SUMMER 
The UCLA-UCSB Summer Field School has drawn to an end, with excavations terminated 

at Mescalitan Island and Burton Mound. l\>Iaterial from the former site.is under aoolysis at the 
UCLA Archaeological Su:rvey by st'Jdents supervised by Pat Finnerty and Gary Stickel, wh.ile 
Claude Warren is working with the Burton Mound material at the University of Nevada, Las Vegas. 
A number of students from the Archaeological Survey participated in the highway salvage excavation 
at Refugfo Beach State Park; material from this excavation is now undergoing Ji:cn West's analysis 
at the Survey. Salvage excavations were conducted during the summer at Llm-217, a sonall; shal
low· site characterized by ·a small :number of milling' tools,· flakes, and an occasional rock or ash 
feature, under the diret.>tion of Sam Mayhew and Tom King. Mayhew and Gary Stickel are currently 
completing a week-long survey of Sand Canyon; a potential development near Tehachapi. Tom · 
King conducted a survey of the I.ang Ranch development in Ventura County, and Sam l\fayhew 
surveyed Palisade Highlands, a development in progress in the eastern Santa Monica Moux1tair1s. 
The latter survey located n1151Lcanus Cave (L.."..n-388), a stratified rockshelter now under excavation 
by the Survey. 

Tom King 
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TWO NEW FIELDWORKERS REPORT 
Rudolf J..arios, instructor at Merritt College in Oakland, reports a site··su:rvey conducte< 

along the coast between San Simeon· and Big Su:r, with the following results: location of three 
sites on and near Piedras Blancas Point, .a large site with three occupation loci at Arroyo de 
los Chinos, a site at Arroyo de Santa Cruz, a site at Mill Creek that has been partially destroyed 
by state construction, and a buried site at Pfeiffer Point. A survey is now being undertaken 
along Nacimiento Road in the Santa Lucia Mountains. 

The South Bay Historical Society, represented by Michael Poe of Botita, reports completion 
of an excavation at a la Jollan campsite in Ch_ula Vista, location of 12 sites soi.'l:h of San Diego, 
initiation of preservation programs at Rancl:o de la Nacion, and plans for a'Ccavation at a felsite 
workshop comp~ex. 

Complaints have reached us, not infrequently,· tl:at the 1''EWSLETTER is topheavy with 
news of the San Francisco and Los A~eles areas to the exclusion of other regions and instit
utions. This imbalance is evident in the current edition, and we would beg ou:r critics to con.
sider a solution-. Like corresponding with us. Being working stiffs who put this rag out in our 
spare time, and lacking secretaries, staffs, or s-w"itchboards, we have a certain amount of 
difficulty canvassing the profession for news and opinions. We would deeply appreciate it if 
each institution that wants to get its name in print and its news to the public would designate 
some stude'1t, staff member, or other representative to fill us in on what's happening. We 
are trying to attain the following publication schedule: 

Publication: December 1 
February 1 
April 1 
June. l 
August l 
October l 

LE1'TERS AND REQUESTS 

News should be received by: November 5 
January 5 
March 5 
May 5 
July 5 
September 5 

Tom King - ECitor-in-Chief 

Jacques Fite!: of San Francisco has suggested that the NEWSLETTER always include 
mailing addresses for the Editor, the Officers, and committee chairmen, and that a calendar 
of Executive Committee meetings be added. Our thanks, Mr. Fitch; addresses for everyone 
through standing committee chairmen are to be i.".lcbded on the back of the front page hereafter, 
and the next Executive meeting is announced elsewhere in this edition. No full-year calendar 
has been set by the board. 

The UCLA Archaeologieal Survey requests that any subscribers to the ANNUAL REPORT 
who have not yet received Volume 10 contact the Survey immediately. A n=ber of gift copies 
vrithout other identification lost their address labels in the mail and have been returned by the 
Post Office. Jf persons normally receiving gift copies who have not yet received fuis year's 
volume will contact the Survey, a copy will be sent i=ediately. · 
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The Santa Barbara County Archaeologj,c~LSociety Executive Committee has reviewed thE 
matter of Senate Bili 140b ~nd su6rll1Is"C'thef;~ews as follows: 

We are in sympathy with the intent of the bill and think it would be an important step in the 
direction of restoring the Indian population to full partnership in society without eliminating them 
as a cultural entity. We agree with the Society's position, however, that the legislation as pro
posed could severely hamper legitimate archaeology, particularly in the first blush of public 
awareness. We have experienced two such potential instances in our community. One concerned 
the investigation of an early contact site preliminary to a hoped-for restoration project. In the 
excavation following the raxing of an existing building and acquisition of the site by a trust set up 
for historic preservation, several burials of S anish individuals were discovered, one of which 
was reasonably well identified, and the remains were remove for safe keeping un il proper dis
position could be made. Although the excavation was public knowledge, and the property had seen 
various uses in the hundred years since the colonial structure disintegrated and was abandoned, 
a local descendent of the original family, in a letter published in the press, took issue with the 
disturbance of the "graves" which led to some public concern. 

Later our Society, assisted by the University, had the opportunity to perform a salvage 
excavation in what proved to be the cemetery of a late Chumash village. Again, som~ members 
of the local Spanish-speaking community expressed concern over the excavating of the graves of 
"our ancestors" even though there had been no claim from the community of Chumash descendents. 

We think these two instances make obvious the importance of better communications between 
archaeologists and the local communities that have cultural connections with archaeological s ites, 
and of adequate provisions for participation by archaeologists in the decision-making process. 

Ruth Strobach, Secretary, Santa Barbara County Archaeological S 

. ARCHAEOLOGISTS IN THE P_UBLIC SCHOOLS -- DA TA NEEDED 
I have written to the Department of Education in Sacramento to find out what school districts 

are teaching archaeology or have archaeologists on their staffs . The only district the Department 
knows of that is conducting such a program is at Basset High School, Basset, California. Obviously 
there are more than this, and the state administrators appear interested in finding out more. 
Please, if any of you lmow of anybody teaching or doing archaeology with any primary or secondary 
school, PLEASE~ write and let me know. I think we are on the verge of opening up jobs for dozens 
of a rchaeologists, both career and avocational, if only someone can put things together and make 
the big push. 

Joe Chartkoff 

1l' A lL..E $ 1l'<D> lWl.A\JKlE 1l'HHE JIB lL..<O.><D>JID 11!UID11r CO lL..1ID 
First of a series of parables on pothunting; this month 1s tale contributed by 

Ed Von der Porten, Santa Rosa Junior College 

A site in Point Reyes National Seashore containing 16th-century contact material was being 
potted by someone who cut into the faces of excavated trenches at the midden level below a sand 
overburden, causing cave-ins. Two boys, about 10 and 11 years old, were identified by local 
people as the culprits, and one day they were caught in the act. Their parents, it developed, drove 
them to the site on Saturday mornings and picked them up in the afternoons. When faced with the 
fact that they were violating the antiquities act and damaging an important site, the parents' react· 
was that the boys needed an outlet since they had trouble at school, with others their age, and witl 
society in general, and "archaeology" was their one great enthusiasm. 
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NEW PUB LI CA TIO NS 

Pacific Coast Archaeological Society Quarterly, Vol. 5, No. 3, July 1969. 
"Special Sepulveda Rancho Number", deals with PCAS excavations and related historic 
data oii the "Cienaga", the headquarters of Jose Sepulveda's Rancho Cerrito de Las 
Ranas and the oldest structure on the Irvine Ranch, Orange County (ca. 1820). 
$1. 50, Pacific Coast Archaeological Society, P. 0. Box 926 Costa Mesa. 

San Francisco state College Anthropology Museum Occasional Papers, Number 5, June 1969 
"Archaeology of the Buchanan Reservoir Region, Parts III to VII". The first season's 
reconnaisance and excavation at the Buchanan Reservoir in Madera County were published 
as Occasional Paper No. 4. This is a companion volume detailing the intensive excavation 
of one complex large site and extended sampling at several others. A section on historic 
archaeology, a study of functional variability among small protohistoric sites, and data on 
two sites in the San Joaquin Valley are included. $6. 93, SFSC Anthro. Museum, 94132. 
iV~0'1-.S. . 

Department of Parks and Recreation Archaeological Report 12, J'l'!ay 1969 
"Archaeology of the Grayson Site, Merced County, California'', by W. H. Olsen and 
L.A. Payen. Part of the continuing publication of data from the San Luis Dam project, 
this report describes the excavation of 4-Mer-S94, where three components, the proto 
historic Panache, the "Middle Horizon" Pacheco, and the undated but probably rather 
early Positas complexes, have been isolated. With the DPR's Archeological Report 11 
on the Little Panache Reservoir, this report provides vital primary and synthesized data 
on western San Joaquin Valley archaeology. No price listed, Dept. of Parks and Recreation, 
P.O. Box 2390, Sacramento. /J/l !)?, 5· 

UCLA Archaeological Survey Annual Report, Volume 10, 1968 
Divided into two sections, this year'sAhnual Report includes two papers specifically 
directed at the archaeology of the Santa Monica Mountains and six others dealing with 
other areas and problems in California archaeology. A preliminary section commemorating 
the Archaeological Survey's tenth anniversary features a complete research bibliography of 
Survey publications and manuscripts and a historical paper by C. W. Meighan. other authors 
include C.King, T. Blackburn and E. Chandonet on the Century Ranch Sites in the Santa 
Monicas, E. L. Davis on Baja California, E.G. stickel on the Rincon Cemetery, Alan 
Koloseike on midden analysis, ·and many others. $4. 00, Archaeological Survey, UCLA, 
Los Angeles, 90024. 

Native Americans of California and Nevada - !le Handbook; Jack Forbes, Naturegraph, 1969 
At last, a view of native California/Nevada history from the Indians' point of view. Forbes 
provides an adequate synthesis of western American prehistory, a well-documented picture 
of the catastrophic effects of white conquest, and a complete summary of modern native 
American history. This section especially provides useful data immediately available in 
few other sources, and leads into a valuable consideration of 11basic concepts for understanding 
native history and culture" and the projection of "a community-responsive, multi-cultural 
approach to Indian education". This book will be of particular value to educators, and can 
be enthusiastically recommended. $4·.15 incl. tax, Calif. Ihdian Educ. Assoc., 1349 
Crawford Road, Modesto 95350. 
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